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By contrast 7. meln~~o leucn  is darker, with perceptible chevron bars 
;uld vcrnliculation on the axilli~ries. T h e  published photographs in the 
paper u n d e r  review (Plates XXV and XXVI) are most consistent in 
this respect with the specimen of T. flnvifies. It must be remembered, 
too, that T. nielrrnoleucn has :I relatively ;IS well as absolutely longer 
bill than T .  pnvipes. In the former thc linear distance from the back 
of the eye to the base of the culnlen is less than half the length of the 
bill; in the latter it is fully h;~lf or more than half. This  can be 
tested in any side-on photograph, such as XXVa in the paper cited. 

These further speculations cannot be claimed to be conclusive, 
but they clo prompt the reHection that:- 

(a) Subjective speculation can be a stimulating exercise up  to a point. 
(11) When the available recorded data in the literature are, as in the 

case of the two Yellowlegs, rather meagre for such common birds, 
are sometimes clcfective. i d  occasionally contradictory, the field 
olxerver can I x  left speculating. 

(c) In d e h u l t  of ;I fresh specirncn even a fifty-year old skin with full 
clat;~ can help the interpretation of photographs consitlerably. 

I f  thc subn~issions advanced above are ;~cceptcd as valid the 
Porirua I~irtl could have been a Lesser Yellowlegs. 
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SHORT NOTE 
WELCONX SWALLOW IN SOUTHLAND 

A I~ i rd  observed at Otatara, near Invercafgi)!, intermittently from 
Noveml~er 1963 to early March 1964 can be tlescr~be<l pq follows: 

About the size of a pipit but in flight and habjts ynlikc any 
bird I have secn. T h e  flight was Cast - fluttering - weavfqg, some- 
wl~a t  Imt-like. 'I'hc bird WAS in ;~ssociation with sp;trrows, g'reenfinch 
and chafhnch around the farm, close to the buildings at  t ipes. , Iq- 
variably separ;itetl from the other birds when they took flight. I t  landed 
very seldom - would soar quite high on its ow11 till lost to view antl 
then next moment would be seen flying fast very close to the ground, 
closely following contours. I t  would persist in this for ten minutes or 
:so over a wide area, frequently coming iuto sight again, and then 
woulcl disappear. It was observed perching only once in rather a bad 
!ight. From the front view the bird was very dark all over, either dark 
grey or brownish, with a small patch of diffused huffy yellow at the 
throat. T h e  colour in flight was a rich velvety brownish-black (almost 
lambent) with a small patch of creamy yellow on the upper tail coverts 
for very low on the rump, seen from behind. T h e  beak appeared to 
be dark antl short, the neck short and the eye dark. The  tail was 
relatively long but n o  other feature about the tail was obvious. 

T h e  flight was so fast and erratic that although I kept the field 
glasses handy I uever succeeded in viewing it through them. 

- L. E. HENDEKSON 

[This account and an accompanying sketch answer the tlcscription 
of a juvenile Wclcome Swallow.-Ed.] 


