
: ~ n n u a l l ~  returned to this location to nest. It  has been noticed that the 
young are permitted to remain until thc next season, whcn they are 
driven off by the original pair. 

Nesting begins in October, and for the last three years two young 
herons have bcen fljring by early December. One young heron which 
broke its wing in leaving :he nest was cared for at the homestead 
for some time, and would come at call for scraps of meat, of which 
it took large quantities. Eventually, however, it was drowned in a 
f-lood. 

This season was the only one in which a second nest was built, 
apparently as thc first was marauded, one downy young bird being 
found dead bcneath the tree. I climbed to this second nest, with thc 
disappointing knowledge that the two young had left only two or three 
days before (about 15th January). It  was built nbout 60-70 feet up  
lxxt to the trunk of a macrocarpa tree which stood among bluegums, 
and consisted entirely of dry bluegi~m twigs-mostly about a foot long 
and a little thinner than a lead pencil. I t  was about one foot six 
across, and nearly nine inches deep, a!zd built rather like a pigeon's 
nest, only more cup-shaped. It  is interesting to note- that a sparrow's 
nest was placed in one corner, and it seemed that the two families had 
heen present at the same time. For about two days the young herons 
flew to and. from this nesting tree to another trcc, :~pparcntly " getting 
their wings." 

A few days later I watched, after a very careful approach, the 
herons feeding at a pond in the hills. T h e  birds would wade knee- 
deep in thc watcr with wary and measured step thcn swiftly lunge their 
beaks into the grasscs and usually, though not always, lift up a kicking 
frog, which, after a peck or two, was devoured. It was amusing 1.0 
watch the grotesquc attitudes assumed when a harrier flew low over 
the swamp. 
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ii I3LACI<BIRD NESTING STORY. 
By H. R. MCICENZIE. 

l ' hc  nest was built on the bare window-sill Lxhind a scree11 of 
climbing geranium mixed with a strong growth of A4mhlenbec~in 
nustmlis, heavily screened from without by the greenery, but with 
only the window sash and glass bctween it ancl the inside of the 
room. I could see the bird on the ncst by raising my head a few 
inches from the pillow only five feet nwag. She did not bccome very 
t:unc, and great caution had to be used, especially in thc earlier stayes. 
I work away from home, so most of the obscrvatio!.ls arc for morning 
and cvening only. Details of times and dates were carefully kept, 
and the averages given are cxact for the periods of obscr\~ation. 

Thc  building of the nest was not pursued steadily.. 
26-27/9/42.-Thc hen bird visited tile site eac!l morning. 
28/9/42.--7 am.:  Noted n scanty ring of grass on thc sill. 
29/9/42.-1'he whole fmmcwork of thc ncst was erected, with 

some ~ n u d  on thc inside. 
30/9/12.--Thc hen st:!rtcd \vorli at 6.45 n.m., making trills cvcry 
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\zras in place. T h e  cock sang from 5.40 a m . ,  but  clicl not help. 

1-4/10/42.-Onl~ n littlc lining :~tIclccI cnch tl:iy. She usctl her 
hrcnst to prcss it into place. 

4/10/42.-First seen a t  5.10 p m .  

j/r0/42.--The second egg was laitl between 7 :1.111. ancl 6 .10 p.111. 

(i /ro/~2.-Thc third e g  laid, and shc stnyed or1 the ncst all night 
for the f rst time. 
. 7-19/10!42.-During this inc11b:ltion pcriocl she stayed on the ncst 
for 14.5 minutes average (mnx. 4; minutes, min. I minute) and she 
left it to feed for intervals of 7.5 m i n u ~ e s  avcrage (nlax. 14 minutes, 
min. z minutes). H e r  periods on the nest werc longer dur ing the 
middle of the day. While sitting she changed her position every 3 
to 1 0  minutes. I d o  not think she turned the eggs every t ime she 
cllnnged position. T o  turn  them she sometimes used her beak, but  
1 could not see exactly what she did.  I believe that practically all 
of the turning n m  done with her feet and body with a sidewise 
shutlling. Unfortunately it was later than this that 1 thought of 
rigging a mirror to ennble m e  to see into the  bottom of the nest. 

Dur ing  incuhnrion she survived t\vo serious trials. On the 8th 
at  9.30 p.111. she suddenly fluttered u p  the windo\v-pnnc into the 
vines in n panic. I switched out the light nntl usecl n torch, hut 
found nothing. She apparently settled 2:) the ncst again. A few 
~n inu tcs  Inter she cried out and fluttered out through the vines. Th i s  
timc the torch reve;iled a cat. I tried to shoot him, but missed. IHc 
\\'as a pest in other respects. T h e  bird did not return that night. 
A bunch of her feathers lay by the ncst. T h e  ni;;ht was warm for 
the eggs, but 1 thought she would desert, the eggs being fresh. How- 
ever, : ~ t  5.42 a m .  on the 9th she rcturned and took u p  her usual 
routine. i\g:~in on the 12th a t  1 1  p.111. she Nutterzcl up  the \vindo\v 
:mcl left the nest for the halance of the night. I now knew that, 
though the light was sh:lded all the time from her window, it was 
the amount  of light in the room that upset her halance. O n  the first 
cccnsion ( t h e  8 th)  it w:is the light which first troubled her, and the 
~ 3 t  Ix1ci I m n  attr:lcted by the noise. I used scrcen ngainst the window 
after this. Th i s  night was cold and \\;indy, and I dcspaired of the 
partly incubated eggs ( 6  days).  She returned nt j.19 a m . ,  being 
ovcr six hours off the nest. 

20/10/~2.-The first two  chicks were seen :it 5.9 a m . ,  and the 
third was hatched dur ing the day, being seen at  5.50 p.1~1. They wcrc 
first fed \\lit11 very small ;vorlns, the n~ho lc  bunch being held in the 
beak while heing fed to the chicks. They were sometinics unable 
to take food ~ v h e n  she rcturned and she had to warm them by 
b r o o d i ~ l ~  until they were ready to feecl. She held the worms in her 
beak while brooding. A t  other times they tvcre unnble to tnkc 
all she brought, when she would brood for 3 to 4 minutes, holding 
the worms, and then feed them again. 

20-23/10/42.--The hen brooded each time she returned \vith food, 
staying on the nest 8 minutes ( m i x .  21, min  I )  2 n d  being off it for 
7 i n ~ n u t e s  ( m m .  ro, min. 2 ) .  
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2 .~ , /~0 /~2 . -On this date she commenced returning for more food 
without I,rooding cvcry lime. No douht feeding would be less 
frequent about tlic micldle of the day. 

" Retlmaking " seemed to be efl'ected at odd times by a stirring 
up of the lining of the nest with the he& making a hollow trundiing 
.kind of noise. Once she raised her head with two short pieces of 
straw balanced across her forehead. She would select 3 part oE the 
nest not covered by the chicks at  the time. I an almost sure that 
she was not pursuing vermin. 

Sanitation was achieved on the 20th and part of the 21st by 
the hen picking up the droppings from the nest floor and eating thcin. 
Later shc took them from each chick as they appcnrcd and ate them. 
This was done im~nediately after each feeding. 

q/10/42.--One chick had its cycs open. Do:tbtful of ather two. 
28/lo/42.--All three seen to h a w  eyes open. . 
29/10/42.-They made their first cheeps on the xrival of food. .At 

this time also it \\.as noted that the chicks wcrc all niade to face in onc 
direction for brooding the hen then sitting facing the samc \my. 

30/10/42.-On this night and thereafter the hen clid not stay 
on the nest a t  night. T h e  chicks did not appear to be cold when 
cxarninecl before 5 a.m. on the grst. 

31/10/42.-The hen came with food at 5.2 a m .  and went on 
feeding. 

I / I  I 142.-Chicks exercising wings noisily. 8.30 pm., .examined 
by torch. Droppings on and over edge of nest. 

2/11/42.-One chick seen perc!led on-edge of nest. 
3/11/42.-First fed at 4.50 a.". At 5.40 ".m. one fluttered 

voluntarily from the edge of the nest. The  other two took fright 
at me and left also. One was immediately taken, I think by a rat. 
The  hen fed the other two about the lawn. 

28/11/42 (approx.) .-Feeding ceased. 

1/12/42.-One young seen feeding itself near p r e n t s  and niakmg 
a chirping like an attempt at song. 

16/12/~~.--Faini ly all on lawn. Hen sunn;ng herself and look- 
ing very worn. 

, 3  1 he male bird I am sure clic! not :mist with the buildinp of the ? 
nest or the feeding of the chicks, either before or after leawlg 'the 
nest. H e  sang a great den1 until the hen commenced incubation, then 
dropped about jo  per cent. and continued at about the same mte. H c  
took a prominent part in ;1ll alarms. In the case of another pair in a 
pine tree the male worked very hard feeding the young, both before 
and after their leavine the nest. It is well known that the male 
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usualiy assists in building, but I noticed, in going five miles to and 
from work: that there were fewer males than females carrying buiicling 
material. I think that it was this mi r  which dcsertcd tsvo ~art ia l lv  
incubated eggs earlicr owing to my examining their nest in a 
camellia tree on the lawn (I  now use 3 mirror 011 the end of a 
long stick to examine nests). They were probably s very young pair. 
Both werc in fine plumage and appeared very hcnithy. 


