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By J .  H .  SOIIEArSEAT 

I n  view of the proposal to celebrate thc twenty-fifth anniversary 
of  the O.S.N.Z. with a11 expedition to study the birds of the Kermatlec 
Islands, I have prepared the following list of birds known o r  reported 
f rom this group. I give both verified and unverified reports and  
sightings, with brier notes culled from some of the sources to which 
T h i ~ ~ e  had access, together with some of my own observations made 
in 19,111. 7'11~ cli~ssification follows tlie Cltecklist of New Zecdanrl 
13iwl.s 1953, excepting where the exact position of the spccics is 
unknowr~  or  the subspecific position requires determination. 

W A N D E R I N G  A L B A l K O S S  Dio~t~eclecc exztln71.r exul(rns 
T h e  inclusion of this ;~ll)atross in the Kcrmatlec lists rests mainly 

on  sight records a t  sea ;di;rcent to the islantls. Cheeseman (1888) 
repor tul  sighting ;t fcw intlivitlu;~ls dur ing a voyage to and  from the 
islands and was informed by Mr. Bell that it I~rctl  on  the Chanter  
Islets to the north-east ol' K;toul Island. As is generally known, these 
allxitrosses Ijrccd on c i r cun~po l ;~ r  sub;lnt;~rctic islantls. T h e  birds men- 
tioned as breeding on Cl i ;~ntcr  Islets would a ln~os t  certainly be Hluc- 
I';~cctl Hoobies (Suln tloctylot tx) .  Iretlale (1 9 10) reported that the only 
record he h;ld of a Wander ing Alljatross was of one which had been 
w ~ s h e t l  ashore a t  I k n l x ~ r n  Hay previous to his arrival on  Raoul  Island 
In 1908. Oliver (1955) lists the Wandering Allxrtross ;IS ;I "straggler 
to K;~ou l  Island." H e  was i l l  the s;rtnc 1)irrty 21s 1recl;tle but  does 
not  niention this species in his l!)3O edition of iVeru Ze(cl/rnd Birds, 
where he records llionretletr e p o ~ r ~ o / ~ / r o ~ t r  ;is occurring " I'rom thc Kerma- 
tlcc Isl;rt~tls southwartls to C;~mpl)cll  Isli~ntl." 

I siglltetl Wandering. .i\llx~trosscs a t  sea between Auck1;rntl and 
l iaoul  Island in I!)-1-1 in 1;ltitutle 34" 36' S. and longitude 177" 50' E. 
;II  whicll year Warncr  (1!)48) I'ountl ;I carcasc on ;I Ixxch about  fil'tecn 
n~ i l e s  south-c;~st of Noumea. Hintlwootl and Cunningham (1950) re- 
ported the finding of ;I tlc:~tl Wander ing Albatross a t  Lord Howc 
Isl;~ncl in 1935. 
ROYAL ALBA7'KOSS Ijiomedetr epotr~o/>lrowc 

From the I'oregoing notes it is t loul~t lu l  i t  the Koyal Albatross 
s l~oul t l  Ijc included in the Kermatlec list. However, these birds are 
met with a t  sea of1 and  to the north o l  Uaoul Is1;rntl. I sighted 
nllxitrosses hetwecn Auckl;rntl and U ; ~ o u l  I s h n d  in 1944 which I took 
to I)e Koyals and  not  W;~ntlerers: but  I ;in1 riot prelxtral  to state which 
sulxpccies was prcsent. 

HL:\C:IC-HKOWEl) MOLI,Y N A W  I< Dio~tlecietr ? t ~ e l n u o / ~ l r ~ i s  
T h i s  is another species sighted a t  sea on the way to tlie Kermadec 

Islantls and  in their  vicinity. Oliver (1'330 and  1!)55) says that localities 
where it h;rs Ijcen sighted include the I<erm;~tlec Isla~ntls, but  Cheeseman 
(1890) ;ig;~in erred when he reported it breeding. on  Curtis Island. 

1 d id  not  sight this mollyni;~wk closer to Kaoul Island th;ul the position 
In which I saw the Wander ing i\ll)atross. In 1944 W a r n e r  (1948) 
reported the finding of ;I Black-Inowed h4ollymawk a t  New Caledonia. 
\t\IHITE-CAPPED or  SHY MOLLYMAWK Diovreden cnutn . . 

1 include this species in the present list since I saw. it farther 
north bctween Auckl;rntl and  R ; ~ o n l  Island in 1914. 111 lati tude 
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32' 36' S. and longitude 179' 15' E. one bird was seen but did not 
approach our vessel very closely. 

LIGHT-MANTLED SOOTY ALBATROSS Phoebetrin palpebmtn 
This  is another albatross placed in the Kermadec list from sight 

records at sea. Cheesemarl (1887 and 1890) states this species was 
noted at sea between Sunday (= Raoul) Island and Macauley Island. 
Oliver (1930 and 1955) says it has a range " from Kermadecs to 
Macquarie Island," and "sight records at the Kermadccs." 

G I A N T  PETKEL or NELLY i\fctcronectes giganteils 
I have been unable to find anv recorded sighting of this bird in 

the Kermadec region. It is stated in the Checklist of n'ew Zec~lnntl 
Birds (1953) as having a range "widely and abundantly in New Zealand 
seas and north rarely to  25" S." Hindwood mt l  Cunningham (1950) 
recorded a Giant Petrel which was taken at  Lord Howe Island in 1914. 
I did not sight the Giant Petrel in I<ermadec waters in 1944, but its 
occurrence is probable. 

CAPE PIGEON Dnption copensis. 
Inclusion of the Cape Pigeon also rests on sightings at sea in 

the vicinity of the islands. Cheeseman (1887) reports this bird as 
plentiful at sea all around the group and, in 1890, as "plentiful at 
sea all around the group - in fact one of the commonest petrels at 
the time of my visit in August 1887." I did not see the Cape Pigeon 
north of Cuvier Island in 1944. 

PKION or WHALEBIKD Pnclry/>tiln desolcrtcr 
According to Oliver (1912) the skin on which the record for 

the island is based ". . . was taken from a specimen found by R.  13ell 
cast up  by the sea on Denham Hay bcach on 29th July 1910.'' Oliver 
makes no further reference to this bird (1930 iund 1955). 

NARROW-BILLED PKION Pnchyptiln belcheri 
In  July 1944 I found a single specimen o l  this species cast 

ashore on the beach at  Denhim Hay. 

FAIRY PRION Pnchyptiln tzrrtirr 
My only reason for including this bird in the Kermadcc list 

is a statement by Oliver (1930) - " . . . specimens can be found washed 
u p  on almost any part o l  the coast and it has been recorded from 
the Kerrnadecs . . ." T h e  Check1i.s~ (1953) states the species ranges 
commorlly throughout the Ncw Zealand r e ~ i o n  and straggles north 
to  New Guinea. I did not record this bird In 1941. 

WEDGE-TAILED SHEAKWATEK Pulfinz~s p(rcijicu~ poci/;ci~.s 
Known locally on Kitoul Island as the Klack Hurrower, this 

large petrel breeds in large numbers on that island whence specimens 
were first forwarded to New Zealand by T. Bell in 1890. T h e  birds 
arrive at Raoul Island in early October and burrowing commences 
almost at once, with egg-laying in early 1)ecember. 

SHORT-TAILED SHEARWAT'ER Pillfinus tenuirostris 
T h e  inclusion of this species in the Kermadec list is because of 

the statement by Oliver (1930) "Specimens have been obtained at 
. . . Sunday Island," and in 19.55 - " Specimens have been obtained 
a t  Raoul Island . . ." I have no further records and did not see or 
hear this petrel in 1944. 
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According to Chccselnan (18!)0) this species was collected a t  the 
Kerm;ttlec 1sl;tntls first by h4cCillivr;1y in 1S.54. Most s u l ~ s e c l u c ~ ~ t  visitors 
11;rve found this petrel breeding on Meyer Isl;~ntl where it excavates 
short  burrows Irom almost w - l c v e l  to high on  thc hillsitles. I f o u ~ ~ t l  
this I~irt l  I~rcet l i t~g o n  kleyer Islantl in August ;tntl Septcmlxr  ol  1911, 
the birds then 11;wing either well-incubi~tctl eggs or  young chicks. Murphy 
(1!)27) tlescri!,etl this sul~sl,ec:irs from specimens taken horn Herald 
Islets Ily 11. H. Heck o l  the \Yhitney South Sea l':xpxlition. 

[ J .  H. Sorensen 
Fig. 1 - Allied Shearwater, Meyer Island, 6/8 /44,  

SUN1)i\l7 ISLAND I'E'I'REL, P/erorlro~t,(r c?cler.~n cer.victrlis 

7'his I~irt l  is also known ;IS tlre Kl;~ck-c;~pl~ctl  Petrel. It I m e d s  
a t  higher levels on  Raoul Islantl, the first recorded specimen being 
procured Irotn the I<ern~;tdec group ant1 tlcscril~etl by Salvin in 189 1. 
Oliver (1930) st;~tctl this I~irt l  ;~ppe;~rct l  to be tlecrcasing in numbers 
through the ravages o l  cats, only a lew sc;~ttcrctl colonies thcn being 
known. Mc also states (1930 ant1 I!).',.',) that  thc I~ircls arrive a t  Kaoul 
Isliintl in October, barrow dur ing Novcmlxr,  with I'resh eggs having 
been takcn from Dcceniber 26th to January 2nd. T h e  young Ixcorne 
fully fledged tluring May ant1 leave thc islancl in June.  
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PHOENIX I'ETKEL Pl'erotll-ornn rtlbn 
T h e  inclusion of the I'hoenix Petrel in the Kermadec list rests 

on a specimen collected by W. S. Bcll on Kaoul Island in 1913 antl 
later described by Mathews and Iretlale as Aestr-elntcl oliveri; also, 
Oliver (1950 and 195.5) records that four birds 'were seen on thc ground 
in the forest in 7th hlarch 1913. H e  presumed that the species prob- 
ably bred on the island. 

[J. H. Sorensen 

Fig. 2 - Kermadec Petrel, light phase, surface-breeding on Meyer 
Island, 6/8/44. 

KEKNADEC I'ETKEL Pterotll-omcr neglectii 
T h e  I<erm;!dec Petrel wrs first collected by McGillivray, Naturalist 

to  the "Heraltl," in 1854, b ~ t t  was not tlescriljed until 1863. It is :I 

common surface-l~recding I,irtl on  110th Kaoul ant1 h4eyer Islmds and, 
on account o l  the polymorphism ex11il)itctl antl the varied breeding 
times, several names have Ixen applied. On Kaoul Island the birds 
appear in late August, fresh eggs being noted as early as 20th October 
and as late as 6th December. Most chicks are l~atchetl by the end of 
January and thc birds Icave the island during May. O n  the other 
hand, on Meyer Island in A~igust 1944, 1 found fiedglings ready to 
fly, downy chicks, and cvcn one bird still inculmting. 
COOK'S I'ETKEL Pte~.oclroinn cookii 

According to Oliver (1930 and 1'355) this petrel has ;I range 
oE - " New Zealand seas, especi;dly east of the main islands From the 
Kermadecs to the Bounty Islantls." 1-hc Clrecltli.rt (1953) gives a 
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scn~cwha t  similar range. I did nor record this specics in 1944 ; ~ n d  
c;111 trace n o  definite rccortls. It can Ije notctl that C:heese~l~an (1890) 
recortlccl the next species (1'. Iry/~olcrrc.tr t r igr i /~err r r i .s )  ; IS Cook's Petrel. 
HLt\CI<-WINGIID I 'EI 'KEL P t e r o t l m ~ r i ( r  h y j ~ o l e r r c / ~  ir igi . i /~errr i i .v 

'I'liis petrel was recorded Ijy C:lreesenran lrom specimens collected 
I I .  l e l .  .l'lle birds were l'orw;trtlctl to Kotllscl~iltl, wllo rccognisctl 
its distinctness and t l~scr i lx t l  it in 18!)3. It is ;I Ijreetli~lg species and  
is tlescril~etl ;IS more numerous or1 the ou t ly i~ lg  islands, espcci;~lly 
M;~cauley ; ~ n d  Curtis, t h n  on Kaoul. It is a summer I,reetler, being 
f rs t  he;~rtl in Octolxr,  the eggs laid in Dcccmljcr and early, , J a n ~ ~ ; ~ r y ,  
and the y o ~ t r ~ g  birds leaving the isl ;~t~tls towards the end oL April. 

[J. H. Sorensen 
Fig. 3 - Red-tailed Tropic Bird, Raoul Island. Fledgling just out of 

nest, 2/5/44.  

RED-1'A [LEI) TKOI'JC Kl KD l J l t ( te t l ro~r  ,/./I b r io r r~ t l t r  ,t.o.teotirrcin 
7 .  l h i s  bird is ;I regular summer visitor to the l<erm;~tlec Islat~tls, 

its southern I~ountlary lor breeding purposes. It is occ;~s iot~;~l ly  seen 
dur ing the winter ~non ths ,  11ut the ~ n a i n  ar r iv ;~l  a t  K ;~ou l  Isl ;~r~tl  is 
dur ing October. Eggs are Iaitl I~etwcen mid-Decetnljer ;111tl mi t l - , Jan~~ary,  
occasioni~lly h t c r ,  ; ~ n d  most birds lc;~vc the islantls dur ing April and 
R4;1y. Nesting takes place o n  letlgcs ; ~ n d  in sh;~llow holes in coast;~l 
cliffs. 
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Kermatlcc Isl;~ntls, antl stated 111:lt Mr. T. Well, who resitlcd a t  Kaoul 
kl;rncl, infornmctl Ilim it  bred o n  Mcyer Isl;~ntl and other out-lying 
rocks. 'l'liis is no doubt  correct, though during ten ~nonths '  residence 
on K i m d  Island in 1!)08 only two drift specimens were found . . . in 
Septenllm-." R4urphy and Irving (1951) described the Kermadec sub- 
species which is characterisrd by having the rump and  upper  tail coverts 
white instead of grey. T h e  specimens were collected off Kaoul and 
Meyer Islantls by the Whitney South Sca Expetlition in November 1925. 
'I'he breeding status of this storm petrel is unknown and, although I 
excavated numerous sm;rll and frcsh burrows on  Meyer Island in late 
September 1944, all were untenanted. Some burrows ditl have a little 
fresh nesting material a t  the ends. All burrows excavated were three 
to four leet in length. ;~lmost double tlie length of Allied Shearwater 
burrows. 

.L\USTKAI,IAN G A N N E T  S I I [ ( I  11tr.ssniri1 ,sei.ril to~ 
C;hcescn~an (18!)0) ;ctlmittetl this birtl to his list ol I<crm;cdcc 

birds on the authority 01' Mr. -1'. Hell, who stated it was identical 
with the New Ze;~l;rntl Gannet  antl not infrequently visited Kaoul 
lslancl. Iretlale (1'312) col~siclcretl this birtl should be omitted from 
the I<erm;cclc~s list until skins were ;ictually Cor thcon~i~~g  from the 
group. I ditl not record the Gannet  dur ing 1944. 

MASKED or  BLUE-FACED BOOBY Sultc d n c l y l n t ~ c ~  fiel-so?rrctii 
This  species breeds in tlie Kern~adec area on outlying islands 

but  no t  on Kaoul Island itself. In 1944 Meyer Island was the only 
outlier on which 1 ~nanaged  to land .  O n  24th September 1 found 
two birds with nests, one with one egg, the other with two, all eggs 

[ J .  H. Sorensen 
Fig. 4 - Masked or Blue-faced Booby, Meyer Island, 24/9/44. 
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Ix ing  11c;cvily incubated. Other  sitting I,irtls could be seen o n  less 
;~ccessible parts of  Meyer Isli~ntl. Other  visitors h ;~vc  recorded this 
Booby on  I~ot l l  M;cc;ruley and  Curtis Islantls. Apparently eggs are 
found Srom late August to Novemlxr.  
HROM'N BOOBY Suln le~tcog.ii.sle~ plotus .- 7 1 his species does straggle south and has occurred several t i~ilcs 
in New Ze;~lantl. Oliver (I!)%) and  1955) included this Booby among 
1.11e I<crn~atlec birtls on inlorlnation rcccivctl from Roy Hcll. I d id  
no t  record it dur ing 1941. 

LITI 'LE HLACK SHAG Ph(1111c~ocolnx s111ci~o.slri.s 
T h e  inclusion of this species in ;I I<ermatlcc list rests upon  a 

pcrson;cl communication from K.  S. Bell to the late Dr.  W. K. H. Oliver 
that - " .  . . ;I small number  once took up  their a l~ot lc  o n  Kaoul  
Isl;~rltl attd r e n ~ ; ~ i l ~ e t l  lor  a lew years." .A sighting by K. Hcll cannot 
I x  ignored, hut  n o  other resident or  visitor h i ~ s  reported sightings a t  
the I<crn~atlecs. 

I;l<IC;A7'E KIKDS Fr-egltltr spp. 
'I'lcerc arc ;I nutml~er o l  sight records of Frigate Sirtls a t  Kaoul  

Isl;~ntl but  n o  reliable inlor1n;ltion exists as to whether F. 111inor o r  
F. ci~.iel, or  Ix)th, visit the I<errnatlccs. Hot11 I ~ a v c  occurred in New 
Zc;~l;~ncl proper ;IS stragglers. Chccsetnan (1888 and  1890) says that 
Mr. Hell informecl him t h t  Frigate Kirtls visited thc island (Kaoul) 
every spring ; ~ n d  summer bu t  were not pernlancnt rcsitlents. .I have 
one sight record in November 1!)14 which was undoul~tcdly  o l  ;I Frigate 
Bird a t  Kaoul  Island. 

R E E F  H E R O N  C, . ~ ~ V I , I L ( I  , .S(ICY(I sil CY(I 

Cheeseman (18'30) :ctlmittetl this species on the authority of 
Mr. Hcll, who inlormed him it w;~s  seen occ;~sionally in the group. 
N o  other sightings seem to h;lve I m r ~  ~n ;~c lc  and  it is thcrcforc very 
indefinite as to whether Keel Herons have occurred or, if they have, 
wllich species they were. In Octolxr  1!)44 1 was inl'ormctl of two birds 
:;em in flight from Low 1;lat on Kaoul Isl;~ntl, my in l ' o rn~ i~n t  calling 
thcln "Hluc  Cranes." I saw n o  sign oS thcsc birtls on subsequent 
sc;~rclles. 
GREY I)UC:I< A~rci.s .~zipercilio,vn .trc/~ercilio,c~i 

l ' h e  Grey l>uck, too. was xlmittetl  to the Kern~adcc  list by 
Cltccscman on the inSorn~ation o l  Mr. Bell. Cheesen~an did  not  see 
this duck but  later olxervers have. Oliver (1!)12) states nests wcrc 
lountl in the crilter ol' Kaoul 1sl;untl in October 1910, one containing 
six eggs, the other seven. In 19-11, ; t p r t  Irom odd sightings of single 
birtls elsewhere o n  Kaoul Island, I found Green Lake in the crater 
ni;~inly used by Grey Duck, 31 Ixing sigl~tctl there on 7th May. O n  
5th Sept~II lber  12 werc seen on Hlue Lake. 

HA l i K l E K  HAWK Civczis crj)j)wxi711rn~r.v 
Almost all visitors to the Kern~;ttlec Tslantls II;IW reported sighting 

H;~rr ier  H ~ w k s  bu t  I have n o  record of ;I specimen having Ixen  taken. 
'l 'hus the exact subspecific status of the birtls which occur there remains 
i l l  tlnubt. According to Hell, ;IS reported b y  Chcesemicn (1890), thc 
Harrier is not  ;I pcrnlanent resident but  clisappei~rs each year in 
September; re turning the lollowing January.  According to Hell the 
hawk is driven from the islantls by the Sooty Te rns  and he  was con- 
fident that  they ~nigr ;~te t l  to New Zealand. If this is the casc then thc 
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subspecies will be goulcli; otherwise, and this is possible, the birds will 
be Fiji Harriers (C. (1. nppoxinurt2s). I saw hawks on Kaoul Island as 
late as 26th October 1944 and !eft the island shortly ;tfterw;~rds. 

MOUND BIRD Megoporlius spp. 
'The inclusion of a species of A4egapodiu.s in a Kermadec list 

rests entirely on hearsay evidence. Cheeseinan (1890) says - " T h e  
same Mr. Johnson states that when lie lived on Sunday Island, wliich 
was prior to the eruption of 1876, ;I bird inhabited the floor of the 
large,crater which made mounds of sand and decayed leaves 2ft. to 3ft. 
high, laying its eggs in the mound. H e  was in the habit of visiting 
the mounds for the sake of the eggs and young birds and has frequcntlv 
taken four or six from the same nest at one time. T h e  eruption of 
1876 covered the floor of the crater with ;I deposit of niutl very similar 
to that tlirown out by tlie eruption ol Tarawcra and apparently killed 
out the species for it has not been seen since." If, indeed, a Megapode 
did inhabit Kaoul Island, it is long extinct there. 

BANDED RAIL Rnllzrs phi1ippen.si.s 
Cheeseman (1890) wrote - " Striped Rail (linllzts f ih i l iPf~e~sis  L.) 

Sunday Island, vicinity oU lagoor, in Denliam Bay, but by no means 
common." Iredale (1912) writes - " Cheeseman notes it as ' b y  no 
means common ' at Denham Hay lagoon. Altl~ough we camped at this 
spot for ten months, i t  was neither heard nor seen. I t  is possible that 
stragglers may occur, and it would be delightfully interesting to know 
which subspecies straggles to this out  of the way place." Mayr (1949), 
in  his " Notes on the Birds of Nort!lern Melanesia," has this to say of 
Rallus philippensi.~ - " T h e  Handed Rail is one of the most successful 
colonists of the islands of the Pacific. T h e  range extends froni Cocos 
Keeling and the Philippines in the west to Tasmania and New Zealand 
in the south and Samoa in the cast . . ." No other resident or visitor 
to the Kermadecs has listed the Banded Rail and 1 saw no sign of it 
in 1944. 

SPOTLESS CRAKE Porzn~ia tabuensis plumben 
Whereas the position in respect of the Banded Kail must remain 

doubtful there is no doubt that the Spotless Crake can be included 
in the Kcrmaclecs list. It was found breeding at  Denham Bay by 
R.  S. Bell in 1909 and this was recorded by Oliver (1912). I failed 
to find this bird in  1944 b u ~  one doubtful sighting was made on 
Meyer Island that year. Lindsay (1929) recordecl seeing one bird 
on h,Ieyer Island. 

PUKEKO or SWAMI' H E N  Po?-$hyl-io p o v ~ k y r i o  mel(rno1u.s 
'The presence of one or more Pukeko on Kaoul Island has been 

recorded by observers froni 1887 to the present clay although I did 
not see one in 1944. One .was shot by King Bell in 1909 and Oliver 
(1912) records that tlie skin is in the Auckland Museum. However 
the subspecific status of the Kermadec birds seems not to have been 
resolved. 

PACIFIC GOLDEN PLOVEK Chararl~izrs rlon~iniczcs fuluus 
Almost ali visitors to Kaoul Island have recorded this Plover, 

which appears from September to December annually. Treclale (1912) 
reported a flock oC IS on klacauley Island in November. T h e  biggest 
flock I sighted on Kitoul Island was I5 on 2nd November 1944. 
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BANDED DOT'TEKEL Chnmdrizrs bici?rclzts 
Olivcr (1930) records this species as "accidental  a t  Sunday 

Island " and,  (1955), as " accidcntal a t  Kaoul Isla~icl, one  occurrence, 
September 1913, male." rl'he Checklist (1953).  lists this spccies as 
" ~ x r t i a l l y  migratory . . . consider;rble numbers reach Australia; occasional 
a t  Norfolk, Lord Howe, anti New Hebrides Islantls." It is therefore a 
migrant wader one  would expect to sec occ;~sion;~lly a t  the I<ermaclcc 
Islantls. None was seen in 1944. 

O R I E N T A L  I I O T T E I I E L  C l r n w r d r i ~ t . ~  rrsi(t/iczts vel-edzts 
T h e  admission ol' this bird to thc I<ermaclec list exists bec;~usc 

onc specin~en w;~s taken by Olivcr on 22ntl April 1!)08 ;rt I)cnl~;lnl R;ly, 
Raoul Ishntl .  It docs not  soem to 11;1vc I,cet~ rccortlctl since. 

A S I A l I C  WH IMHREL AJU?I ICI I I '~ I .F j~/i(reo/)~r.s u i r ~ . i e ~ ~ 1 1 1 1 . ~  
This  is ;~no thc r  I<crm;~tlec recortl m ; d c  I)y Oliver in 1908 whcn 

o t ~ c  of ;I  1)air sightctl on 26~11 Sel)tcnll)cr w;rs obt;linctl. i\ few t1;lys 
later thrcc sitnil;rr I)irtls were seen. It 11;rs liot Ixyn rccortlctl since. 

EASTERN BAR-TAILED G O D W I T  Limosn lnppoiricu baueri  
This  Goclwit seems to be a h i r ly  common visitor to Kaoul 

Island ;IS ;I p;ls,sagp migrant, ;~ l though Irctl;~lc (l!)12) states the bird 
was not met w ~ t h  during the stay ol' his pilrty 111 1!)08. h4ost othcr 
visitors to Raoul  Island 1i;rvc rccortlctl the Godwit L I S U ~ I I ~  for thc 
months o f  O c t o b x  and  November. T h r e e  birds was the greatest 
n u m l x r  I noted itt any one time in Novemlxr  1914. It w;~s  much 
conlmoncr on grassy Ll;~ts tllan along the co;lstlirle. 

M't\NIIEKING I 'ATI 'LER Helcro.sce/rt.c it~ctrrrrc.~ i?iccr~rir.s 
,- . I he I < e r ~ ~ ~ ; ~ t l c c  recortl l'or this species is ;I  spccinrc~l in summer 

plum;~ge shot on R;loul Island I,y \W. S. Hell in l!)lS ; ~ n t l  recortletl 
by Oliver (I930 ;rnd 1!)55) . 1 G I I I  tr;~c.c 1 1 0  l 'urt l~cr r p r t l s .  

K N O T  Ciil it lt is ccrtr ~rlrr.s rogersi 
Olivcr (19 12) rccortletl ;I s p e c i m c ~ ~  taken a t  I I cnh ;~~m Hay on  

29th luly ]!)I() .  Iret1;rlc (1!)12) recounts his efforts to obtain it  bird 
~ h o u g h t  to Ix this speciec  nil ;~ssoci:ltetl with ;I stnclll Iloi-k of Golden 
Plover in thc same loc;~lity in S e p t c n ~ l x r  1!)08. 1 have not  traced 
other  rccortls. 

SHA1II'-TAILEII SANIII'II'ER Colidris crcrrt17itrtrln 
Oliver (11t12) first rccortletl this spccies with ; I  bird he ol~tainccl 

in 1908 ;tt Kaoul Island. A further skin was obtainctl from a bird 
shot by K. Hell on 2'3th October 1910, and  is.state:! to be in  the 
Aucklantl Museum. 1 1i;rvc n o  o th r r  rccortls. 

C U R L E W  SANI)I'II'EK ( ~ t r l i r l ~ i s  lemrginetr  
Oliver (1930 and  1955) gives the ICern~atlec Isl;~nds as onc  o f  

the places from which this bird has been recorded. I cannot trace 
;my definite rccortlings o r  sightings and (lid not sce it in 1941. 

SOUTHISKN Kl,AC:I<-BAC:I<EII G U L L  Lnru.s dorni17ic~rn11,s 
Oliver (I930 and  1955) inclutlcs " I<crm;~dec Islmtls, accidental " 

in his distribution of this species. I know o l  n o  undoubted record of 
its occurrence ;it t l ~ e  I<crrn;~tlcc Is1;mtls. Hindwootl and  Cunningham 
(1050) rccortl ;I solitary bird ;it Lord Howe Island on  21st August 
1!)4!) and record ;I furthcr 1,irtl wl~icll l'requentecl Botany Hay near  
Sydney in c;lrly 1913. 
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RED-BILLED GULL Lnrus novctehollnndine 
My reason lor including this species in the present list is because 

of one or more gulls in the Otago IVIuseum collections bearing a label 
" Kermadec Islands," the specimens being named Bruchignvin jamesonii. 
Mr. L. Gurr, who drew my attention to the skins in a personal com- 
munication, says that both measurements and wing pattern suggest the 
birds are Lnrus g u n n i  of T a s ~ m n i a .  No other information is available 
at  the moment ;und I include these skins under the above name very 
wn tatively. 

G R E Y  7'EKNLET lJrocelstervct c ~ r z ~ l e n  nlbivil l~t  
This bird breeds on all is1:rncls of the Kermadec Group, laying 

its single egg on cliff ledges in late September or early October. 
'The birds are exceptionally t;unc and allow approach to within a few 
feet. Breeding takes place on h4eycr Island but they are less com~nonly 
met with ashore on K;ioul Island. They 11;1ve bred sparingly at each 
end of Denham Hay. 

[J. H. Sorensen 
Pig. 5 - G r e y  Ternlet, Meyer Island, 24/9/44.  

CASPIAN TERN Hyclroprognz cctsI>in 
Cheeseman (1890) placed this species on the I<ermaclecs list 

on the authority o l  Mr. Bell, stating that he, persorially, had seen no 
specimens from the group. T h e  record is therelore of doubtful validity 
and no subsequent record has been made. 

C R E S T E D  T E R N  .Stemct b e ~ g i i  cri.stntcr 
'The inclusion of this spccies in this list is because of a young 

male bird shot by K. Bell on 1st April 1910, the bird having been 
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noted first in Denliam Hay thc previous day. Th i s  skin is in the 
Aucklantl Museum collection. N o  further sightings seem to have been 
made. 

S O O T Y ' T E R N  o r  WIDEAWAKE Stemn f~c.scatn 
All visitors to Kaoul Island have recorded this tern, which visits 

the island annually to  breed, principidly on  the back beach a t  Denham 
Hay. l ' h e  birds arrive in late August and  laying starts in early Novem- 
ber. By February some o l  the chicks are ;tl,lc to fly ant1 nearly all 
birds Iciive the 1sl;rntl in April. 

WHITE-CAPPED NOI)l)JT A ? I ~ I I . S  /etr~riro.stri.s ? n i ~ r  1rl1r.s 
7 .  l h i s  species breeds on  Meyer Island but  not, so far ;IS is known, 

on  Kaoul  Island itself. Nests itre constructed in trees and  the single 
egg laid in Octol~cr .  111 Scptetnl~cr ol 1944 the birds were present 
when I visited Meycr Island but  nesting 11;ltl not st;rrtetl. 

W H I T E  1 'ERN Gygis rrlb(r royirtrcr 
'l'his is another  tree-nesting species a t  the I<ertnarlec Islands, 

i \ / letwsirle~o.s villoso being mainly if not  solely used. l ' h e  birds arrive 
i n  September ant1 the laying season is an  extended one, eggs appearing 
I'rom October to early ,];rnu;rry. In 1941 1 1oc;rtctl many pairs in the 
forest a t  the Inck or  I1~1tl1;rm Hay I;rte in Octolxr .  

N E W  ZEALAND PIGEON Hen~i /~hirg-ci  ?1o7~:re.seelntrtlicte 
'I'he only reason for including this species in a I<erni;~tlec list 

is Im;ruse ol early inEorm;ition th ;~ t  ;I large fruit-pigeon was l'ountl by 
early settlers ott Raoul  Islantl, bu t  its numlm-s were thinned ou t  and 
fin:rlly it was extcrniin;rtctl. T h c  posit.ion nf lliis pigeon is therefore 
ol' t loul~t lu l  virlitlity. 
ICEl<M.~\IlEC: I't\Rt\ I<EEVI' Cynl ro t . t r~ t~ /~ l r  11.7 17o71crezelirtrciicte ryirtru rlrs 

l ' h e  prcwnce oOL ' p;woqucts ' W;IS n ~ t e d  ;kt the I<erm;itlec Is1;unds 
; IS  far Ixick ;IS I788 when the first isl;rtrtls, Curtis iincl Macauley, were 
tliscovcretl. It was later cl;iimctl by Mr. 7'. Rell that the spccies lormerly 
hrctl on  1<;1oul 1sl;rntl I ~ u t  was exterminated by wild cats. To-day 
~xtrakeets arc present on PiIeycr Isl;intl, where I saw very tame birds 
in 1944. 
S H I N I N G  C U C K O O  Chrrlciles l i t r i r l i r ,~  I ~ r c i r i ~ c . ~  

T h e  presence of the Shining Cuckoo on the I<erniirdecs list is 
Ixcause of statements made to Cheescman (1887 and 1890) by Mr .  1'. 
Hell. Iretlirle (1912) did not  list it 21s seen by his 1908 party, a n d  
stated the record by Cheeseman needed verification if only to determine 
its subspecific status. It follows that, since the bird seems not  to be 
reported since, the statements 11y Oliver (1930 and 1955) and  in the 
Cl~eck l is t  o/ Areru Znl(rtril nil-(1,s (195.3) ;IS " straggling to the ICermadecs" 
:rlso need verification. 
LONG-T'AILED CUCKOO L;trrlyi~ir~tri,s trrite~r.si.s 

Initially this spccies was recortlctl I'or thc I<crm;idecs on  inform- 
ation given to Cheesem;in by Bell, b u t  this was later supported by 
t\le production of the tail o l  one  bird. According to Hell the cuckoo 
was ;I permanent resident, although by n o  means common. Iredale 
(1912) records that  the bird was more con~monly heard than seen, 
b u t  was noted in  every month his party w;~s on  the island, being most 
plentiful in October. In 1941 I sighted this cuckoo in  most of the 
-winter tnpnths and  obtained specimens in ,June. 
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KINGFISHEK Halcyon sanctn 
This  is a common resident breeding species on Raoul Island, 

rarely if ever seen near water, and has been notetl by all who have 
visited the Island. T h e  systematic position, however, requires attention, 
It being my opinion that the Kermadec bircl is more closely allied with 
Pacific forms than with the New Zealand bird. 

SKYLARK Alaurln nruensis 
This  lark is a new record for the Kermadec group and based 

on a bircl I collectcd on Kaoul Island in June 1944. It  was one of 
two birds seen together. I saw two more on 28th July. 

SONG T H K U S H  Tlrrt11t.s ericelor~rm 
Oliver first rerortlcd the Song Thrusll Ircm the Kcrmadec Group 

in his 1930 edition OF h'ew Zealand Bir(1.s. In  ;I pcrsonal communi- 
x t ion  to  me at ;I later date he stated he round this bird nesting on 
Raoul Islancl in Septcml~cr 1!)08. Iredalc (1910), writing of the I~ircls 
of the Kernlaclecs, says - " It is intcrcsting to rccortl that thc I~irtls 
acclimatized in New Zealand have reached the island and firmly estab- 
lished themselves. These are the European Song Thrush, Blackbird, 
and Starling . . ." I found thrushes moderately plentiful on Raoul 
Island in 1944. This  specics 1121s also been noted on Curtis Island. 

BLACKHlKD T Z L I . ~ I L . S  111 erz~lo 
T h e  position with the Blackbird at Kaoul Island is almost exactly 

comparable with the Song Thrush but it is more con~n~only  met with. 
I noted this species on both Kaoul and Meyer Islands in 1944 and it 
has been recorded from Curtis 1sl;lntl. 

P I P I T  AutAus i~o-octeseelnt~dici~~ 
T h e  Pipit was recorcletl by Cheeseman (1888) thus - " . . . Two 

or three specimens noted on Macauley Isl;~ncl." Cheeseman (1 890) 
reported not seeing the Pipit on Raoul Island, but that he was 
informed by Mr. Hell it w x  occasionally seen, usu;rlly in pairs. Lindsay 
(1929) records observing Pipits on Curtis Island that ycar, whilst 
Oliver, in a personal communication, informed mc that three Pipits 
were seen at Low Flat, Raoul Island, in August 1908, a further bird 
being seen in the crater on 2nd October. In 1944 1 recorded the 
Pipit only once, on 8th June,  ;IL  Wilson Point, Kaoul Island. 

T U I  Pi.osthernndern ~lor/ae.seelnnrlicie 
T h e  T u i  was early reported as plentiful and .breeding at Raoul 

Island. A most remarkable statement, however, was made by Jredale 
(1912) that this bird had lost its voice. This  observation is quite 
contrary to  fact and the first bird I heard in song when I landed on 
Raoul Island in 1944 was a Tui .  Despite the ravages of wild cats 
the T u i  is still common on Raoul Island. Nesting starts in September 
with fully fledged young being noted in early November. . 

WHITE-EYE or SILVER-EYE Zo.slerops lateralis 
This  bird was recorded by Cheeseman (1888 and 1890) who 

saw the White-eyes on several occxions in the forest on Kaoul Island 
and on Macauley Island. Mr. Bell told Cheeseman that it  was only 
a n  occasional visitor and that he had never known it to breed on the 
island. No later visitor seems to have noted the White-eye and I did 
not see it in 1944. 
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C;OLDI:INCH Cnrt11~eli.s cci~.rliteli.s hi//citricer 
' f h i s  species was recortletl I)y S. I'crcy Smith in 1887 ; ~ n d  

c~cc;tsiorral sight records have been m;ttlc since that time. l ' l ~ c  late 
Dr. Oliver, In ;I pcrson;~l con~munication, told me that one was shot 
on 1'7th h l ; ~ y  1'309 by K. S. Hcll on Kaoul Island. T h r e e  I~ircls were 
reported in 1940 bu t  1 saw none in  1944. 

LESSEK KEDI'OLL ~ n r d t t e l i s  flnlunrea criborel 
S m d l  finches were appitrcntly comnion on Kaoul Isl;~ntl i n  1909 

and  Roy Hcll matlc siglitings which were undoubtedly of Keclpolls. 
His diary entry for 4th May 1910 says - " K i n g  shot another  finch, 
;I little fellow like a goltlfinch but  with ;I pink Imxst." O n  29th May 
1944 1 saw ;I Hock oi' stni~ll fir~chcs on  ;I gritssy flat in the crater on  
K;~oul  Island. Th i s  flock see~nctl  t o  be entirely con~posctl  o l  Ketlpolls. 

YELLOW HAMhdER E m  berizci citririellci cilritrellei 
'7'his bird is ;I new record for K i ~ o i ~ l  Isl;~ntl I m ; d e  in 1944, 

when scvcr;~l sljecitnet~s wcrc obtainetl. Th i s  species was t l~otlcr;~tely 
p l e n ~ i l u l  and seen rcgul;lrly I x t w e e ~ ~  M;ly and Novcntbcr. No  nesting 
was noted. 

STt \KLING S' t~ i r t r~~,s  vzi1gc1ri.s 
A s  with the Hlackbirtl ;:nd Song ' l ' l~r~rs l i ,  this species ;~plxtrently 

reached Kaoul Island just prior to 1908. In 1!J41 1 lountl Starlings 
1x11-titularly conlmon in the vicinity of the Hostel on  Ki~ou l  Isl;uitl, 
iolnlnon a11 a round  that isl;tntl, ;lncl o n  Meyer Island. In c;trly 
October mating was noted and  pairs seen a t  nesting holes along co;~stal 
cliffs m d  roi~clsitlc cuttings. Young birds were seen in numbers in 
tnitl-November. 
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* -  
SHORT NOTE 

C;U I,L A N D  OC:TOI'US 
0 1 1  IS/ l / ( i4  a t  Hal l -n~oon Hay, Stewart Isl;~ntl, I saw a flock o l  

Ketl-billed Gulls apparently n ~ o l j l ~ i n g  another  gull. Hut  they a11 Hew 
up, leaving the victim struggling in the water and apparently diving 
tlclil)cr;~tely h;111 under.  I then noticed ;I tlisturljancc Ijcyontl it and, 
moving along the cni lx~nkment ,  saw that an  octopus was holding the 
gull with ;ibout two-foot arms. T h e  gull, which was apparently diving 
under  a t  thc octopus, after half ;L dozen dives rose free suddenly and  
llew away. T h e  octopus then sneaked away quietly. 

- Mi. T. I 'OPPELWELL 


