
D. & B. Reid SULPHUR POINT GULL COLONY 

' I ' l ~ c  Sulphur I'oint colony was visited on  231 l l /(A ;mcl sonic 
rl~arkctl ch;tnges wcrc observed in the breecling xrcas. O ~ I  the l 'oc ,  
sub-colonies 5, 6, 7 ant1 8 were more populated than in the I!hl-62 
season; both sub-cols. 5 m t l  8 contained c.20 nests. 

All the sub-cols. on  the Heel  (i.e. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15) 
,IS well 21s sub-col. 17 were deserted and a new area on  the western 
shore of the spit, situated just north of sub-col. 16, had been colonized 
Ily an  estimated 1000f birds. Many o l  tllesc birds presumably c:;imc 
l'ron~ the iibovc mentioned colonies as the s;~ntl  and loose soil covcri~~:; 
L I I C  11ecI ; I I I ~  sub-col. I7 W;IS washed away tlurir~g tlic I!J(i2-(if Ilootls 
; I I I C I  the cxposetl irrcguli~r,  s h i ~ r p  untlcrlying rock ~na t l c  their old sites 
u ~ ~ s u i t ; ~ l ~ l c  for ~ ~ c s t i n g .  Sub-colony 16 was not yet occupied. 

'The brcctling of Kctl-billed Gulls was ;it a11 stages - l'ro111 lully 
llctlgetl chicks ( s u l ~ o l .  1) t o  newly formed ncsts. Several bircIs, b;~ncIccl 
:IS chicks in Nov. 1961, were sitting on nests containing eggs. - .  

'T'lic Hlack-billed Gulls wcre just starting to I~reetl  as only h c v c ~ ~  
~ ~ c s t s  wcre present (i.e. two ncsts in sub-col. 8, two nests in sul,-col. 18, 
two ncsts on  ;I smi~l l  rock between sub-cols. I6 and  18, ant1 onc nest 
Itcar the inner margin o l  the large new colony).  

T w o  Black-lx~cked Gul l  nests were seen, each containing three 
cggs and ;~ttencled by a solitary adult, ,just nor th  o l  the hot  pool 
shown on the map. T h e  writers have no t  previously known nor seen 
any Hhck-backed Gulls nesting in this colony before. 

SHORT NOTE 
AKC'I'LC X'EKN O N  FOXTON BEACH 

'!'he ~ ) l u n ~ a g e  ol' crowI1, Ilape a11d I'orcl~c;~tl to t l ~ c  I ~ i l l  w x  1)lac.k: 
tllc 1,ill red witli t l ~ c  tlisti11 o ~ ~ c - t l ~ i r d  I~l;~c:kish; the l c e ~  rctl. 0 1 1  t l ~ c  
i1111er W C I )  OI tile outer  p r in~ i~ r i e s  I I C X ~  t l ~ e  shaI't there w;~s  ;I ~ ~ i ~ r r o w  
strip ol' Srcy. 7'hc tern was evidently a n  adult. l ' hc re  was I I O  i ~ ~ d i c ; ~ t . i o ~ ~  
o l  post-brcctliug ~ n ~ o u l t  in the p l u ~ n ~ ; ~ g e  ol' the head, I ~ u t  tlic I)l;~ckcr~irtg 
o l  the bill suggests that the processes 01 assuming wi~ l t c r  ;Ippc;lr;lllcc 
11;ttl bcgur~.  

h4c;1suretnet1ts taken the following t h y  were:- 
C:uln~eri 30.4 mnl.; W i n g  273; Tarsus 16.2; ' l ' ;~il  I(i4; 'l 'oe ; t ~ ~ t l  

c1:1\v 2.1.6. 
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