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HROAIj-HILLEIj  SANIlI'II'EK IN T H E  F I R T H  01; l 'Ht\h,lES 
IN WIN1'EK 

A Hroatl-l~illetl S i~nt lp ipcr  (Lir~ricoln fnlcinellit.~) spcnt  most of 
I!)(i4 in association with o ther  s ~ n a l l  w;ltlcrs, especially \Vrybills 
( A .  f~orrtct1i.s) o n  the  western shore of the  Firth o f  T l w n ~ e s ,  wlicre it 
WIS w;~tclietl a t  tlosc clu;uwrs on a t  least seven occasions I)y numerolls 
ol~servers I~ctwecn c;trly h4;ly ant1 the end  of 1)eccmlm. O n  R'l;ty 2 
Mr. I;. C. Ki~tsky sightctl ;it ;I range of ; ~ l m u t  20 yards an  unusual 
w;ltlcr which W;IS I;rter proved to bc ;I Kro;rtl-l~illccl S;lndpiper. I t  W:IS 

consorting with Wrybills 11e;rr 1C;lirito Creek. O n  May 17, when ;I 
winter census of shore-birtls in the  Firth of l 'h ;~nres  was titken, it wxs 
l'ountl again;  a n d  two clays later its identity was confirnretl by H.R.h.f(:IC., 
who noted tha t  its tnoult into I~rcctl ing dress was well atlwncetl. Its 
I ~ r c x s ~  s l i o ~ e d  111u(:11 1110re intensive spott ing than t h t  ol' the  first 
cxmrp lc  rccortletl ; ~ l o l ~ g  the s:lnlc shore Imwccn ,Janu:lry and  n'l:~rch, 
1!)60. (v.i\'oto~~ri.s 8, 233-235) . 

T h e  n e s t  sig!itir~g wa.s o n  October 18, w l ~ e n  it wxs I'or~n(l 1,y 
H.R.Mcl<. some miles to the  north-west ticar Whi te  Kritlgc. Here  in 
sllmmcr the sl iel l lx~~rks arc  regularly used ;IS high-title roosts by non- 
1,rcetling \Vryl~ills; ; ~ n d  they arc  sometimes joinctl b y  the  stn;~llcr arctic 
tn igntory  w~t l c r s ,  cspcci;~lly Ketl-necked Stints (C l-rr~ir.ol1i.s). l ' l rc Broatl- 
I)illctl S;lntlpipcr was eilsily picked ou t  anlong them. It w;~s  notckl tl1;11 
Ily n o w  it h ;~t l  ~troultctl in to  winter plum:~gc. 

011 this rather nwre  shelly stretch ol' c:o;~st, illere is ; I I I  altcrn;rtivc 
s m m c r  roosc Lor \'\'ryl~ills rre;rr the old lirnc-works :it the  1noutl1 ol' 
I'ukorokoro Creek. I t  w;ts here t11;tt the Hro;~d-l,illetl Santll)ipcr w x  
Inc;~tcd on Nov. 23, Ilcc. I3  ;tritl Ilcc:. 22. Ilec. IS was wet and  I~lowy. 
Whi lc  u ~ o s t  ol' the o ther  w;ders  :ontinuetl to  rest l'or some time :~l'tcr 
the cl,h sct in,  ;I tlozcn Retl-necked S t i ~ ~ t s  xntl the Hroatl-l)illctl S;rntl- 
p iper  were I'ectling busily o n  ;I comlx~r ;~t icc ly  shcltcrctl pocket ol' 
cxpc)scetl tirutl, which lay :inlong the shcll-l~anks. However, on  1)cc. 22. 
which was hot ;rnd still the l%ro;~tl-l~illctl S;~ntlpipcr spcnt  some Irours 
du r ing  :I very I ~ i g  ti& resting on ;I sun-Inked tnt~tl-(:urn-shell ~xrtclr in 
a rnisetl Ilock of sntall waders which included Inore tll:ln a huntlrctl 
Wrybills, 18 Rctl-necked Stints, i ~ l ~ o u t  ;I tloacn C:urlcw Sandpipers 
(C. lestncoc), three L;~rg:* Sand Ih r t e r c l s  (C le.sr.herr(rrtl/i) :rnd ;I Terck  
S:~ntlpiper (7'. (el-el:). I l iough it was oltcn dozing with its hc;~tl  re- 
versed ;~trtl its I~ i l l  tucked unrlcr its sc i~pul ;~rs ,  the  striped crown was 
;I sure pointer to its identity. 

It is tlortl)tI'~rl if this slioultl be  c l ;~ in~c t l  ;IS the  third record of 
this rare visitor to New Zenlantl; lor  the Hro;rtl-billed Silnclpipcr lrcrc 
tlcscribctl may well be  thc same bird ;IS seen m t l  reported a t  I<icld's Bay, 
I b r a k a  o n  1/12/63 (v. Notomis  10, 411),  a n d  never found there again, 
despite f requent  searches. I t  is not  a long flight, less than thirty miles, 
over the  I-Iunua Ranges  o r  Ronrbay Hills  from Karaka to  Mirancla; 
h u t  so far there is l i t t le evidence of b i rd  tralfic between Manukau  
I-T:~rbour and the Fi r th  of Thames  n o r  have any regular flightlines for  
w;~tlers between tlicse two well-known leeding grounds been observed. 
i \nrong those who were :rble to  study this Hro;~cl-hilled S;lndpiper a t  
close range, were Mr .  ; ~ n d  Mrs. J .  A. Hrown, R4r. ;~ti t l  Mrs. J .  K. Trol lope ,  
h4iss A.  ,I. Gootlwi~r,  hl'cssrs. H. 1). Kcll, A. M. C. l l ;~vis,  1:. C:. Kinsky, 
I). \r. hplerton, J. F. O'Bricn,  S. I'aync, A. Wright  ant1 tlrc writcrs. 
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