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;inel shape of the  bill wits very evicletit; t h t  o l  the Little Egret be ing 
longer, Illore slender antl sh;trply pointed.  

When leccling, the Citttlc Egrets kept  to  the  grass near  the  water, 
while the  Lit t le Egret  watletl in w:tter u p  to  its knees. 

1 h ; d  another  look a t  them on 30/!)/64 while they were feeding 
itnlong cattlc, and  i ~ l t l ~ o u g h  I coultl not  get very close, I c:oultl see tltitt 
thc  11catl of one  o l  them was o l  ;I distinct but1 colour. \Vheli ;~l: trn~ctl  
on  this occasion, they flew over my head anti ;~lightetl o n  a macrocarpa 
trcc. - E. R .  , JONES * 

IWI'ORI'ED L I T T L E  B I T T E R N  AFl' MEIIEA4ERE 
R e  the article "L i t t l e  Bittern a t  Mercn~erc ,"  1'. J .  Howard,  

Aro/or,ri.s X ,  317-319, itntl the  further article " Note o n  ~ i t t l c  Hittern," 
Dr.  R .  i\. 1;;111;1, ~ \~olor~r i , s  X, 412-413. Since this itlcntilic:~tion is now 
tloul)tftrl the  p r t i c s  concerned arc  studying thc matter Inorc tlecply, 
with v:~lued help frmn Dr. 11. A.  fall:^ and blr .  I<. G.  'I'urlmtt, :tnd 
it is hopctl to  pul)lish the  findings later. 

- 1'. , I .  HOWi \RD,  ,I. L .  IXNl)RIC:I<, H .  11. h,lcl<ENZIE 

* 
w u k r t \ G I :  OF IHACK FAN-I-A I I., 

Oliver's N.Z. 13irtl.s (2nd etl., 1). .I!).',) intplics tllitt tlic female 
Illitck 1:;tntail ( l < / t i / ~ i d ~ ~ r o  j'. f111igi~ro.w) m:ty l)c d i s t i ~ ~ g u i s l ~ e t l  I'rom the  
I I K I I C  Ily thc prcsctlce ol' white spots over tltc e;tr coret.cs. l<ri:tit Bcll, 
Iiowcvcr (/~e,:s. co?tr~i.) ,  h;td his doubts.  T h a t  his t lnul~ts  were justifictl 
w:ts tlclnor~str;ttctl I)y nly ol~ser\,;ttion of ;I ~riatctl pair  ol' I\l;tt.k I;;tnt;~ils 
110th ol' which showed white spots. l ' l i is  p i r  hatl I'our eggs ;tnd 
~.e:trctl Sour young. l ' h c  ~ ~ c s t  TV;IS visited Srcclucntly i~n t l  only the two 
I)irtls were in :~ttentl:tncc. 7'ltc remote possibility ol' :I po lyp tnous  
nesting with, by ~II;III(:c, only tlic twn I'c~nalcs k i n g  s c c ~ ~ ,  11r;ty conftlcntly 
I,c csclutletl. 

' l 'hc I N C K C " ~  of wliitc spots over tlic car  ~ o \ ~ e r t s  of tltc HIack 
Fantail ,  ~licrcl'orc, elocs no t  ncccss:~rily mean t1i;tt thc intlivitlu;~l is 
:I l 'cm;~lc. 

- br. I?. Soper -*- 
OBITUARY 

h,r;~,jor Rol)crt  i\tl;tms M'ilson, I).S.O.. who tlictl a t  his home 
'Lcihenty , '  llulls, on  27th Novcml)er l !W,  in his 8!)th year, was a 
Ncw Zc;tl;tntlcr tlisting~rislictl in 1n:tny ficltls of interest and of cntcr-  
prisc. A son of the late Sir ,J;ttncs Wilson, ;I 11;lngitikci pionccr, lie 
was Imrnc ;tt I%ulls in 1875 and  ctluc;ttetl :kt \V;tnganui College. In 
t l ~ c  years I~el'ore World  \Y;tr I, Iic wits cngagctl in cstal~lishing saw-mills 
 long the  newly-opened main t runk line :tntl for recreation pl:tying in 
n Kangitikei I'olo ' l ' c i t l~~ which won the Snvillc Cup .  i\ftcr military 
service with the  Moy;tl Garrison i\rtillcry 1!)16-18, I IC  took u p  I 'ar~i~it ig 
in his homc district anel tnacle ;I succ:css o l  tlevcloping co;tst;tl santlhill 
r.ountry and  e s t a l ~ l i s h i ~ ~ g  impressive rccortls with Friesian chiry cattlc. 
Within  the  l i t i~its  of ;I life-span of near  four  score years and tcn, h e  
found t ime lor zestlul prtrticipntion in such activc sports ;IS wildfowl 
sltooting antl tlccrst;llking, tnaintainccl a consistent skill a t  bridge, an  
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interest in horticulture, was a wide and studious reader, and in his 
later years a writer. 

This  tribute is concerned mainly with Robert Wilson as ;I 

naturalist and ornithologist. It was an interest tleveloped very early in 
his life. While still a schoolboy Ile participated in one of the Sub- 
antarctic cruises (1891) of .the Government steamer. His journal shows 
that while he listened to and recortletl the opinions of the lear~jetl 
passengers and t!ic exlxrienccd Captain Fairchild, he also made his 
own indcpentlcnt observ;c~ions and posed his own pertinent questions. 
H e  nl;rintainetl this independence tl~roughout many field ventures in 
later ycars, but wrote and pr~blishetl very little because he chose to give 
encouragement ;~nt l  Ilelp to his colupanions. One o l  these was the late 
Edgar 1;. Stead, anotllcr, the late G. A. Hutltlle, ;end both ' i n  their 
published work lime given grateful acknowleclgnlent ol' his help. O n  
any expedition, cspcci;~lly with yonngcr men, he sought the unwa~itetl 
tasks of c;lmp nlaintenance. This  loyalty was the reflection of a character 
without guile, and generous to ;I hu l t .  H e  took pleasure in encouraging 
the work of younger men at  a11 stages with unobtrusive gifts of rare 
books and with loitns of other literature and field notes. It was only 
witliin the litst ten years when strenuous field work had become 
impracticable and most of his contemporaries had passed on that he 
turned his attention to recording for publication. T h e  biography of 
his father llad already been ably written by L. ,I. Wild, so he planned 
a series of books to deal in brief with different clepartn~ents of his own 
life interests. T h e  first of these was ' Bird Islands of New Zealand' 
(Wl~itcombe and Tombs 1959) , followed by ' My Stalking Memories ' 
(I'egasus Press 1961) and ' A Two Years Interlude - France 1916-1918 ' 
( I ) .  At the time of his death he was compiling material for another 
volume on timber ;und saw~nilling. 

Major Wilson was prc-deceased by his wife ;tnd is survived by 
onc daughter, one son, a11d six gr~ulclcliiltlren. 

-K. A. F. 

NOTICE 
Dr. i\. A[.  Railcy, o l  the Denver Museun~ of Natural History, 

has forw:trdctl six copies of his book " Sub-Antarctic Can~pbel l  Island " 
Lor award to junior members, i.c. up  to 18 years of age. Awards for 
1964/65 will be made as follows: 

One col~y for the best contributiot~ to the Nest Records Scheme. 
One for original work, either for the Kecortling Scl~enie, or 

published in " Notornis," i f  suitable for publication. 
One lo the most outstanding member of King's College Bird Club. 
Three .sin~ilxr awards will be made for 1965/66. 

NEST RECORDS SCHEME 
As hlr. J.  C. K. Clariclge is retiring from the position oE 

Organiser of the Nest Records Scheme on Slst March, 1965, con- 
tributors are requested to forward all c;trtla for the current season to 
reach him by 28th February. 


