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Cliuir~trcrrr o/ L;?c/)erlitio,r C o ~ t r ~ t r i l l e e  

t\rrangements were not  sutlicicntly advi~ncetl to enable 21 r epor t  
to meml~ers  to be pul~lishecl in the , June issue, but  most of the 
problems conlronting the Expeclition Committee, pi~rticul;~rly the vexed 
one of personnel, have finally been resolved. May I say that  this 
happy position is due  in large rnexure  to the unremitt ing efforts of 
ou r  Honorary Secretary, who, since the t\.G.M. in May, has obviously 
devoted nearly a11 his time to Expedition niattcrs, and  to other Society 
affairs. At this stage, may 1 once again stress the fact that the 
Exl~ctli t ion is being wholly sponsored and financed by the Society, and  
agatn request those memljers who intend to give their suppor t  as 
S p o ~ ~ s o r  hfembers to lorward their c o n t r i b ~ ~ t i o n s  without delay. 

Objec l iues  of the  Expedi l iorr  . 
T h e  Lxpetlitiott Conln~i t tcc  purposely witliheld press publicity 

regarding the Expedition until 1st September, ;~ l though some unauthor- 
iscd statements were earlier given to I'ress and Radio.  T h e  objcctives 
have perhaps I~een  sufficiently. publicisetl to members, b u t  are again 
briefly summarisecl as (a) to mark in ;I worthy manner  the twenty-fifth 
year of the Society's life; and (11) to increase ou r  knowledge o l  the 
b i rd  life, botany, and  cntomology of tlie I<erm;~tlccs. Elsewhere is this 
issue, ,J.  H. Sorensen h ;~s  produced ;I paper giving ;I complete sunlm;lry 
o l  the recorded bird life o!' the Group;  b u t  much remains unknown. 
piirticuli~rly of the out-lying isl;~ncls such ;IS Mi~cauley and Curtis. T h e  
period 1711 1 / f i 4  t o  2'31 1/65 is designed to cover jn par t  the breeding 
season of ;I t ~un lbc r  o l  the temperate zone se;~-birtls 21s well as that o l  
some of the tropical gannets, terns and notltlies, tropic bircls, and 
petrels. T h e  broad plan of work will be drawn u p  by the scientific 
le;~tlers in consultation with Dr.  Falls; details for its implementation 
can only be finally decided alter arrival on  Kaoul. 

Pe~:vorl ilel 
Acltnir~istrative Lc ide r  and Scribe: A.  1'. Edgar. 
Scientific Leaders: F. C. Kinsky arid G. K. Willii~~iis.  
Stores and l ' r ;~nspor t :  1). V. Mcrton. 
Botanist: W. K. Sykes, Botany Ilivision, I3.S.I.K. 
Ento~nologist:  Owcri R .  Wilkes, non~inate t l  I,y the Bishop M ~ ~ s c u t n ,  

Hawaii. 
Ornithologic;~l Rilernbers: D. E. Crockett ( W a n g m u i ) ,  ,J. A. Pearl 

(Palmerston Nor th ) ,  both teachers o l  science; C. N .  Challies (Lower 
Hut t )  , 1'. Child (t\lexantlra) , D. G. Dawson (Christchurch) , M. ,I. Hogg 
(Aucklantl) , ;IIIC[ A. Wright (Lighthouse Service) . 

7 .  1 1.0 1 1 . v p ) ~ t  
Through  the valued co-ol~er;~tion of the Hoti. 1)eatr Eyre, Minister 

of Defence, H.iV1.N.Z.S. 'Lachl;~n ' ~vi l l  transport  ~ ~ e r s o ~ ~ n e l ,  perishable 
stores and  equipment  both to ant1 I r o n  the Group.  Without  this 
iiclp, the unclertaking would have been beyond tlie resources o l  the 
Society. Hulk stores are being tra~isportccl unde r  C.A.A. arrangements 
on M.V. ' Holml~urri , '  leaving early in November, with 13. V. Mcrton 
on I~oarcl ;IS art irtlvance party. 
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I~~ter- is lnt~rl  Work 
T h e  'Committee has louncl it net essary to purchase a dinghy and 

outboard motor to work the Meier Group adjacent to Kaoul, and of 
course these items will have :I substantiit1 resale value. l ' l ~  problem 
of providing transport for parties to the far outlying islands of Curtis 
and Macauley has not yet been solved, but we may possibly get assistance 
f r o ~ n  yachts on summer cruising, to which end an article on the 
Expedition has been published in the August issue of the ' Pacific 
Islands Monthly,' a journal with a wide circulation amongst yachtsn~en 
in countries bordering the I'acific Ocean. We have also reason to hope 
that for the final week transport of parties to these islands will be 
possible. A permanent camp will be established on Kaoul Island, in 
the vicinity of the Meteorological Station, with satellite camps at 
Meier Island, Denham Bay, and other places where concentrations of 
breeding birds are found. T h e  Ofhcer in CAarge at Kaoul has ofierecl 
valuable assistance to the Expedition in the way of vegetables, milk, 
fresh meat, and the use o l  certain facilities. Radio equipment for 
intercommunication between the camps is being :tcquiretl. 

Publication of Results 
I t  is intended that a book with popular appeal, after the style 

of Guy Mountfort's ' Portrait of a Wilderness,' be published on the 
activities of the Expedition. Such a book could have a wide sale 
overseas, and recoup for the Society some o l  its outlay on the under- 
taking. T h e  scientific findings will be published in ' Notornis,' probably 
in  a special issue, o r  issues. As is customary in such expeditions, 
members are required to sign an agreement not to publish auy matter 
independently, without the sanction of the Committee. 

Sponsor M e m  be~.shi$ 
I t  was announced at  the A.G.M. in May that Council had 

approved an invitation being given to members of the Society to become 
Sponsor Members of the Expedition by contributing the sum of Five 
Rounds. This would entitle them to a free copy of the book to be 
published, with their names listed as an appendix to the book. T o  
date (20/9/64) the sum of f301 has been subscribed, and members 
still wishing to contribute ;we requested to do so now. 
Patronage of the Expedition 

His Excellency the Governor-General, Sir Bernard Fergusson, has 
been pleased to accept the office of Patron of the Expedition. Until 
this important announcement could be made, and for other good 
reasons, no earlier publicity has been given to the Expedition. 
General 

A mass of detailed planning has been completed by the 
Expedition Leader and aj~proved by the Expedition Committee. All 
manner of essential equipment has been provided for, from tape 
recorders to clirnl~ing ropes, from collecting gear to camp ovens. 
Unexpected items of expense have arisen, such as, for example, the 
need to take out an insurance for some thousands of pounds to cover 
the possible cost of the emergency evacuation of a casualty. Adequate 
emergency medical arrangements are available on Kaoul, and first-aid 
kits are being provicletl. T h e  Committee is grateful for the ready and 
extensive co-operation offered by the Hon.  Minister of Defence, Civil 
Air Administration, the Captain of ' Lachlan,' and the Officer in Charge 
at  Raoul. 


