
t ha t  they must receive less food and therefore develop more slowly. 
Another very jnteresting point in &TT. Alesander's account is  the return 
of the chicks to the nest for  the night of 1/7/49. I have not previously 
known this t o  happen. The report of Mr. M. F. Renry is remarkable In 
tha t  the locality i s  so f a r  t o  the south for  pre-season laying. 

BLACKBIRD (Tiurrtus merula). 
Nts to r s  L. Grey and E. Fawcett. Clevedon. 

2/7/49.-Nest, three chicks about five days old. Destroyed. The date 
of laying of the  first egg would be approximately 13/6/49. 

P. B. Crum. Clevedon. 
1/S/49-Nest; two eggs; destroyed in  cutting hedge. 

H. B. Mck'enzie, Cleredon. 
23/7/49.-rest hegun in  home garden. Building carried on spasmodica~lg 

until  5/8/49. 
5/8/49-First esg. 
G/8/49-Second egg. 
T/8/49-Bird not on nest. Perhaps deserted. 
S/S/49-Eggs sucked, a s  il" by rat. 

Other early unpublished records: 
2/8/44-Pair building. 26/8/44-Two eggs in nest. 
10 /9 /4GTwo chicks i n  nest in home garden about eight days old. 
15 /9 /4GTwo young flying at Ardmore. 

The blackbird usually nests later than the thrush. Bull. 1946, givea 
the first date of egg laying as August 27, and states tha t  he has had n o  
winter layiag. Mrs. I. Tily, N.Z. Bird Notes, Vol 3, No. 4, ,Tanuary, 19-10, 
p. 106, gibes the  date of a first egg as 28/8/47, r e r y  early for Dunedin. 
McXenz~e, i n  the same issue, writes, "26/7/47-A new unfinished neat, 
apparently deserted; 3/9/47. t\vo t iny chicks, long dead, in the  nor\ 
finished nest." 

Bull, 1016, found with the thrush a n  appteciable gap betneen the 
winter laying and the  orthodo\ spring laying. This i s  borne ou t  in the 
prese6t observations which also indicate a similar gap in regard to the 
blackbird. 

SUMMARY O F  EARLIEST DATES. 
Thrush.-First, egg h i d  approximately 19/5/49 (five eggs found on 5/6/43, 

four of which hatched on 7/6/49). Four other nests with eggs laid 
in June. 

Blackbird.--First egg laid al)proximately 13/6/49 (three chicks about five 
days old found on 2/7/49). TTTO fur ther  nests with first eggs laid 
on 1/8/49 and 5/8/49. This is  apparently earlier t han  other publish- 
cd records, even though much Iater than the one mentioned above. 

HIGH NESTING O F  PIED TIT (Petraica Mitm) Ah-D OTHEE 
NOTES.-On 2T/M/49 two bushmen felled a large rimu and on esaniln- 
ing the  t runk and head to closscut it, they found a pled t i t 's  nest i n  a 
small hole in a branch, c o ~ ~ t a i n i n g  three young birds ready to Ay. They 
took the  l i t t le birds out of the nest and set them on a tree-stump a short 
iiistanee away. The two poreat birds ~ h o  had been ~ ~ a t c h i n g  then1 
handle the  l i t t le ones started feeding then1 right am-ay. The nest v a s  
over sixty fee t  from the  ground, and how they survived is a mystery. On 
26/10/49 my mate  and I felled a large totnra nnd in  falling it knocked 
a nest of the  grey warblcr (Pseudogelrygome igata) to pieces; but. the two 
eggs were so well bedded in  the feathor lining tha t  they did not break. 
The nest was  lined with feathers of pigeon, t u i  and parrakeet. Recently 
three rnata& h s r e  Seen felled containing nests of the starling (Sturnus 
vulgaris). Hundreds of nests must be destroyed every spring by felhng 
operations in  the  native bush.-E. St. Paul, Minginui. 


