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ANNUAL FIELD STUDY WEEK-END 
NEW PLYMOUTH, 24th - 26th OCTOBER, 1964 

On the Friday night from 7.30 p.m. on members bcgan to gather 
a t  tlle New I'lynloutl~ Girls' High School to greet old friends antl meet 
new, in an  atnlosphere that, while very pleitsant inside, was rather 
tlxmp outside. 

T h e  rear  w;dl of the physics laboratory, which was the centre 
for the week-c~~t l ' s  activities, was attractively set ou t  witli pliotograplls 
by Mr. i-\. Hrantlon, who spends much of his frce t ime photographing 
birds in the New I'ly~noutli area. W e  were most grateful for the use 
oC this I x d d i n g  m t l  l o r  the use we were able to make of thc sc.hoo1 
cilnteen. 

At 9 p.m. Mr. M. G. Rfactlon;~ld, K.Kepr. lor  Taranaki ,  welcomed 
those present. I'rogr;~mmes for  the week-end were explained, antl 
everyone w s  tlis;tppointetl to learn t h ~ t  because of high seas the t r ip  
to thc ofL-shore islands would be off. 

On Saturday morning, despite decidedly miscr;~ble weather, there 
werc over 50 people a t  the school, making this the largest week-end 
course so lar. Mr. A. H h c k l ~ u r n ,  President, greeted everyone, and  in a 
short  xltlress gave a11 insight into the p lanning iuntl difficulties o l  thc 
Kernrat1cc.s Expedition. Following. 11otic.e~ oi' apolog-ies lor alxence, 
klr .  Rf;~ctlonaltl explained the position of the local Ijeaches and  the  
type of I~eacll the visitors would encounter,  with ;I l'cw extra directions 
for those who might get lost in the city area. 

Mr. A.  R. Scnnlan, editor of the 7'aranaki Herald  a n d  an  
0.S.N.Z. memljer, then gave ;I lecture on the " Sugar Loaf Islantls," 
cxp l ;~ in ing  their  geological I~cginnings m t l  early history, with particu1;tr 
rel'ercnce to Maori occupation and  the interest the early colonists found 
in them. It was most t l is;~ppointing t!ii~t tlic island trip could not  Ijc 
made, lor  intcrcst in tlie area was certainly raised Ijy this excellent 
lecture, and 11y the slitlcs which werc screctictl ;ifterwartls, showing thc 
islands in sunlnlcr conditions, thc season when Diving I'etrcls, Retl- 
billed gulls and  White-fronted terns Ilave heen bi~ntletl du r ing  the 
past I'cw years. 

In  the alternoon, tlioygh still in unse;isnn;~l low cloud and high 
winds, parties were ou t  to all 11e;rches from Waitara to I';~ritutu. 
\\'elcome Swallows which were in this district last July were no t  found, 
bu t  as the groups returned to rmdezvous a t  Port  l ';~r;tnaki, the lists 
or birds sighted a n d  specilncns collected bcgan to grow. Qui te  the  
most interesting sighting wzis that of two Gotlwits, Lirt7o.cn lrrpponicrc 
brc~revi, noted by H .  R. AfcKen7ie to be cluite a t  Iionie on  the north 
bank of the Waitara River. 7'his species, though suspected in thc 
area, h;ld not  Ijeen positively recorded before. Later H. Hankins  and 
C. Tcmple r  also saw two Godwits o n  the Fitzroy Ijeacli, ;tplx~reritly 
newly arrived. Otlter spccies recorded were: 9 Kantletl Dotterel, 100+ 
Rctl-billed Gulls, 7Of Hlacklx~cked Gulls, 3 Pied Stilts, 2 Black Sh;~gs, 
6 Caspian Terns ,  4 Whitc-fronted Terns ,  1 Dunnock, 20 Ycl lowl~i~~nnlcrs ,  
30 Skylarks, 10 I'ipi~s, 12 Silvereyes; also 110th Gannets ant1 I'etrcls 
uTcrc noted working ou t  a t  sea. 

O n  Satur thy cvening a t  the T a r a n i ~ k i  Muscunr, members listened 
to ;I lecture by Dr. A. Ruist, of Hawera. An archaeologist in his spare 
time, Dr .  Ruist gave the history of the excavation of Moa H u n t c r  sites 
a t  Ohawe antl IL~upokonu i ,  antl witli slides antl speciineirs shorvetl 
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examples of recoveries nixle.  Some bones recovered showed tha t  birds 
of qui te  cousitlcrable size I~a t l  existed in this area, ; I I I ~  ;11so tha t  tlie 
h4;tori had used o ther  now extinct  I)irtls ;is food. Species idet~tif ied 
from these sites include 8 species o l  Moa: I'cickyo~.~ti.s itrup/>iiri; 1'. 
.scple~tl?-io~rulis; Ezclyapleryx ge~cit'oides; E.  tciire; I:'. c~ci~tzts; A~rortrciltip- 
tel-yx clir l ifo~~nis;  U i t ~ o m i s  gig(r~iteus; antl U. grrzelln. 

'l ' licrc w;ts also evidence tha t  many other  I)irtls h;id been usccl 
as food as o ther  bones identified were ol': Lit t le Wcka (Gnllir~ctllrt,~ 
t t i ) ;  k ; ~  ( A r t o i s  1 1 1 e 1 l i ) ;  N.Z. Coot (l-'crltrcoli~ti~~trs 

l ~ o d g e ~ r i i )  ; Finsch's Duck (E~cryorrcrs !i~r.sclti) ; N.I. Goose (L'rre~tliortri.v 
se/~terrt~io~rcili,s) ; N.Z. Eagle (Htr~pcrgor~iris tr.s.sirrri1i.s) ; N.Z. Crow 
(l'cll(~eocor.cix m o ~ i o m ~ t r ) ;  H u i a  (Hete~t~loci~cc  rrc~ctiro,st~ti.s); ;I Circrts 
slxcies, antl Inany other  birds w l~ ich  arc still present in o u r  I~irsh to-clay. 

1,iiter the ;iutlicncc ~ i ~ o v e t l  l'rotii tlie lecture rooni to the nlusculit 
proper,  where Dr.  Buist exp1;tinetl rehte t l  exhil,its. \,\'it11 o u r  t l ~ ; t ~ ~ k s  
to  Dr.  Buist expressed by Mr. McGrath, ;in c~~,ioy;rl)lc t h y  c ~ ~ t l e t l .  

T h o u g h  E g ~ n o n t  remained well I~it ldcn o n  Suntlxy I I I ~ ~ I I ~ I I ~ ,  
the  whole party was soon away to I'ukciti R h o t l o t l c ~ ~ t l r o ~ ~  Trus t ,  w l~c rc ,  
I'ollowing ;I short  ;ttltlress by the curator, Mr.  R. Hair,  we tlivitlctl to 
spend the  rcm:iintler of the  lnorning in the  extensive g;trtlcr~s ; i t~d  1111slt 
of the  'l 'rust. Luncll  was taken in the b;tscmcnt o l  the lodge (out o l  
the  r a in ) ,  where we listened to .  a recorded interview o l  Mr. A. Black- 
bu rn  ;ind Mr. H. K. McKcnzie with 2x1'. 

F rom here, after ;I short  talk o n  the bird lil'e o l  E g n ~ o n t  Natio~ii t l  
Park,  by the  chief ranger, hlr .  Atkinson, we moved o n  to the slopes of 
Egmont.  O n e  group went to  the Upper  I'unilio Road, a s e c o ~ ~ t l  to the  
Dover Road Mill site, Imth p r t i e s  to  take ;I census o l  bush birtls ;tr~tl 
to investipttc tlie likclihootl of I<ok;iko. Although Mr. Atkinson had 
i n c n t i o ~ ~ e t l  tha t  White1ie;itls could be considered absent from Egntont, 
thc  I'uniho Ko;itl party rcportctl 11;iving 11e;ird Wliitchc;itls dose  by. 
I3irtls recortletl were: Killeman, T u i ,  Pied T i t ,  Kusli Pigeon, Fitntail, 
K i~~g l i she r ,  Grey W;irblcr, Silvereye and Kl;tckl,irtl. 

0 1 1  Suntl;ty evening a t  the High School everyone ;tsscutl)lctl ;tg;iin 
lor  ; I I I  i r~tcrcsting evening of tape recordings by ,I .  Kcntlrick ant1 
M. M;ictlot~;tltl iintl the  showing of films. 

On  Monday morning, in the first sunshine of t l ~ c  course, everyone 
;issenil,letl I'or the  last time ;it the school. From here m i n y  set olf for 
I IOI I I~ ,  some t\ucklantlers :o look into tlie Okau  ;trca in Nor th  l ' ;~ri tn;tki  
where M'liitelicittl and I<itk;t may be found. Another  group from 

7 7 H;iniilton set o u t  vi:~ the W;iit;i;tngit, Kokitko, ;tre;t. l h o s c  re~n; t in ing 
spent  the morning either a t  Blue Penguin nests alottg the coitst o r  it1 
trying to track clown a n d  positively identify ;I most elusive wader which 
had 1,c:c11 sighted by several m e ~ n l x r s  e;trlier in the course. Fur ther  
s p e c i ~ i ~ c ~ ~ s  were brought in from these patrols. Specimens gat l~ere t l  
over the week-end were: Short-tailed Shciirw;itcr, Lit t le Blue I'enguin, 
Fairy I'rion, a n d  lied-billed Gull .  

O u r  t l~;tnks go to  New l'lyn~outli, ant1 to  i\4auricc h~lac t lo~~; t l t l  it1 

p r t i c u l a r ,  wlio s1x11t so  much t ime org;inising this week-end. As Mr. 
Hl;~ckl,urn pointed o u t  a t  the final lnecting, it was d u e  to this organis- 
ation ; ~ n d  planning for ;111 conditions, tha t  the  course w;is itbIe to  
continue successlully even with the  continuous bad weather. I :in1 sure 
t h t  a11 wlio itttendcd gained no t  only from bird obscrv;ttions, bu t  ;tlso 
from the exchange of itleiis ;ind from contact with o ther  mcml)ers. 

- F. J. F. 


