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SHORT NOTE 
p- 

SI 'KONG H O N I N G  INST'INCI '  IN A SI'Opl'LESS ClIAKE 
Near I'irongia, in the T e  Awamutu district there are several 

s w ~ m p s w l ~ i c l i  contaitt Spotless Crakes (1'. I~tb~retr.si ,s) .  O n e  of thcse 1)irtls 
was caught and  killed by ;I cat on a htrm two miles south o l  I'irongia. 
l ' h i s  led to further inquiries being m;ttlc ; ~ n d  it w;ts loutrtl that  this 
small shy rail w;ts qui te  cornnron in ;I suTarnp on Mr. H.  I<. tle 7'11ierry's 
property. However, this swtnlp was shortly to I:c I)urnctl and  clei~retl. 

In order  to try to save some of  these birds Srom ;tlmost certair~ 
tlestruction, it MW decided t o  c;ttcll ;is many o f  them ;is possihlc, Ixrnd 
t l icn~, ;~n t l  ~ h c n  relc;isc them in ;I suit;tl)lc swanrp near the Hamilton 
, junior  Natur;~lists' C lub  Lodge ;it 0p:tr;tu. With  the aid o l  ;I party 
I'roni thc Club,  mist-ncts were set u p  across thc sw;unp a n d  the 
vegetation systematically I)caten tow;trtls the nets. T w o  birds wcre 
caught and,  after I);untling, relc;tsetl. l 'hey were in excellent condition: 
and alter k i n g  in c;rptivity for only five hours, they immetliatcly tlis- 
;tppe;~retl into cover. T h e  date  o f  this operation w;ts 5/12/64. 

On 22/1/65, i~ lmut  six weeks later, Mr. 11. V. Mcrton, Wiltllil'c 
Ollicer, Auckl;tntl, ;rssistetl with another nett ing operation in Mr .  
tie T'hierry's swamp. Th i s  time only one birtl was c;tpturccl; and to 
the amazement oS a11 it M~;IS found to be i);tndetl and to be one ol' 
two birds previously c;tught. Hy the shortest route,  it Il;~tl travelled 
;tt least 15 miles from the point of rele;~sc back to  precisely the same 
spot wherc it wits first c;~pturctl ;tnd now 11ad been rec;~pturctl .  

Reports of the Spotless Cr i~ke  in previous isues of Wotornis 
indicated that the bird was a weak flier, ;IS flights wcre ol short  
duration before the bird tlroppecl into cover. Oliver quotes R. S. Bell 
as having seen a longest flight of nine a n d  a hal l  yards. Uucldle records 
a flight of twenty yards. 

I t  is hard  t o  imagine that this birtl would have ~ n a n a g e d  to  
return in such ;I short  time across country ;rbouncIing in various pre- 
dators, i d  including in the terrain the bush covered range of Mt.  
Pirongia, unless capitble o l  sustained flight. I'erhaps this species flies 
more  dur ing night time. 

\Vhen the bird wxs re1e:tsetl on the second occ;tsion it fiew a n d  
~ l i t l e t l  about  seventy yards, (low11 into ;I valley. When  last sighted i t  
w:ls still flying strongly. - I O H N  I<I:NDKICK 


