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FIELD STUDY WEEK-END, CANTERBURY 
25th - 28th October, 1963 

Considering the ;um;tzing tlist:~nces and amount  of study our  
Regional Organiscr manages to cover with o u r  daily o r  week-end trips, 
it was n o  surprise that a full three-day study course ran smoothly over 
many miles o l  riverbed, swamp, plain m t l  go rge  

T h i s  was not arrangcd without ;I great  deal of thorough planning 
by Dick ,J;~ckson and his committee. For us loc;~ls, ;I 4 a.m. start is 
routine, but  this time plans had to fit with the arrival of the south 
wain, steamer express and planes. However, everything [ell into place 
antl we a11 g;~thered ;IS arranged a t  9.15 a.m. Saturday morning. T o  
p u t  us on o u r  i~lett le,  Mr. Graham T u r b o t t  took us to see New Zealand's 
i tnpnrtant newcomer to the South Island - the Cattle Egret. Th i s  
was ;I highlight l o r  most nrcrnbcrs and we hosts took it as ;I good omen 
For the rest of the week-end. 

O n  then, in convoy to Ken Rowe's a t  Ki~ngiora.  Here  we had 
wclconic morning tea, while wc sorted ou t  and  introduced ;I total of 
thirty-one nienilm-s, including visitors from as far afield as Wellington 
ant1 Dunedin.  All were giveti maps showing the con~ple te  coursc of 
the .-\shley River from the Gorge Bridge to the Main Ko:~cl. I ' h i s  
course WAS divided among five groups, each with a leader and named 
helpers. Every efl'ort was made to ;tllocate the visitors to tliffcrcnt 
groups antl transport, to ensure their mixing with a11 the members. 
A driver of e;tch group was deputed to pick u p  transport a t  the finish 
01' e;tch length and transport his par t  to the main finishing point on 
the main road. 

So, on an  itleal clay lor  sauntering ; ~ n d  enjoyment,  the groups set 
olf o n  their  beats of five o r  six miles. These  I~eats  coultl not, of course, 
lakc into account steep Ix~nks,  deep swilt-llowinc main streams, greasy 
bctls and other obst;~clcs, and tlicre werc many diversions, not ;11ways 
intentional, either overland o r  ur~derw;~ter.  T h e  variety o l  1:irge and 
!:tnall boulders, shingle, sa~t t l ,  tnud, will-lll ; ~ n d  cold water, gave n o  
excuse lor sore feet, however, antl in clue course, over ;I period of a l ~ o u t  
one antl a half hours, everyone emerged a t  the n ~ ; ~ i n  check point. 
I3;lving had only ;I brief I ~ r e i ~ k  for lunch, a11 s c c ~ i ~ e t l  to 11c o l  one 
mind - so in convoy again to  Hills Road lor an  overdue 7.30 p.m. 
Ix~ll'et t c ; ~  a t  Davis's. 

After tea, the results of the five groups were coll;~tetl on  ;I large 
n1;1p Tor a11 to see. Tlicre wcre thirty-eight species, twenty of whicli, 
werc rni~inly river-dwelling I~irds,  totalling 3,931. These  wcre Black 
:Sliqg (7) , White-kmtl  Heron ( IS) ,  Hittcrn ( I ) ,  Chnatl;~ Goose (1) , 
I';~r:dise Iluck (18) , Grey Duck (37) , i\4allartl and  V;rrious Species (89) , 
South Isl;~ntl Pied Oysterc;~tcher (1 18) , Rantled Dottcrcl (285) , Red- 
C:~ppetl  Dottercl (2) : ~ n d  Chicks ( 5 )  , I'icrl Stilt (122), Black-backed 
Gull  (570) , Hhck-billctl Gull  (l!)Ni) , Kl;~ck-fronted T e r n  (251) , Ckipirn~ 
'Tern ( 6 )  , White-fronted T e r n  (2) , Harrier (I 3) , Ri;tgpic (48) , Rock 
Pigeon (412). Pi~sscrines, bank tlwellers o r  birds seen ovcrhc;~tl were, 
in order  of c o ~ ~ s p i c u o ~ ~ s n e s s ,  C;h;~flinch, Redpoll, Grey W ; ~ r l ~ l e r ,  Ycllow- 
hammer, Goldfinch. Rlnckl~irtl, Hetlgcslx~rrow, Thrush ,  Hellbirtl, I'il~it, 
Skylark, St;~rling, I<ingfishcr, Silvcrcyc, Sparrow, Shining Cuckoo, Green- 
finch and Quail. Young were seen o f  the I'aratlise Iluck, Grey Duck. 
Oystercatchcr, B;mded Uottcrcl, Red-capped Dotterel. 



.At 1 0  a.m. Sunday everyonc met enthusiastically to visit the flat 
CXIXIIISC of Lake Ellesrnere, under the leadership of Geoff. Tunnicliffe. 
T o  check thc efliciency of the drivers, he led us on a circuitous route to 
reach the Selwyn II, where we were spread in line abreast to  assess 
the density of nesting in the area. Nineteen Pukeko nests, some with 
chicks, were recorded, and also duck, swan, Canada Goose and Pied Stilt 
nests. This  was a gentle break-in for the afternoon's work at Hart's 
Creek where, in a chill wind, one walked knee deep and waist deep 
or  jumped from clump to clump in an everglades of water and raupo. 
Many ncsts of Pukeko, Hlxk  Swan, Mute Swan and Canada Goose 
were Sound. Though Hittern were seen, no nest was found. Only 
when a group sheltering in the raupo while watching a Swan nest 
realised the wind had added six inches to the water level, did we feel 
it was time to leave this fascinating place. 

On Monday the group met at the Museum at 6 a.m. for the 
60-mile trip to the area where hlarj. Davis had begun a study of the 
Mrrybill. Again the weather was kind, and the visitors were able to 
see much of this unique bird, of its chicks in various stages, and of its 
fascinating parental behaviour. After lunch we were led by Dick 
Jackson to view the Hlack Shag colony on the Kakaia Gorge cliffs, 
whtle he m t l  three nimble cornpanions braved the now gale-force 
wind to climb down to inspect the nursery in the cleft half-way down 
the four hundred-foot cliff. Some of the watchers felt this to he the 
highlight of the week-end. 

We must offer our thanks to our Regional Orpniser ,  Dick 
Jackson, his committee, the drivers of the transport, those who madc 
thc I~illcts so hospitable, the group Ici~tlcrs and female I~clpcrs. 

- PI. M. I). 
. * - 
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FAK NOKTH:  A. 7'. Edgar, Inlet Koad, Kerikeri (Acting) 
NOKTHLAND: A. 7'. Edgar, Inlet Koad, Kerikeri (Acting) 
4UCKLAND: kI. J .  Hogg, 27 Woodside Crescent, St. Heliers, 

Auckland E.1 
COUTH AUCKLAND: H. K. RiIcKenzie, P.O. Hox 45, Clevetlon 
WAIKATO: Mrs. M. L. Tentpler, 14 Hond Street, Claudlands, Hamilton 
SAY O F  PLENTY: R. Weston, 250 Kiver Koad, Ihwerau 
'IOLCANlC PLATEAU: K. W. Jackson, 9 Kenrick Koad, Rotorua 
CISHOKNE-WAIKOA: A. Hlackburn, 10 Score Road, Gisborne 
TAKANAICI: M. G. Macdonald, 1'35 Mangorei Koad, New Plymouth 
WANGANUI: K. W. Macdonald, 127 Ikitara Koad, Wanganui East 
klANAWA7'U: E.. Dcar, Kopane, R.D. 6, Palmerston North 
FTAWKE'S HAY: N. B. Macl<enzic, Pakowhai, K.D. 3, Napier 
'WATKAKAPA: I<. Cairns, I77 Colombo Koad, Masterton 
WELLINGTON: P. C. Harper, 1 4  Campbcll Terrace, Petonc 
NELSON: Dr. M. F. Soper, Takaka 
AIAKLHOKOUGH: S. R. Kennington, Rox 40, Seddon 
CANTEKHUKY: 1. K. Jackson, 1.53 Sparks Road, Christchurch S.W. 2 
WESTLAND: P. Grant, 1 0  Hinton Road, Karoro, Greymouth 
OTAGO: Mrs. J .  H .  Hamel, 42 Ann Street, Koslyn, Dunedin 
SOUTHLAND: Mrs. ICI. Harlow, 152 Lewis Street, Tnvercargill 
STEWAKT ISLAND: K. H .  TrailX, Halfmoon Bay, Stewart Island 


