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AUSTRALIAN STRAGGLERS I N  NEW EEALAND, 
WITH FIRST RECORD OF THE 

FAN-TAILED CUCKOO 
Ijy E. G. T U R H O T T ,  Crirrtel-hiy Muaeiittl, cmrl 

I<. J. .SCAIILETT, Cnntr ib~ciy  ~VIitse~rv~ 

.~ 7 

I h e  following notes include the re-identification as an  Indian 
Waterlren (C~ctllinztln chlol-olzts indicri) of a specinrcn in C:;~ntcrbr~i-y 
illuseurn believed to be of New Zeal;~ncl origin (formerly identified ;IS 

:In Australi;~n Black-t;~iletl Waterlren, T ~ i O o ~ l y x  uenll-nli.r), togcther with 
new records Ixtsetl o n  spcciniens sent in to the Museum o l  the Fan-tailed 
Cuckoo (Cncor~lct~rlis pyrl-/iop/tct~tir.s) (first New %e;~l ;~nt l  record) ant1 
Fork-t:~iletl Swift (A/>ILs ~>rtci/icir,s). 

INl)li\N W A T E R H E N .  Chlliiritlo c/l/Ol'O/>fi.~ il//lic/i Hlyth, 1842. 
A specimer~ (Canterbury Museum AV. 2437) includetl in the 

collection purcliasctl by the h4useum in 1942 from the late Mr. A.  C. 
O'Connor  and identified 21s Tvibonyx ve~r l~c r l i .~  (Could,  1837) (Otago. 
cx Snryth Collection) now proves to be of this species. It is rec:ortletl 
untler T. uor/rctlis in the Checltli.st (Fleming el (11. 1!)53) ;IS " '0t;lgo' 
without date  "; Oliver (1955) mentions " spccitnens without t lati~ in 
Inuseurns " prefi~nn';~bly inclutling this specimen. 

Unl 'ortuni~tcly some sm;~ll  doubt  must remain as to whether the 
I~irt l  w x  collected in New k ~ l a n t l ,  ;IS the ;111ovc data h;id Ixen recortled 
in Mr. O'Connor's citt:~logue only atid no collector's I i ~ l ~ e l  was ;~ttachctl 
to the specimen. I t  origin;~tetl Irom thc collection m a t k  by the 
ti~xitlcrmist, W. Smytlr, who worked in 1)uneclin in the period approxim- 
ately 18!)5 - 1!110, much of w'lrose mi~terial  was derived from the Dunetlin 
:Ire;l. After W. Sniyth's death,  his bird skins ~x~sse t l  to Hills ant1 Kowlcy. 
'l'lnc skin in question wxs p~~rclr:~sctl  Ily C. A.  Flclning in ,J;~nu:iry, 
I!).lO, m t l  given to A. C:. O'Connor.  

T h e  m;~ te r i ;~ l  av;~i l ;~ble  in New Zc;ll;~ntl collcctiot~s proved in- 
suflicicnt to enable the specimen to be iclentifictl down to sul)species. 
W e  Irave accordingly submitted it to Dr .  Alexander Wctmore,  Rcse;\rch 
Associ;~te a t  the Smithsoniiun Institution, Washington, D.C., ant1 we arc 
grateful to Dr. Wetmore lor  the following report  (it1 lilt.) : " T h e  
g;dlinule . . . is an  interesting specimen. After carel'ul con~par ison I 
have identified it ;IS Gnllitrz~ln chlol-opus ivdicn, an  inimaturc intlivitlud 
with the frontal plate not yet lully clevelopccl. I have nnatlc ;I tlnoro~rgh 
study to be certain that it was not the typical race o f  this spccies that 
might h ; ~ v e  heen carried rather ci~sually by sonic traveller to New 
Zealand. T h e  two races concerned are fairly similar in size, I ~ u t  i?rrlictr 
difZcrs in this stage in bcing darker brown on the 1mc.k ant1 wings, atit1 
also in having ;I wash of this same darker colour on the he;~tl and  
Iiint1ncc:k." 

Commenting also on  tlic possibility tlrat the spccimen provides 
n New Zealand record, Dr.  Mretmorc says: " R a n g e  [of indico] . . . tliff'ers 
son~ewhat  from some of the earlier statements, particularly in that 
birds from Arabia and Iraq arc now placed with typical cklol-op~rs . . . 
Hreeds f rom lLinshmir, southern l'ibet, Assam, southern ant1 eastern 
China and ,J;~p;tn soutli to southern India, Ceylon, central ;tnd soutliern 
Hurnra (loc;~lly) , C;unbodia, the l i i u  Kiu Islantls, Formosa, ant1 Hotel 
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Tabag;~. Migrant in the north, a few remaining through the winter 
months in southern Japan; common at that season in northern Siatn 
and throughout Burma; reported casually l'rom Korea and Sakhalin. 

" T h e r e  is no question but  that this bird is migratory in the 
northern section of the breeding range. 1 have found no definite 
records for the East Indies or the Philippines but believe that eventually 
indictr will be recorded there as a winter visitor though to date it does 
not seem to have been distinguished from the resident forms of these 
;mas. 

" Under these circumstances it would seem reasonable to accept 
the casual occurrence of indicn in New Zealand." 

Our  thanks are due to Mr. A. Lendon, of Adelaide, who pointed 
out during a visit to the Museum that the specimen had been mis- 
identified. 

EASTERN AUSTRALIAN FAN-TAILED CUCKOO. Cocomcrnlir 
py?rho/Jlrtrnft,s plionzcitrr (Lichtenstein, 1823) 
O n  15th June, 1960, a specimen (AV. 19616) was sent in by 

Mrs. A.1. K. Page, of Governor's Bay (Lyttelton Harbour, distant eight 
miles from Christchurch) . It hat1 been killed that day by a cat, but 
was quite undamaged. Colours of soft parts: iris pale brown, eyelids 
lemon ochre, skin round gape orange; female. 

T h e  species ranges from New Guinea through the S o l o n ~ m i  and 
New Hebrides to A~~stral ia ,  New Caledonia and Fiji. Mr. I<. A. Hintl- 
wood, Honorary Ornithologist, Australian M~useum, who kindly examined 
the specimen considerecl it  to I x  a typic;~l example of the above sul>- 
species. He states ( in  l i l t )  : " T h e  species h;~s been recortletl tl1roug.h- 
nut the year from near Sydncy where it is considered nom;ttlic in 11s 
movements during the ;tutunin and wi~i tcr  nlontlls . . . A tcntlcncy 
to wantler is indicated by thc S ~ c t  that there ;Ire two records oE the 
occurrence of the species on 1,ortl Howc Isl;intl, some 300 miles cast 
of New South Wales. One of thcse specimens is still in existence ;lnd 
I have rompsrecl it with material lrom New South Wales and also with 
the New Zerland specimen, and it agrees with such birds." (Cf. Hintl- 
wood, 1940.; 

Mr. Hindwood gives the following additional notes on his 
cxatninati/,n of the specimen: " From the very fine, scarcely noticeable, 
flecking /m thc underparts of the New Zealand bird it would seem that 
it is not quite l'i~lly adult, a fact also indicated by the brownish colour 
of the secondary wing feathers, which in fully adult birds are the same 
colour as the primary wing feathers." 

I:ORI<-TAILED SWIFT. Apus  bncificlls ptrcificfrs (Latham, 1801) 
'Thc following are records of two specimens in the A,luseum's 

collection: 
(a) (AV. 15170.) This  specimen, mummified but with plumage 
little damaged, was rescucd from a kitten by Mr. A. L. Adamson, 
a t  Manakaiaua, South Westland, on Slst May, 1957. 
(11) (AV. 19739.) This  bird, an adult male, was sent to Mr. 

H. D. Heather lrom Waianiwa, Southland, by Mr. I). N. Price, 
who I o ~ m d  it on his fxrm on 20th November, 1960. Mr. Heather 
lorwartled it  to the Museum. T h e  accompanying photograph 01 
the dead swift was taken before it was despatched and appeared 
in the TVeekly A'eros oC 1st March, I!)6 I .  
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Our  spccin~cns  Ilave not Ixen critic;~lly tleternlincd to sul)- 
species, bu t  arc prcsumal~ly  o l  this form, which is prcsetit in Austr;rli;~ 
;is ;I summer  migrant.  
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