


V a r i o u s  A u t h o r s  RECORDS O F  RARE WADERS 107 

SUSI'EC'I'ED C O M M O N  SANDPII'LK NEAK NE\i\' PLYMOU'L'H 

On the afternoon o f  24/10/64, while W.J.P., K.W.M.,  a n d  b. J .  
X'ucker were taking par t  i l l  it Be;~ch I';~trol du r ing  the Labour  Week-old  
Study Course, about  one mile south o l  I'aritutu, New I'lynlouth, :I 

sm;ill unusu;~l  wader W;IS seen. I t  ;~ppe ;~ re t l  to I x x  ;I species of sand- 
piper, but  could not  Ije identified. At this point the coastline is very 
rugged, with steep cliRs and ;I rocky be;~ch. T h e  weather was dull  antl 
overcast. Strong sea-breezes laden with salt spray iuncl dark  rocky back- 
grounds producecl conclitiol~s which were unsuit;~ble I'or really ;~ccur;rtc 
ol)servatio~l o l  details. 

On the next day the s;unc tllrce observers. together wit11 Miss 
n4. , Johns to l~  ant1 13.V.M. hopefully returned a l ~ o u t  I0 a.m. to the s;lnle 
strctc-li o l  cms t  altd q u i ~ k l y  Iocitted the ~ ~ n k n o \ v n  x ; d e r  ;IL the n~out l r  
o f  a small stream. T h e  weather had improved but still lclt much  to 
I x  desired. A strong 11or-wester was I~lowing, but  the light was good. 
\Vhen first seen the sanclpiper was flying from ;I sn~illl rocky l'reshw;~ter 
Ii~goon o n  the Ixach upstrc;lnl to ;I t l u ~ ~ c  pond a l ~ o u t  fifty yards inl;~ntl .  
When  Ilushetl it flew Imck to its previous I~xun t .  U); ;I more stealthy 
; I ~ ~ X O ; K . ~  through lupins, \ve were able to gain ;I posltlon within twenty 
ymxls 01' the bird and lrotn this vantage point  to watch it u ~ ~ t l e r  
favourable contli t iol~s lor the yreater par t  o l  a11 hour, ;IS it I'etl in 
shd low water along the etlge o l  the l i~goon, whicli it scenletl reluctant 
t o  leave. Occasionally it would flit okf up st re an^ to the d u n e  pond o r  
rest on  the coastal rocks lur ther  on: hu t  it w;~s easily retrieved Iy one 
of 11s whenever it ~nittle these short excursions. 

I t  was a n  active wader of typical sanclpiper size (D.V.M.) . Sot11 
W.,J.P. and  K . W . M .  thought it about tlic size and length o l  ;I R;~ndetl  
Dottercl (C. Dici~lclzi.~).; bu t  much more slender in sl l ;~pc (K.W.M.) o r  
more gracelul ill general, Ijody contours (W.JP.) .  'l'he bill w ;~s  about  
a n  inch long, straight, narrow antl dark brown or black. l ' o  two o l  
us the legs appeared slightly larger thall those o f  ;I Hanclctl Dotterel; 
b u t  D.V.h/l. thought they were compar;~tively short  and noted their 
colour ;IS yellowish-grce~~. 

At first sight the p lun~age  ;~ppc ;~ re t l  LO be o l  only two colours: 
the u p p e r l x ~ r t s l ' r o m  he;~tl  to tail being ;I Ilat w e n  light-~~rey-f;twr~ 

I, 
(W.,l.P.) , plain grey-fawn (K.W.M.) or light eve11 greylsh-brown 
( D . V . M . ) ,  ; ~ n d  the mlclerlxu-ts clean pale grey o r  off-white. T h e  gW)'ish- 

brown of the upperparts extended clown past the I)entl o l  the wing, but 
gradually Padecl out,  1e;cving the breast white. T h e  colotrrs of' the  
upperpal - tsant l  underparts were distinct ancl d id  no1 merge. 'I'he eye 
was dark  and  through the eye was a slightly t l ;~rker line. T h e  folded 
wing showed a darker leacling edge; but  in flight ;I conspicuous white 
bar becan~c  visible from above antl I)elow, running. I r o n  the body to 
uear  the wingt ip ,  about  1/3" wide and nearer the trailing edge o l  the 
wing (W.1.P.) . Seen in flight Irom behind, the ' sandpiper ' showed 
~ n ~ ~ c h  white; Tor bcsidc the white w i n ~ b a r ,  the etlge o f  tllc outer  tail- 
I'eathcrs was white. 'The wing beats were rapicl and the flight swift, 
low, straight without undulations, with the wings sometimes curiously 
bowed in  frequent glides. T h e  wings did  not Ijeat much above horizontal 
but  the down-beat was qui te  deep. 

Its stance and movements clistinguishetl it Srotu other s ;~ndpipers  
seen i n  New Zealand. I t  olten stood with tail antl back sloping upwards; 
a n d  i t  was most noticeable that  that t ip of the tail was about  the 
sitme level ;IS the top of the lleatl. 'l'he posterior \ v x  held high with 



1 I ' l~is composite tlescriptiu~l is based 011 thrcc sqxtricte accoutlts. 
Eitclr of the three ;~uthors submitted his own story of the Paritutu 
s;iud~)iper.-l:d.] 

* 
I'KOK.4KLL SIGH'1'ING 01.'  A K U F F  

.,it I<;II-:I~;I o n  the t fx hfanukau Hi~rbour ou L 1 j4lli.l a bird 
which n c  :Ire satisfied w;ts a Ruti '  (Plr i lo~t t~clr~rs  pugnns) w;ts closely 
studied with bir~oculars at thirty-nine yards. I t  wits s t a i d i ~ l g  with its 
body facing half-right away From us and its head a t  about right angles 
111 ;I small t lear patch in ;L flock o l  hundreds of Knots and Turnstones. 
with the ne;)rest Knot only ;I foot xway. Hotlr of us were attracted 
to it at. the sxtic t in~e,  realising that it  was o bird we had not seen 
before. 'rherc was ample time to study it and write notes with the 
bird il l  ;I stallding pos i t io~~.  Unfortul~ateIy, ;I Harrier (C. afifwoximans! 
put  up  the whole flock and it. was covered up by the other birds so 
t h ; ~ t  n o  flight pilttern couId be seen. No call was heard. T h e  locality 
agreed rather well wit11 that of its choice ;IS described by Witherby, i.e., 
trcar t l ~ c  n iou t l~  of  ;I I x g e  tidal drain where it debouched on  to a 
sandy-muddy tide-Hat. 

'iTw size MYIS careEu1y tliscussetl. X.H.Mack. dcscri1)ecl i t  as like 
;L Knot (Cnlidris catrutzis) but  larger atid longer ill the ncck and legs. 
H.R.McK. took ~ l r c  body size to. b e  ; ~ b o u ~  thai of ;I Gree~~shnnk  
(T. )iebuli~vicl) but having ;I inuch sliorter bill. I t  wits finally decided 
to compare i l  wi th  the Sharp-t;ded Sandpiper ( C : .  c tcwn . iwtn ) ,  this being 
;I s~naller bird thi111 the two above, but mure like ;I Kuff in general 
;tppearance ;end proportions mt l  ;I bird well known to both of us. 

T h e  note of the bill as  take^^ clorvn OII the spot was: "Compared 
with Sharp-tailed Sa~~clpiper, longer and son~cwl~a t  heavier Imt in  s~nal lcr  
proporti011 to the greater size of' the bird. Similar in shape and colour." 
I,b7itherby gives !ellet11 of bill as, Kuff 34-38, Kceve 29.5-33. T h a t  of thc 
Sharptailed Sanilp~per is 29-27. T h e  bill alone is sufhcient to separate 
it from all other waders of' likc size and shape. 

'The side and b ; ~ k  of neck were noted as llaving " thin striations 
moving diagonally to the rear." lllustratior~s vary in this respect, 
; ~ p p ; r e ~ ~ t l y  because oC the clifferctlt ways the head may be held. A 
t1r:twing in ' ' E ~ H I L ' '  63, 38 shows rather m.er empl~asised striations 
rnolring forwnrtl. I~\~i therhy,  IV .  280 shows them more or  less Ilorizontally 
crescentic, if surh a term may bc 11set1. In any case they were definite 
fine markings. 
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'The 11p1xr surf;icc was tlcscribctl as: " Wings I,row~risln. Faint 
light 1n;trgins on wing. coverts. h c k  Illore uniform dark grey, not n~ucll 
pattern. Transverse brownis11 or grey-brown bars upper rump, I~ut  
I U I I ~  I I O I  seen in flight." Illustr;~tions sl~ow nluc11 a.11itc at  sides ol' 
r I t i  i t  r o d  : t t e r c  r e  s t .  T11c white would 

. not be spre;rtl out esccpt in flight : ~ n d  this we did 11ot have the oppor- 
tunity or seeing. Only the patterned centre w;~s visible wit11 thc birtl 
on the ground. 

Of the unclcr surkrcc it  w;ls noted: "Mid. to lower breast rufous 
tinge 011 jil-cy-l,ro\v~~. No pector;ll line. 1)r;11, white under. Speckled 
on side of body I~elow rear- and k)rc-wing gal) I)ctucen. I~ircl st;lntlil~g 
on grour~tl." After study of 111any books i t  has 1,cc11 clccitlctl t.l~at t11c 
speckling on t l ~ e  side is I ~ L  showl~ in the illustratiol~ ol t l ~ c  l<cc\~c. 
plate ,10 in "Collins I'ockct. Guide to Hritisll Hirtls." I)y Fi~tcrr ; ~ r ~ t l  
Richardson. 111 the I~irtl  rcc sa\v\., the n ~ o u l t  w;ls 11ot so far acl\~;~l~cctl, 
for it 11;ld speckling l~clow the re;cr- ; I I I ~  fore-wing, il~stc;ltl of t l ~ c  corl- 
tinuous nlarkings ;~lotlg the sitlc. It also did 11ot 11;lvc the I);lrring 
1-iqInt clown 0 1 1  tlic I,re:~st. 

'It \\.;is ;~grcctl t11;lt tllc legs were: " Lo~lgcr I)y say O I I ~  illell t11;111 
tl~osc of :I Sln;~rp-t;~ilctl S;~~~tlpipcr ."  .l'l~cy were 11111cll he;ivier, i l l  f;~ct 
aupearing to I x  tlisl)rol)ortio~~i~teIy thick. \Yit.herl,y gives t l ~ c  1u:11c 
tarsus as 45.5-52 but omits the fcr11;11e. 71'l~;rt of tile Sharpt;~iletl S;lr~d- 
t>iper is 23-27. 

'The tliff'cre~tce in the ;Lvcragc of the two species is 2 1  111.111. whicll 
is only 1 nmn, less tln;iu one inch. T11c long stoutisl~ legs were the 
first thing to attract our  ;~ttention. l 'h is  would int1ic;tte that it was ;I 

~ r a l e ,  or Ruff. A ~ ~ ~ o u ~ ~ t e t l  spcci~ncll o l  ;I fcl~~;rle, or Kecvc, in t l ~ c  W;ir 
Memorial Museum, :\uckland, is 1nuc11 sn~aller, paler ant1 more lightly 
built than the birtl we saw at ICarak;~. I-1.R.McK. I I I ; I ~ ~  the leg colour 
sometlning like bl~tisll-grey or lead-grey but N.H.Mack, after prolongccl 
study, decided that they were of no definite colour. T h e  books allow 

alnrost any colour. 
'The more upright stance of the figures i l l  Witherby portrxys t l ~ c  

positiort in which we saw O L I ~  birtl but the best picture so far found 
is :I reprocluctio~~ of ;I pho toppln  in the Englisln ~llagazinc " C o u n ~ r y  
Life," Oct. 22, 1959. 'I'llis really portrays the birtl ;IS we S;IW it. 

'l'he I ~ I O ~ P C C L S  of occurrence of this spe~ics  in New Lealand ;ire 
l ~ o t  entirely remote. :\t least two Kceves 11;lt.e recel~tly been collcctetl 
in Australia and any species of migratory arctic wxlcr going there, even 
if in snnall nunlers, cart he cspectetl to str;~gglc to New Z e a l a ~ ~ d  sooner 
or later. 

- N. K. Wlr\CKENZIE 
- 1-1. I<. h4cKENZI1: 

* 

l luring ;I visit to I;;~rcwell Spit i l l  early October, 19(i4, the :itten- 
tioil ol' one of us was tlr;~wn to :I bird rcsting in :I tight flock of 31 
ICecl-necked Stints (Cn1d1.i~ ~ ~ i f i c o l l i s ) ,  otl ;~ccount of its ~tlistincti\.c bill. 
A long period of observation ;it I 8  to 20 feet with I0 s 50 and 7 x 50 
l,inoculars, and subsequent rel'crencc to the l i t e r :~ t~nc ,  has c~ t ;~b led  us 
to identify the bird as ;I Western S;~ntlpipcr (C. ? I I ( I I O . ~ ) .  1)uring. tht: 
period of observation t l ~ e  bird was put t o  flight nmre than once, so 
that the wing and tail pattern could be ~ ~ o t e d ;  a n d  it was at all times 
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in close c o n ~ p n y  witli I<ctl-~ietkctl Stints, thus ;~llowing a detailed cotn- 
p r i son .  l ' h ree  C~trlew S;untlpipcrs (C. fewugi~rccr) were tiearby. 

'T'lie lollowing clcscriptio~~ is taken Irom our field notes: Size, very 
slightly larger tli;~n ;I Red-necked Stint; bill I)litck, much longer than 
that of w/ico/li.\: ; ~ t  Icast I +  t i~nes ;IS long, 1ie:tvy ;it the base, and taper- 
ing Fairly quickly when the bird is olxervetl head-on, and slightlv 
down-curved at the tip: plum;~ge very simi1;tr to mficollis, bu t  slightlv 
more rulous; pale lorellearl, wit11 t l ~ e  crown clarkisli antl faintly streaked 
longitudinally; very pale sides 01' neck and nape, ;und :I light superciliary 
bar; legs black. In Ilight, there wi~s little to distinguish the bird from 
;I Red-necked Stint, the tail pattern ;~ppe;tring, itlcntical, but  the wing 
bars were extrc~nely h i n t .  'l'he manner hi' Leeding was the same as 
that o f  its compal~ions. 

' l 'he Broad-ljilletl S;~titlpiper (L.irtrir,oltr. Jtrlci,~ellus), which is k l~own 
to 110th ol' LIS, I i x  ;I noticc;tbly 1ie;tvier bill, antl the crown is distinctly 
striped, conipxetl with the h i n t  n-rarkings ol~servetl on the crown of 
tile Western Sal~dpipcr. 

' I ' l~c \l\'cstern S a ~ ~ d p i p e r  has beeu observed once in Grcat Britain, 
;111d so is it~clutlctl in  Hollom's " I'opul:~r H;rncIbook of Rarer British 
Nircls," where an excellent description is to be found. This  tallies 
very closely with our observations, except t l ~ t  the legs are ticscribed 
as "dark olive, but usu;tlly looking black." Also the toes are partially 
webbed, which we did not observc, mainly becausc the bird was for 
most of the time in very shallow water. T h e  length is given as &$ ins., 
conqmred with 6 ins. for the Kccl-ncckod Stint as stated by Condon and 
McCill in " Field Guide to the M~;itlers." Hollom describes it  as " a 
confiding bird," which wits definitely our impression during the long 
period o l  observat io~~.  

'l'he Miestern Sandpiper breeds on  tltc coasts of north and west 
Alaska, according to Peterson's "Field Guide to the Western Birds," 
and winters Irom San Francisco Hay southwards; so it  is a species whicl~. 
along with the Hudsonian Godwit, Yellowlegs, W;~ndering Tattler, and 
others, may be cxpcctctl as an occasional visitor to New Zealand. 

- A. HLi\CliHUKN 
- H. D. HELL 

011 ;I rout i~ic  check o l  the birds of the Miranda coast on 13/10/64, 
a dark brown bird was seen on the pools just north of the old Miranch 
wharf. I t  WAS smaller than ;I godwit and too large lor any o f  the 
sanclpilwrswwhich l'requent those pools. Mrs. H. Brown antl Miss A. J. 
Goodwin ;~ppro:~ched it c;~rclul!y ancl soon noted its down-curved bill, 
which then I)ec.;inie cviclent to the rest ol' the Ixtrty in the car on  the 
roacl, (klrs.) Dr. I<. Heinroth of West Berlin, Mrs. h4cKenzie and the 
writer. Tlic bird was alone exccpt for an almost fully red Curlew 
Sanclpilwr (Ccilid~.is jei.r.rr,qirretr) about two chains away. I t  allowed close 
inspection: itnd was clearly ;I Little Whimbrel (AJlimeuius ~~~inzitzis).  I t  
is considered that it  was most likely the same bird as the one seen a t  
Karaka, hlanukau Harljour, on 28/3/64 (hiolonlis 11, 99) . 
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[A .  Wright 

XVI - Large Sand Dotterel (Ch. leschenaulti) near Miranda limeworks. 
Firth of Thames, 27/12/63. 

[A. Wright 
XVII - dur lew Sandpiper (Calidris terruginea) a n d  Wrybill at  Miranda, 

27/12/62,  


