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BROWN TEAL (ANAS CASTANEA CHLOROTIS) 
AT LITTLE BARRIER ISLAND 

By  K. H .  BLAAISHAiZU 

T h e  first records I have been able to obtain are lrom Mr. L. 
Hardgrwe   per.^. cornrn. to H. K. McICenzie), who lived on the island 
from Nov. 1932 until J a n .  1944. Two Krown Teal were seen near 
the house for perhaps ;I week or  two until the creek dried up. Another 
two stayed for three or four weeks near the grave of the late K. Huntcr- 
!3lair, at the little creek which debouches onto the Iht  I)ut goes n o  

7 7 Lufther. Neither two had any young. I hese sightings wcre thought 
to be about 1938 and 193'3 respectively. 

From 1st Feb. 1944 to 14th Nov. 1958, Mr. and Mrs. C. H. I'arkin, 
carctaking on the Island, noted Krown Teal several times, a t  least 
twice with young (pexs. comrn. to H.  K. McK.). It was not known 
how the young fared. As sightings of odd birds or pairs were rare 
it could well be assumed that they were not then pernlanent residents. 
hrotorni.s IJol. 6, 'p. 199, contains a record by C. H. Parkin of one 
found in Nov. 1954, in fern c. 200 yards from the sea. Odd birds 
wcre seen occasionally ;rfter that date. 

Since the writer has been on the Island (since Nov. 1!)58) , sight- 
ings ol' the Hrown Teal have Ixcn frequent enough to conclude that 
it may now be regarded ;IS ;I perrr1;tnent inh;tl,it;~nt o l  thc bird com- 
munity, pr t icul ;~rly since it has occurrctl at practically every month 
o l  the year. It is, however, by no  means common. 

'I'hc first sighting by the writer or his fatmily occurrcd on 211 159 
whcn an injured adult I,irtl was founcl at the mouth o l  the W;~ip;twit 
Stream, near the West I,;~ntling. This bird h ; ~ l  ;I Ixoken lcft femur 
and though splintctl and pli~cetl in ;I w;rrm dry cage where it ;~ppc;~recI 
to  thrive for lour days, it suddenly looked most bedraggled :und died. 

On 12/6/60 in the late afternoon, my children observed one 
adult with two young on a pool in I ' e  Waikohare Stream, about 100 
yards upstream from the house (ATotornis, Vol. I), 1,. 240). 

T h e  next sighting was on 27/11/60 in a pool oE Tirikakaw;~ 
Stream by my son David (Vol. 9, 11. 240). 

22/4/61, 10.30 p.m., three adult birds were seen in running 
stream ncar pumphouse. When approached they ran into the bush 
and tlislxrscrl under fallen nikau palm fronds. O n  the way back to 
thc house ;I further two tlucks were scen clearly in thc bright moot~light 
foraging quietly among the rushes beside the cattle night-lx~dtlock. 

'I'he most interesting sighting orcurrctl at 8.15 p.m. on l f /10/61 
whcn ;I complctc family of tlucks was ol~scrvetl on thc banks of l'c 
Waikoharc Stre:un, near the outlct or the cowshctl drain. bry wife 
first hc;lrtl their c;ills, which at first so~tnclccl like the soft mewing of 
;I cat and Iatcr morc like a purring, :rnd punctuated by occasional 
piping calls. l'licsc led us to the I'atnily which was foraging in the 
mud at  thc drainage outlet. Conditions at that time were dry else- 
where. ?'he writer, in  company with Mrs. Hl:~nsl~:~rtl and Mr. P. Harper, 
clci~rly saw them by torchlight, which ;~larrnctl them. T h c  male flew 
away and thc fcnnle led thc brood of nine ducklings up  the bank 
towards the covcr of the rushes. All moved very quickly and silently. 
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I h e  young appc;~retl to l x  three to lour clays old i S  cornpmxl in size 
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and movement with domestic. ducklings. As the young dispersed the 
adult bird flew at me, uttering wild cries antl flopping around as if 
wounded, apparentlv trying to distract my attention while the young 
took cover. As reference authorrities quote five to seven young as the 
usual brood, diminishing through mishap as they journey down the 
creeks, it  may be assumed that this was an unusually good I~rood and 
probably hatched close to the pla~ce of observation. 

T h e  following morning, I~cfore 9 a.m. on 17/10/61, David Hlan- 
shard sighted an adult duck flying into the hush at the entrance to 
the pu~nphouse stream. 

20/11/61, one adult with two young, approxim;~tely half adult 
size, were seen by my children at the mouth of T e  Waikohare Stream 
just before dusk. Piping calls were heard in the same area for some 
evenings following. 

On 11/5/62, during the visit of the Okato Hoys' High School 
Group, led by Mr. Maurice klacdonaltl, two ;itlult ducks wcre sighted 
in the rushes near the pun~pl~ousc  about 10 p.m. One bird was caught, 
examined by all, photographed and released. We noticed a tendency 
lor the bird to dive into a rush antl crouch there motionless. 

On 21/5/63 at 4.45 p.m., my daughter Gena found an adult 
duck swimming on a flooded po801 in T e  Waikohare Stream near the 
house. It is unusual to see this bird in such open conditions by day- 
light on the Island. I t  did not mind our presence and-  waited long 
enough, 10 or 12 minutes, for me to get my camera antl photograph 
it in colour. It finally moved upstream out of our sight. 

6/8/62, 6.15 p.m.. 'a pair on flooded pools at  mouth o l  T c  
Waikohare. They remained whi1.e darkness fell antl were heard until 
late that evening. On 7th and 8th they wcre heard calling again and 
were seen by torchlight by Susan Hlanshard. It  was hoped to find the 
nest site but this eluded our search and, fearing to disturb the pair, 
we decided to await results. 

21/9/62, 2.5 p.m., while playing on the boulder bank in front 
of our  house my children came upon a group of fo,ur young ducklings 
foraging among the bracken and weed growing on the stones. At 
3 p.m. I found a single duckling crouched among the cacti beside our 
front gate. This was photographed (Vol. 10, p. 122). 

18/11/62, 9.30 p.m., Lt. Norris, K.N., sighted two adults by 
powerful torchlight in the T e  Waikohare Stream mouth. 

On 12/1/62 Susan Rlanshard saw two in the stream again and' 
later n single I~ird which at 10.30 a.m. was searching among the boulders 
of the dry stream bed. This bird did not fly when ;~pproacIicd but 
scrambled unhurriedly over the stones upstream, allowing me t o  photo- 
graph it as it finally climbed the bank and moved into the bush cover. 

I t  is evident that the Rrown Teal has not always been present 
and its self-introduction to the S;lnctu;~ry has been a gradual and 
possibly accidental process. T h e  nearest known habitats from which 
this colonisation could be expected are Waipu, 36 miles, and Great 
Harrier, 11 miles. T h e  lack of permanent swamps and open water 
offers a relatively poor habitat for this species so that its apparently 
successful and permanent cst;~blishment demonstrates the value of the 
complete protection afforded by the Little Barrier Island. . . 
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i t  is noted tha t  most of the  sightings have k e n  about  thc 
'' Hilt." In this area the  boulder bank offers poor feeding, the  Waipawa 
i d  the T e  Waikoliare Streams have beds which are  boulder strewn 
and  are  often dry, a n d  the  two blind creeks debouching on to  the  fiat 
a re  dry  most of the  t ime; bu t  food is found because of some moisture 
a t  tlie mouths  of the  streams, by the cowshcd drain and  a t  times on 
wet parts of thc flat where there is some qu i t e  heavy growth. Another 
attraction to  this area could well be  the  limited pastures where this 
species loves t o  feed a t  night.  Fur ther  east the  Tirik:tkawa ilnd the  
A w a r t ~ ~  Streams have permanent  water bu t  h;~rtlly any flat land a t  
lheir  n~out l i s ,  being bushetl down to  thc I~oultler  I ~ e a c l ~ .  T h e y  should 
suit  the  Hluc Ilutk ;~tl tniral~ly.  It would seem therefore that  tlie Brown 
'l'eal population will be limited by tlic natural  factors but  it seems 
re;tsonable to  liopc tha t  its presence will be permanent.  

SHQRT NOTES 

C;l<EENSHt\Nl<S A T  FAREWELL Sl'lF1' 
O n  2.511 1/63 1 visited Farewell Spit  with Mrs. 1'. Moncrieft' and 

o ther  m e m l ~ e r s  of the  Abel T ; ~ s m ; ~ n  Nittional Park Ho;ird. Although . . 
ltttle t ime was spent  o n  I ~ i r d  o l~se rwt ion ,  we d id  cxaminc one  l i~rgc  
g roup  of w:dcrs resting o n  the  Ilats it~sitlc the  Spit near  the  lighthouse. 
While standing o n  ;I small sand d u n e  watching these wxlcrs,  mainly 
gwlwit, we he:~rtl the  tlistinctivc ci111 of ;I Grcetrshank ( 7 3 i ? r p  ~ r e O ~ r l o r i c r ) .  

'-l'wo Grcens11;rnks were sccn Ilying from the  Imsc of the  Spit. 
'l'hcy llcw across in I ront  of : ~ n d  I)c.low us, giving an  cxccllent view 
of the  whitc str ipe u p  the I ~ c k  ;IIICI !.he I'ect extending Ixyontl the  
tail. T h e  I)irtls lantletl in a runnel  within 25 yards of us mcl  it was 
; I  l i t t le while before the  dul l  green legs could be seen. T h e  birtls 
flushed again and  continued on towards thc end  o l  the Spit. T h i s  
appears to  be the  f r s t  record of the  Greenshank from Farewell Spit 
ant1 atltls ;I further species to  tlie :~ l r e ;~dy  large list lroni tha t  notable 
wader  h;~unc. 

- H. 1). HELL * 
LONG SWIM HY N.1. WEKA 

I t  is I'i~irly wcll known that  creeks ant1 s tnd l  p a t c l ~ ~ s  o f  water 
prcscnt n o  ol)st;trlc to  thc North Islantl W e k ; ~  (C;(rllircrll~r.r ~rir.slrcr1i.s 
grey; ) ,  I,ut the following record oC ;I longer swim is of interest, :IS it is 
without d o u l ~ t  a n  unusu;11 olwrvat ion .  

Latc  in January ,  1964, I saw ;I bird ;I fcw lcet  from the  bank 
o f  thc  Wi~ i tn i~ t a  River, Gis l~orne ,  swimming strongly towards thc  oppositc 
I);~nk. It had ;I Grclx-like ;Ippear;incc, with hc;~cl ;und ncck thrust  
wcll f o r w ~ r t l ,  upper par t  ol' tlic back ;~w;~sh ,  ant1 the  ru lnp high in 
 he air. i\ t h sh  to  tlie house for I,inocul;trs was c;~llctl for, m t l  my 
suspicions o l  thc swimmer's itlcntity were confirmed. 

At t h a t , s t a t e  of the  title, thc river was approxinl;~tely 60 yards 
wide, ant1 the  Weka covered the  tlist;rncc in a l ~ o u t  !)O seco~lds, then 
making a quick t l ;~r t  lor  cover. 

- 


