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CHUKOR INVESTIGATION.

The chukor (Alectoris chukor) a red-legged partridge, was intro-
duced into this country from India some twenty years ago as a sporting
bird.

It was introduced at a number of places, and in course of time,
especially during the last ten years, has spread widely. It seems import-
ant that the details of this spread shall be recorded while they are still
easily remembercd and that the present distribution shall be determined
as precisely as possible. The bird is primarily an inhabitant of high
coun‘ry and sugrestions are already being made that it may play some
part in erosion. As it spreads and increases in numbers it may change
its habits and colonise different districts. There seems to be still time
to record the early part of its history in this country, where it is
probably the last bird to be introduced and where it may be the last
one which ever will be introduced. Members who have any knowledge
of t"e chukor are asked to communicate with the Department of Zoology,
Thre Museum, Dunedin, as soon as possible, when details of the investiga-
tion and questionnaires, will be sent to them.—B. J. Marples, L. Gurr.

SILVEREYES’ HABITS.—For the past four or five years when the
gooseberries are fully in flower, flocks of silvereyes (Zosterops lateralis)
visit the garden. They hang upside down on the bushes and insert their
bills into the flowers for a second or so. They do not damage the flowers
and the fruit comes on normally.—W. H. Davidson, D.N.F.C.
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