
SHORT NOTES 5 1 

i t  is noted tha t  most of the  sightings have k e n  about  thc 
'' Hilt." In this area the  boulder bank offers poor feeding, the  Waipawa 
i d  the T e  Waikoliare Streams have beds which are  boulder strewn 
and  are  often dry, a n d  the  two blind creeks debouching on to  the  fiat 
a re  dry  most of the  t ime; bu t  food is found because of some moisture 
a t  tlie mouths  of the  streams, by the cowshcd drain and  a t  times on 
wet parts of thc flat where there is some qu i t e  heavy growth. Another 
attraction to  this area could well be  the  limited pastures where this 
species loves t o  feed a t  night.  Fur ther  east the  Tirik:tkawa ilnd the  
A w a r t ~ ~  Streams have permanent  water bu t  h;~rtlly any flat land a t  
lheir  n~out l i s ,  being bushetl down to  thc I~oultler  I ~ e a c l ~ .  T h e y  should 
suit  the  Hluc Ilutk ;~tl tniral~ly.  It would seem therefore that  tlie Brown 
'l'eal population will be limited by tlic natural  factors but  it seems 
re;tsonable to  liopc tha t  its presence will be permanent.  

SHQRT NOTES 

C;l<EENSHt\Nl<S A T  FAREWELL Sl'lF1' 
O n  2.511 1/63 1 visited Farewell Spit  with Mrs. 1'. Moncrieft' and 

o ther  m e m l ~ e r s  of the  Abel T ; ~ s m ; ~ n  Nittional Park Ho;ird. Although . . 
ltttle t ime was spent  o n  I ~ i r d  o l~se rwt ion ,  we d id  cxaminc one  l i~rgc  
g roup  of w:dcrs resting o n  the  Ilats it~sitlc the  Spit near  the  lighthouse. 
While standing o n  ;I small sand d u n e  watching these wxlcrs,  mainly 
gwlwit, we he:~rtl the  tlistinctivc ci111 of ;I Grcetrshank ( 7 3 i ? r p  ~ r e O ~ r l o r i c r ) .  

'-l'wo Grcens11;rnks were sccn Ilying from the  Imsc of the  Spit. 
'l'hcy llcw across in I ront  of : ~ n d  I)c.low us, giving an  cxccllent view 
of the  whitc str ipe u p  the I ~ c k  ;IIICI !.he I'ect extending Ixyontl the  
tail. T h e  I)irtls lantletl in a runnel  within 25 yards of us mcl  it was 
; I  l i t t le while before the  dul l  green legs could be seen. T h e  birtls 
flushed again and  continued on towards thc end  o l  the Spit. T h i s  
appears to  be the  f r s t  record of the  Greenshank from Farewell Spit 
ant1 atltls ;I further species to  tlie :~ l r e ;~dy  large list lroni tha t  notable 
wader  h;~unc. 

- H. 1). HELL * 
LONG SWIM HY N.1. WEKA 

I t  is I'i~irly wcll known that  creeks ant1 s tnd l  p a t c l ~ ~ s  o f  water 
prcscnt n o  ol)st;trlc to  thc North Islantl W e k ; ~  (C;(rllircrll~r.r ~rir.slrcr1i.s 
grey; ) ,  I,ut the following record oC ;I longer swim is of interest, :IS it is 
without d o u l ~ t  a n  unusu;11 olwrvat ion .  

Latc  in January ,  1964, I saw ;I bird ;I fcw lcet  from the  bank 
o f  thc  Wi~ i tn i~ t a  River, Gis l~orne ,  swimming strongly towards thc  oppositc 
I);~nk. It had ;I Grclx-like ;Ippear;incc, with hc;~cl ;und ncck thrust  
wcll f o r w ~ r t l ,  upper par t  ol' tlic back ;~w;~sh ,  ant1 the  ru lnp high in 
 he air. i\ t h sh  to  tlie house for I,inocul;trs was c;~llctl for, m t l  my 
suspicions o l  thc swimmer's itlcntity were confirmed. 

At t h a t , s t a t e  of the  title, thc river was approxinl;~tely 60 yards 
wide, ant1 the  Weka covered the  tlist;rncc in a l ~ o u t  !)O seco~lds, then 
making a quick t l ;~r t  lor  cover. 
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