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A party consisting ol  Sally E. Synles, 1';tmela D. Sytnes, ,jenny A. 
Mcl'herson, Lois J.  Hishop, Brian D. Hell ( leader),  and  the author  
walked the Heaphy track in the period Jan.  7th 1964 - J a n .  14th. Notes 
were kept of all birds sccn and  also severit1 counts were macle. h810st 
ol' the following notes are f rom the observations ol' the latter three 
members (a11 members o f  O.S.N.Z.). We;tthcr con t l i t i o~~s  wcre poor: 
inainly variable S.W. winds with sliowcrs o r  hei~vy rain on  every day 
except the 14th. T h i s  paper  presents the results ol' the counts. A list 
o l  all birds seen with notes on their status in the ilre;t has I ~ e c n  sent 
to the Recording Scheme. 

Wil1i;tms ( I W ) )  tlescrilxs the Goulitntl I h w n s  a ~ ~ t l  its birds in 
deti~il .  l ' h c  status of birds on the tlowns seems little ch;tngctl, except 
rh ;~ t  the Harrier and  N.Z. Pigeon wcre ;ttltletl to the list of recently 
recordccl I,irtls. T h e  I'igcon, wllicl~ wits sccn in a11 I~ush  on the tlowns 
except the beech, was perhitps most common in the vitrictl I~ush  near 
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the Lewis hut. Harriers were seen along the coast, antl a lone bird 
on the downs. 

T h e  counts wcre carried out in the manner outlined by H.K.McI<. 
(ix. the " bush bird census " o l  Turbot t  and Hull) with three minutes' 
wait and five minutes' counting at  each stop. Tables 1 to 4 summarise 
the results of these counts. Table 1 is of a count made up low ridges 
immediately east of the Heaphy hut: the weather was overcast antl 
warm, with one showcr. T h e  counts were conducted between 1530 
and 1645 hrs. T h e  bush was rain forest with Kata (Metrosideros robztstn 
and M. urn Dellntn) tlomin;~nt: subdominants Mahoe ( M e l i c y  tus m m  iflorus) 
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~ I I I ~  I(:~niahi (I.Vei?r~ti~mt~icc ~rtcenioscr), with Kickie (Fwycinetici Doultsii) 
forming ;I s l l ru l~  layer. 8 / l  164. 

Table 2 is of ;I count matlc. up  the ridge upon which the Lewis 
h u t  is situated. T h e  weather was overcast with steady rain,  but  warm. 
T h e  three counts were it11 contluctctl between 1000 m t l  1050 hrs. T h e  
bush was rain forest with Quintinia (Quitllinio nczctifolin) ant1 K a n ~ a h i  
as dominants and emergent Kimu ~ l ~ o c r y d i ~ o t ~  c z r ~ ~ r e ~ . s i ~ t ~ c ~ ~ ~ ) ,  ikith less 
Kiekie as a shrub layer. 10/ l /64.  

T a I ~ l e  3 is of ;I count tnatlc along the Heaphy track in the patch 
of Ijush i~nmctli ;~tely west of the Downs hut.  Coun t  8 was made on 
131 1/64 and 9 on  1211 164: on  both clays the weather was cool with 
I'cw showers. Hetwcen them the counts cover the period 1350 - 1715 hrs. 
l ' h e  Ijush was mountain Ijccch (A1otltof(~girs .sol(ct~rlti cl i /Jo~tioir/~s),  
su r rou~~t l e t l  Ijy tli\w-icatit~g scrub W I I ~ L I I  w o ~ ~ l d  be in he;~r ing ; ~ l ~ o l t t  
h;111' the t i n ~ e .  

71'i~l~le 4 is ol' a count tn;~tlc along the Heaphy track itn~nctliatcly 
t l~ rough  the lx~tcli  ol I ~ ~ t s h  of' t ;~blc  3. Coun t  10 was matic on  121 1 / ( id 
a t ~ t l  11 o n  13/l/ i i4,  with the same weather ;IS lor 8 and !). Hoth 
counts I'all within the period 1415- 1630 hrs. T h e  vegetation was 
Ketl Tussock (Cltiotrocltloo ~igi r ln)  witli su l ) t l o t~~ inan t  clivaric;iti~~g shrul)s. 

For each bird species a t  each counting area the average n ~ u m l x r  
rccortlctl a t  each stop has been c;~lc~tlatetl :  this is the Ixst index 01' 
popul;~tion density lor comp;~rison with other arcas. It is Iloped t l ~ c  
cc:Lrnts will provide a Ijasis for comparison in future years and also 
give ;I nlorc quantit ;~tive itlea of numbers t h i ~ n  is usu;~l. 

However, it must Ije remcml~crctl  that weather, time ol thy ,  ant1 
(ttlost import ;~nt)  time o l  year produce signific;~nt tlifl'eret~ces in the 
i ~ ~ t l c x  lor  the s;lmc p o p u l ; ~ t i o n  A general result is t l ~ a t  the tlircc I~ush  
:Ireas hatl esscr~ti;~lly similar Ijirtl indices: 8, 10.3, and 7.7 birds per  stop 
rcs l~ct ively ,  while the tussock ;treii hat1 the sm;~llcr intlcx ol' 3.3 w l ~ c t ~  
its I)irtls are on  the whole Inore conspicuous. 

*- 
SHORT NOTE 

SPUR-WINGED PLOVER HKEEI>ING IN C:t\NTEIiHUKY 
011 17th November, 1963, Mr. K. Novis, ranger to the North 

Canterbury Acclirnatis;~tion Society, reported to Canterbury M u s e u n ~  
h e  presence oI' ;I pair  of strange I~ircls which were evidently nesting 
o n  the tussock flats of Lake Station a t  the he;~tl  (N.W. e d )  ol Lake 
Taylor  (Hawarden district, North Canterbury) . Mr. Novis notetl that 
the Ijirtls were performing tlistr:~ction display I ~ u t  the nest could not 
be found. l ' hey  were readily identified Irom his description as Spur- 
winged Plovers. In early 1)ecenlljer E.I<.S.II. cxi~minetl  the area without 
fillcling t l ~ e  nest, bu t  it w i~s  I'ountl shortly alter t l ~ i s  by ;I I ,  Ken 
Allinghatn, on  ;I viait to the arca. Ken rillingham rel~ortctl  l ~ i s  find to 
E.I<.S.li. a t ~ d  11ad noted t h i ~ t  the nest contained ;I newly-hiitclletl chick 
;III(! one  egg. 

O n  i~l jout  20th April, 19@,  three ;~tlults were seen flying together 
in the sitme locality Ily Mr. 1). M;tintlonaltl (N. Canterbury Acclimatis- 
ation Society ranger) ,  presutn;~bly the Ixtrents and grown chick. 

A fur ther  rccortl was sent in to the Museum by Mr. W .,I. Harris 
who, on  7th N o v e n ~ l x r ,  1!)63, saw ;I pair  o t ~  the C l ; ~ r c t ~ c c  l i ivcr I ~ e d  
to the north o l  Ixck's Pass (N. of H a n m e r ) :  it was not  known whether 
~ , l ~ e s e  were I~reetling. - E. I<. S. K O W E  X. E. G. T U K H O T T  


