GREY WARBLER.—Not often actually seen, but records made
usually by song. Is regarded as comstantly present. Song regular, all
day .and every day up to-beginning April, since when, after a sudden
break, one or two songs only every day. The day before regular song
ceased (April 1) the song was most persistent all day. Fights April
16, June 28. .

R.H.D.S.—Constantly presemﬁ; song throughout mot so regular in
June. Fighting on May 20, June 5-and 10.

8.B.Y.—Singing April and May; easing off since‘J une 12.

YELLOWHAMMER.—Seen twice only; June 1, three believed seen;
June 28, two seen.

R.H.D.S.—Not seen until June 11; occasionally seen since.

TIME OF WAKENING OF BIRDS.

Waking takes place from’ 85-50 minutes before suntise, and the
usual is 40 minutes. All March and April the Blackbird woke first
with its characteristic ¢‘chinking’’ sound, but from the beginning of
May this eased off, and ceased after a week, and its place was taken
- by the full song of the Thrush, which is the first and only sound heard
for ten minutes or so, when the Tui sings. During May the early
song was deafening, but it has now eased off, and only a few birds
sing so early. The White-eye is at present appearing about 7.10 a.m.

WEEKLY SUMMARIES.

MARCH " APRIL MAY' JUNE -

s 4 | 1 2 3 4|1 2 3 41 2 3 4
Time of

sunrise:

6.17 6.24 6.25 6.42 6.50 6.57 | 7.07 7.14 7.21 7.27.| 7.36 7.40 '7.46 7.47

Time of
wakening: - . .
5.50 5.50 6.00 6.10 6.10 6.20 | 6.30 — 6.40 6.50 | 6.45 6.45 6.50 7.00

A heavy frost tends to make wakening time earlier, and a dull morning
five or ten minutes later. '

OCCURRENCE OF THE BLACK-BILLED GULL.

In view of recent records of the Black-billed Gull Larus bulleri, in -
the Thames-Bay of Plenty-Rotorua area, notes of its appearance in the
Wellington district may be of interest. ’

On March 2, 1941, one was seen at the north end of Wairarapa
_ Lake; a week later three were recorded, and on April 20, two. Tt is
likely that a few visit this locality every autumn and winter, presumably
from the South Island.



In spite ot published statements to the effect that the Black-billed
Gull is frequently seen in Wellington Harbour, I am unable to confirm
these reports. ‘On June 5, 1938, I carefully examined through binoculars
well over a thousand small gulls in Wellington Harbour, and out of thls
assemblage could find only one Black-billed bird.

In the Maﬂborough distriet (South Island) I have records as
follows:—January 7, 1939, Picton: About twenty-four and no sign of
any Red-billed. November 24, 1939: Red-billed Gulls at the entrance to
Tory Channel; no small gulls of either species at Picton. November
26, 1939: Two Red-bills at White Rocks. November 29, 1939, Wairau
River mouth: Between 300-400 Red-billed Gulls breeding and six Black-
bills frequenting the river bank near the colony. On November 13,
1940, several Black-bills were seen at the mouth of the Teremakau
River, Westland, but no Red-bills.

R. H. D. Stidolph.

NOTES ON THE BUILDING OF A WARBLER’S NEST.

The building of the Warbler’s nest found on September 1st was
carefully observed.

Female did all the work, both carrying material and placing it in
position. The male followed her- about, giving frequent songs, but
carried nothing. (In another nest I had under observation the male
frequently brought material to the nest, but was never allowed to place
it in position.)

Observation over timed periods indicated that the female made an
average of fifty trips per hour, covering about fifty yards (there and
back) each time. For two or three minutes in every fifteen or so she
would take time off for feeding. The collecting was done very syste-
matically, each trip being made a few yards to the left or right of the
previous one, so that all the region was covered. Nesting material
varied from the veins of old poplar leaves to spider web obtained by
hovering under an electric light insulator.

The process of nest construction was as féllows:—A firm patch of
material was woven round the suspension point. From this the sides
were built down all round until it resembled a cylinder open at the
bottom, and with a hole for the entrance on one side. The sides were
then tapered inwards and finally joined. The nest was a somewhat
loose, unformed structure with a wvery narrow central cavity. The
female then entered with lining material, and her weight greatly in-
creased the ecavity in the interior. As lining proceeded the eavity was
actually increased in size as the female wriggled and twisted. This
process stretehed the outer layers so that they became taut and neat
in the finished article. Once the outer framework had been completed
most of the construction was done from the inside, although occasionally
she would cling to the outside to make some minor adjustment. From
start to finish the building of this nest took only seven days.

—P. C. Bull.



