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SHORT NOTES 

IILACIL-FRONTED 'TEKN ON 'I'I-IE I-IAAST COAST 
,Judged by tlic paucity of reports, tlic Black-fronted Tern  

(C. ulbostrtulzis) is a rare bird west of the Soutlicrn Alps and on  the 
coast o l  Westland. Several ornithologists have visited that rcgion without 
finding this tern at  all, though the Black-billed Cull  (L. b d l e ~ i )  is 
common enough; and rivers such as thc Taramakau and Wh;~taroa have 
wide arcas of shingle which would seem to offer suitable sites Tor 
nesting. Perhaps the heavy rainfall is the deterrent. 

T h e  following record is therefore of some interest. On  20/2/63 
my wife and 1 found two Black-fronted Terns resting on a sandbar at  
tlic joint mauth of the Turnbull  and Okuru Kivcrs, about five miles 
south of Haast. Both were ;tdults in worn breeding drcss. They werc loosely 
attacl~ed to a flock o l  eleven White-fronted Terns (S. strinta). Mr. P. 
Grant (hTotornis X, 185), who found a single Black-fronted Tern  a t  the 
Taramakau estuary, has conlmented on the rarity of this species in 
Westland. By contrast the White-fronted Tern  is plentiful and has 
brccding colonics at many cstuaries. 

- 1-1. R, i\lclLEN%IE * 
BKOAD-BILLED SANDPJI'EK l N  R,I/\NUILAU HARBOUK 
T11c purpose of this note is to rccortl the sccond ex:unple ol' the 

I3road-billcd Sandpiper (Li~tzicoln fnlci?rellus) to be discovcred in New 
Zealand. T h e  first was known to be present in the Firth of Tllames 
from January to March, 1960 (Notomis  VIII, 233-235). I t  was skilfully 
photographed by Donald Urquhart; and it is ;I matter of some interest 
that as the result of a request from the editors of British Birds, two of 
his photographs appeared in that magazine (Vol. 54, plates 52 b and c) . 

O n  1/12/63 John Jenkins ;ind 1 rc;~chctl thc Karaka Coast o l  
Manukau Harbour via Kicld's paddocks. At miclclay the title was nearly 
full; but the weather was showery, ; ~ n d  as a drifting curtain of tlrizzle 
was moving steadily in our  direction, wc ate our  lunch without being 
in any luwry to examine lllorc closcly :I Ilock o I  sl11al1 wailcrs, mostly 
sunimering Wrybills, which occupied the top ol' 21 little beach scarcely 


