
formes and a t  least two waders (Charadniifomes) ye t  to be  identified; 
and various other odd species also. 

We see tha t  perhaps t h e  most interesting inclusions in the  above 
l ist  a r e  t he  es t inc t  e a ~ l e ,  crow, coot and swan and also the  kakapo and 
y ellow-eyed penguin. 

BIRD LIFE ON AN ESTUA4RIT. 
B y  (Mrs.) N. F. Stidolph, Masterton. 

To the  bird lover living inland the  shore-and particularly t he  river-  
mouth-abounds with interest. An Caster visit to  t he  Ohau River mouth 
was  none the  less exciting fo r  i t s  lack of migrants. Numbers of 
dotterels (Charadrius bicinctus) mere feeding on the  mudflsts in more or 
less nondescript plumage, several st i l ts  (Himanwpus bimantopus) pad- 
dled u p  and down in  t he  shallow water  and many more slept on thc  
sunny strip of sand on t h e  edge of t he  spit. There also five oyster- 
catchers (Haematopus reischeki) careered up and down the  spit  making 
absurd noises and showing off. Two of them bathed near to  where I was  
si t t ing b u t  a piping call from the  rest  of t he  par ty  was  too e x i t i n g  f o r  
them and they  lef t  the water  i n  a hurry. 

Across t he  spit, near the  ocean, black-backed gulls (Lams domm- 
icanus) i n  plenty coared high in the  a j r  and dived with harsh cries $ter 
the i r  fall ing  shell^. Gannets (Moris serrator) skimmed the  water In a 
graceful line and odd shag4 (Phalacrocorax cube), black and grotesque. 
flew betwee3 the  s h o ~ e  and the  hills. I n  the  water close b y  three smd1 
gul7s (Lams  novaehollandiae) floated with the  current and fed con- 
tinuonslv on the  surface. 

Every fern minutes dotterels arrived to  join those already sprinting 
%bout on the  mudflat. They were very aggressive. Two, which were 
feeding round the  edge of the  watcr n c ~ r e s t  me were p a ~ t i r u l a r l y  so. 
They fed  vrith their  eyes on each other ancl kep t  amray from the  rest of 
t he  flock and never more than a few fee t  from where they were when T 
arrived and I was there nearly two hours. These two, in tent  on each 
other and their  food. had some difficulty in pulling out of the  nuld xrhat 
appeared t o  b e  n vorm. It was  long and pink and vcry temptinq t o  n. 
kingfisher (Halcyon sanctus) which suddenly flashea into their  midst-qo 
blue against  the  brown mud-snatched the  worm and swallowet3 it. H e  
hopped about on the  mud wi th  his funny short legs but  t he  dotterels 
joined forces and a t tacked him. The whole flock joined in and h e  hart 
some difficdtv i n  beating his wnv through them. Thep drove him quite 
n distance npstream and finally le f t  him on a log very agitated, flicking 
his tai l  Thep all returned t o  the  mudflnt and went about their  feeding 
a s  usual but  with a peculiar l i t t le peeping such as a number of chickens 
make when disturbed. 

The kingfisher hopped about t he  hank catching what  appeared to  be  
small crabs, bu t  it was  rather f a r  away fo r  me t o  be  sure. l l y  
attention was  drawn from him b y  the  two dotterels he  had robbed. 
Thev flew back to their  l i t t le b i t  of mud and  water,  but  in doing so I 
th ink they  collided, fo r  they attacked each other viciously and fell  in to  
the  water-out of nh ich  one managed t o  flv while t he  other appeared to  

C be unable to t ake  off and had t o  swim. When I looked back the king- 
fisher had gone. 

My attention was now drawn to  the  calling of silver-eyes (Zosterops 
1ateraIis) i n  the  lupins on the  sandhills and 1 decided t o  leave t h e  mnrl 
fo r  a f e w  minutes t o  investigate. Before I could get  there, however. I 
saw what to  me was a novel sight-silver-eyes rising from the  scrnb, 
circling round in  t he  a i r  wi th  more and  more joining in,  rising higher 
and  higher still i n  circles unti l  I could hear them bu t  no longer see t h e n .  
They didn' t  come down again  a t  t ha t  place. When I had t o  leave the  
beach the  dotterels were still running ceaselessly on t h e  ever widening 
stretch of mud. 

(The date of these observations was April 5, 1947.) 
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