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BIRDS OF THE HEN AND CHICKEN ISLANDS 
By P. D. G. SKEGC; 

INT'UOI~UC'I ' ION 
In recent years the  writer has Ixen ;I m c n ~ l x r  of five parties 

which have campctl o n  the Hen  ant1 Chicken Islantls group. T h e  f r s t  
three werc King's College Bird C lub  Ix~r t ies ,  led Ily Mr. K. H. Silxon; 
15 - 21 l k c e l n l x r  IMO, i~n t l  14 - 21 I k c e t i ~ l x r  1961, o n  Mcn Island: 
;111tl 12 - 20 l>ccc~ i i l~c r  lWi2 o n  I%ig Chit kc[). On the  I!)ii:! tr ip 1;lntlings 
wcre :~lso matlc o n  h4itltllc ant1 Exstern Chickcns. 'l'wo more .  recent 
cxpx'litions, Imtll to  Hell Islatitl, werc organisctl Ily Wiltllifc l%r'&ch, 
I)cpartntent of  Internal Afilirs, ;lntl lctl Ily Mr. I). V. Mcrton. T h e  
ivritcr spent  Irom 23 August to  3 Scp tcml~c r  I!)ii3 and  from 23 January  
1-0 4 Fcl~ruary  I!)(i-l on  thcse cxpctlitions. 111 ,J;~nu;lry :11it1 Jutte l?)M 
I,ricl' visits wcrc 111;1dc also t o  Big xntl h4itltllc Chickcns. 

'I'his p ; ~ p e r  is I);lscetl o n  the ol)scrv;~tions ln;ltlc by the  meml~c r s  
nf these expctlitions, bu t  it ;~ l so  coll;~tes the oljscrv;~tior~s of carlicr 
visitors to thc Croup .  

I)ESC:KII'7'ION 01: 71'F117 ISI.:\NI)S 
7'11~ Hen ;111d C l~ icken  I s l i ~ ~ ~ t l s  consist 01' six islantls which lic 

to the  ellst o f  t l ~ c  mi~ili l ;~ntl  ol' norther11 r\'e$ %eal;~ntl .  Hcn  Islantl, 
the  hrges t  ;in(\ sou the rnn los~  isl;lnt\ of the Group ,  is (i.1 miles north 
of i\uc.kl:~ntl ; I I I ( I  ~ IVC~IVC lllilcs C : I S ~  01' I < I I : I ~ : I ~ : I  Hc;~c.l~. 'I'llc Chicken 
Isl:111(1s arc  four 111iIcs nor111 01' He11 I ~ ; I I I ( I ,  :111tl extcntl :~lniost  five 
l l~ilcs I'ronl wcst to  c ;~s t  i l l  ;I one-nrilc I);111(1. ' 1 ' 1 1 ~  w e ~ ~ e r t ~ t ~ ~ o s t  C l ~ i c k e ~ ~ s  
: ~ r c  abut scvcll miles cast ol' L I I C  \~ \%;~ng;~rc i  I-Ie;~ds. '1'11~ S O I I ~ ~ - W C S ~ C I . I I  
Cl~icken is I1;111' :I 111i1c south oC Nortll-tvcstcrn Chi tken.  ;lntl 1600 y;lrcls 
wcst ol' I%ig Cl~ickcn.  l ' l lc rc  is :I 2S&y).;lrtl ch :~nncl  I)ctwecn thc eastern 
cxtrcnlity of Hig Cllickclt ; ~ n t l  Mitltllc Chickcu, :ultl l<astcrr~ Chickell 
is l(i0 prcls  c;~sc ol' tllc c ;~s tern  cntl o f  illitlclle Chicken. 

I I S / I / .  T h e  t l cn ,  n r  l ' ; ~ r a n g a ,  is 1775 acres i l l  extent.  
It has ;in : ~ t t p i u ; ~ t c t l  east-north-cxst to west-south-\vest sh ;~pc ,  extending 
tlircc miles 15,10 yards in IcngtI~ ,  \,UL w r y i n g  cot~sitlcr;rl)Iy in width.  
' f h e  isl;~ntl is on  y 300 yards witlc a t  the knile-edged easternmost 
pdninsul;~,  but  is I 1 i50  y;lrtls wide a t  the c.etltr;~l part  of tllc islar~d. l 'hc 
:nTcr;lgc width over most of thc islalltl is 1200 y;lrtls. 

A sharp  c:entr;~l ritlgc cxtcntls  long the ;txis ;111d is ro~1gl11y !I00 
I'cct high for most o f  its Icngth. At the wcstcrn cntl of the island the  
ritlgc rises to  ;I n u m l ~ c r  of antlcsitic: pinnacles, the lliglicst of which is 
11100 feet a h v c  s c ; ~  lcvel. Kuggctl, ldhkFn tol)ogr;~phy and a n  intense 
ilcgrcc of tlisscction cli i~r;~ctcrisc t l~y"isl :~ntl .  T h e r e  arc  precipitous 
lissurctl clifl's ;trountl parts ol' thc  co:lst, /~ l i )ng  with ;I variety of wave-cut 
pl;~tl'orrns ant1 immcllsc irregul;tr I~nrlltlcrs. Heaches with rounded 
Ix)ultlers arc  mainly o n  tlic wcstcrn a i ~ t l '  snuthcrn shorcs of t he  island. 

:\s would .  l)c cxpec.tctl f rom ;I Iqng, intensive ~ ~ c r i o t l  of Maor i  
occllp;~tioll, there is n o  cvitlenc:e of 'ancient undisturl)etl vegetation. 
'l'llcrc 'have  now I ~ c c n  more tl1;111 140' years ol' :~ lmost  uninter rupted  
growth. An 1870 m a p  shows t11;1t there wcre then still c1e;lrecl areas 
along the wcstern co;~st, ant1 rnuttonl)irtling parties continued to  visit 
the is1;rntl in to  the  present century. Light-resistant specics, pi~rticularly 
I k ~ n u k a  and  I ' O ~ I U ~ I I ~ ; I W ; I ,  were prolx~ldy the  first trccs to  colonise the  
slopps, ; I P ~  shade-resistant spccii-s such ;IS Tar;lirc, Kohekohc, T a w a  a n d  
ICaraka thcti grew u p  I~eticath them. Much o l  the island is in various 
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[Whites Aviation photograph 

I - Hen Island, from the south-west. 
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[P. D. G. Skegg 

11 - The Chicken Islands, from the summit of Hen. Left to right: South- 
western (obscuring North-western), Big, Middle and Eastern 
Chickens. 
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Rig  Chickell. Hig Chicken, or Maro-Tiri, is also known as Lady 
Alice Island, and (incorrectly) as West Chicken. T h e  340-acre island 
is one mile 400 yards lotlg, and varies in width from 530 to 840 yards. 
T h e  sedimentary rocks of which the Chickens are composed have 
weathered into more rounded hills and basins than have the tertiary 
andesitic rocks of Hen Island. Like R,Iiddle and Eastern CXickens, Hig 
Chicken is cliaracterisetl by numerous offlying rocks antl reefs, a generally 
irregulitr outline o l  cliffs and indented bays, well-watered south-sloping 
vitllcys, rounded ridges, antl steep northern faces. 

I n  1955 Mr. C;. A. Percy mapped the vegetation of Big Chicken, 
and hc hi~s kindly pertnittetl the intlusion of the following extract Irom 
his paper. 

" The vegetation of the Big Chicken shows a close correlation w i th  topography. 
Ridgetop vegetation differs markedly from that in the valleys. The latter are 
remarkably uniform wi th a transition from flax and coastal scrub through 
Kohckohe-Puriri forest to Pohutukawa-Puriri forest at the heads of the valleys. This 
Pohutukawa dominated forest community is also found i n  the broad hanging 
valleys of the south and south-west. 

0-tween the vegetation of the valley floor and that of the ridgetop is a 
transition community of mixed character which varies greatly in extent. 

R~dges are dominated by Kanuka although on the southern headlands-this 
is replaced by Poiwtukawa forest. In  more exposed areas as on the north coast 
and beClind West Bay the tall Kanuka is reduced to a low scrub. 

The cliffs and headlands have a distinct vegetation tolerant o f  the ex~osed  
conditions. Pohutukawa scrub is characteristic of the higher areas and resistant 
andesitic ridges but is replaced at lower levels by  coastal scrub. On the 
steepest faces and on quickly eroding slopes, flax grasses and succulent halophytes 
are the only colonisers. 

Variations in this oeneral pattern are usuallv the re;ult of more recent fires. 
The main area so affect& is West Bay where ridges are covered w i th  low scrub 
and the v,~llevs arc st i l l  i n  the transition stage - t y ~ i f i e d  elsewhere by the 
valley wall community. Areas i n  the South Cove and i n  the North-east vallov 
show ~ i m i l a r  mixed srrub communities. A iarqe area of  mixed scrub to the 
enst of the main pa appears to have been cultivated rather than burnt soil." 
(Percy, 1955) 

Tuataras and Kiorcs are Imth numerous. 

T h e  lengthy and intensive h'laori occupation of Big Chicken 
ended in 1821, thouqh the cultivations werc tlescril~etl 21s " fairly fresh " 
i n  the 1840's. In 1880 Keisrhek found the islands " covered with buslr. 
with the exception oC a few ;~lxtndonetl Maori plantations, now over- 
grown with Ilax and scrub." Ten  years later a second occupation bepln. 
For a numl~er  oE years Nova Scotian fishermen spent long periods ashore 
at  the sandy crescentic western bay known as Crave Ray (because of 
the cliilcl who ln1E ;I century earlier had died on an immigrant ship 
and was buried there) . l ' h e  fishermen introduced cattle, which remained 
until 1924, and willows, which still thrive. T h e  last major fire was in 
1902, antl since the cattle died out antl Whangarei flax-millers stopped 
taking flax from thc island, regcncri~tion has continued undisturlml. 

There is a good campsite at  South Cove, where there is an easy 
landing, Maori terraces on which tents can be pitched, and a constant 
water supply. A smaller stream runs down to the crescentic sandy 
Grave Ray, but landing here is more difficult because of numerous 
offlying rocks and reels. 

Middle Chicken.  T h e  Maori nilme lor Middle Chicken is 
M'hakahau. A large eastern szction makes up the main part of this 
160-acre island, and from the western end of this section a promontory 
runs south-west to form the western side of a large soutlicrn bay. T h e  
main (eastern) part of the island is .three-quarters oE a mile long, varies 
from 480 to 930 yards in width, antl rises to 775 leet - the highest 
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point  o l  any ol the Chickens. T h e r e  are  low dill's and  steep valleys 
to t l ~ c  south,  ;tr~tl art a l ~ n o s t  sheer d r o p  from t l ~ e  s u m n ~ i t  to  the rugged 
~ l o r t h c r n  coastline. t\ 300-y11rtls-long is thn~us  runs  o u t  to the promontory,  
wl~icli  is 530 yards lrom north to  south,  and  Irmn 150 to  230 yards 
i r ~  width. - .  I h e  vegetation of' i\.litltlle Chickerr is Ixrgcr L ~ I ; I ~ I  t h ; ~ t  oL Kig 
C l ~ i c k c ~ ~ .  with consitlcr;~l~ly less I<an~~k i t .  Four p l a ~ ~ t  c o n ~ ~ ~ ~ u n i t i e s  wcrc 
~ ~ o t e t l  tluritrg ;I tr;~verse across the  cetltre ol' t l ~ c  i s l ; ~ ~ ~ t l  i l l  INi2. l ' h c  
low southcrn cliff are;( is covered with ;I tangle of I ' O ~ I L I ~ ~ I ~ ~ I W ; ~ ,  l ' a ~ p i ~ t a ,  
Ngaio, I<;rwak;~w;~, Ilirx ;tnd Astelicr. T h e  mid-s lops ,  with their  large 
old trees, provide the  nearest ccluivi~lcr~t to  the h g c r  vegetation o l  H e n  
Island tha t  is t o  I x  f ound  on the <:hitkc~ls.  l ' h c  vidleys arc steep, 
there is very little untlergrowth,' and Kohekohe, I<;lraka, I\4;1pou ; ~ n d  
I'uriri pretlomin;~te in the  c ;~ r~opy .  l ' l ~ e  [latter s u t n ~ ~ ~ i t  area 11;ls ;I cover 
of l i ; ~ n u k ; ~ ,  Hebe, sedges and  grasses. 011 the nortllcrn clilt's I'ol~utuk;twa 
; I I I ~  Il;rx a r c  common. l 'u  ,IL,I~,IS . . , . ,~nt l  Kiores arc Imth prescllt. 

Eo.rle~rr Cliicketr. E o s t c r ~ ~  Chicken, o r  C o p p e r n l i ~ ~ e  lal; t~~tl ,  is 
s ~ ~ ~ e t l t y - s e v e r ~  ;Icres it1 extent. T I I C  island is 1530 )i;trcls loug i~rld is in 
~ .wo  sections. A h g e r  wcstcrn par t  is !I25 yi~rcls long ; I I I ~  varies from 
330 to  6.50 yards in width. T h i s  par t  is steep on I ~ o t l ~  sides, bu t  
~x~r t i cu l a r ly  so to  the  nor th .  T h e  sumnrit (535 Icct) xrea is the 1l;cttest 
011 the  isl;tntl. t\ 2'iO-y;1rtl-l011g is thn~us  Ici~tls to the eastern part  oC the 
island, which is approxirn;~tcly (iOO ytrtls long, 400 y;~rtls wide, a n d  
rises to  480 feet high. 

A short  visit in 1 9 K  gave ;In opporturrity to 111akc I ~ r i c l  ol~scrv- 
ations ol' the p lant  co~nmuni t ics  in ;I n;lrrow t rawcct  over par t  ol  t l ~ c  
wester]) s c d o n .  l ' h e  so r~ the rn  co;~sti~l  slope is steep ;tntl, in phccs,  
w r y  rocky. l ' h e  t l o ~ n i n ; ~ n t  veget;~tion is I ' o h u t u k ; ~ ~ ; ~  over I<;~w;tkawa 
a l ~ t l  I<;tr;tk;t. T h e r e  a r e  some ;~re;~.s ol  h x .  T h e  ~nirl-s1op.s ;Ire stccp 
;und i ~ ~ t e ~ ~ s i v c l y  Ix~rrowetl ,  the  grotmtl k i n g  liable to give ; I M ~ ; I ~  a t  
every step. T a l l  R,l ;~l~oe,  with p;ttchcs of I<;~wak;lw;~ and  I<;lr;~k;~ I x n e a t l ~ ,  
is the  usual cover. T h e  k r t t c r  ritlgc-top has ;I c;tnopy ol I ; i ~ t ~ i ~ k ; t  ; I I I ~  

I ' o h ~ ~ t ~ ~ k a w ; ~ .  U n d e r  this Wllau,  iVI;~l~oe, M;tpou, pigeonwood, Coprosr~rtr, 
Oletrrirt \rcrj~crcecece, bracken ant1 o ther  p l ;~n t s  lorm ;I tangled under- 
growth. T h e  very steep northern slope is largely covered with flax ; I I I ~  

Mahoe, with some jx~tchcs of I 'ohutukaw;~. l ' h e  rocky south-wester11 
corner of the  i shnt l  w x  inspected fro111 the sea, ; I I I ~  appears to  be  
largely covcretl with Il;~x, Toetoc ,  Reinga lily, ilslelici and  Ngaio, with 
I 'ol~utuk;~wa higher up .  Late last century t u a t x i s  were present in 
h r g e  n u m l x r s  and  many were removed. Some itre still present. 

T h e  presence o f  deposits of native copper  on E;rster~l Chicken 
was k11ow11 21s early as thc 1810's, ;~n t l  ;I s ~ n a l l  syntlicxte once p u t  in 
;I drive. Some bush was cut  du r ing  t!~c inst;~llatiorl ol ; I  n ; t~ , i g ; r t i o~~ ;~ l  
light on  top  ol' the  wcstcrn section of the islar~tl, l )ut  I'or the n o s t  pa r t  
E;~stern Chicken, like h~litltlle Cl~icken,  appears to have Ixetl littlc 
clisturl~ctl since Maori  times. 

T h e  Hen a n d  Chicken Isl;~ntls were subject to  very great  Maori  
n~otlific;ttion over many huntlretls of years. Few parts of the  G r o u p  
have not: Ixen clc;~retl a t  s o ~ ~ ~ c  time: t l ~ o u g h  sonic areas wcrc ~ ~ r o l x ~ b l y  
n o t  used for m l n y  years Ixforc the islantls were finally abandoned in 
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1821. I l u r i ~ ~ g  the pcriotl o l  Maori oc:cul,;ition tlic bird population 
was proI:;~bly (Icci~n;~ted, a11d so111e species 11i1ve only recolonised the 
Group  since the o c ~ u p i ~ t i o n  ended. 

S c v c ~ ~  spccics OI pctrcl l~rcecl ill tlie Croup ,  a ~ i t l  their nunibers 
11aw ir~crc;~sctl grci~tly t lur i~ig  111c 1;rst c ig l~ty  years. 111 tllc 1880's 
Rcischck recortlcd i ~ c i t l ~ c r  l lycrol~'s I'etrel on  Hen  Island, nor  I;lesh- 
looted a11d S ~ o t y  SI1~;1rwutcrs on  I$ig Chicken, b u t  now t h y  are 
i r n p o r t ; ~ ~ i t  lil;~trrrcs o l  t l ~ c  I,irtl lile. Grey-laced Petrels arc thc r lo t~~ in ;mt  
pctrcl 011  I-lcn I s l a~~c l  ;tnd per11;1ps ;ilso i111 1Sig :.;111d MicIdIe Chicken, 
where tlleir n u r n b x s  may IIL' rivalled Ily Flcsli-Eootctl ; \nd Sooty Shexr- 
waters. I'lrsll-l'o:~tci.l S l~c;~rwatcrs  i ~ p p c i ~ r  to Ix t l ~ c  t l o n ~ i n ; ~ n t  petrel on 
E;~stcrn  Cllickcn, the  o ~ l l y  one ol the l a r g x  is1;lncls with conccrltr;~tions 
to compare wit11 t l~osc  o l  the great I;ctrcl stronglioltls elscwl~ere. Grcy- 
I';tcctl I'ctrcl ; ~ n t l  i\llictl S l ~ s ; ~ r w i ~ i c r  skulls 11:lve Imth been lou r~ t l  in 
coastill t leposi~s (: I ]  H C I I  1sl;111tl (Wilson, I!)X), hut  it is not  estal~lishetl 
that t l~csc  cl;~tc I'r:m the period o l  p - r m ~ n e n t  Maori occupation, for 
~ n u t t o n l ~ i r r l i ~ l g  parties continued into the present c.entury (Cowan, 1908). 

T'hc G r o u p  is cl~;~r;tcterisetl by lmrticularly high densities of native 
bus11 birtls, and  there must I x  few, il any, ~ h c e s  in New Ze;~l:md with 
higher densities than those o l  Hen Islarltl. T h e  native bush birds 
arc prob;~l)ly ill grcater n ~ u i ~ l ~ e r s  tlmn lo r  many centuries, b u t  the 
popu la t iu t~  cont i~urcs  to chanpc. I t  ;rppe;rrs sift to prcdict that on 
H e n  Island Pigeons a n d  1Cak;ls will w r y  gr;~tlui~lly increase in numbers 
as the large-berry trees I x c o n ~ c  more numerous,  whereas T u i s  m t l  
Bellbirtls will eitller c l i a ~ ~ g e  tlicir st;iplc Coot1 supplies o r  decrease ;IS 

sonle of their mxin nectar sources arc replaced 11y other  species. T h e  
c:llornlous i~lcre ;~sc  in the ICiorc population t lur i r~g the prcsellt centurv 
has led t o  ;In i ~ l c r c ; ~ s S i n  t l ~ c  nu ru l~c r  of R3oreporks, but  the Kiores 
11;1vc Ili~tl ;In even more i ~ n p o r t a r ~ t  clfcct in c o ~ ~ t r o l l i n g  tlic regeneration. 
' l ' l~e c l ~ ; ~ n g i n g  veget ;~t io~i  docs not ;tppear to ;~cconnt  lor the  sucltlcn 
r.hangc in the pi-olxxtio~l ol' l ' u i s  to Hellbirtls on  Hen Island in t l ~ c  
I!)SO's. 11or tllc great it~c:reasc in  S;~tltlleIxtck nunl lxrs  dur ing the l!l40's 
and  50's. 

Introduced Ilirtls tlitl riot I~ccomc escablisl~ed in the  G r o u p  unt i l  
~ l ~ r ~ c l ~  l a ~ c r  L I ~ ; I I ~  they (lid o n  the  far outlyiilg islands (Williams, 1!)53) 
2nd they arc still only present in small nuinl~crs.  ?'hey show a ~narket l  
preference for the most recently modified are;ts, particularly Big Chicken, 
; ~ n d  also the Lighthouse Hny-Stead Hay area o f  H e n  Island. 

I,a~~tl-birtls pro1)ably often fly between tlie various Chickens, I ~ u t  
I X I S S S " ~ ~  be~wcen  the  Chickc~is  and  Hen  Island (Eour miles) and  between 
the Group  and  the 1nain1;cntl (ten ~n i l e s  from H e n  Island, eight lniles 
Irom Big C h i c k e t ~ ) ,  is much less frequent.  T h e r e  are reliable records 
of Harriers, I'igeons and  I'ipits passing between Hen Island a n d  the 
m;iinlantl, ; I I ICI  Bellbirds from the Chickens have colonisetl the adjacent 
~ I I ~ I I ~ I I I .  It is p r o l x ~ l ~ l c  t h t  tnmt o l  the native lanil birds c x i ,  
; ~ n t l  (10, fly I)ctrvccn the G r o u p  aucl the ma i~~ la r l t l .  Here,  as elsewliere. 
Starlings arc the 1;111tll~irtls wllicl~ most frequently fly over the open 
sea, ;ind they roost o n  Nortll-west Chicken. Starling island roosts known 
in northern New Ze;~l;~ntl include the Cavalli Is.; a small islet between 
I<;IW;ILI I. ;rnd h,lullet 1%; Noises Is.: RIercury Is.; Altler~nan Is.; Shoe I.; 
I iawcr ;~  I. ; ~ n d  Rabbi t  I. (olF Mt.  k launganui) .  

V x i o u s  attempts II;IW been m ; d e  to explain why Whi tc l~c ;~ds  and 
R o l ~ i ~ ~ s  arc present twc~~ty - s ix  ~ii i les ; I W : I ~  on  Litt le l h r r i c r ,  b u t  not  
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c;n Hen 1sl;tntl. However,  ;I suspected record ol Stitclrbirtls fifty ~ r ~ i l c s  
Lrotit Little Harrier ;it h 'gung~tru ,  near I~VIia~~gitrei  (Wi l l i i~n~s ,  1962) , 
indicates tha t  there is ;dw;tys the  possil)ility o f  new species Ixitrg 
blown I'ro111 Little Ih r r i c r  to Hert Isla~rtl. 

SPECIES NOI 'ES  
("Denotes species i~rtrotluc.etl into N.Z.) 

N O K T H  E R N  HLUE I'ENGU IN (Erctly/)trtln t~ritlol. 1~o71cccl1oll(itrc/icte) 
Hluc I ' e~~gu ins  I)rcctl on  He11 Isl;ii~tl, ;ind Hi#, Mitltllc :itrcl 

Eastern Chicken. T h e  largest nunl l~ers  come ;ishorc otl tlic more  
shclteretl s o ~ ~ t l i c r t ~  iirrti westerlr coxts ,  p;irtici~l;trly where there is ;I 

~)d)l,ly Ix;~clr .  T h e  clilrs which run  down to  the northern co;ists restrict 
nitmhers o n  this side, I~ i r t  sorne conrc ;ishore a t  those places which 
provide iiccess to  nesting sites, :IS itt I'ycrolt Hay, [Hen Island. i\cccss 
to nesting sites is poor on R4itltlle ;111tl E u t c r n  C:hickens, I)ut burrows 
have been Eout~tl in the southern bay o l  R,litltllc C h i c k o ~  ;tntl by the  
exstern landing on Enstern Chicken. 

Large ~lutirl,crs are Found pountlctl on  tlie large I~oi~l t le rs  which 
surround ~i ios t  oC the c o x t .  Most I~iirrows ;Ire tmlr  the  co;rst, I ~ u t  
some have I ~ c e n  I'ountl 21s lriglr as 500 leet a.s.l., ;ind also ;ilmve the 
steep Li~yltthouse ClilEs, oil Hen  Islantl. 

FAIRY 1'l<lON (I'cccl~y~ilil(r Lrr~.trr~.) 
7 7 I lie status of the Fairy I'riot~ in the Gro111) is i t t r ~ e r t i ~ i ~ ~ .  

Rcisclrck never rccortlctl I:;~iry l'rioir l ' ron~ t l ~ c  Chicke~rs in his ow11 
p;ipcrs, but Huller (1 888) wrote: 

" Reischek found this Petrel breeding in ho!es vnclergrovd on both the L i t t le  
Barrier and the Chickens; but i t  was met wi th only on tlic highest wooded 
ridges in the cenrre o i  the Island." 

' l ' lle "higllcst ~vootlcrl r idges" ;tre ~ t t~ t lou l~ tc t l l y  tltosc 01' Littlc 
lS;trricr, :tnd there itre ~ r o  co~~ilxrr;rl)le plirces o ~ t  tlre (.:lrickerrs. l ' rcsu~~~;tl) ly 
011 tlre Ixtsis of this rc~orc! 1';tIl;t (1934) lisls tlre Chickens ;IS ;I Ijrectlit~g 
p l ; r ~ c  o l  the Fairy I'rior~, ; t ~ ~ t l  s~ ibsec~uen t  writers 1i;ivc son~ctilrres I)ro;~tl- 
elled this to the " H e n  ;ind Chickens." 

7111e fact that  su l~scquent  ol)scrvcrs 11i1vc not  I'out~tl the Fairy 
I'rio11 o n  the Chickens is no t  i l l  itsell sullic.icnt rcasolt lor tlisrcg;irtling 
the record, l o r  it is only in recent ye;rrs that  I;;~iry I'riotis Ii;~ve ;lg.:~in 
beeti recortlecl from Litt le Harrier (Hishop, 19S3) . However, a s  Rcisclrck 
d id   rot record Fairy I'rion in his own Ixipcr or, the  C h i ~ k c t i s  (Kciscllek, 
1881),  ant1 as no  skins of Fairy I'rion from the  Chickells can I x  located 
in tlre nl;t,jor New Zc;r l i~~~t l  collections, the rccortl S I I O L I I ~  no t  (on  his 
c.vitlcnce) I x  unreservedly acceptec!. 

O n  l (i/ 12/61 calls of what W;IS co~~si t lc re t l  to  I x  ;I Fairy I'rio~l 
were heard over 1)r;tgon's Mouth  C:ove, atid the  L'ollowi~~g c v c n i ~ ~ g  two 
I~irtls uttered the sririie call over I'ycrol't Ray. O n e  of the  birds circlctl 
a h v e  tlie Ijay, where there w;is .;I campfire, I)el'ore proceeding i~~l;i tr( l .  
I;:~ii-y I'rions nright possil>ly I~rcetl  on  the ledges ; ~ r o u r d  the  rugged 
peaks o l  Hen Is lmd,  a n d  here they woultl be cxtrcmcly d i l~ icul t  to 
ioc;tte. However, it is n ~ o r c  p r o l x ~ l ~ l e  that  the I~irtls I~c ;~ r t l  were 
pwcr"by,  at tracted by t l ~ c  lights. 

I ' H I  N-HILLED I'KION (l'trc/13l/1tilcc be1ct1ei.i) 
Oliver (1930. 1!)55) st:ttes t h t  Irctl;~lc lists what w;is ;rpp;~rently 

n storin-killed specimen fronl l ' a ~ - ; ~ ~ r g a  (Hcn)  Isl;i~itl. 
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Flesll-Sooted Shcarwuters arc very occ;~siorlally lound ashore on 
Hen Island. l 'hcy were first rccortlctl in ,J;tnu;wy 1937, when scver;~l . 
ITlcsh-footetl Shc;~rwatcrs wcrc locatc'rl among the Sooty Shearwater 
burrows on the Iic;~rlla~~tl bctwcen Ilragon's Mouth Cove antl I'uk;~nui 
Bay. None h ; ~ l  cggs (Fleming, 1941; Kitddlc I'llotograph Cbllectioi~, 
Aitckla~~d Muscun~) .  T h e  colony was not occupied in 1939, (Fleniing, 
1940) , but was ;~g;tir~ in use in I)cce~ttbcr l!M$. No I~irtls wcrc ioiultl 
here in Deccmber 1954, I I L I L  o ~ ~ c  was locittctl in ;I burrow elsewhere 
(Chan~l)crs el (11, 1!J55). L:~ter p;~rtics h v e  not recortlctl m y .  

Kcischek clicl not rccortl Flesh-Lootccl Shc;~rwaters OII  Big Chicken, 
i r ~ ~ t l  the first rcccxtl :~ppc ;~rs  Lo I)c that of E. F. Stcad, wlio discovered 
;I colony 011 ;I Ix~rlk a t  South Co1.c in 1916 (Wilson, 1959). 'l'lle riun~l)cr 
has con t i~~ue t l  to i ~ ~ c r c ; ~ s c ,  and several hundred pairs now I)rcetl on 
the isl;~ntl. I<urrow riddle the trenches and terraces o l  the I'ornrer 
l\.laori 1x1 al)ovc thc northern clills. Flesh-Eootctl Slic;~rw;~tcr burrows 
are n~os t  conlmon 011 the SIOIXS with direct access to the sea, but they 
are founcl even on the Ilat, sandy valley floor behind Grave Bay. 
Burrows ;Ire in simil:~r numbers on Mitltlle Chicken. 

Eastern Chicken is one of the strongliolds oE this species in New 
Zealand waters. T h e  numbers were evidently largc by the turn of the 
century, when ,James Cowan coniparctl the ground to that of rabbit- 
ridden country (Cow;~ri, 1908) . Appare~~t ly  relcrring to the smle trip, 
he wrote: 

" Entering the pohutukawa bush that thickly clothes the steep slopes above the 
cliffs of Copp~rmine Islard, the first thing one notices is the curious pitt ing of 
the dark soil w ~ t h  countless holes snd burrows. These are the ruas or caves 
of the muttonbirds." (Cowan, 1926). 

- .  I lie burrows are not particularly nuruerous on tlic smalkr eastern 
s e c t i o ~ ~  o l  Eastern Chickell, but on the soutl~crri slopes ol' the western 
section largc ~iumbers, perhaps some thousitnds, breed. T h e  burrows 
are most nutileroils in the tall h4ahoe lorest, but they are l'ountl under 
a wide variety of vegetation cover, including dense flax. 

111 December 1939 ;I Flesh-footed Shearwater was fc)i~ntl in a 
burrow on North-western Chicken, and ;I further two pairs were brectl- 
ing on an islet between Big and 'Uiddle Chicken (C. A. Fleming, 
!)em. CWI HI .) . 

BULLEK'S SHEAKWATEK (PuUiriu~ Dullel-i) 

I3uller's She;~rwalers so~netimes join the other petrels gathering 
around these islands at dusk; e.g. two in Dragon's Mouth Cove on 
19/12/60. Three corpses have I,ecn found washed onto the soutlt- 
western shore of Hen Island: one on 28/12/62 (J.  A. Bartle, pe1:s. 
con7t11.), one on 24/8/63 (very ancient), antl one on 1/2/64 (fresh). 

13uller's She.~rw,~tcrs have not yet been recortlktl coming ashore 
111 the Group. T h e  rapidly expanding population has been found 
,reeding only on the Poor Knights Islands, twenty-two miles north of 
the p o u p .  However in 1960 single birds were found ashore on 
<:,~l~b,~gc I'rcc 1d.1nd and R[ont'~gue Isla~itl, two islmds off the coast ot 
New South Wales (D'Ombraine and Gwynne, 1962), so the possibility 
of their coming ;isliore in the Gioup should not I K  tliscounted. 
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Sooty Shc:~rwatcrs werc r ~ o t  recortlcd 11y the early visitors to the 
group. l ' hey  were first rccorrlctl on Heu  Island in I lecen~bcr  1!)27 
(h4oncriell', 1928) , ;~n t l  since then thcy have I~retl regularly. 111 the 
1930's tlic largest concentr;~tions wcre l'ountl uc;ir the wcsterrlnlost end 
ol' tlic island (R. A. Wilsol~,  po:~ cortrtti.), and  they are still the t loinit~- 
; I I I ~  petrel in this ;trc;t, i.e. Ste;~tl Hay ;~n t l  Wilso~r h y .  For nearly 
t l~ i r ty  years they I~avc  brctl r c g ~ ~ h r l y  or1 the I~catl l ;~nrl  I x ~ w c c n  1)ra:;ou's 
h , l o i ~ t l ~  Chvc ;tnd I'ukanui Ray, the nun~ lm-s  never Ix ing 21s great as 
ten pairs and  s o ~ ~ ~ c t i m c s  tl~vintlling to one or  two pairs. In January 
l!t(iS s n ~ ; ~ l l  n ~ ~ i i i b c r s  wcre also recorded in I)urrows u ~ ~ t l c r  tllc h r g c  
Ix)ultlers directly 1,chintl the c ;~n~ps i t c  a t  Ilragon's Mouth Cove 
(,I.  A.  Hartlc, / xw.  coltir~l.) .  

In Ilcccml,er IYS!) K. A. Wilson thouglit he heard Sooty Sl~car-  
wxtcr calls on l3ig Chicken ( C : .  A. I;len~ing, /)ew. cottrtrz.), ;lnd in 
l l c c c n ~ l x r  1!)53 thcy were recortlctl I~reeding (Ch ;~mlxm el 111, 195.5) . 
Rig Chicken appears to be thc largest I,rccding stiltion 01' this s p e ~ i e s  
in riorthcrn waters, the popu la t io~ i  prolxrl~ly sonletinies runn ing  into 
I~unclretls. T h e  f l u c t ~ ~ i ~ t i n g  proportion o f  Sooty She;trwaters to 121csh- 
footed Shc ;~ rwa~crs  recortlctl by the King's C:ollege Kirtl CXub partics is 
r c ~ n a r k ; ~ I ~ l e .  

L!\KGER SHEA K\\rA'I'EKS IMNDEI) IZY I\.C.K.C. I'A R 1 I ES 
1953 I957 l!t(jl 

I;lesl~-looted She,lrw;ltcr . .  . .  27 16 3') 
Sooty Shc;~rw.~ter  . .  . .  .... 28 1 12 

Sooty Shcarw;ttei-s prol);~l,ly 1,reetl 011 A4 itltllc ;lntl E ; l s t c r~~  Chickcl~s,  
11ul n o  11igh1 work hils Ixen done  o t ~  these islar~tls. Orr 21/3/53 :I 

corpse WIS lountl in :I deep man-made pi t  (J I I  :I s~rul)-coverctl slope o l  
Eastern Cliicken ( I l ; ~ v c ~ ~ p o r t ,  1!J54) . 

h4;r inland beach-coml~ing recorcls, ; ~ n d  sight recorcls from I'li~tc 
island (Slatlden, 1'351) ;lncl tlic I 'oo~ Knigl~ts  Islaiids (Kinsky and  
Silxon, 19.59) , suggest that tlic Short-tailed Shc ;~ rw;~ tc r  is ;I regular 
visitor to these waters. 

Fluttering Sl~e;~rwatcrs  arc the second   no st C O I I I I ~ I O I I  petrel on  
He11 Isl;intl, for  thcy are the t l on~ inan t  petrel o n  the uppe r  s l o p .  
, - I hey werc first recortlecl in 1903 (1'e;tt Collection, Aucklaacl MUS~LIIII) ,  
:IIICI have Ixcn  reported by s u l x q ~ ~ e r ~ t  visitors (Moncrieff, 1928; Steiltl, 
ISM: Fleming, 1940, etc.). Fluttering She;~rw;~ters nest in greatest 
numbers o n  the higher portions of  the island, and listeners near  the 
coast hear  only :I small proportion ol  the bircls coming it] .  (111 
A U ~ L I S ~  1!)63 only the usu;~l s ~ m l l  numbers werc heard a t  i h g o n ' s  
1\4outli Cove, but  1)y training J .  I,. I<cndrick's p;u-;ilmlic reflector on  
the inlantl cliffs some huntlretls could I K  I~c;~r t l . )  111 the Dragon's 
l\,loutli C:ovc - l'uk;rnui 1kry area 1:luttering Slic;~rw;~tcrs arc  only mrciy 
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lountl in their typical co;ist;rl sites. 1-liree were fountl near the co:rst 
in I k e n l b c r  1960, none in 1)ecember 1961, mcl only two in August 
1963. Large numbers nest in the valley behind Old Woman Cove. 

Fluttering Shearwaters nest spasn~otlically on Hig Chicken, where 
they were lound breeding in December 1880 (Keischek 1886) , m d  
where they werc he;irtl coming ashore regularly in Dcccmber 1!)3!) 
(C: .  A. Fleming, per.s conzrti.) . None was recorded in December 1953 
(Cl~a~mlm-s el (11, 19.55) and Ikcemlxr  1957 (K. H. Sibson, 11el:s. cornln.) , 
but in December I962 m;itiy were heard, and ten were caught for I~mt l -  
ing on the south coast o l  the island. 

1:luttering Shearwaters also breed in nunibers on North-western 
Chicken, p~rtIcul;rrIy ;~rountl the lower slopes (1939: Fleming, ./lei-s. 
coitrttr.; l<)5 I :  Sibson, $en. comm.) . In Ikcember 1939 four occupied 
1)urrows werc louncl on the main islet between Big and Middle Chicken 
(Fleming, $el:$. comn. ) ,  but they were not recorcled hcre in 1957 
(Sibson, peu .  corti~n.) . They may also breed on South-western Chicken 
(Fleming, pew. con17t1.) :itid AIiclclle Chicken, for on both these islands 
likely-looking burrows, with white breast-feathers at  the entrance, have 
Ixen found. 

NORTH ISLAND I \ L L I I ~  SHE.-\KWA.I'EK ( P ~ t f f i t ~ ~ c . ~  crssiri,ili.s lcccur,tki- 
ensis) 
Allietl Shearwaters I,rectl on Hen Island, where ;I skull 1x1s been 

lountl in a co;rstal deposit (Wilson, 1956) . They were recorded in 
Scptemller 1903 (Peat Collection, Auckland Museum), and in March 
1933 a freshly moulted pair was found in ;I burrow (A. T. l'ycroft, 
j>el:s. co1117ti.) . More were recorded in November 1933 (Stead Collection, 
C;interbury h~luseum). A p;tir of atlulcs was fountl in a burrow by 
thy on 21/11/35, and small numbers c;rnle ;ishorc in latc Novenlber 
1939 (Flen~ing i ~ n d  Scrventy, 1943) .. In Dcccmber 1947 :I de;d bird was 
lountl on the iacc of one of the great boultlers behind Dragon's 
I~Iouth Cove (Sibson, l94Y), and in August 1953 an Aucklancl University 
Field Club party iouncl  then^ breeding behind Old Woman Cove 
(Heather, 1957). Another Field Club party camped at Dragon's Mouth 
Cove in May 1956. A series of photographs taken by members of the 
party was published in The Weekly Arerus, 30 May, 1956, and onc shows 
a n  Allied Shearwater. T h c  caption reads: " A Pycroft's Petrel just after 
alighting near its burrow." 

An Allied Shearwater corpse was found ashore at Stead Bay in 
December 1960. In August 1963 Allietl S11e;rrw;iters were found brectl- 
ing Iron1 30 to 850 feet ;i.s.l. (I~elcw H;~l;rncing Kock) , and  eleven birds 
were caught with littlc searching near Drzipon's Mouth Cove. T h e  
Allied Shearwater population on Hen Islancl probably runs into some 
huntlrcds. 

I n  December 1880 Keischek discovered the North Island Allietl 
Shearwater on Big Chicken (Keischek, 1886). They wcrc not again 
recorded until 23/7/58, when onc was heard and the corpse of another 
l'ound (H. D. Hell, pms. com?tz.). O n  the evening of 15/12/62 one 
was fount! ;ishore in the valley east of South C:ove. 

GREY-FACED I'ET'KEL (Pler-orl~on~cl ttutcropterrc gouldi)  

Grey-f;rced Petrels are the most numerous petrels on Hen Island. 
Buller (1888) tlcscril~ctl a chick horn ;I Hen 1sl;rntl spccin~cn, prolnbly 
c:ollcctctl 11y l<cischck. Grey-faccd I'ctrd 11urrows arc fountl lrom the 
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s u n ~ m i t  t o  within :i Few I'eet o l  ihc  sea. Howcvcr, thcrc arc 110 wide- 
s p r ~ t c l  conccntr;ttions s ~ d i  ;IS are sotnctimes fount1 elsewhere, Ijut there 
;Ire local concentrations ;it the I'ir~rt;~clcs, Mor;~n's l.ookout, parts ol' 
t l ~ c  in l ;~nt l  clitfs, and  t l ~ e  knoll on the ritloc i~l)ovc Old W ~ I I I : I I I  Cove. 
Kcccr~t  ol~servations c o n f r n ~  Heatl~cr 's  (1':;~) st;itcnlcllt that:  

" Particularlv favoured was !he soil at the foot of the bluffs. in  Astelia and flax 
communities,' and among boulclers and the rocts of b ig trees. They were thus 
distributed througncut the lower slopes w h x e  either beach or cl i f f  is handy. In  
higher regicns they were confined to the neighbourhood of those peaks, bluffs 
and rocks which pierce the bush canopy." 

Grey-l';~cctl I'ctrcls ;Ire conlmon ~ I I  Hig C l ~ i c k c t ~ ,  where Kciscl~ck 
rccortlrtl the111 it1 1880 (Kcischck, 1881) ;tnd 1883 (C;~utcrl)ury h4usciuit 
C:ollcclion). 111 tnit l- l)ccct~~lxr I!)(if! tlteir t~urnlm-s werc second only to 
1:Icsh-looted Shc;~rw;ttcrs, ; I I I ~  ;it the I~eight  01' their I)rccrli~tg sc ; tso~~ 
they 111i1y be more c o n ~ r n o ~ ~  thiln Flesh-Sooted Shc;~rw;~tcrs ever arc. 
0 1 1  Big Cl~ickcn,  ;IS on  Hen Island, Grey-l';tcetl I'circls nest i n l a ~ ~ t l  more 
readily than the I q c  she;irwatcrs. ~ l ' hey  arc conlnlon on hlitltlle 
Chicken. 

I'\'CKOI;.L"S P E T R E L  (l'tel-ocl ~.ottc!c i ~ y  ctwJli) 

' l ' l~e  C;roup is o ~ ~ c  oS t l ~ c  s ~ r o ~ ~ g l ~ o l ( l s  oI the I'ycrol't's I'ctrcl, ; I I I ~  

1.11cre arc "1' 10 four o r  five I~i~tit lrctl  pairs. 
Pycrol't's I'ctrcls werc first Sound or1 He11 I s l a ~ ~ t l  in I ~ c c c ~ u l ~ c r  

l!J32 (F;tl1;1, l!)33) . 1<c(.c11t o l ~ . s c r ~ ~ ~ ~ t i ~ ~ t ~ s  corrol~or :~te  I ~ l c ~ t ~ i ~ t g ' s  (1!)4 I) 
statclllcllt t1i;it: 

"Orb Hen Island Pycroft's Petrel i s  moclerately abundant and burrows have 
been found on all parts of the island where there is soft soil for burrowing. 
The greatest numbers, however, appear to be on thz northern and western faces 
of the island, a i d  turrows ard not appregated into large colonies, though a 
group may be tound wi th in a few yards i n  places particularly suitable for 
burrowing. More burrows were found on the lower slopes, under three hundred 
feet, than on the hiqher ridges leading up to the highest peaks, which PuWnus 
gavia almost mono?olises. On the other hand, there are few Pycrofti in  the hard 
soil of the a b r u ~ t  cliffs immecliatelv above the shore, where Eudyptula, Pterodroma 
macroptera, Puffinus griseus, and P. carneipes have their burrows." 

Pycrolt's Petrels also brcetl o n  Big ant1 Mitltllc C h i c k c ~ ~ s .  7'11cy 
Jverc recorded Ixectling on  Big Chickcn in Dccctnlxr 1880, bu t  were 
t h c t ~  itlcntifietl 21.s Cook's Petrel (Kcischek, 1886: AV325, Canterbury 
i\,luseum Collection) . O n e  was heard 011  251 1/23 (K. A. F;tlIa, pe,:~. 
iott~ttr .) ,  and  i l l  1933 scvcr;tl were lountl a s l~orc  (Aucklantl I\'luscirtt~ 
Collection) . In 1)ecembc.r 1!)53 the ~ ~ u m b c r  was thought to Ix sm;iller 
t1i;it1 that 011 He11 Island (CII;IIIIIIC~S C (  (11 )  , but  by Ikcember  1962 the 
1111111lxr W;IS greater ~ I I ; I I I  t l ~ a t  Found on Hen Island in December 19(i0, 
Deccn11)cr 1961 o r  ,j:ttnu;try l!W, though not nearly ;IS great as otl l ied 
h'lcrcury Isl;~t~tl  in November l!)62. T h e  population oC I'ycroft's I'ctrcl 
O I I  Hig Chicken has prolx~ljly g r o w l  consicler;il~ly since 1953. On his 
firs1 night o n  Kig Chicken in Dcccmher 1!153 K. K. Sibson noted " ci~lls 
of sc\w-al l ' y cwf t i  11e;ircl " (pe~:s.  cott~t~r.)  , I I U L  such ;I description would 
have  beer^ ;I gross untlerstatcn~ent r ~ i ~ ~ c  )ears later. T h e  tlitfcrcnce in 
the ~ ~ ~ w t l j e r  oS Pycroft's Petrels caught for Ix in t l in~  - 4 i l l  1!)53, I7 in 
l!)W -- also indicates an  incrc;tse. 

I'ycrol't's I'ctrcls were tliscoverctl on ~4icltllc Chicken in 1)cccmlxr 
1962. btit tltcir n~uill jer w t s  not ;tsccrt;tii~ctl. 
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N O R T H E R N  DIVING I'ETKEL (Pelertr~rorrle~ u. uiinat?ix) 

Diving Petrels-were discovered breeding on North-western Chicken 
on 18/4/33 (A. T. I'ycrolt, pels. comm.). mcl in Dcceml~er 193!) 
" burrows were abundant"  (C. A. Fleming, . / ~ e ~ s .  cornllz.). They have 
not been recorded breeding elsewhere in the Group. 

Tltcre arc 1x0 I~reetling or  roosting places in tltc Group, but 
Gannets frequently fish in the ntliacent waters. On  1/9/63 ;I brown 
juvenilc G;unnct flew past I)ri!gon's A,Iouth Cove, Hen Islmtl. 'l'lie 
~nccasional occurrence of juvenllc Gannets in New Zealmcl waters at 
this s a s o n  11;1s been noted by Stein (1961, 19tj2).' 

BROWN BOOBY (Suk leztcogt~.tler~ plotus) 

MoncrielT (1928), who visited Hen 1sl:trnd in 1927, records the 
lollowing obscrvations: 

" On December I l t h ,  at sunset, we saw what appeared to be a Gannet sail high 
above the island. When the sun shone on its upper parts, though too high to 
identifv, i? appeared l ight biscuit colour above, and white below. On December 
7th the b i r d  in question was seen by the writer, just passing out of sight round 
a headland I t  was close enough to ascert3in that i t  was the size of a Gannet. 
and biscuit brown in colour. Therefore, in  view of the fact that Mr.W. M.  Fraser 
has often seen Sula leucogaster i n  this vicinity, the wr i ter  took i t  to be the 
b i r d  above mentioned." 

PIED SHt\G (Plrt~lncl-ocowrs u. uol-izts) 
Pied Shags have long iiested at  Old Woman Cove, Hen  Islmd. 

In  1903 the colony was in 1'ohutuk;twas at  the western end of the Cove 
(A. 7'. I'ycroft, pers. c o n ~ ~ l ~ . ) ,  and it was still in use in 1'923 (K. A. Falla, 

pel:s. ~ ~ I I I I I I . )  , 1921 (Hamilton, 1!)25) , 1'333 (Pycroft, 1933 11) , and 10% 
(slide taken by L. H. Millener, in Aucklantl Museuni). No figures are 

rccortletl, but eight nests ;ire visible in the portion of the colony sliowt~ 
in the slide. Hy 1947 the colony 1i;td shifted to the I'ohutukawas above 
a cliff: a t  thc eastern end of the Cove (Sibson, 1949). There were 33 
nests here in December 1954 (Chanibers et (11, 1955), but only six or 
seven nests in 1960, 1961, 1963 and 1964. Pied Shags rest on small 
offshore rocks, and roost at Wilson Bay and Pycroft Bay. 

Pied Sllags sonncti~nes nest on Middle Chicken. I n  1953 tlicre 
were twelve nests in windswept six-foot-high Ngaio. T h e  Ngaio was on 
a gentle slope, a n d  it was possible to  walk around among the nests 
(Ch:tmbers et (11, 1955). A similar colony has since been noted oli 

D'Urville Isl;und, Cook Strait (Nl;tckburn, 1962) . Pied Shags were not 
nesting on A~lidclle Chicken in 1957 (R. B. Sibson, ,pew. cornm.), but 
they wcrc in 1962. There were then ten nests 40-  60 feet a.s.1. in two 
Pohutukawas in the southern bay. T h e  vegetation beneath these trees 
suggested that they had been used previously. I n  January 1964 there 
were seven occupied nests at the main colony, and three nests in another 
Pohutukawa 40 yards to the west. By June the seven nests in the 
main colony were still occupied, but only one in the other Pohutukawa 
was. 

On the Chickens, as on Hen Tslmd, the number of Pied Shags 
seen considerably exceeds the local breeding population. T h e  shags 
frequently rest on the stacks and rocks OH' the Chickens, and some roost 
in  l'ol~utuk;tw;~s at South Cove, Big C~liicke~i. Hy far the largest number 
rccortlecl roosting hcrc was 4 O f  on 24/2/55 (Goodwin, 1056) ; in the 
summcr large numbcrs had bred on Hcn  Isl;~nd. 



Skegg BIRDS OF HEN 6 CHICKENS 17 1 

LIT1'L.E SHAG (Plrtrlno.oco~.c~x 11relntto1e1tco.s bre-c~iro,s~ri.s) 
i\ pair of Litt le Shags usually Irequents the I'ictl S11;ig colony a t  

'Old Woman  Cove, H e n  Isl;intl, and  in some seasons they may I~rcetl  
there. A Litt le Sh;ig ~ ~ ~ : ~ s i o n ; i l l y  visits the Chickens. Hot11 the white- 
throated and the white-l~re;rstctl phases have Ixcn seen in the Group.  

RL.UE H E R O N  (Egrelirr .s. srrcrrr) 
O n e  pair of Blue Herons prolx~bly I~rcctls on Hen 1sl;intl. T h e  

I<luc Heron is a rare visitor to Hig Chicken, where one was seen on 
251  1/23 (K. A. Fitll;~, p e n .  co?tlrn.) , and another o n  I6/ 12/62. 

" hI ALLAKI) (.4 n r~s  11. ~~lniyr t ry t t  cltos) 
t\ female kl;~ll ;~rtl  was seen by L;I I I I~)  Rock ;tntl 1;itcr i l l  Light- 

house Hay,. Hen  Islm~tl, on  1/2/64. ?'he following day it TWS l'ountl 
rle;d on the I~o~!ltlers i n  I'ukicnui Hay. 

AUSI'I<ALASI..\N HAKRIEK (Circtr.~ trpproxi117rrm gottlrli) 
Harriers ;ire commonly seen over Hen Isl;~ntl, wlicrc t l~cy  I I I ; I ~  

breed. t\ pair I~reeds  o n  the C:hickens, ; ~ n d  nests h;~ve I~ccn  found on 
Imth Big and E x t e r n  Chicken (C:hi~nll~ers ei, (11, 1955). 7 'hc H;irriers 
range widely over the isl;intls, and often fly to the ~ n ; ~ i n l ; ~ n t l .  

N E W  ZEAL.L\NI) Ft-\LCON (Fc~lco t to~~c~e .see lc r~~~ l i t t e )  
In the early 1880's Kcischck found Hush Hawks " frequenting 

the top of the hills" on  Hen Isl;~ntl (Huller, 1888), and they have not  
been rccordctl since Deccml~er  1'124 (H;~mil ton.  1925). l ' hey  were 
" sc;lrce" on  the Chickens in 1880 (Reischek, 1881),  and t l ~ c  I x t  record 
w;~s  ol' one  o n  Eastern Chicken in 1)cc.emlxr 1914 (C:. 1.:. Archey, /MKS. 

(,~Ottll~l.) . 
S O U I ' H  E R N  RI..XCI<-HACKEI) G U  LI.. (1,trrrr.s tlottiit~icn~t 1r.s) 

I%l;ick-lx~ckccl Gulls ;Ire prcsellt in sm;dl r ~ u m l ~ c r s  o111y. 'I'hrcc 
o r  I'our ~xi i rs  nest along tlic soutlicrn coast of Hen 1sl;111tl, ; I I I ~  anothcr 
three o r  I'our pnirs nest ;it the Chickens. T h e  resitlcnt I~irtls regulwly 
p a t r ~ d  the coxitline, ;und others oc:c;isio~~;illy visit the G r o u p  I h c  only 
Ilocks scen arc those in the w k e  ol' p;~ssing c.cpsters. 
UEII-HILLED G U L L  (Ln~.rt.v r~ovcteltollnt~rli/ce .sr:oj~rtlitrrts) 

I n  August n o  Red-l,illetl Gulls arc seen in  tlie Group,  I)ut in 
early Scpteml~er  small numlxr s  itre so~netimcs 11e;irtl lxissir~g o f s l ~ o r c  
: ~ t  nigljt. In mitl-Decemlxr none is seen on most days, though sm;ill 
~ ~ u m l ) e r s  may gather in ;I Ixiy for fisl~ scraps, and flocks o l  u p  to 100 
work otf the Chickens. t\fter n~ic l - lkccrr~ber  juvenile I)irtlc I~cgin to 
:~rrive.  T h e  n u n ~ l x r s  of Kctl-billed Gulls incrcasc throughout ,J;inu:iry 
until  I)y early Fel~runry 111) to 100 ;ire roosting or1 Hen Isl;~ntl, chiefly 
; ~ t  Ligl~thousc Rock ant1 the Gul-nil-kalach. 
C:~\SI'II\N 1 'EIIN (Hydroprogt~e crrspirr) 

O n e  or  two birds frequent thc G r o ~ ~ p ,  but  there is n o  cvitlencc 
01 breeding. 

WHITE-FKONI 'ED TERN (S/enrn st~intrr) 
White-l'rontecl T e r n s  11;ive only ;I prcc;irious foothold on the 

nfl'shore isl;~ntls of  northern New %e;d:intl. In some sciisoi~s there is 
;r s~n:rll colony i n  the C;ro~rp, but in  others only the very occ;isional 
bird or  small Imrty is scen. \lVhite-fronted l ' e rns  I~rctl  on  t l ~ c  Cul-na- 
k;il;ich a t  Old  W o m a ~ t  C;ow in 1923-24 (K.  A. I;i111;1, /)e,:s. cotritti.) and 
in 1!)23-25 (H;imilton, 1925) . T h e y  I)retl on  Lighthouse Kock (I pr.) 
;mcl tlic rock on' I'ukanui Bay (1 pr.) in the 1!)27-28 season (MoncridE, 
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1928) . 111 the 1953-54 season White-fronted Te rns  bred on  r a rock 
below the northern clifs of Hig Chicken (10-12 prs.) (C11;tmbers et 01, 
19.55). T h e r e  was a colony on  Lighthouse Rock in 1954-5.5 (8 prs.) 
(Ch;t~nlm-s et  (11, 1955) ; in 1961-62 (18 prs.) ; in 1962-63 (,I. A. Hartle, 

pel:s. comrn.) ; and  I!fGS-64 (7 prs.) .  In the 1961-62 and  1963-6.1 seasons 
there was also ;I pa i r  I~reetl ing on the rock in the western end  o f  
I'uk;unui Hay. 

Only s n ~ d l  numbers arc seen dur ing  the winter, though on  
.?!)/8/(i3 a Ilock of a l ~ o u t  30 llew d o n g  tlie soutlicrn coast of Hen  1sl:rntl. 

N E W  ZEALAND I'IGEON (Hemij)h(cg(t 71. ~iovc~e.vcelotrrlic~e) 
I'igcons are abuntlant on H e n  Isl;rntl, ;tlthough the population 

varies consitler;rl~ly from year to yeicr. When  the populntion rc;lches 
s:~turation point,  o r  perhaps in 1e;tn years, many may fly to.  tlie main- 
land. A l ~ o u t  1930 ;I great  Ilight o l  I'igcons from H e n  Islantl was noted 
arrivinx in the W;ripu Range. T h e  birds wcre so thin and  weak that 
many fell and died (McKenzie, 1948) . 

Pigeons ;ire also plentiful on I<$, Mitltllc and E a t e r n  Chickens. 

N O R T H  ISI..AND I<AI<A (Ne.stor mei.idio~~nli,s .se/~let~lriorre~li,sj 
I<;tk;ts are present on Hen Islantl, and  Hig, hiitltlle and Eastern 

Chickens. T h e  I,irc!s range widely over their  ~xcrticular isl;tntls, and 
this ~p;tkos po lx~ la t ion  estimates tlitlicult. C:onservittive estilnates o f  the 
populiltion in the early 1!)60's were o l  a t  lexst 30 pairs on  Hen 1sl;intl. 
;rntl ;~ l )ou t  eight pairs on the C;hickens. 'l'lte population may wcll 11;rve 
incre;~serl, b u t  the  carlp st;)te)ilcnts arc rather vague. 

R E D - C R O W N E D  I':\1<AI<El:l' ( C ~ ~ e ~ t i o i ~ n ~ ~ i / ~ l ~ i ~ . s  71. irov~ezclrr~rrli(rc) 
Rctl-crowned 1';lr;lkcets arc gi4kr;lIIy tlistril~utctl over H e n  Island. 

Tllcy arc common on ;dl the Cl;ickcns, ; l j~tl  are present cvcn on  the 
islets Ixtwccn Big ;lnd h4itltlle Chicken. 

'r'ELL.O\Y-CROWNED I'Al<AI<EET (Cycrt~om~n/~hir.s (I. oicr-ice/~.s) 
'I'herc is it small n u n ~ l ~ e r  o l  Yellow-crowned 1';cr;tkccts on H e p  

Is1;lntl. T h e y  wcre first olxcrved it; 1903 (A. T .  I'ycroft, ;l,e~:s. coinin.)'. 
;lnd they were again recortled in 1927 (Moncricff, 1!)28). 111 ]!I33 
1:. I;. Stead reported thcy were " not  numerous - we know o l  oqly 
four p;tirs9' (letter to kt .  Frxser, W. R. H .  Oliver's Files, I h n t i n i o n  
iMuseum) . In 1939 one  pair  was seen (Fleming, 1940) , and in 1917-48 
;I pa i r  wils I'ound near Dragon's hfouth Cove, and  another  on  the ridge 
cast of Old Woman Cove (Silxon. 19-19) . A Yellow-crownetl 1';rr:rkect 
was reported from " a northern gully " in 19.54 (Ch;rnll~crs et 01, 1955) . 
;tnd in I!)(il, I!)63 ant1 I!)(i.l a pair  was recor?etl a t  I>ricgon's hfouth 
Chvc. It M~;IS proI~i11~1y the sante pair  that was seen a t  I 'ukan~ti Hay. 

Yellow-crowned l'arakeets wcre ol)servetl in three localities o n  l<ix 
Chicken in 1953 (C:hicn~bcrs el (11, 1955) , 11yt there arc n o  other  recortls. 

Kcischek c1;rimecl to have shot two Orilnge-lrontetl 1';mkeets 
('C. 11inlhe1.11i) on the inlicnd clills of H e n  Island, on  24/1 1 / I880 (Huller, 
1888; Rcischek, 1930) . 'l'his record, and  m o t h e r  from Little Harrier, 
were accepted 11y Oliver (1930. 1955),  b u t  were rcjcctecl in tlic ;rl)sence 
of specimens 11y the O.S.N.Z. Checklist Committee (Fleming e t  (11, 1!)53). 

S H I N I N G  CUCI<OO (Chc11cite.s I. l~rciclus) 
Shining Cuckoos are widely I ~ u t  sparsely t l istri l~uted o n  all the 

islantls of the G r o u p  excellt South-western Chicken. In  December 1962 
there were an cstinlatcd five pairs o n  Big Fhicken. 
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Stead Kay, Dragon's Mouth Cove, the south side, near the sadtlle above 
Old W o m m  Cove, antl near the summit. All but the last of these 
localities are Kanuka forest. 

A Song 'I'hrush wits observed on Big Chicken in 1923 (K. A. 
Falla, pem. co7nn1.) , but the species was not recorded aptin until l!K2, 
when song was heard in three looilities. They have not been found on 
the other Chickens. 
"HIACILKIKD (Turr11r.t ~ne i . 1~10)  

Klackbird song was he;lrtl on Hen 1sl;rnil in 1!)23 ( F a h ,  pert. 
cornn7.), and a few were seen the following year, though it was then 
hoped that they were only visitors from the mainland (Hamilton, 1925). 
However they may not have I~ecome established at this time, for a 
party which camped on Hen Isl;~ntl in 1927 did not record any, 
;tltllough W. M. Fraser told them that he had previously 1tc;trd the 
bird on the island (hloncriett', 1928). Klackbirtls are now widely 
distributecl. In 1949 there were three pairs in the 83-acre census area 
(Turbott, 1940), antl in 1963 there werc ten bircls in the same area. 

Hlackljirds were present on Big Chicken in 1923 (Fdla, j~eer. 
c o n m . ) ,  a n d  in 1962 there were an estimated 20 pairs on the island. 
They itre also firmly estal~lishctl on hlitltlle antl E;wern Cltickcns. 

*I)UNNOCK ( P r ~ m e l l a  ?tzorlulnl-i.s rycirlen tcdi.~) 
Dunnocks are scarce on Hen Islaptl. They were first recorded 

nt Ste;id Hay in 1917 (Sibson, IS4'3), and they have often been recortled 
in the samc locality, and ;~lso at  Light11ol;se Hay, Dritgon's h4outh Clove.. 
thc inland cliffs ;rrc;t, and at Old Wom;~n Cove. 

Four pairs werc found nit Big Chicken in 1953 (C~11;unlxm ct d, 
1955), ;tnd three pairs in 1962. Ihnnocks  ;ire also present 'on Mitltlle 
and lhstcrn Chickens. 

NEW ZEALAND P11'171' (A? l i / r~~ . s  7 7 .  rio~~ne.teeln~ltline) 
Pipits are found around the coast ; ~ n d  adjacent bare cliffs of 

Hen Island - tltere are six to eight pairs around the foast o f  the 
western ha11 oS the isl;~nd. Pipits are also occasion;~lly se;en on rocky 
outcrops, ssuch as Halancing Rock, and have Ijeen recorted in dense I scrub on the s;~dtlle above Old Woman Cove. They :ire present on all 
the Chickens, Srom offshore islets to the summit of Eastern Chicken. 

I n  April 1933 three Pipits were seen at  sea approacl1in.r Hen r! 
Island, their course suggesting that they had come from the rn;~~nlantl 
(Pycroft, 1933 a ) .  

13ELLHIRD ( i l ) ~ i h o ~ ~ ~ i s  717. mel(ru~rr/r) and 

T U  I (Prost11 ein/rdel-/r n. ? I  o?~ne.teeln71 rlioe) 
IielllIirils and l 'uis are the commonest species of I,ush birtl on 

Hen Island. There has been ;I consitler;rble clii~nge in tlie proportions 
of Bcllbirds to Tuis during the last thirty years. In I927 Tuis werc 
" undoubtedly the most conlmon species," antl Ucllbirds were " not ;IS 

nitnleroits " (Moncrieff, 1!)28) . In 1933 Tuis  were still the most ;tl~iintl- 
an t  species (l'ycroft, 1'333 11) . Stead visited Hen Island in Nove~nlxr-  
Deccmber 1933, and st;rtetl (in ;I letter to M. Fraser, W. K. H.  Oliver's 
Files, l h m i n i o n  l\,luseum) th ;~ t  Hellbirds were " about half as numerous " 
as Tuis, and Wilson (1959) records that Stead estimated tltere were 
:is many l 'u is  on Hen Island as all the rest o l  tlie bush birds put 
together. Six years later the proportions h;id ch;~nged. .A census in 
1'339 showed 71'uis to be only slightly more common than Bellbirds - 
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the c s t i ~ ~ ~ a t c t l  proportion b e i t ~ g  S3 to 75 (Turbot t ,  1!)4U). Ry 1947 
Hclll)irtls were more : h u ~ ~ l ; u ~ t  t11a11 l ' u i s  (Sil~son, I!)4!)) . In the  early 
I!)(iO's the ~ ~ u m l x r s  were lairly C W I I ,  with ;I sligllt I ~ r e l ~ o n t l e r i ~ ~ ~ c c  ol' 
Kcllbirtis. T h e r e  is :I tlefinite se ;~son;~l  movement ol' 'l'uis o n  Hen  
1 s .  111 Novcml~er-llccemI~er-,J:~~lu;~ry they arc h i r l y  evenly tlis- 
~ r ibu lc t l  it11 over the islat~tl, but i t 1  !\ug~~st. h r g e  n u ~ ~ l b e r s  congregate 
on  the  north sitle (where there are many I C ~ w h ; ~ i s  in flower) , ; I I I ~  tllere 
arc  rc1:itively few on the s o u t h c r ~ ~  sitle and  i l l  tllc n1ai11 wester11 valley. 

1Sclll)irtls ; I I I ~ ~  7'uis are  the  I I I O S ~  conln1on I)i~sh I)irtls ~ I I  Big, 
h4itltllc a11d E;~stern Chicken. 011 Hig C;Ii icke~~ 'I'uis ;Ire twice ;IS 

nulucrous as Hel1l)irtls. O n  12~litltlle Chicken I 'u is  appe;tretl the  111os1 
c:omrrion spccics ;rt the western end in Au:;~rst I!)55 (1. A. E. A t k i ~ ~ s o ~ ~ ,  
/)et:s. cortrrtt.) a r~ t l  on the southern slopes o n  13/12/(i2. However, or1 
12/(i/(i4 1klll)irtls seemed more than twice as numerous as T u i s  ~ I I  the 
southern and  cxstcrn slopes. On Ei~stern C:hic.kcn Ke1ll)irtls were the 
 lost conlmon bird on  21 15/53 (Ilavcnport ,  I!)%) , but  on  141 12/62 
I ' u i s  werc in much grc;itcr ~ ~ u m l ) e r s .  Sc;~son;~l Inovcmellts may c s p l a i ~ ~  
f h e  c.lla~~gctl ~~uml):rs on  Middle a11d E i ~ s t e r ~ l  C ~ I ~ C ~ C I I S .  130th species 
are  present 011 South-western Chickerl (K.  K. Sibson, /)et:s. corrrrrr.). 

Mclll~irtls evidently Ily from the Chickcr~s to the I ~ ; I ~ I ~ ~ ; I I I ~  

(Keischek, 1887 a;  l u r b o t t ,  1953) . 
\VH ITE-EY E (%o.slero~~.s I(11erc1li.s) 

White-eyes arc  generally rare ~ I I  Hen  Isl;~ncl, t11ougl1 they ;IIT 

sonrctimes locally a b u ~ ~ t l a n t ,  with llocks o l  u p  to  35. T h e y  arc in 
small nunlbcrs o n  ;dl the  Chickens, and in J u n e  I964 they were noted 
!locking in ~~~~~~~~~~s on  klitltlle C21icken. 

*:CHAFF1 N C H  (I;rit~gill(c coe1eb.s g.et1g1e1.i) 

Cl~;rllincl~es itre very rare on He11 Isl;r~rtl. O n e  WIS 11e;rrtl a t  
I>r;~gon's R4outh Cove in I!)(iO, and  a p i ~ i r  h ; ~ s  s i ~ ~ c c  I~ecome cst;~l)lishctl 
r e .  In 1963 o ~ ~ c  was also heard north 01' H;~lancing Rock. 0 1 1  

Kig C:hickc~~ there werc a t  least five singing n ~ a l c s  i r i  1!)53 (C :ha~~ l l~e r s  
er (11, 1!)55), b u t  only two singing m;~lcs  were recorded in 1957 (Sil~sorl, 
pers. cott~tn.) IIIKI 1962. O n e  WAS I1e;lrd OII Eastern CAicke~l in 1!)57 
(Sibson, per$. co~tittl.) . 

O n e  House Spi~rrow was seen at, Dr';~gon's h4outl1 C:ovc, H e n  
I s h ~ ~ t l ,  on  3 I /8/63. Strong e;isterly winds hilt1 Ixcn I~lowing lor ;I few 
days and thcy 111ay have blown the bird from the klokohinaus,  where 
thcy are est;tblisIietl nu  Burgess Is1;intl. T h e  occurcnce of House  
S p i ~ r r o w s a w a y  l'ronl civilisation ill New Zc;~l i~nt l  has been discussed 
elsewhere (Wodzicki, 1956) . 

St;~rlings are rather sc;lrce on Hen Is1;111tl. T l ~ c y  were prescnt, 
t l~ougl l  " in 1 1 0  greilt numbers " by I924 (Hatnil ton,  1925) , and  by 
1!)27 their  n u m l ~ e r s  d id  no t  exceed " twenty o r  thirty, it t h a t "  (Man- 
crielf, 1928). T h e  number  around the  co;~st  has no t  increased much, 
the  most i'rcquentetl locality being the cliff Ixtween I'uk;~nui Hay and  
Sibson Kay. A flock of twenty was seen in December 1960, bu t  such 
flocks arc  rare. In A4i1y 19.56 two separate flocks were see11 flying 
inland late one  d t e r n o o n  (King, 1'356). Starlings are  very occasionally 



seen below the bush canopy ~ I I  Hen Islmd. There is son~e  tra'llic 
I~etwccn the t~~ainlant l  a~ i t l  He11 Island. 

S~.arlings were first recorded from Big Chicken in 1!)23 ( F d l ; ~ ,  
,bel:s. coltttn.), and there is now ;I slndl resident population ou this 
i s l ; ~ ~ ~ t l ,  as ;~lso on South-westeru, h,lidtllc ;mtl E;tstern <:hickens. 111 
the 1930's Stiirli~~gs Irom tlie nl;iit~land were twice rccortletl roosting 
on North-western Chicken (Cranwell ; ~ n d  Moore, 1!)35; I;leming, pc1.s. 
cottrrtr.), at~cl they may still do so. 

i AUS1'RALIt\N RAVEN (Cowzts sp.) 

On 3/1/48 ;I large black Ijircl of corvinc ;qq)earance ~~asse t l  along 
t l ~ e  inland clills of I-Ien Isl;~ntl. R. 1%. Sibson, who was hmili;tr wit11 
ravens in Europe, 11;ctl " n o  doubt that this wi~s a large nlcn~bcr ot  
111e co~.vitl(re" (Sibson, 1959). At the titlie it was suspcctetl that this 
Inay h;we been tlie same birtl that was e;irlicr observed at the i\Ioko- 
hinaus (Turbott, I!)47) ;itid Little Harricr (Turbott, 1947) . However, 
. r r~rbo t t  (1961) considers the bird seen at the Mokohinaus mcl Little 
h r r i e r  was probably a young Kook. T h e  Hen Isli~ncl sighting, il 
:~cccptal,  is tlie only New Z:alancl record. 

NORTH ISL.AND SA1)DLEHACK (l'hilest~rn~rr,~ co~rrtrc~tlnl~r.s i.~rflc.ccrlev) 

Hen Island is the last stronghold o f  the N.I. Satltlleback, ;I birtl 
once abunclant on the nlainlancl. Satltllebacks wcre not present on the 
Chickens in 1880, though at that date they were probably still prcscnt 
on Great and Little Barrier Islands, Cuvier Island, and various pl;ices 
on the m;iinlancl. There 1i;tve Ixen two attempts to establish Satltllc- 
backs from Hen Island on the Chickens. In July 1950 six S;itltllebacks 
were rele;isctl at South Cove, Big Chicken (Department of Internal 
i\Ihirs files). At least two birds wcre still present in Ilecenlber 1953 
(Chambers et 01, 1955), but there were no subsequent records. Wilson 
(1959) c~uotes the Wrcngcc~~rri Ch~ot~ ic le ,  14 December, 1957, which 
stated that two pairs were seen in r\ugust 195.5. This  record is definitely 
incorrect (I .  A. E. Atkinson, pe1:s. cornrn.) . In , lmuary 1964 23 birds 
were tr;insferrecl to Miclclle Chicken, and some were still thriving five 
111on ths la ter. 

A POPULATION ESTIMATE OF THE 
NORTH ISLAND SADDLEBACK 

ON HEN ISLAND 
By 1'. U .  G. SKEGG 

T h e  North Island S;~tklkback was discovered on  Hcn lsl:~ntl " in 
abuntIance" in November 1880, and in February 1883' they were 
considered to be " still more numerous " (Keischek, 1887 b) . 111 1923 
Mr. MI. M. Fraser reported Saclcllebacks " very plentiful " (Myers, 1923), 
;rncl in the following year they occurred " in large numbers " (Hamilton, 
1925). T h e  first estimate rnacle results from a " census " conducted on 
a clay-visit in October 1925, the estimated population being 300 birds 
(Delxirtmcnt of Internal Affairs Files). On  his returning from Hen 
Isla~id in Dccenlbcr 1!)27, Mr. A. T. l'pcroft stated that it was dificult 


