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THE KERMADECS EXPEDITION 
Uy A. U L A C K H U R h r  

i\,Iembers will Ilwe sh;~rctl to ;I degree in the bitter tlisappoint- 
ment suff'eretl by the Expeclition p r t y  through the ut~timcly ct~tling 
of the Expedition, owing to the eruption on Kaoul 1sl;cncl. There 
has I~een no prospect oS.return this year for several reasons, viz. the 
proble~n ol transport, the water situation on Kaoul, zind the fact that 
the season for temperate zone sci~birtls was becoming too far atlv;~ncetl. 
Hut the project has not Ixen abandoned, lor the Expedition Sub- 
Conl~niltee has met ;und plans to serd ;I party to the Kern~;ctlecs 
in two years' time, that is to say, in the late Spring of 1Wi.  
?'llus the Expedition members who have sufFcretl from the present 
reverse will I x  given the opportunity of returning; and the Sub-Corn- 
n~ittee's planning, and the monumental work of organising performed 
by Mr. A. T. Edgar will not all be wastctl effort. 111 fact, this year's 
abortive expedition h;~s provitlctl valuable experience to be ;~pplietl 
in two ycars' time. 

Most of the ecjuilment and stores h a w  been sdv;cgetl, but even 
after re;~lisation, the financi;~l loss to the Society will naturally I x  
sul)stantial, so the Expctlition Sub-Committee is taking stcps which 
should result ill reducing this loss. Subscriptions and donations to 
the Expetlition lunds reached the pleasing total of f597,  m t l  it is 
;~nticipated that subscrilm-s will wish their subscriptions to ren~a in  with 
the Society in ;III Expedition Fund. A list ol' contributors is appentled. 

A few n~enlbers of the party spent a brief period ashore on Meyer 
Isl;intl, ant1 were impressed with the variety i~nt l  I I U I I I I ~ ~  of tropical 
sc;~birtls breeding there. We sllall look forward to detailed reports 
being published at  an early date. 

f f 
111.. J. S. t\rnlstrong, Taupo  10 , I .  C. I);~venport, Tokoroa 5  
I .  W. Hain, Gisborne 5 Miss M. Davis, Christchurcl~ 5  
Nrs. M. H;~rlow, I~lverc;~rgill 5 D. G. Dawson, Christcllurch 5 
11. A. L. Hatley, T'aihape 5 K. G. Dawson, Christchurch 5 
H. D. Bell, Wellington 5 E. W. Dawson, Wellington 5 
Hernice 1'. Bishop Muscu~n, Mrs. E. W. Dawson, Wellingtor~ 5 

Honolulu 51  E. Dear, Palmerston North 5 
i\. Rlackl,urn, Gisborne 3 h3iss ,I. I<. Edgar, Christchurch 5 
13. Mi. Hocson, C;irterto11 5 N .  K. Ewing, Taupo  5 
Botany Division, D.S.I.K., 1. 1). Faulkner, Gisborne 5 

Christchurch 25 E. L. Fooks, Auckland 2 
1). H. Kr;cthw;tite, Chch. 5 Dr. Elsie Gibbons, Welli~tgton 2 
W. Hroun, Kotorua 5 Miss A. J .  Gootlwin, Clcvctlon 2 
C. h'. Challies, Lower Hutt  5 1'. Grant, Greymouth 5 
1'. Child, Alexandra 5 Dr. ,J. Hall-Tones, Invercargill 5 
C. Clark, Christchurch 5 Mi. M. Hamilton, Wellington 5 
bliss , J .  Coles, Aucklantl 5 1.. E. Henderson, Invercargill 5 
I .  A. Cowic, Blenheirn 5 I<. A. Hindwood, Sydney, N.S.W. 5 
11. E. Crockett, Wmganui  5 M. ,I. Hogg, Auckland 3 

R.  A. Creswell, Gisborne 5 Dr. K. W. Hornabrook 
Orville W. Crowtler, Ncw Guinea 5 

\Y;~sllington, U.S.A. 51 hfiss ,J. S. Horni~l~rook.  
Rf. P. Daniel, l'e I<auwhata 5 Masterton 5 
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J .  K. ,Jackson, C:hristcliurch 5 
,I.  A. F. ,Jenkins, Auckl;intl !I 

,] . Jo lmson ,  ..\r;rmoho 5 
h3Iiss M. .Johnstone, 'l 'aurang;~ 6 
G .  W .  Kells, Gishortrc I 

Miss ,I. Key-,Jones .5 
I<. King, Cliristcliurch 1 
F. C .  Kinsky, Wellington :i 
I:. l,angl)eit~, Nelson !I 

hi .  H. Logan, W e l l i ~ ~ g t o n  :I 

H. Lyall, R o t o r u ; ~  10 
Miss R4. C:.  h,lclntyre, :\uc.kl;intl 5 
1). McGrath, Wellington 5 
Mrs. I). McGri~th ,  Wel l ingto~r  5 
t i .  I<. h,lcKcnzic, Clevctlon 5 
Mi. K. h4awsor1, Ixeston 1 

Dr.  Ernst  R,layr, 
h'l;iss;~cIiusctts, U.S.A. 36 

I). \J. h#crton,  i\uckl;~ntl 6 
1%. I>. Rd ills, G i s l ~ o r ~ ~ e  !I 

C;. I .  H .  Moon, \WarkwortI~ 5 
1. 1.. Moore, Wellington 1 

1;. L. Newconllx,  Wellington 5 
j\. Nutt;111, O;ini;iru I 

Mrs. 13. C. Oliver, Wellington 5 

E 
J .  A.  I'ei~rt, 1';tlnlerston North 6 
\\I. 7'. I'oppclwell, Dunedin  5 
hlrs. A. Prickctt, i\uckl;~ntl I 

A. T. I'ycrol't, Auckl;intl .5 
I<. V. Rol~er ts ,  Aucklancl 1 0 
R'lrs. W. H. Kolston, Lcvin I 

E. I<. S. Kowe, Christcliurch 5 
K. H.  St. 1';1uI, Clevetlon 1 

Dr. k l .  I:. Soper, Takiika 5 
E. H .  Southerell, Clxistcllurcli 5 
\V. 12. Sykcs, Cliristchurch 5 
I<. ,I. E. l ' ; ~y lo r ,  I-lavelock Nth.  5 
E.  C:. ' l 'url~ott ,  Aucklantl 5 
Mrs. ,I. ; ~ n d  I .  U r q u l ~ ; ~ r t ,  

Papakur ;~  5 
N. A.  W;~l ler ,  Hclensvillc 5 
h4rs. H. S. \i\i;itcrs, Waipukiu-;iu 5 
Dr.  I(. E. Wcsterskov. 1)unctlin 5 
12. M. Weston, #:~wcrau ) 

\,\'iltllil'c I)ivision, 
Internal Affairs, \~ \~el l ington .50 

0 .  Wilkcs, C:hristchurcl~ 5 
(:. Ii. Wil l ian~s ,  C:isl)ortic I 

G. 12. \Villiams, C:hristcl~urcl~ 5 
A. \,\lrigllt, l-l;~;tst .5 

SHORT NOTES 
\VEI.COh,IE S\,\'i\L1,0\4' t\'l' T H E  I3RO~I 'HEKS 

O n  the n ~ o r n i ~ ~ g  ol' the 16th Septenllxr,  I!)64, Mr. C;. 1k11ltllc 
inl'orn~etl nic tha t  he had seen ;I s w ~ l l o w  near the lighthouse hen-ruu. As 
we ; ~ p p r o ; ~ h e d  the Ijirtl ilew u p  ant1 p:~swd iovcrl~c;~tl. It wts  noted 
tha t  it h ; ~ d  ;I deep lorkctl tail, white under-parts ; ~ n d  was (lark I)luc 
over the rem;iitiing parts. :\s tlic boat was tluc to  collcct Mr.  K;ult!le. 
we h:id to  leave the I~i r t l  for the  time l x i ~ i g .  

A whilc after my returrl the I)irtl settled on ;I post  bout six 
yards ; I I V ; I ~  a n d  I TV;M a l ~ l c  t o  identify it ;IS ;I  \Yclcon~c SW;IIIOW~ (Hi).~irrdo 
rreoxerrcr). Its l'orelie;~tl and throat wcre ;I chestnut-red colour ; i d  the 
lxmaintlcr o l  tlic under-pi l r~s  ii l)uff' to  creiinly white. T11e upper-parts 
were ;I dark  nletallic blue with the tail deeply forked. I t  was noted 
du r ing  its flight that  there was ;I thin I x ~ r  of white spots across the  tail. 
Although some of the  l'ei~thers were rutfled and  the untlcr-lx~rts dirty. 
the bird appe;~rctl  he;~lthy.  Its Ilight ~vas  swooping : ~ n d  gr;~cel'ul and 
it showed n o  sign of exli;~ustion. 

7 .  I l i c  Swallow reinainctl ill tile same ;mc;l ant1 w;ls 1;lst sWll ;il>out 
1400 I m .  ?'he w e ; ~ t l ~ e r  ;it the  t ime w;~s  soutllerly w i ~ ~ t l s  SO knots, over- 
cast with cloud clown to  900 I't. ; ~ n d  rain earlier in the tl21y. ' l ' l ~c  previous 
two days h;~cl Ixcn g;de force N.W. winds wit11 l x ~ v y  rain.  

- A. W K I G H T  


