
THIRD RECORD OF McCORMICK'S SKUA ON N.Z. COAST 
By I;. B. Sibson, Auckland. 

Falla (Emu. XL., p. 119) has  shown t h a t  tliele are  only two accept- 
able records of McCormick's skua ( C a t h a a c t a  maccormicki) fo r  New 
Zealand both belng casualties on the  long west coast of t h e  North Island. 
The discovery of a th i rd  specimen also i rom the  west coast  is therefore 
a matter of co~islderable intelest  a n d  n o l t h y  of recording in  some detad.  

The finder was Peter  Williams, one of a group of boys whose interest 
i n  pelagic birds was aroused In 1946 when large numbers of gale-exhausted 
petrels provided plenty of mateiial  for  study. On leaving school, his 
Interest was niainta111e6 and from 111s home a t  Kawene tr ips were some- 
times made to  l l i t imi t i  Beach, just north of Hokianga. From him 1 
lecently :eceivec! a collection of ca~efully-prepared remains of birds, most 
of n h ~ h  had oeen found on the  Rlitl-miti Beach. The commonest sheal-  
waters and  petrels were well represented, but two skulls immediately 
caught the  eye a s  being out of the  ordinary. One was of a white-chinned 
petrel (Procellaria aequimctialis) a species seldom found storm-wrecked; 
tho other, with a culmen of approximately 50 m.m. clearly belonged to 
one of the l a g e r  skuas. This skull 15 a s  then shown to Mr. E. G. Turbott, 
and when it was compared with the useful series of skua skins i n  the  
Auckland War  Memorlal Museum, there seemed t o  bc no species to  which 
11 could be assigned except Catharacta nacconnicki. I t  was  n e s t  s en t  
to Dr. 1:. 4. Valla who confirn~ed the identlficnt~on. The fragmentary 
condition of the specimen when found made p rec~se  dat ing  impossible. 
I t  may have succumbed to t he  wlnter gales of 1946, when southern great  
skuas (Catharacta skula lonnbergi) were kno\ \n  to  be present on the  west 
coast-one was actuxlly caught i n  a hawk t r ap  a t  Awhitu-or i t  may 
have come ashore early in 194'7. 

According to Murphy (Oceanic Birds ol" South America), "little is  
known about the  nornial pelagic range of the  South Polar skua, but  i t  
is  highly probable t ha t  t he  season of i t s  complete and definlte winter 
migration away f rom the  breeding grounds i s  spent almost altogether i n  
the  pack-icc." The same author also has a note t ha t  it "apparently 
nanders  a t  times into the North Pacific"; and Alexander (Blrds 01 
the Ocean) mentions t ha t  i t  has acc~denta l ly  reached Ceylon. This 
skull provides c o n c ~ e t e  evidence tha t  McCormiclc's skua, which to  quote 
Mnrphy again, ' 'undoubtedly holds the distinction of being the  southern- 
most bird on the  globe," has rauged nearly to lat. 35 S in  New Zealand 
seas. 

The value of ornithological beachcombing on Ihe  New Zealand coast 
is being more and more realised not only because information i s  being 
gained on the  seasonal migrations of many oceanic birds wmhich breed on 
the  islands of the  subantarctic, but  also beeawe  li t t le by  lit.le soinething 
is  beink learnt a l u u t  t he  occurrence in the  New Zeaiand region of 
elements of the  truly antarctic fauna. R,ecent examples which may be  
cited a r e  a southern fulmar (Fulmarus glaciolo$dels) and a Weddell's seal, 
both from Rruriwai. 

FESTING O F  BLUE! SI1AG.-In Halfmoon Bay, Stewar t  Island, 
this weck I found t h e  blue shag (Stictocarbo pmctatus steadi) nesting 
cn  West 's  Point. There were uine nests, three eggs i n  three  nests, and  
two and one in t h e  other six nests. The birds were si t t ing (November 
10, 1943). I thought t h a t  this shag nested much earlier. The nests were 
on rocky ledges fac ing the  sun. When in the dinghy next day, I saw 
nine of these shags feeding together i n  a group not f a r  from the  nesting 
site.--Mrs. Olga &nsom, Invercargill. 


