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NOTE ON WELCOME SWALLOWS IN NORTHLAND 
By J .  E. C. F L U X  cirrrl P. I < .  IVILSOI\"  

Fmin I!) t r ~  22 Febru;try, 1965, we looked I'or nests ol' \~\ 'clco~~lc 
Sw;~llows (Hirurrdo rreoxerici) under  all I~ritlges on 230 miles of ~ r r i~ in  
ro:ltl Ixtwcen Hikurangi ; ~ n d  C i q ~ e  Keinga, North .Auckl;tntl. T h e  aim 
was to d~rpl ica te  and extend the sw;~llorv survey reported by Skegg 
jlWi2) , in tlic hope ttl;tt the trumbcr of t~csts under road briclgcs 
might 11e usel'ul as an  index o f  popul ;~t ion c:h;~ngcs at  the centre of this 
newly est;~hlished species' breeding rarrge: so often only the advancing 
f ront  ol' a n  exp;rncling tIi.itrib~rtion is ~n ;~pper l .  Even ;l rough c s t in~ :~ tc  
n l  the 1,rcetling density of SM.:IIIOM.S :it various times tlttrir~g their sprc ;~d 
woultl he oT great interest. Viewing conditions wcrc good, ;mtl only ;I 

I'cw I~rirlgcs are  so Ion: o r  complcx that they cantlot Ix ex;tminctl 
cmnplctely. 3'irble 1 srrm~n;trises the inl'orni;ttion collected. 

Of the eight intact nests we cc~ulcl reach, two contiiinctl single 
c g g i a n t l  one  ;I clutch o f  t!iree. O n e  nest wxs I>uilt I1;1t or1 cop of ;I 

Irorizonl;~l steel girc!er, fottr 111i1es north of wlierc ;I sinrili~r type ol' 
nest w;ts l'ounrl by Skegg. a t  Hou11or;t in  1962: tlic othcrs were on 
vertic;tl I';~ces with I I O  suppor t  I~elow. Only tltrce t~ritlgcg had mare 
than trvo nests, the t r l ;~s i~nutn  k i n g  n ine  b roke~ i  ncsts on the first 
lhrirlge south of \Y;~iomir). T h e  s~v:tllorss were in g r o i ~ p s o l  IS, I I ; ~ n d  
5, I'our groups o l  3 ;111tl nine oI' 2: six single I,irc\s werc ;11so SCCII.  

Four-filths of the birds ivorc olxcrvctl dur ing stops a t  hritlges. 
Since the first two pairs were rccartled I~reeding in New %e;~l ;~nd 

in 1'358 (Michie, 1959) s~;iIIow~s h;ive increased in n ~ n n l ~ e r s  and  range 
r;~pidly.  Ross (1962) reported flocks of up to  bout 100 birds a t  
Kiiikolie Ily Felm~;try, l!)ii2, ;111d isolitted ~~est in l? ;  h ; ~ s  o c c ~ ~ r r c ~ l  ; ~ t  Lake 
13lesrncre ;~nt l  Hitwke's Bay (Hankins, 1963). 111 ;I I'ortnight's tour  n l  
known swallow I ~ ; I L ~ I I I S  in l ;eI~ru;~ry, l96l .  Edgar (l!l(i2) saw o ~ ~ l y  28 
II~I-ds, c o ~ ~ ~ l x t r e t l  wit11 the 65 whicl~  we saw it1 the s;tlrle district on o u r  
rapid three-thy visit. Holvever, the ~ ~ u m l ~ e r  ol' ncsts on the route 
Pa~~a-Awanui-K;ico 11;is n o t  increaser1 n~uc l i  i r ~  the past three years, 
;~lthougIi tlic n t ~ n ~ b e r  of Ilirtls seen h;is trel~letl ,  21s shown in 7';tl1lc 2. 
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Nests which Skegg stated were on side roads have been omitted 
in t h i ~  con1prri9on, but the dlscreparicy in the number of I~ridges 
cxitminetl may indicate that some are still included, or that we misred 
n few on our  survey. 

W e  would 11ke to thank Dr. P. C. Hull, hlr. B. M. Fit7gcrald 
antl Dr. I<. iVod7icki for helpEul comments. 
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SHORT NOTES 

FLEDGING OF SILVEKEYES 
On 9/2/6.5, restlcssness was observed in the two nestlings in 

tl!e nest of SiIvcreyes (Zostewks  lniercrliv) situated in the tip of the 
lowest pendent branch of a melaleuca tree, ;I few feet from the wintlow 
of my home. Accorclingiy I watched the nest next morning, and at 
6.55 a.m. one young bird was noted to be very active, and occasionally 
moving on to tllc rim oE thc nest. At 7 a.m. it rnovetl 6 ins. from the 
nest, antl I ~ e p n  preening, scratching, and wing-stretching. Two minutes 
later the second followed on to a twig close by. Preening went on 
until 7.35 a.m., except for brief intervals when both fledglings sat close 
together ancl rested. During most of this time, one parent bird sat 
in the empty nest, o r  occasionally on the edge of it, watching the 
young I~irtls; ;tnd the other parent brought food once ;und probably 
fed one of them, but I could not be surr. At 7.35 a.m. the first bird 
to leave tlie nest moved ;I few feet up  tlie ;tlmost vertical branch, and 
flew without hesitation itbout 15 ft. into a nearby ~nahoe  tree. Within 
Y O  sccs. it was foliowcd Ily the other young bird. Close and sustained 
Interest in the proceeding was seen~ingly taken by some House Sparrows, 
and a l ~ o  briefly by a Fantail. 

- A. BLACKBURN 


