
L I T T L E  E G R E T S  A T  G R E Y M O U T H  
O n  2nd May, 1961, alter I h ;~d  just tlisc~tssctl the Cattle Egret 

rcport  with A4r. Jones ,  Cobtlcn, I visited ;I popular  witcling-bird pool 
a t  Cobtlen. 1 was ;~grce;tbly surprised to  sce three Litt le Egrcts, Egl-ettci 
gal-zetla, i~n t l  one  White  Heron, Egrell(r n l h  modesln, together in onc 
pool. I hurriedly picked u p  Mr. Jones and took him to the scene. 
In  good light a ~ i t l  a t  close range he studied the bircls carefully ;uncl 
:;aid that they werc not  the same ;IS the bird he  hi~tl  seen a t  Coal Crcck. 
'The White  Heron was much bigger than the Cattle Egret and the 
Little Egrets were slighter and smaller t l i i~n the Cattle Egret. l 'he 
Litt le Egrets were behaving in their usual frantic way and it was 
;~nlus ing to see then1 dashing around fishing very actively. T w o  raised 
t l ~ c i r  wings a t  each other ;IS i l  about  to begin sparring and, when onc 
I;~ntled alongside a Wllitc-ktcctl Heron, i\'olo~~/ro)rx ~tovcte~~o//eit~rlilrc, both 
raised their leathers noticeably and displayed a t  each other. Later, 
thc two that sccmctl to keep together had ;I further display session. 

Ilnfortunately, I wits not able to spend ~nuc l i  time olxcrving the 
birds t1i;tt day. However, the I~ills of the I~irt ls  were notice:tbly tlilfercnt. 
? * 
I wo had black upper  n1antlibles from the t ip to rlc;trly thc Iacial mask, 
thc lower m;intlibles being ycllowisli grecn. T l i c  other I~irt l  h x l  bl;tck 
upper  and  lower mandibles from the t ip back lor sonlc distance, then 
changed to orange on upper  and lower m;rntliI~les before reaching the 
l. , ILI~I I  :, ~~l i t sk .  I saw the last-mentioned bird a t  close range in Higlit and 
its Sect and ;I short anklet  ;~l)ove the lcct were ;I greenish colour. 
Unt1erne;tth the leet was not noticeably ycllow 21s in ;I bird seen hcre 
previously; more greenish (iVolorni,r 9: 4, 1,. 122) .  l 'he uppcr  Ixtrts 
of the legs were tlark grey, t h c ~ ~  grey down tlic front of the legs until 
L I I C  grccn anklet was rc;tclietl; the Ixtck ol' the legs turnctl l'rotu h r k  
grey to ;I greenis11 colour ;tl,ove the tarsus ;ant1 this continued tlow~t 
1.0 the grccnislt nnklct. O n  onc occxion I saw ;I sllort pltnmc from 
!.he nape. 1 was soon un;tI~le LO locate more th :~n one Little Egret, tny 
Ixst sight.ing I~cing on  the I0tl1 h l ;~y.  
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C A T T L E  EC;I<ET NEAR A3~\STERl 'ON 

O n  25/5/64, K .  Stidolpli ;tnd K. Irons and I visitctl the dairy 
r;trm of R3r. W. Grcig near blascerton and identified ;I "small  Whi te  
1Hcron " 21s being ;t Cattle Egret, il~eieolrr ibis. T h c  bird h ; ~ d  been 
a t  tlie farm lor a wcek bu t  wlien K. W;tlker (who h;~cl been told o l  the 
hirtl by Mr. Greig) hati visited tlic L ~ r m  he was unlucky enough not 
lo have sighted it. 

'I 'hc clay of o u r  visit was overcast bu t  the bird was clearly sccn 
to Iiave a yellow bill. 7 'hc sm;~ll  dark portion a t  the t ip  wils not  
1.1carly sccn bec;~usc leecling on the mutltly fieltts h ; ~ d  sonlcwhat tlis- 
colouretl the area. T h e  I c ~ s  and  feet wcre a tlark greyish colour. 
Yo  I~ulf color;~tion was visil~le - the plum;tge was pure  white. I n  
general ;Ippe;irance it w;ls stockier and shorter than the Little Egrct 
ant! MW ~ ~ t i ~ i d e r i t l ~ l y  snii~llcr tll;ln the White  Heron. 

Fcctling ch;tr;tcteristics werc typical o l  this species in that it was 
c:otistantly in close ;~ttencl;tnce ou  the dairy herd.  Mr.  A.  Greig said 
~ . h : ~ t  when the cows were taken in I'or milking thc bird flew over to 
other citttle in another field. 

O n  50/5/64, which w;~s  I~ r igh t  ;tnd sunny, R4r. Irons : ~ n d  


