
SHORT NOTES 53 

IS T H E  S O U T H  ISLAND 1'101'10 E X T I N C T ?  
111 view of the inrplic.tl rarity ol' the South Is1;111tl l'iopio 

(7'rcrtttrg1.c1 c. or/~ett.si.s) .in recent rcl'crcl~ccs, the following r a t l ~ e r  sketchy 
glimpse I I I ; I ~  be ol' interest. O n  24/5/63, while on ;I  t r a l ~ ~ p i n g  trip, I 
citr~ght ;I brief view o f  ;I totally strallge bird in the hc;~vy I)ush : ~ t  the 
low& end ol' Lake Wilmot  (I'yke \r;~llcy, West Otapo) .  It WIS rai11i11g 
lightly a t  t l ~ c  t ime ;end itlcntific;~tion was very ulls;~tisl';~ctory, but  the 
I~irt l  w;~s  certainly ; i l~ou t  the  size ol' t l ~ c  conlrrloI1 Song 'l 'hrush, I m n w i s l ~  
;~lx)vc,  ; I I ~  (what struck me    no st) with 111;1rkctl1y ycllowisl~ untlcrparts 
I 1 1 k s  It W ; I ~  perched ~nomcn t ;~ r i l y  o t ~  ;I I)cccl~ Ix-;~uc.l~ ; ~ l ~ o u t  tell 
I'cet up, ; I I I ( I  t l ~ e n  IIcw otf in to  the tl;trk I'orcst. 0 1 1  c o ~ ~ s u l t i ~ ~ g  t l ~ c  
l i terature I came to  the c o n c l u s i o ~ ~  t l ~ a t  it could only 11avc 1~cc11 t l ~ e  
l'iopio. - l'I<-1.E I< C.: 1-1 1 L l l  

* 
A N  IN. - \TTEN7 ' IVl~  l ~ L ~ ~ \ C l < l $ l I < l )  

" t \ t tc l l t ivc~~css"  is the  term used to rcfcr to  t l ~ c  t i ~ r ~ c  :I bird 
spel~t ls  o n  tllc ncst, and  for tlillcrcnt species this ranges I r o ~ u  less t11a11 
50 to 100 per cent. ol' the  total incul);~tion period ( w n  * l ' y ~ ~ e  and 
IZcrger in " l ; u ~ ~ t l ; i d i c ~ ~ t ; ~ l s  of Ort~ithology," 11. 2!)5). T h e  hen Kl:~ck- 
Ilirtl is commonly rcgaltlctl :IS I ~ c i n g  :.;I t~ ios t  ;~ t tcnt ivc  bird,  ant1 t l u r i ~ ~ g  
itic:ub;~tio~l is seldom olxervctl off' the ncst, except du r ing  Ixiel  periods 
for l'cctling. 'l'herclore the following olxcrvations showing i~ i a t t en t i \w  
ncss ;IS ;I ~narkct l  intlivitlu:~l characteristic in :I hen BI:~ckbirtl 
(7'. r t~e r~ t ln )  may be ol' interest. 

T h i s  Ilirtl 11;lcl its ncst i l l  ;I grape-vine (:lose to  the I)ack door  
o f  111y IIOIIIC, a n d  011 the  I I I O ~ I I ~ I I ~  of 221 10/(iil laid the I x t  o l  its c lu tc l~  
of r e  e g g  I w;~s  ;1l)se11t until the evening ol' 2 8 / I 0 / 6 4  ; I I I ~  a t  
(i a.111. o r )  the Sollowing t h y  the bird WIS o n  the ncst. t\t 1 11.111. l l ~ c  
~ ~ c s t  : I ~ ~ I G ; " u I  deserted, and ;In c s ; ~ n ~ i n a t i o n  of the cggs showctl that  
they were stone coltl. I ~ ~ : ~ t u r ; ~ l l y  ;~ t t r ibute t l  the desertion to  the  s u t l t l c ~ ~  
increase of 11un1;cn i~ctivity in the  v i c i ~ ~ i t y  of the nest. tIowrever, a t  
4 p.111. s l ~ c  was sitting again, ;111d W;IS still there next ~ ~ ~ o r n i n g .  Hy 
I p.m. the ncst 11;1tl i ~ g : ~ i n  Ixen vac;~tetl lor some t i n ~ e ,  :111d the eggs 
were oucc Inore completely coltl. Ry 3 p.m. she was I~ack o n  the ncst. 

T h i s  pattern continuetl. I.:;~cli clay I x t w c c ~ ~  noon and I 11.n1. 
t l ~ e  cggs would Ix found qui te  cold, ; I I I ~  I~etwecn 3 p . n ~ .  a l ~ d  4 p.111. 
the I~irt l  would Ix back on  the  nest, unti l  a t  2 11.n1. o11 511 l/(izI t l ~ c  
first egg I~;~tchet l ,  lollowctl by ; ~ l ~ o t l l c r  a t  5 p.m., ;ind the third soltle 
t ime a l ter  11ightfall. 

T h e  s u l ~ s e q u e l ~ t  history ol' this nest shows t l ~ a t  the young tlis- 
;~p~x ; i r cc I  ;tt in tcrwls  without trace, t l ~ e  first on  lS / l l / ( i 4 ,  the next 
on  201 1 1/64,  ; ~ n d  the last o n  2" 1 1 /(i4. 

i\ttcntivencss is prolml~ly ol' hip11 selective value to  t l ~ c  species. 
for t l ~ e  risk of prctl ;~tion,  ;~ l re i~t ly  high, would Ile i l~crci~setl  greatly by 
long pcriotls of al~scncc.  T h e  young ;~ppc ;~ rc t l  to me  ~x~r t icul ; r r ly  
vigorous ant1 healthy ~ I I  hatching, so tha t  the hen's inattentiveness did  
11ot cause any h c k  of viti~lity: and  the cggs liatcl~etl in IS+ clays, the 
r ~ o r ~ n i ~ l  period lor Hlackbirtls' eggs being IS to 14 days. Hut her  lack 
o l  ; ~ t t e n t i o r ~  dur ing brooding was certainly ci~rrictl on  to  the nestling 
stage, I'or there were long pcriotls when n o  food was taken to the 

7 7 nest. I h c  young d id  not  prosper, ;~rltl so paid the  penalty l'or the 
l x ~ r w t ' s b e i n g  ;I variant from type. At n o  t ime sulxcclucnt to  laying 
w x  ;I 111;1lc I~i r t l  seen ill t l ~ c  vicinity o f  the  I I ~ S L .  - A .  RI..t\C:I<HURN 


