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Nests which Skegg stated were on side roads have been omitted 
in t h i ~  con1prri9on, but the dlscreparicy in the number of I~ridges 
cxitminetl may indicate that some are still included, or that we misred 
n few on our  survey. 

W e  would 11ke to thank Dr. P. C. Hull, hlr. B. M. Fit7gcrald 
antl Dr. I<. iVod7icki for helpEul comments. 
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SHORT NOTES 

FLEDGING OF SILVEKEYES 
On 9/2/6.5, restlcssness was observed in the two nestlings in 

tl!e nest of SiIvcreyes (Zostewks  lniercrliv) situated in the tip of the 
lowest pendent branch of a melaleuca tree, ;I few feet from the wintlow 
of my home. Accorclingiy I watched the nest next morning, and at 
6.55 a.m. one young bird was noted to be very active, and occasionally 
moving on to tllc rim oE thc nest. At 7 a.m. it rnovetl 6 ins. from the 
nest, antl I ~ e p n  preening, scratching, and wing-stretching. Two minutes 
later the second followed on to a twig close by. Preening went on 
until 7.35 a.m., except for brief intervals when both fledglings sat close 
together ancl rested. During most of this time, one parent bird sat 
in the empty nest, o r  occasionally on the edge of it, watching the 
young I~irtls; ;tnd the other parent brought food once ;und probably 
fed one of them, but I could not be surr. At 7.35 a.m. the first bird 
to leave tlie nest moved ;I few feet up  tlie ;tlmost vertical branch, and 
flew without hesitation itbout 15 ft. into a nearby ~nahoe  tree. Within 
Y O  sccs. it was foliowcd Ily the other young bird. Close and sustained 
Interest in the proceeding was seen~ingly taken by some House Sparrows, 
and a l ~ o  briefly by a Fantail. 

- A. BLACKBURN 


