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'When :\rtliur Hipwell died o n  11th June, 1964, New Zealand 
lost :I t l istil~pishctl painter ant1 the Ornithological Society a lively 
~nernber and not;~lde he~~efactor .  Horn in Cambridgeshire in 1894, he 
c:mc with his parents to live :it Chehunga in  1910, close to  the bird- 
h:~untctl coast of h3anuk:lu Harbour. Since his lather was ;I nurseryman 
who h ; ~ d  conchology as a llobby, Hippy, as he was known to ;I multitude 
of l'rietltls, grew up in ;III  :~tmosphere of Howers, shells and natural 
history. His art ec1uc;ltion began in ilucklantl and took him to the 
Ci1n~er11ur.y School ol' Art. I.;tter 11c spcnL three years in I'aris. Though 
~ximari ly  :I pi~illtcr, he had :I full n l ~ d  varied life ;IS soldier, cartoon is^. 
photogr;rpl~er, teacher, critic ; I I I ~  ;~dnlinistr;~tor. It was only to he 
cxpectcxl tllat :In artist oC his versatilit). ~voultl vary his style and 
csperiincnt in any nelv ~ncdin. 

111 1957 he was awarcletl the liclliher Art I'rizc l'or ;I painting 
01' Aft. Taratara. Northlantl. In thc same year he went north with 
:in O.S.N.Z. party to joir~ Peter Scott in a search I'or Brown Teal  along 
rhe strc;lms Ile;ir Waipu. Hippy, of course, tv2.a~ busy with his pencil 
: ~ n d  thc resultant sketches admirably caught the ' j i n  ' of the Brown Teal. 

'l 'hough highly c:ompetcnt in nlany fields -- sonle of his portraits 
in oils, for instance, are particularly fine - in his later years he was 
1)crh;q)s happiest out of doors. sketching landscapes antl birds. Some- 
times they were watlers, terns or herons along the shores of Manukau 
or a t  Miranda; sometimes the common birtls of his own garden. An 
unusual petrel brought in from Muriwai could at once arouse his 
cnthusias~n to start drawing. From time to time his friends were able 
to introduce him to rarities; ant1 it was ;I privilege to  share his delight 
in a Great o r  Little Egret, a Terek Sandpiper, a \Yhite-winged Black 
Tern  or an erythristic Stilt, nnd to watch thc delicate development of 
his sketches. 

\\Then O.S.N.Z. luntls were low antl the Christmas Card schemc 
was ~nootetl, the romnlittec turned lor help to Hippy as the obvious 
and natural choice. H e  undertook the task with lest, to the great 
financial gain of the Society. Many of his cart15 will long be remembered 
for the especial pleasure they gale. 

T o  h a w  Arthur Hipwell in a party was LO he assured of witty 
comlnent and kindly laughter. In his last years when he becan~e 
nearly blind, his sense o l  humour gave him amazing. resilience. His 
lest for living ant1 his eagerness for bird news remained undiminished. 


