
Sorcnsen BIRDS OF THE KERMADEC ISLANDS 8 1 

C;OLDI:INCH Cnrt11~eli.s cci~.rliteli.s hi//citricer 
' f h i s  species was recortletl I)y S. I'crcy Smith in 1887 ; ~ n d  

c~cc;tsiorral sight records have been m;ttlc since that time. l ' l ~ c  late 
Dr. Oliver, In ;I pcrson;~l con~munication, told me that one was shot 
on 1'7th h l ; ~ y  1'309 by K. S. Hcll on Kaoul Island. T h r e e  I~ircls were 
reported in 1940 bu t  1 saw none in  1944. 

LESSEK KEDI'OLL ~ n r d t t e l i s  flnlunrea criborel 
S m d l  finches were appitrcntly comnion on Kaoul Isl;~ntl i n  1909 

and  Roy Hcll matlc siglitings which were undoubtedly of Keclpolls. 
His diary entry for 4th May 1910 says - " K i n g  shot another  finch, 
;I little fellow like a goltlfinch but  with ;I pink Imxst." O n  29th May 
1944 1 saw ;I Hock oi' stni~ll fir~chcs on  ;I gritssy flat in the crater on  
K;~oul  Island. Th i s  flock see~nctl  t o  be entirely con~posctl  o l  Ketlpolls. 

YELLOW HAMhdER E m  berizci citririellci cilritrellei 
'7'his bird is ;I new record for K i ~ o i ~ l  Isl;~ntl I m ; d e  in 1944, 

when scvcr;~l sljecitnet~s wcrc obtainetl. Th i s  species was t l~otlcr;~tely 
p l e n ~ i l u l  and seen rcgul;lrly I x t w e e ~ ~  M;ly and Novcntbcr. No  nesting 
was noted. 

STt \KLING S' t~ i r t r~~,s  vzi1gc1ri.s 
A s  with the Hlackbirtl ;:nd Song ' l ' l~r~rs l i ,  this species ;~plxtrently 

reached Kaoul Island just prior to 1908. In 1!J41 1 lountl Starlings 
1x11-titularly conlmon in the vicinity of the Hostel on  Ki~ou l  Isl;uitl, 
iolnlnon a11 a round  that isl;tntl, ;lncl o n  Meyer Island. In c;trly 
October mating was noted and  pairs seen a t  nesting holes along co;~stal 
cliffs m d  roi~clsitlc cuttings. Young birds were seen in numbers in 
tnitl-November. 
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* -  
SHORT NOTE 

C;U I,L A N D  OC:TOI'US 
0 1 1  IS/ l / ( i4  a t  Hal l -n~oon Hay, Stewart Isl;~ntl, I saw a flock o l  

Ketl-billed Gulls apparently n ~ o l j l ~ i n g  another  gull. Hut  they a11 Hew 
up, leaving the victim struggling in the water and apparently diving 
tlclil)cr;~tely h;111 under.  I then noticed ;I tlisturljancc Ijcyontl it and, 
moving along the cni lx~nkment ,  saw that an  octopus was holding the 
gull with ;ibout two-foot arms. T h e  gull, which was apparently diving 
under  a t  thc octopus, after half ;L dozen dives rose free suddenly and  
llew away. T h e  octopus then sneaked away quietly. 

- Mi. T. I 'OPPELWELL 


