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NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF THE 
RUAHINE RANGES 

I NTKOIIUCTION 

L)uring thc summer o l  1961-62 the author took part in :I vegetation 
contlitiori survey of the Kuahine Ranges carried out by the Forest antl 
Range Experinlent Station o t  the Forest Research Institute, New Zealand 
Forest Service, and made use of the opportunity to record observations 
of the birds within this region. Hetween 14/11/61 and 16/1/62, the 
party, of which the author was a member, spent 4 0  field days in the 
northern h d f  of the range, i.e. north of the Tukituki catchment, travcrs- 
ing all major catchments except the Ikawetea. Less time was spent in 
the southern Kuahincs, two crossings of the range via the Pohangina, 
Tamaki antl Illakawakawa valleys being made in late ,January. In early 
February short visits were niade to the Whanaliuia Kange and Mt. 
Miharite, and ;I further three days were spent in the Tukituki catchment. 
T h e  Pourangaki and Oroua vitlleys, forming the niitl-western drainage 
of the Kuahines, were not entcrcd. 

l ' h e  author also kept bird records on earlier trips to the Kuahines. 
Eleven days were spent in the lkawetca watershed and Kuahine Corner - 
Otupie  Kangc area in February 1961 (1960-61 F.R.E.S. survcy) and a 
lurther two clays in April 1961. 

T h e  requirements of these surveys did not allow time to be 
assigned to bird observations, but throughout them the author kept 
daily lists of bird species seen and heard, these bcing as comprehensive 
as other work would permit. T h e  daily lists included the number of 
observations of each species by vegetation classes, to determine habitat 
occupation antl a11und;uice. From these records the bird notes have 
been compiled. 

AREA AND VEGE1'ATION 

l ' h e  Kuahinc mountain systeni (sce figure 1) is a central section 
of the main mountain range of the North lsland of New Zealand. T h e  
Manawatu Gorge marks its southcrn boundary with the Tararua Range 
and the Napicr-Taihape (Inland Patea) road, passing throug a gap in 
the main range, separates the northern Ruahines from the Kaweka and 
ICainlanawa Ranges. An axial ridge extends the length of the moun- 
tain systeni and four major ridges radiate from it to the west. Much 
of these ridges exceeds 5,000 feet in  altitude, but the southern third 
o l  the main range tapers to a narrower ridge of less than 4,000 feet. 

T h e  Kuahines itre lorested from the foot of the range, where 
the lorest abuts on I;trnl land, to the upper forest line. Mountain 
Heecli (Nothofngus solanrlsi var. cliffortioides) is the dominant forest 
species of the north and central range up  to 4,000 - 4,500 feet, with 
some Ked Becch (hrolhof?g~is fzrsca) at  lower altitudes. Above the 
forcst line is a narrow scrub belt of leatherwood (Oleovia colensoi and 
Senecio elrtetrgr~ifoli~ts), csliecidly in the central range, and of low- 
growing shrubs. Almvc this again tussock gr;tsslantl cstencls to the 
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Fig. 1 - Map showing localities mentioned in the text. 
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LAKE TAUPO c, 

Fig. 2 - Map showing the location of the high-country areas detailed 
in the maps of Fordham (1961, p. 114) and Challies (1962, p. 1231. 
and in figure 1 of this paper. 

hidiest  ;~lti.tutles, I~e ing  replaced by fell field o n  exposed sites. In 
rlic southern range, ~,otlocarl~/li :~rtlwood forest occupies the lower slopes 
and kam;~hi  (I.Vei~~mc~nrrin ~nce?no.sn) is t lomini~nt  011 valley slopes u p  to 
3,000 feet. Here  it merges into Ic;~therwootl scrub, whic11 persists to  
thc crest of the range. Cedar (Libocerlws spp.) forest replaces mountain 
I~ccch along the western flank of the range from K i d ~ i n e  Corner to 
tlie Wlranahui;~. Traces of lowland podocarp forest remain on the 
flank o f  the range and  a few pockets exist within the  range, such :IS 

 round Colenso Lake and near Makirikiri hut .  I n  tlie north,  tongues 
of manuk:~ (Le~to.spc~rt i~rr t i  scopr~riuni) scrub and  tussock extend into 
I lie 1<11;1hines from the Klowliard a n d  Ngamatea P1ate;rus. 

KUAHINE BIRDS 
Thirty-five species were olxervetl 'within the Ru;lhine mountain 

system dur ing the 1961-62 F.K.E.S. survey iintl two .  other species, the 
Greenfinch ant1 Cirl Bunting, are recorded :IS present from earlier 
reports. i\lso inclutlctl arc two nil records, Kiwi and Robin. In tllc 
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following list, the  notes o n  each species include its oljservetl distr ibution,  
h;~bit;tt, a n d  i~bunt lance ,  along with any other  relevant observations. 
Non~enc la tu re  ;incl ortlcr of presentation follow the  1953 "Checklist  
ol' New Ze;ll;~nil Hirtls." 

I< IWI (Apteryx sl).) 
N o  kiwis wcre observed. T h e r e  ; ~ p p e ; ~ r  to  IK n o  recent rccortls 

of kiwis I'rom the  Ruiihines (R.W., V.H., A.C., N.L.E., C.N.C.).  
F l c n ~ i n g  (194 1) , with reference to A .  tt~crrrtelli (Nor th  Islantl Kiwi) , 
states: " Orice o n  Ku;~hines .  N o  recent reports except on  Whi~rc t i ,  over 
ten years ago " (i.e., I~cfore  1931) . 

I31,ACK SHAG ( l ' kn l~c~oco~( rx  c n ~ b o )  
A single bird was seen in flight i ~ l o ~ ~ g  the Makaroro I<ivcr Ilcar 

the  ~~ i i ( I -Mak i~ ro ro  h u t  in ,];muary 1962. 

H E R O N  (Whitc-f;~cetl !) 
i\ greyish-blue heron was seen rccet~tly 0 1 1  t l ~ c  tussock tops near 

N o  M~III 'S  H u t  (V.H.) . 
I'AKAIIISE DUCK (Terdo~rrtr vol-iegoln) 

Fl'hcsc Ijircls wcrc 11ot olxervetl within t l ~ c  ~ n o u r l t ; ~ i n  r;rngc i)ut 
werc sccn on sevcri~l occ;tsions, usu;~lly ; ~ l o n c  o r  in p;~irs,  nc;lr the  I'orcst 
crlgc in the h3;tk;croro ;ind W ; ~ i p a w ; ~  c;~tclun~cnts. Larger num lxrs  werc 
seen in the  wider. I~ri~it lct l  scction of the Makilroro river I~ctl ,  stretching 
;I mile upstream lrom the  W;~k;~r;tra i\,lill; i l l  N o v e l ~ ~ b c r  eight o r  nlorc 
pairs, with a t  1e;1st two C I U ~ C I I ~ S  o[ t l uck l i~~gs ,  wcre c o u ~ ~ t e t l .  it single 
I~i r t l  was secn on the tussoc.k grassl;~ntl west ol' 111c OIUI ) ; IC  R ;~ngc .  

GREY 1)UCK ( A  rrc1.s s~ r /~e~c i l i o s t r )  
'.l'his species was uncom:non. O(:cxsional s i ~ ~ g l c  I~irt ls  and  p:~irs 

wcrc seen along the  larger rivers. l ' w o  wcrc also sccn to rise lrom ;I 

Sorest-c~lclosctl pond ol' 10 Ily 30 y;~rtls in the  lower l 'uki tuki  catchment. 
l..;~kc Colenso. 1 acres in area ;IIKI I~ountlctl  by r u h c s  ancl swampy 
ground.  suggests tlcsir;~ljle tluck li;iljitat, I ) L I ~  three F.1I.E.S. partics tha t  
visited it a11 reported ;In ; ~ l m n c e  oI' w;itcrlowl. T h c  n u m l x r  of eels 
p rc smt  t11i1y 111;tke thesc waters unsuit :~l~lc.  

I%L.UE 1)UCK (Hyr11etro1critt~1r.s ?t~crlncor/r)~rrclro.c) 
J%lue 1)ucks wcre prcscnt in ;111 the  wcstern rivcrs from thc 

Ik;~wctea southw;~rtls to  the I<;iwl~;~t;~u, sightings being cspeci;dly 
numerous in the  gorge of tlic h~1ang;ttera near Lake Colcnso. Of the 
remailling western tlrainagcs, n o  rccortls a re  known f rom the O r o u i ~  
; ~ n d  I'ourangaki. and  no  I~irt ls  were olxcrvctl in the I'oh;~ngina and  
h , i a k a ~ i ~ k i ~ w i ~  Rivers. Occ:lsioni\l pairs ; ~ n d  single birds were seen in 
~ h c  eastern rivers, namely thc Makitroro, the Ml;~ip;~wi~ ;uid Smiths 
Creek, but  nonc in the Tuk i tuk i  and hfakaretu c i~ t chn~cn t s  (V.H., 1I.W.).  

I \USTKALASIAN H A R R I E R  (Circ~ts crp/)~.oxitt?nrls) 
Harriers wcre regularly seen in flight over a11 su lx~ lp ine  tussock- 

gri~sslmrl (tops) areas. and  on  farm land adjacent to  the range. 
Harriers prolj;rljly lcctl to  solue extent  o n  deer carcasses o n  the 

tops, ;rltliough this was no t  observed. V.H. reports tha t  they li;~vc often 
been seen pcrching close to  carcasses. 

N E W  ZEALAND FALCON (F(11co ~rovcre,seelnrrditre) 
Scattered sightings of this species were nlatle throughout  t l ~ e  r;tnge, 

mcre  1)irtls I ~ c i n g  w e n  in the  Makirikiri ;trc;l th;ln else\\.herc, b u t  
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generally they were not common. They were heard or seen in Hight 
over ;dl vegetation types, but most commonly over sub-;~ll,ine vegetation 
and upper forest margins. One was seen viciously pursuing a Harrier 
at Armstrong Saddle in niid-l1ecemher. 

I'HEASANT (Phn.sir1171t.s co1chicu.s) 
0cc;~sionally birds were heard calling in the area between and in- 

c:lutling liuahine Corner and the Makirikiri catchment. Single observ- 
ations were made near Sentry Box hut ant1 on lower Herricks Spur 
(A.C.) . I'hcasants are probably present throughout the area of manuka 
srrul, anil gr;~ssl;ultl adjacent to the Napicr-Taihape road and as far 
south as Kuahine Corner on the west of the range and the Makaroro 
River on the east. 

C:f\LII;ORNIf\N QUAIL ( L o / ~ l r o ~ ? y x  cnlifomictr) 
(:ommonly seen :)long the Napier-Taihape road. 

SOUT'HERN ULACXHACKED GULL ( L N W S  d o ~ n i n i ~ n i ~ ~ ~ s )  
Single hirtls in flight. were seen on several occasions in the Otupae 

range ;ireit. All appeilrcd to bc purposefully following' the same route, 
some east to west, others west to east. 

Occ;~sional I~irds scavenge within the mountain range. A Hlack- 
Ixlcketl Gull was ol,servetl feeding from ;I tlccr c;rrcass on hft. I ' ac tn t~ t~~  
at the he;d of Smith Creek (K.W.). Others I)irtls hiwe shown interest 
in  working parties on  the tops. 

NEW ZEALAN11 PIGEON (He~ni l~lrogn ~rro-ooe,seel/r~~rlicte) 
Pigeons werc motlcrately conmoll throughout the lorcstcd areas, 

I~cing most numerous in the potloc;trp forests ;trauntl Lake C:olenso and 
the Makirikiri hut. They were usually seen in groups o l  frvii  one 
to four I,irtls (lying over the lower and mid-valley slopes, but werc 
occ;~sior~ally seen up  to the subalpine-scruh zone. 

I< A I< A (A1e.stoi. 11~e~ir1io1wli .s)  
T'his species w21s not common. Hirtls werc observed in the areas 

of podocarp Sorest near Lakc Colcnso and hiakirikiri hut mcl a few 
in I)ccch forest. One was also heard over k a m ~ h i  forest in the mid- 
I'ohangina valley. 

I'I\RAI<EET' (Cyn1ro~cr117j1lrir.s s p . )  
1';lrakeets werc recorded in sniall numl,ers from the forested a r c x  

north of and including the Tukituki catchment. They werc not 
ol~scrvctl in the southern h d f  of the range but are not neccss;~rily h e n t .  

No birds were itlentifietl to species. Other records suggest th;~t  
both the Yellow-crowned (C. ctztriceps) and the Red-crowned (C. novae- 
zelnizdicte) are present, but no indication of their relative numbers is 
given. In  the adjacent Tutaekuri drainage, Caughley (1962, 11. 138) 
identified 14 parakeets to species. All were Yellow-crowned and it is 
prolx~blc that this species also predominates in the Ruahines. 

T h e  New Zealantl Parakeet (Red-crowned) has been reported from 
the Ruahines. hT.L.E. states that his I x t  certain identfication was from 
C:olenso's C:anip on Colenso's Spur in January 1948. Also, Wodzicki 
(1950) recorded Red-crowned Parakeets east of the Tukituki catchment: 
"Flock of four feeding on beech, Miln's Block, S.F. No. 34, near 
t\shley Clinton, Rui~liines, 22/4/48." S.F. 34 is ;in error lor Eastern 
liuahine State Forest 24. 
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S H I N I N G  C:UCI<OO (Clrcrlcite.~ Irtcic111,s) 

Shining Cuckoos werc recortletl i l l  the  forests of all c a t c h ~ i r c ~ ~ t s  
visited i r ~  Novclnber a n d  December ( the  ~ i o r t l i e r ~ i  11;rlS of the  rirnge), 
where their  c;tlls wcrc frequently lie;~rtl. Only  ;I Sew werc 1ic;trtl calling 
in the  ;trc;ts tr;~versetl in January;  they wcre prolx~bly  prescnt in nrotleratc 
~rurrnl~crs I,ut would be less conspicuous bec;cusc of ;I decline in their  
c;~ll ing.  

L O N G - T A I L E D  C U C K O O  (I:'rrtlytrnmi~ 1rriletr.si.s) 

Hc;irtl c i~l l ing  throughout  the dur;ition o l  tlic survey bu t  a t  no 
stage common. Scittteretl records o l  this species werc nl;ttle lronr forested 
;trc;ts througliout tlic r m g c  ant1 occasionally from the sul)-;~lpine belt 
u p  to  4,500 feet. 

AfOKEI'OKK (N i r rox  rro~~rie.seelcrrr~li~te) 
T h i s  spccies was recortletl in stn;~ll  ~runrl,crs lronr all c~~ tch r r r~ r r t s  

visitctl, being present in beech, potloc;~rp :tnd kaniahi forests. Morcporks 
were usually 11e:ird calling Iron) the lower and  mid-valley slopes; iin 
cxccption was ;I I,irtl tha t  calletl loudly near ;III overnight c;tmp o n  the  
uppe r  lorest l ine (4,650 leet) near Mt .  K c n ~ u t u p o .  

I<INGFJSHElI (Hrrlcyorr scrrrclc~) 

Kingfishers were no t  fountl I'M into ~ l i c  r;tlr:;c; single birds were 
recortletl in tlic "cut over" potlocarp Forest ~ m r t l i  o l  the W ; ~ k ; ~ r i t r ; ~  Mill 
a n d  ;dso in  the  lower re;tchcs of tllc A,l;~karoro River  ant1 b ig  Hi l l  
Stream. 

R I F L E M A N  (Acctrrllrisilln ckloris) 

Killemerr were ;ibuntl;rnt t lrr i~ugl~oitr  the range in bccch, potlocarp 
;111d kitniiclii forest u p  to  the  upper  lorcst l i ~ ~ c .  T h e y  wcrc rarely seen 
outside forested areas. 

SKYLARK ( i l ln~ir /c i  cr~ve~r.si,s) 

Larks wcrc plentiful OII  lower ;tltitutle tussock gr;issl;it~tl sucll ;IS 

tha t  in the  nortli-western corner ol the  range a t ~ d  were ;rlso ~ ~ r e s c r r t  
on the  open  tops. 

T h e  skylark o u t ~ ~ u n r b e r e t l  the pipit  on  the taller C i o r ~ o c l t l o c t  
tussock fountl a t  ;tltitutles u p  to  about  4 ,000  feet. 011 the sub -dp ine  
areas o l  tussock, short  grasses, herbs and  b i ~ r c  ground the situ;ttion was 
reversed. T h e  lollowing figures from tlie author's daily records for  
4 /  1/62 t o  !I/ 1/62 illustrate this: the ratio of skylarks to  pipits seen 
betweell the Napier-T;iihape road icncl the  N W  Otupae  Range was 10:0, 
o n  tlie sumniit  ridge of O tupae  Kange it was S:!), xncl I~etwceti upper  
Makirikiri a n d  Kuah ine  Corner,  17:4. 

F A N T A  IL ( K l r i ~ ~ i d t ~ t ~ i  J z ~ l i g i r i o ~ ~ r )  

T h i s  species was present in nrotler;~tc nunr l~ers  in Sorest ;tnd 
scrub tliroughout the  range. Hirtls wcre nrost ol'tcn sccr~ 011 the  lower 
valley slopes a n d  especiidly in the  hardwood forest ant1 scrub I,ortleririg 
atreanis. N o  intlivit1u;tls o f  the  black pli;tsc werc seen. 

P I E D  TIT (Pell-oiccr itrcicl-oce)lrctln lo i to i )  

I'rescnt throughout  the  range in all lorcst types ; I I I ~ I  in tall scrul). 
I t  was U I I ~  01' t l ~ e  three corillrtonest native species ol' the  forest, the  
othcrs wcrc t l ~ c  I<iHcm:rn ;trid the  Grey \Y;~rblcr.  
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KORlN (Pelroicn ntl~t~ci1i.s) 
No robins were seen mt l  there i m  no recent records of these 

I~irtls in the Rualiines (K.W.. V.H., A.C., N.L.E., C.N.C.). Fleming 
(1950) also noted the alxence 01' Kobins: " Major K. A. Wilson states 
t!>at he has never seen robins in the Kuahine Kange and there arc n o  
other reports." However, N.L.E. hits seen this species within the range 
on two occ;isions - on Government Spur (Tukituki catchment) in 
Deccnlber 1 9 4 0  ant1 ;it S l ~ u t  Eye (northern Waipawa catchment) in 
December 1944. 

MJHIl'EHE.41) (i\.lolro~or nl6icilirt) 
Scattered observations were n~acle of Whiteheads in ~ n o u ~ t i a i ~ ~ -  

beech lorest and they were heard also in the forests of  the l'ohangina 
iulcl l'atmaki vitlleys. Several birds were seen also in thc tall sub- 
d p i n e  scrub o l  the Milropea catcllment m t l  ;ibore 4,000 feet in the 
mountain beech of the Otupac Kangc. 

GKEY WAKHLER (C;eqgmtre iglrrn) . . 

Tllis species W;IS ; ~ l ~ u n d ; ~ n t  througlrout the Kuahines. I t  was 
present in a11 forests ant1 in sheltered are;ts of sub-;tlpioe scrub, inc lu t l i~~g  
that dominated by 0len1.1o colemoi.  

SONG T H K U S H  ( T ~ c w l ~ t s  ericetorrrn7) 
I'hrusl~es were present in  small numbers in all lorcstetl ;u-e;is. 

Several were also seen in sub-idpine scrub. A nest containing three 
eggs was found in stunted (13lt. high) mountain beech at  4,250 lcct 
on the klokaipatea, 6j12j61. 

BLACKBIRD (Tztrdus mel-uh) 
Blackbirtls were abundant in ;dl forest ancl scrul, areas, especially 

ill the more open vegetation. They were very cotnmon in sub-alpine 
scrub and in gitsslmd where scrub species persisted. Hlackbirds were 
lour times as commonly sccn 21s either Hedge Sparrows or  Thrusl~es. 
Along with the Chaffinch the Hl:~ckbirtl was the commonest introduced 
species present. 

Scattered observations of this species were n l d c  tllroughout the 
raugc, b u t  generally Hedge Sparrows were not very comnlon. They 
were found In both sub-alpine and lowlarld scrub and were occasiorlally 
seen in pretlomin;untl);tly forested meas. 

Pil'17' (Arr thu~ ~rovrie~eelctrrrltne) 
Present on the open tops ,IS well ;IS on low ;~ltitutle tussock 

gr ,~s~lmtIs ,  e.g. north of Kuithine Corner. See notes for the Skylark. 

BLLLHI KD (Atr thorrri.~ t n e l ~ t r z r c ~ ~ ~ )  
Moderately comnlon in lorested areas througl~out the range. One 

w x  seen in leatherwood scrub in the Tukituki catct~nlent. 

This species was found mostly at lower altitudes, especially in 
poclocarp forest. In these localisetl areas they were common, e.g. a t  
lower Mak;~roro, ;irountl Lake Colenso, on the lower I \ ioki~ip;~te;~-  and 
in thc h1;lkirikiri hut area. They wcrc ntrcolnlnon i n  I~eccll forest. 
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WH 1TE-EYE (Zoslerop., Itr lewi1i.s) 
Found in ;dl lorest types and ill scrul~l i~nt l  throughout the range. 

T h e y  were secn i~titl Iwartl only occasionally in Novenllxr ;und December 
Out I~ecame Innre not ice i~l~le  d i r r i r~g J i ~ t ~ u i ~ r y  ; I I I ~  I:el~ru;lry when s11ial1 
noisy Ilocks were scen a t  all altitutlcs in forest ; ~ n d  scrub ant1 occ;~sion;~lly 
in Ilight ovcr the open tops. 

G R E E N  FINCH (Clrloris clrloris) 
Inclusion ol' this species is Ixwt l  on ;I s i ~ ~ g l c  o l x e r w t i o ~ ~ :  in 

Febru;~ry  1961 two birtls were seen ;umong sturtt.ecl n l o u n t a i ~ ~  Ixech 
a t  4,500 lcct on  N t .  Ikawetea. 

LESSER R E D P O L L  (Cmrl rre1i.r fltrt~irneti) 
-1'liis species W;IS prese~nt o w r  tussock tops, i l l  S L I I J - ~ I I ~ ~ I I ~  scrub, 

including ;Ireils domin;~tctl  by Oleti~ici coletr.soi, a ~ l t l  in lower ;~ltitucle 
rnanuka scrul,. Flocks were seen lrom late Novenlber onwr t l s ,  Ixcon~ ing  
larger ;tnd more numerous du r ing  ,j;utuary ;tnd Febru;~ry when they 
could be heard in Ilight ovcr the tops even in wet ant1 111isty weather. 

CHAFFJNCH (F~itigill(r coelebs) 
T h e  commonest introduced species in the I'orcsts o l  the lower 

; ~ u d  ~nid-vi~lley slopes. Here the birtls were tnost olten scen where the 
lorest canopy wi~s  broken, for instance along stre;~l~~-ljetls .  'l'hey were 
scen also in 11i;cnuk;i scrub and occi~sionally in sul~-a lpinc  scrub. 

YELLOW-HAMM EK (Etir berizti cittY11e1ln.j 
'l'his specius w:~s  comnlon in t.he tussoc:k gr;~ssl;~ntl  I)ctwccn 

l<u;~hine  Corner ; ~ n d  the Otupae  Range, especially in the upper  N ; ~ k i r i -  
kiri c;~tchment,  where tlie tussock is interspersed with n ~ i ~ t l u k ; ~  scrub. 
'I'his ;wea is ;I southward continuation o l  the tussock gr;~sslantl ol' tllc 
7 7 1aru;irau c;ttchll~ent (upper  Ngaruroro).  O n e  I~irt l  was secn on the 
lower h4ok;lipate;1, but  none werc seen o r  lie;~rtl in sub-dp ine  tussock 
or  scrub. 

CI UL. HUN'I'INC; (E~nberizci. civlrr.~) 
T h e  inclusion 01: the Cirl R u r ~ t i ~ ~ p .  in t11i:i list is I I I I S C ~  or1 a single 

record. O n e  bird, ;I ~l iale,  WIS seen in the Hig Hill  S~reat11 ;~rc;i in 
Novelnber 1944 (N.L.E.) CT Fortl l~;~tn's  (1961) record o l  ;I single I~irt l  
seen in the Tutaekur i  c;~tchnlent.  

I-IOUSE SPr\KROW (Pnsser. t lo t~~esl ic~ts)  
Severill sparrows werc secn associating wit11 CII;III~IIICII~S in ;I s1na11 

Ilock near hlakirikiri h u t  (Fel~ruary  1961) . A s i ~ ~ g l c  Ijirtl was also see11 
near  h r m  l ;~nt l  west ol tlie W h a n a h ~ ~ i ; ~  Kange (,January 1962).  80th  
obserwtions were Uronl beech/podoc;~rp forest. 

S T A R L I N G  (Sl~iurrts urilgciris) 
i\ I'cw Starlings wcre secn in tlic upper  Makirikiri c;~tcIilnent 

where they nested in outcrops ol' shelly linlcstonc. 'I'hey were not 
recorded elsewhere within the range bu t  werc often sccn on ;idj;lcent 
h r m  land. 

MAGPIE (C;y~r ?lo?-/ti?ro sp.) 
R3;rgpies were comnionly sccn along the I'oothills, and i n  tile 

north-wcsiertl corner 01' the r;lnge they penctr;rtetl the tussock-gr;~ssl;~ntl 
;Ireas o l  the upper  h loka ip ;~ tc ;~  :111d K u ; ~ l l i n ~ :  Corner.  S111;111 glmups ~ v e r e  
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noted a n  several occa3ions along the snmniit of t!~e Otupae Rangc up 
to 4,500 Seet. Elsewhc.re in thc Ruahines, only one record is known 
Lroni above the Iorcst line, naniely itt Mt. Kernutupo (V.B.),. Small 
isolatcd groups (usu;~lly consistir~g of two birds) were also tountl in 
Lorested areas n e x  Colenso Lake. below the W;t ikan~ak:t-Marop con- 
lluence (A.C.) , on Weka Flat (upper Kawhat;iu River) (V.H.) , and 
upstream of the north Makawakaw;~ hut (h4;tkawakawa River). In cach 
of thcse localitics tht: birds were seen near 11atur;tl c1e;trings in the 
forest, such ;IS those formed by large un11e;tlcd slips. 

DISCUSSION 
Little has been publishccl concerning the presence, distribution 

;und 1iabit;tt occupation of birds in much of the high country uf New 
Ze:tl:tnd, the main ~unurtt;tin ranges of the North Island being n o  
exception. However, this paper is the fourth contribution from field 
workers with the Forest ;ml Kange Experiment Station, Napier. Thosc 
previously pul~lisllcd are by Fordham (1961) and Caughley (1962) 
detailing the I>ircls oT the Tutackuri catchment, and by Chdlies (IWi2) 
on  he upper Ngaruroro catchment. T h e  Tutaekuri and upper Ngaru- 
roro catchnients lie to the east and west respectively of the Kaweka 
Range itncl both 1i:tr.e 21 conirnon (arbitrary) sou t l i e r~~  bound;try - the 
Nap~er-l 'aihape rox l  - with the northern Kuahine Kanges. 

T h e  aviktunas oL these three areas show great similarity, especially 
within vegetation types, as is to be expected from the geographic 
proximity and similar terrain of the regions. Of the species not com- 
mon to the three. areas. thc Kiwi and Kobin are of special interest 
because the boundaries of their distributions d o  not appear to coincide 
with any change of habitat. Both species, although present in the 
Kaweka and Kaiinanawa Kmges, are either absent or rare in  the 
Kualiines as they are in the Tararua and Kin~utakit Kiuiges to the south. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

M y  tliitnks are clue to XIr. A. Cunningham '(F.K.E.S., Napier) ; I I I ~  

other members of the 1961-62 Kuahine survey teitm for their help ;uid 
eircouragement. I am grateful to Messrs. A. Cunningham, N. L. Elder, 
V. W. Brosnian and K. Wise for making useful bird notes available, 
:tltcl to Mr. 6. Caughley for his comments on an earlier draft of this 
pxper. 

REFERENCES 

CAUGHLEY, G., 1962: Habitat occupation of b ~ r d s  in a New Zealand high country drainage 
during the breeding season. Emu 62: 129-139. 

CHALLIES, C. N., 1962: Notes on the birds of the upper Ngaruroro catchment. Notornis 10: 
118, 123-127. 

ELDER, N. L. 1965: Vegetation of the Ruahine Range: an introduction. Trans. Roy. Soc. 
N.Z. Bot. 3: 13-66. 

FLEMING, C A., 1941: Surnmarised classified notes. Annu. Rep. N.Z. Orn. Soc. 1940-41, p. 4. 
FLEMING, C .  A.. 1950: New Zealand Flycatchers of the genus Petroica Swainson (Aves), 

Part I I .  Trans. Roy, Soc. N.Z. 78: 127-160. 
FLEMING, C. A. (Convenor). 1953: Checklist o f  New Zealand Birds. Published for the 

Orn i tho lo~ ica l  Society o f  New Zealand by A. H. & A. W. Reed, Wellington. 

FORDHAM, R. A., 1961: Distribution of b i rds i n  the south-east Kaweka Range. Notornis 9: 
113-119. 

SIBSON, R. 6.  1958: Notes on the height reached by some species of birds on the mountains 
of 'the North Island. Noprn is  7: 213-219. 

WODZICKi, K., 1950: Classifiecl summ?rised notes N Z. B i rd  Notes 3: 214. 


