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INI 'KOIIUCI ' ION 
'I'hc Welcome Swallow (Hinrnrio ~reoxerrcij is a n  Aiistr;tlia~i I)irtl 

sell-introduced to New Zealand. T h e  first New Ze;ilantl specimen was 
;I straggler o11t;iinrvl a t  tlie Auck1;ind Islantls in 1!)43 (Oliver, 1955) 
;tnd two stragglers were found a t  Stewart Islmtl  in Septernl)er 19.53 
(Sansom, 1954).  A single bird observed a t  the  base ol F;trewcll Spit  
in November ]!I55 (Heather,  1956) was a t  tha t  time the f r s t  ;tcccptetl 
record of occurrence in either of tlie ~ r ~ a i n  isl:rntls: I~owevcr,  Michic 
(1959) reporting the  presence of breeding pt i rs  in Nor th lmt l  in I!)%, 
states tha t  some time in the  1920's he  had ;I swallow untlcr nlxervatioti 
For more than ;I week in I<;iititi;r district and  that  almut the  same time 
;I bird was shot ;it Hcrekino, some 15 miles from I<;iititia, iind its wings 
tlisplityetl in the window of the  local n e w s p p e r  olfcc: h e  ;ttltls th;tt 
sightings of swallorvs were reported to  I l h   iron^ scver;il 1oc;tlities near  
Kai ta i ;~  over the  l'cw years prior to 1958. Mrs. L. E. Witlker (pers. 
comm.) rec;tlls t1i;it some time in the 1940's two sw;tllou;s wcrc reported 
I ' ron~ Ntrgget Point,  Otago. V;~rious p p e r s  in the l ' r ;~ns ;~c t ions  N.Z. 
Inst. pul~lishetl  du r ing  the second h;tlf o l  the nineteenth century contain 
notes o n  visual records o l  "sw;tllows and  tii;irtins" in v a r i o ~ ~ s  piirts of 
New Ze;llantl. All these have ;tpp;trcntly been taken to refer to the 
i\ustr;tlian T r e e  R4;trtin (Hyloclreliclo~~ trigric(i~r.v), of which the  first 
New Ze;il;~ntl speci~nen was procured in 1851 (Oliver, 1955). Iliscussion 
ol these c;trly visu;tl records of sw;rllows and  ~rr;trtins is outside the  
sc:opc ol' this paper,  bu t  it appears possible t l u t  some of the I~irt ls  
sighted wcrc in fact \Yelconie S W ; I ~ ~ O W S ,  no t  T r e e  Martins. 

I<etween 1958 ;r~itl 1965 the  sprci~tl of  Welcome Swiillows over the 
four northern counties h;is been rapid and  succcssl'ul, a n d  there 1n;rvc 
I ~ c e n  many records of sightings itntl esta1)lisllment ol  small breeding 
popul;~tions in o ther  p ; ~ r t s o f  the Nor th  and South Isliintls. T h e  
lnlrlmsc o f  this Ixiper is to  place on record what has Ixen  learned of 
the  life history and ~ m p u l a t i o n  spread of sw;illows du r ing  their  first 
cig,ht years as it resident New Zeal;untl species. It is it summary o l  
~ntorrl:;ttion pul~lishetl  in A 'o to r~~ i .~ ,  supplied to  the  0rnitlnologic;tl 
Society's Kecortling Scheme, conveyed to  me  by interested ol)servcrs and  
tlr;iw~l f rom nly own field notelmoks du r ing  Sour y e m  of residence in 
Nortlilantl. I :icknowletlge with g ra t i t~ idc  the  work oS lour  junior 
nlembers of the  Society, Te rence  and Dale Calvert, Rober t  C:ow;in and 
Peter  Gross: these boys have accomp;unietl me  on journcys throughout  
Northl:ind totalling many huntlretls of miles and  have itcquircd an 
unrivalled knowledge of the underside of North1;intl bridges in their  
sc;trcli for a n d  observation of swallow nests. 

*I'he information which hits heen collected is presented in three 
scc'tior~s - Habi ta t ,  Field Clxiracters ;tnd Getnerd Hi~l)i ts;  Breeding; 
1'ol)ulation Spread. T h i s  pape r  is in no  scr~se  ;I completc study of 
the  species a n d  it will Ix obvious to  the  re;ttler t l ~ t  there :ire nr;tny 
yaps in  o u r  knowledge o l  the  lile history o l  swallows, ljut it i s  hoped  
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that this account may provide a basis and :I directional stiniulus for  
Cuture olx-rvation antl detailed study, particularly in areas where the 
swallow population is as yet a t  a n  early stage of establishment. All 
place nilmes mentioned in the text may be found in N.Z. Automobile 
i\ssociation Motor Tour ing  Maps (North Island Sheets 1 - 4, South 
Island Sheets I - 4) or in A Descriptive Atlas of New Zealand (1960). 

T h e  origin of unpublishecl information given to me either direct 
o r  through the Recording Scheme is indicated by insertion of the 
initials of tlie contributor after the relevant statenlent, 21s per thc 
following list. 

Mrs. M. , I .  Harron (h4.,J.B.) M. G. Mactlorlald (M.G.M.) 
B. I). Bell (K.D.B.) H. K. McI<enzie (H.K.McI<.) 
Miss Lois ,J. Bishop (L.J.B.) N .  B. Mackenzie (N.B.M.) 
l i .  Cowan (K.C.) X .  H. hficliie (K.H.h.I.) 
M. 1'. Daniel (M.P.D.) Mrs. I<. Reynolds (K.K.) 
C .  W. Dcvonshire (C.W.D.) M. Ross (M.R.) 
Mrs. A. 0. Edgar (A.O.E.) K. H. Sibson (K.B.S.) 
H. i\. Findlay (H.A.17.) D. ,J .  l ' r igg (D.J.T.) 
Mrs. K. Hows (K.H.) A. Wagener (A.W.) 
F. C. Kinsky (F.C;.K.) 34. A. Waller (M.A.W.) 
I?.. R4. Locklcy (1l.M.L.) \iV. D. Weyrnoutli (W.1l.W.) 

I-li\Hl'li\T, FIELD CHAKACl 'ERS t\ND GENERAL HABI'I'S 

Hnbi/nl 

O p c t ~ o u n t r y ,  inland or coastal, where there is water in the 
form of rivers, streams, lakes o r  pools. All kinds of open country 
scem acceptable - llat f ;~rml;~nd;  undulating f;~rmlantl  with streams o r  
swampy areas in tlic flats o r  hollows; scrub-coverctl gumland; extensive 
areas of swamp; sand dunes covered with natural vegetation as at 
Ninety h!file Beach, N o r t l i l a ~ ~ d ,  or with lupins ;IS on Taranaki Coast 
(A4.G.M.); I~irds  i m y  be seen hunt ing over mangrove swamps. Heavily 

forested country is not  ;I suitable habitat though birds hiwe becn. seen 
a t l j a c e ~ ~ t  to large areas of bush on the Waitakere Scenic drive near 
Aucklancl (A.O.E., U.B.S.), and over lakes in tlie vicinity of Waitangi 
exotic forest. In Northland the swallow population is densest in Hat 
mastal areas, but there is ;I good concentration on the plateau around 
Lake Omapere (780 ft. a.s.1.). As the population increases in coastal 
areas there hxs Iwcn a considerable spread up inland valleys in R'langonui, 
Whangaroa antl Hokiang;~ Counties: in 1965 K. Cowan found nesting 
pairs near Hroaclwootl in broken hilly country under grass and large 
patches of bush - a type ol habitat which, on the Ixisis of previous 
experience would have been thought quite unsuitable. , At Kaitaia ant1 
Kaikohe, where swallows are well estal~lisliccl, liirtls may 1 , ~  seen flying 
within tlic town a'rea. 

Field Ch(irncte~-s 
Welcon~e  Swallows are small birds (length about 150mm, o r  

6 inches) with rounded heads, slender stre;~nilined I~otlies and  long 
pointed wings: adults hnve long deeply-forked tails, the outer feathers 
mucli elong;~ted ancl attenuate. l ' h e  black hill is short, flattened, broad 
a t  the I);~se and triangul;~r in plan, with a witlc gape. T h e  feet .;Ire 
small. Ijlack. with u111:e;1tlieretl tarsi and long toes ;uid claws. 
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-1'11e full beauty of ;III ;ttlult sw;tllow in gootl plumage can only 
be  ;tppreciatetl when the  bird is scen a t  rest, a t  close range antl in 21 

good light. 'l'he uppe r  ~ x t r t s f r o m  h ind  crown to uppe r  tail coverts, 
scapul;~rs and  uppe r  wing coverts are  mct;tllic blue-black; the  black 
extends ;IS ;I narrowing l ine from the eye to  the  base of the  bill, 
separating tlie I~ r igh t  rufous of lore-crown and  lorehead from the slightly 
less intense rufous of throat,  foreneck antl upper  breast. T h e  rcst of 
the unde r  surface is greyish white, rather browner on the sides of the  
body antl unde r  wing coverts. 'l'he primary coverts a n d  quills are 
I,l;~ckish brown, the quills edged with I ~ u f :  small wliitish tips o n  some 
o l  the i nne r  secondaries may be  visible when the I)irtl is a t  rcst. T h e  
tail leathers are  I11;lckish brown, slightly glossed otl the  uppe r  surE;~c:e; 
white sul,-terminal wedges o n  the  inner  welx of a11 hu t  the central  
and  outermost tail leathers show ;IS ;I row o l  white spots when the 
I)irtl sl~reittls its tail in Ilight o r  when about  to settle on  ;I perch. 

Young birds are less richly colouretl than ;~tlults  and  have shorter 
tails, forked I)ut without the  long streamers chi~racteristic of the  adult .  
'.l'l~e rufous of lorehead ;tnd 11re;lst is much p l e r  a n d  the  Idue of 
the uppe r  p i ~ r t s l e s s  intense. i\ very young bird which h ; ~ d  left the 
llest though not  qu i t e  ready to  Ily h;td not  yet tlewlopetl tlie full 
rul'ous lorehc;~tl ;  the centre of the lorc11e;ttl wits pale greyish I)luc. 

7 7 

with ;I pale ru lous  pittc11 over each eye. I h e  edges of the  gape were 
pie yellow. W h e n  birds are  pcrchetl facing away from the  wind 
t l ~ c  ruli'letl back I'e;tthers nlay disclose whitish Icather Ix~scs: c i~su ;~ l  
observation o l  thcsc has sometimes created the impression of ;I whitish 
rlnllp pa tch. 

Moul t ing  itdults 11;tve Ixen noted in n~i t l -k lar t . l~  (h4 .R . )  . 

Sw;~llows leetl on insects, generally taken on the wing. T h e i r  
s t re ;~u~l inet l  I~otlies, wide gapes, long wings ant1 consitler;tble powers 
of  flight ;Ire ;ttlmir;~l,ly ;itlaptetl for this w;~y o l  life. l ' h e  " swimming"  
Ilight o f  sw;~llows is ch;~racteristic, light atid emy, swift and  irregular, 
with frequent changes of direction from side to  side o r  u p  i t t~d  down: 
long sweeps a n d  with wings sometimes extended ant1 sometimes 
h;~lf  closed alternate with intervals of tlircct [light and  r egu l ;~ r  wing 
I~eats  o r  with swift swerving a n d  banking; low skimming flights over 
sw;imp, ~x~clt locks o r  water are  varied by direct o r  circling flights a t  
tnotler;~te elevation o r  wheeling Ilights high in the air, sometimes ;tlmost 
1)cyond the  l i ~ n i t  of un;titletl visibility. Swi~llorvs arc on the wing 
t!:rouqhout the hours o l  tl;~ylight, f r o n ~  early morning unti l  darkness 
falls. h.1. Ross notetl tha t  Kaikohe birds were p;~rticularly active after 
;I period of drizzling rain,  presum;tl~ly I~cc;~usc  these conditions h ;~t l  
protlucctl a plentiful supply of insects. I have scen a pitrty .of swallows 
busy hun t ing  through the  smoke cloud over an  ;wea of burnink scrub. 
Dur ing  low skimming Hights over ponds antl lakes swallows often d i p  
t o  the  water, sometimes to dr ink ,  sometimes to  take an  insect from 
the water surface. O n  the inlets of Nor th l ;~nt l  switllows Ily lxrck a n d  
forth, quar ter ing  low over stretches o f  salt water near the shore. T h e  
neighbourhootl o f  cowshetls and  piggeries provides gootl hunt ing .  
S11:ulks (1960) rcportetl sw;tllows tlying round  a cowslied, probably 
fcetling o n  sniall insects at tracted to the  skim milk curds a n d  disturbed 
when the curd is scattered. R. Simpson notetl regular hun t ing  flights 
u p  ;IIKI down ;I sm;tll strean1 which carrictl on: the drainage Srom ;I 
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cowshed; the outflow of liquid from a stack of silase on my farm was 
anothcr favoured hunting ground. 1 hi~ve seen btrds fluttering along 
the face of a clay bank apparently taking insects from the short 
vegetation, ancl birds skimming over paddocks dipping as if to take 
insects off the grass blades. Swallows may flutter along the walls, 
eaves and roof of buildings as might a fantail, and sometimes enter 
cowshetls ancl piggeries on hunting flights. 

'I 

Sw;~llows have comp;lratively short weak legs and fcet and do not 
habitu;~lly alight on the ground but have frequently been observed to 
(lo so. They often settle on the muddy shore of the lake at Ngawha 
Springs, and on my farm and elsewhere I have several notes of grouncl 
leecling by small parties on paddocks or  farm roads, and many more 
notes o l  momentary perching on cowpats and grassland, at times or 
under conditions which precluded collection of nest material as a reason 
for settling on the grouncl. On ground perches the body is held in a 
horizontal position; gait is weak and waddling. Above grouncl swallows 
normally perch in an upright attitude, but if a strong wind is blowing 
they may swing the I~otly to an  almost horizontal position, head facing 
into the wind. Near the nest sw;~llows perch on telegraph wires, power 
lines, wire fences, britlgc rails, fence posts or battens; any stunip, stake 
or log on land or in water may be used if it is conveniently situated. 
A t  Lake Ngatu one bird of a pair sat on top of a post ancl the other 
on  a six-inch nail driven 11orizont;tlly into the post and projecting 
from it. Kaupo (Tyl)hcr sp.) serves as a pcrch i f  it is near the nest, 
and at one nest bridge adults pcrched on a Phor~uiztm flower head. 
I3irtls nesting on boats o r  at boat harbours perch on launches and 
dinghies, and along the c o x t  sonietimcs settle on small projections on 
clay Innks i~nt l  low cliffs. 

Young birds not long out of the nest often perch on the dry 
I~r;mches of trees or bushes washed downstream by floods, o r  on dead 
twigs of fallen trees in the vicinity of the nest site. Leafy perches 
are not L~vouretl, but at flocking time large numbers of birds may 
perch on trees which are bare of leaf, or on dead branches of trees 
standing in water or i~rour;cl the edges of lakes. Birds which have 
nested in or hatchetl from nests attached to farm buildings perch on 
roof ridges, roofs, or gutters during the nesting season; 1 have seen a 
party of birds Iluttering round and settling on the lintels and vcrandah 
of ;I house on the edge of Kaitaia town. In autumn, congregations 
of u p  to filty or more swallows may be seen resting in rows on farm 
I)uiltlings, telephone or power lines, flying around to Eced and drinking 
from adjacent watcrcourscs, pools or water tanks. 

Many observers have commented on the tameness of swallows. 
Michie (1959) writes that a bird preening on a wire a few feet from 
Awanui bridge took no notice when a heavy cream lorry laden with 
cans rattled over the bridge. Findlay (1960) describes how swallows 
at  a farm near ICawakawa were quite fearless and would fly within a 
Eew feet of a person sweeping the yard. Hall (1960) mentions a swallow 
perched on a stunip which showed no alarm when approached to within 
twenty feet, and on ;I number of occasions 1 have encountered birds 
which permitted even closer approach. K. Simpson mentions a swallow 
wliich llew into a classroom at  T e  Iringa; it did not panic, but flew 
around for ;I while and thcn perchctl on the head of ;I drawing pin 
stuck in thc schoolroom wall. 
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No list of insect species taken by swallou~s in New Ze;~l;~ntl  1 1 ~ s  
yet Ixen compilccl, bu t  s n ~ a l l  species o l  I l iptera prolx~bly form ;I I q c  
proportion of their diet. Skegg (1962) records that clroppings a t  21 

nest site contained shiny wing cases o l  some insect. O n  ;I nu tn lx r  
of occ;tsions it has been noted that proportion o l  the clroppings a t  21 

nest site were bright pink; normal clroppings : ~ r c  white. Residents i n  
l'ukenui district sly that the greatly incre;lsetl swallow population I I X  
coirlcicletl with ;I rctluctibn in the number  of ~ ~ ~ o s q u i t o e s .  I<. A. ,J. Wise 
(Entomologist, Auckland W a r  Memorial Museum) , reporting on insect 
remains from swallow tlroppings collected by bliss L. , I .  Kishop fronl 
below :I nest o n  a rocky island a t  H o u h o r i ~  Hc;~tls, states t11;lt sw;rllows 
h ; ~ d  been feeding mainly on  sn~a l l  [lies incluclit~g midges but n o t  
~r~osquitocs,  ; ~ n d  that there were i~lso a few remains of sn~a l l  Ixetles and 
larger insects. A s;umplc o l  droppings from IIC;IT K i~wak i~w;~  also con- 
tained insect remains, ~na in ly  o l  small Hies and ;I Few s ~ n : ~ l l  Ixetles. 
Malcolnl Ross has s c c ~ ~  swallows hunt ing SIII;III I ~ L I ~  I~r~ttcrl l ics.  

VOICE 
- > I hc call note, uttered I'requently in [light ; I I I C I  less I ' r eq~~er~ t ly  

lrom ;I perch, is ;I short  single "twit" or "tswit." 'I'he salnc note, 
lrequently and rapidly repeated, runs  into a twitter, commonly heard 
and  a p p x e n t l y  a conversational note: s o ~ n e t i n ~ e s  this co~~vcr sa t iona l  
twittcr alters somewli;~t in quality and gives the impression ol: n ~ u t u ; d  
excitement. I have 11e;lrtl twittering notes uttered by pairs of birtls 
investigating ;I possible nest site, constructi~lg ;I nest, or  Ilying to and  
f ro  under  a bridge on which ;I nest has alrc;~tly been constructed. 
h luch twittering takes place when ;I Ia~nrily of yo1111g birtls take to the 
a i r  with the parents, ancl when the young. birels return to the nest 
after ;I Ilight. l'arties of birtls congregated a t  areas of ; tbuntl;~nt Sootl 
supply such as seepages, drainage trickles l r o n ~  cowsheds, piggeries or  
sili~ge heaps keep u p  :I continuous twitter, 21s d o  s i n ~ i l ; ~ r  parties flutter- 
i ng  ;lrountl farm I~uiltlings, houses o r  coast;d Ixtnks. 

-. l h e  alarm note, ;IS utterecl by In ren t  I~ircls when all i ~ ~ t r u c l e r  is 
near the nest, is sh;~rper  and  louder than the call note and sounds to 
m e  like "tswce" o r  sometimes "srvecrt": occ:~sion;rlly i t  h;~s :I bisyllabic 
sound " tit-swee," accent on  the second sylli~ble. 

Song is ;I rnixture of' squeaky twitter ;rnd trills, not lo~rtl  ; r ~ ~ t l  o l  
low carrying power, but  p l e x i n g  to the car. 1)uration of each song 
varies from three to about  12 seconds, and  the song  nay Ije single, 
repcat6cl two o r  three times. or  continued in a series lasting u p  to ;I 

nlinutc. I have notes of singing lrom August till , ~ : I I I I I ~ I ~ ~ ,  son~et i t i~es  o n  
the wing, more often from ;I perch. Possibly song on  the wing occurs 
more frequently than my notes inclicate: tlicrc itre few wi~~ t l l&s  tl;~ys 
in Northland i ~ n d  so s ind l  ;I song from Ilying I,ircls could p;lss u n ~ ~ o t i c c t l  
when a wind is blowing. T h e  longest series of songs I 11;1ve heirrtl 
was from ;I bird l~crchecl o n  ;I s tump near ;I lxiclgc which the pair  
was investigating ;IS 21 possible nest site (wl~icll in the event was no t  
louncl ;~cceptablc).  Shorter songs 1 have heard on ;I number  of' 
occasions from birtls on  wire perches ncxr a nest uncler construction 
(somct inm the first nest of the season, sometimes ;I second nest I ~ u i l t  
when thc first 11xl I':1llc11 down after a I~rootl  I ~ x l  Ilown) : less frequently 
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n ~ i ~ l e s  were heard singing short songs from a nearby I,erch while the 
lernale was on the nest. In January, a niale bird sang from a wire 
perch while two other aclults and a finnily of four young birds perched 
or llew iiround the nest bridge (K.M.L.) . 

FLOCKING 

T h e  main tiesting season in Nortl~lirnd is from August to I k e m -  
ber with some nests st111 occupied. in January ;md February. Young 
birtls remain in the neighbourhootl of the ncst site for a period which 
may vary from ;I few clays to several weeks, while the parents rear 
anotllcr brood: sometimes 1 have seen parties of young birds which 
appeared to be comlmetl of a first and a second brood still around the 
nesting area while the parents were busy with ;I third clutch. By 
November, sfill well before the end of the nesting season, ftocks o l  
20 - 25 or in the Far North even larger gatherings of young birds are 
l'requen tly seen. 

krom late Decembcr llocks of old antl young birtls begin to form. 
In December 1963 :i llock of over 50 birds congregated around farm 
buildings a t  Kerikeri Inlet: by 5th January 1964 the number was 
reduced to 17, :uld about this number remained till 12th March, when 
they left the area. A similar gathering was noted at the same place 
in December 1964. Koss (1962) recorcls ;I liock oP 40 - 60 birds near 
Ngmvha on 17th February 1962, antl from T e  Iringa (south of Kaikohe) 
;I flock of 32 on 10th February 1962 which increased to 37 on 20th 
February and for ii brief period on 22nd February to about 100. Smaller 
numbers were seen until about 12th March, when they left the area. 

It may be that this autumn flocking is in some way connected 
with an inl le~ent  migratory urge, but I have no evidence of migration 
;und thc dispersal of autumn Hocks noted above may merely indicate 
that the birds have nloved on and joined mother  flock where food 
supply is more plentiful. Winter flocks have been recorded all over 
Northland: A. Wright reports a winter flock of c. 100 birds from Kaitaia; 
Koss (1962) records flocks of 20 - 30 birds seen at Kaikohe sewage farm 
from May to August 1961, similar numhers in June 1962 ancl (pers. 
conim.) in July 1SGS. He also records a large flock at  Kauri Log Lake, 
Ngawha, in July 1962. A winter flock of c. 100 birtls has been seen 
at  the nearby Lake 71'uwl~aki~lo antl a smaller Hock at  Moercwa oxitlation 
p o n d  (H.A.F.) . 

A llock of over 50 birds was seen over a lake near Waitangi in 
May 1964, and over the three winters 1968 - 65 flocks of SO - 50 birds 
visited a 5-acre lake on my farm at irregular intervals and flocks of 
sitni1;tr size were seen elsewhere in Bay of Islands County. It appears 
that these winter Hocks range widely from one feeding ground to 
another: appearances of flocks over my farm lake have varied from 
three to s,even days in any one winter month. Sometimes a flock stays 
around the lake for three or  four days,' but more often flocks are 
]>resent for one or two days only antl may not be seen again for a 
week or a fortnight, during which period Hocks of similar size are 
rmortecl from other parts of the district. 

A proportion of the swallow population does not join the winter 
flocks: throughout Northland there are many records of pairs or small 
~ ~ a r t i e s  remaining around the nest area during winter, sometimes using 
the old nest as a roost. Throughout each winter sm;~ll numbers oE 
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swallows arc ;~rount l  my f;trm most of the tinie, q ~ l i t e  distinct from the 
larger Hocks which visit it ;tt intervals. 7 'he nearest known nest site 
is about  I+ miles away. It would ;tppear that the h o d  requirements 
of tlie swallow pop~11;ttion in winter are met partly by flocking, p m l y  
by tlispcrs;~l into suialler parties and lx~r t ly  by continued oc&pation 
o l  such nesting areas as provide sufficient food supply for ;I limited 
n u ~ m l ~ e r  of birtls. T h e  ~ ~ u n r l s e r  of sw;~llows seen by tr;~vellers through 
;I district a t  ally t i~ i l c  outside the milin nesting season is therefore no t  
necessarily ;I t rue indication of polx~la t ion abuntlance in that district. 
It is ;I matter o f  luck whether ;I tr;rvellcr l iappe~is  to cllcounter an  
autumn congregation o r  ;I winter [lock, and  alxtrt from these he  is 
likely to see only late nesters, or birtls which 1i;lve not Ilockctl a n d  
may be either x o u n t l  nest sites o r  ranging f;trtIier ;ificltl tli;ln they 
woultl dur ing the nesting season. 

Although 1 have n o  evitle~lce o l  migration, one record suggests 
;I possible nort1iw;trtl movement. On tlic evening o l  18th R,l;ly 1963 
:I party of thirteen sw;~llows a p l m r e t l  o n  ;I patltlock ne;m nly Iio~rse. 
'l'hcy were new arrivals, ;tnd obviously very tired. l ' h e y  perched or1 
cow~xtts and  011 the g r o u ~ i d  and when i~pproachetl  were most reluctant 
t o  move ;tnd only llcw a lew Sect to alight again on  the ground o r  
on ;I letice wire. T h e  l'ollowing clay they were still there, Ilying ;trou~itl 
but  still not  p;trticuli~rly active. T h c  next t h y  the llock lii~tl gone, 
1c;lving only the three or  four birds which had been in the area &lily 
bclore the party arrived and remained alter it delx~rtetl .  T h e  wind 
h x l  blown horn the south-east on 15th - 17th May and from the south 
on 18th May. 

BREEDING 

Some ol' the n~;~teri; l l  in this section is t l r i t w ~ ~  from t l ~ c  pul~lislletl 
or  unpublished notes o l  otlier observers but most of it is Irom niy 
own notebooks. During 1962, I!KiLl and 1965 se:tsons routine checks 
have been carried ou t  a t  i~pproxinii~tely weekly intervals on ;I n ~ n n l ~ e r  
of swallow I~ritlges within thirty miles o l  my home a t  Kerikeri and in 
the course of these I have gatllered some useful inlormi~tiori. Tl'liis is 
suppleme~ltetl  by notes made dur ing the period 1961 - 6 4  o t ~  Irests 
outside the routine study area, and in 1965 by the r e s ~ ~ l t s  of ;in investi- 
gation of the present distribution of swallows in tlie four northern 
counties, in tlic course of which I have tr;rvelletl some Iiundrctls o l  
miles ;mtl recorcletl ; t l~out  2'70 nests. 

T h e  substance o l  wIi;tt has been learnt  about  siting : I I I ~  con- 
sti-uction o l  nests, eggs m t l  tli~tes of laying, clutc:h size, inculxttion and 
fledging periods, liatching and fledging success is summ;rrisetl in the 
following pages, which however makc n o  claim to be more t1i;tri ;I 

pre1imin;lry survey. A total of 112 clutches or  pilrt c l ~ ~ t c h c s  was recorded 
In the routine study area, bu t  tlie reg~tlari ty of recording suffered Erc- 
quen t  setlx~cks. Sometimes Ilootling of stre;ims interrupted the sequence 
of inspections; nests o r  their  contents were lost (often a t  a critic;tl time) 
by accident, v;~ndalistii or  preclation When  ;I briclgc is occupiccl by 
several pairs and  when re-nesting takes place alter more  than one  nest 
h s  been lost it can be diflicult o r  impossible to est;tblish with certainty 
tlie ownership of the new nests; in sites occupied by only one pai r  o f  
birds ;I l o s ~  nest ntay be rep1;tcecl by 21 new one pl;tcetl in an  ir~accessible 
posi t ion Heciluse of thcse Ii;~z;trds it was possiblc to follow the breed- 
ing  sequence o l  only a limited ~ ~ u ~ i r b c r  o l  pairs t h r o u g l ~  the wliole of  
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cach nesting season. 1. I~avc not yet had a11 opportunity to study closely 
the thy-to-clay bree t l i~~g  ;~ctivities of individual pairs; nests that were 
gcographic;~lly convenient were either inaccessible or awkwardly sited 
for observation. A4uch more remains to be clone in this direction, but 
this general survey may serve ;I purpose in drawing attention to variables 
whicli might not be apparent in a more detailed study of individual 
pairs. 

During the early years of their est;tblisll~nent in Northlancl 
swallows have exhibited a inarked preference for nest sites over flowing 
water and u p  to l964/65 about 95% of the nests recordctl in my notes 
were attached to concrete bridges, woodcn bridges and culverts, the 
proportion of nests on each ,type of construction being approximately 
as 100:50:10. 1 find no part~cular  significance in the relative numbers 
o f  nests under concrete antl wooden bridges and think this is more an 
indication of the type of bridge site available than of any other factor. 
I n  the Far North there existed a high proportion of wooden bridges, 
; ~ n d  further south most of the main road bridges were concrete, with 
many wooden bridges on side roads and on farms. Gradual replacement 
of wooden bridges by concrete or steel and concrete bridges need 
apparently make little difference to the swallows and the location seems 
more important than the type of bridge. I n  a number of cases where 
swallows previously nested under a wooden bridge and where this has 
now been replaced by a more permanent structure, the birds are using 
the new bridges 21s nest sites. 

Writing of swallows in Australia Mathews (1919) states " they 
nest in a great variety of situations such as down wells, in caves, on the 
side of o r  untler a ledge on ;I rocky cliff, inside dwelling houses, open 
hollow trees, inside empty 400-gallon tanks, on rafters on outbuilclings, 
etc." Serventy antl Whittell (1962) state " favourite sites are the 
verandahs ol' country railway stations, shops and hotels. T h e  nests may 
also be built under bridges and jetties . . ." Mathews does not mention 
bridges at  d l ,  Serventy and Whittell place bridges fairly low on the 
list of preferred nesting sites. It  is interesting to compare these 
passages with the situation in New Zedand, where a summary of nest 
site preferences could read "most swallows nest under bridges and culverts, 
some on houses antl o~~tbu i ld ings  and  a few in other artificial or 
natural sites." I t  may be that the birds which first made their way 
from Australia to New Zealand were bridge-nesters, and that this prefer- 
ence has been trmsmitted to their descendants, to  be modified over 
the years by various factors. Shortage of suitable sites could be one 
cause; another cause couild be successive failures to raise a family from 
;I nest under ;I bridge. In 1'359160 a pair at Kawakawa were driven 
from their nest bridge by ~~ersccut ion and shiftctl to a bowling pavilion 
where they built a nest and raised young (H.A.F.) ; another bridgc 
J.qr Moerewa had been used as a nest site for some years but  nests 
were persistently intcrfercd with o r  destroyed by children and no nest 
was built on this bridge in 1965166 season. Several bridges on the main 
road Hikurangi-Kawakawa had bccn occupied in previous seasons a t ~ d  
the birds wcre back again in 1965 Spring but were driven away by a 
progr;lmme or spr;ty ~xt int ing the urldersidcs o l  thc bridges and pre-. 
sup tb ly  nested elsewl~erc- 
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Skcgg (l!tii2) recortls our in~pression that s\z;~llows I;lriourcd a9 
llest sites bridges which were so situittecl that the birds could have ;I 

c1c;tr swcep through under the bridge arld that bridges wherc this w;~s 
han~percd by presence of willows or other vegetation were not k~vourerl. 
Subsequent observatiot~s confirni that this i~nprcssior~ r e m ~ i n s  sub- 
stantially correct but with the r;~pid rise in S ~ ; I I I O W  pop11Iation ;tntI 
increasing demand lor sites, nests arc now being built m d e r  In;un)l 
I~ritlges ;und culverts where entry ancl exit conditions are less easy tlxun 
;~ppcarecl to be desirable in early I W ! ,  mt l  in soti~c situi~tions which 
would then li;tvc seemed quite utisuit;tblc. In 1965 nests were found 
inside two pipe culverts, the tlownstreani eritls o f  which werc blocked 
by flootlgates; i n  c;~cli case the nest w;~s well inside the culvert near 
its closed end. 

7'he wide wriittion in p1;~cement oI nests under bridges makes 
it impossible to generdise on the factors which affect selection oC tlic 
particular position in which nests are pli~cecl. Michie (1959) ~ io ted  
that Awanui birds apparently chrrse ;I site untlcr the erld 01' a woodcrt 
t~~;~irl-road bridge in preference to any other part 01' it I~ecause the 
vil~r;ttion from roi~cl t r x k  was less at that point, aithough ncarcr the 
centre of the bridgt! the nest woultl have been over the water and 
s:tfer from interference. Under other main road bridges o l  solid con- 
struction which eliminates the vibmtion I';~ctor nests II:IW been built 
year ;~kter year in situations vulrierahlc to 1ium;ln intcrl'erencc tholtglr 
;~ltcrn;~tivc salcr sites were readily a ~ a i h b l c .  l 'lierc are signs that the 
human intcrkerence k~ctor  is I~eginning to imprint itself on the con- 
sciousness ol  some pitirs; on several bridges nests were in prcvious years 
pl;~cctl in accessible situations I ~ u t  are now .situatctl high up untler the 
crown of the bridge and over decp water. On the other ll;u~d, several 
big I~ritlges on which nests had in previous years Ixcn built in in- 
;tcccssible positions have now been ;~bmclonecl in C;tvour of s n d l  bridges, 
low over the water of streams, in  the same area. A possible reason 
for abanclonmcnt of the big- bridges could liave txen  hat the site was 
exposed to too niuch wind mcl sunlight. 

Nests in pipe culverts o r  under wooden bridges OII by-ruiirls m ~ d  
I;lr~n roads may Ile as low ;IS 14- 2 feet above runliing watcr and in 
such situations ;Ire lial~le to be sulmcrged or wxhetl awi~y by flash 
Iloods. Under other bridges nests may be placed at m y  heiglit from 
3 - 15 feet above ground or watcr level, and on builtlings  iron^ 5 -  25 
feet above ground. Altl~ough thc pl;rcemcnt ot' ncsts i~itlic;~tcs little 
instinct to guard ;rg;~inst h u ~ l l ; ~ n  pret1;ction there is a measure of pro- 
tection  g gain st other pretl;~tnrs in that ;I large proportion of nests arc 
so constructed that there is only a n x r o w  ( 4 0 -  80 nim.) g ; ~ p  I~e twwu 
the nest rim ancl some horizontal or near-l!orizotit;tl surtace above it 
(bridge decking., bcam or ewe) . This  often makes inspection o f  nest 

C O I I L C H ~ S  quite cliHicult, even when using an iitljustable mirror on a pole. 

Kecords of nesting on buildings were sp;me rmtil a pear or 
two. ago. I have itlre;~tly nlentionetl a nest in Kaw:tk;~w;l l~owling 
pavilion in 1959 and Sliittiks (1960) rcportecl nest l~uilcling in a shed 
at Waiomio the same year: my other records from Kay of Ishntls County 
are rcccnt ones I ro~n  a farm cottage at J'~tkar;tka, ;i Carnthouse ~rorth o f  
M'i~ipap, and ;rtte~npted nesting on a house at  Kerikeri Inlet, but there 
m t y  be crtllcrs 01 whicl~ news Ir;~s n o t  rcacllctl Inc. In  Mangonui Counlv 
I~ircls nested in n woolshcd near H c r c k i ~ ~ o  in l!l(jI/(i2 (R.C.) and i n  



3 6 NOTORNIS Vol. XI11 

1963/64 in ;I bo;~tsIled itt Awanui (K.H.) .  For 1964 ;urd 1% there 
are, however, numerous records of nests on farn~houses, cowslleds, 
piggeries, sic., ;I nest is reported to have been built on Herekino post 
office, and for two seasons there Ilas been a nest under the eaves :hove 
an u1xtt;~ir.s window at Houhora Hotel. From others parts of Nortlilmd 
1 11;ive rccorcls of ;I cow~lrecl nest near Broacl~voocl, a nest on a piggery 
at  an inland farm in Whangaroa County, and one on a pumphouse at 
Poutu (kl..j.B.) . Nests have been found under Kortl~larrtl jetties at 
l'ukenui, Kohukohu antl Waitangi. Birds nested inside an old "pill- 
l~ox," relic of 1939i-15 war, at Kerikeri airfield: entry to the pillbox was 
hy a small manhole or through square nine-inch gunslits and the nests 
were on the inside wall. Turbot t  (1965) mentions attempted nesting 
insicle a concrete water guage in Canterbury and possible nesting in a 
converted railway carriage used as a caravan. Birds at Okaihau nestecl 
on a water tower and ;it l'ukenui each of two reservoirs (constructed of 
concrete slabs and with a corrugated iron cover) had a nest, one built 
on the inside wall and the other on the wooden fra~nework which sup- 
ported the cover; entry was possible only through the narrow opening 
between the top of the uppermost slab and  the sheets 'of corrugated 
iron. At Waipukurau swallows nested inside a corrugated iron tank for 
three seasons (B.D.H.) . 

R4ichie (1959) records nesting under a rickety wooden platform 
used by boatmen, three to four feet above the water and about a 
chain and a hall' from the lake edge at Lake Ngatu (Paparore). I n  
1962 birds were nesting at  the canie place under a similar structure, 
then used as a ski-ramp. Turbot t  (1965) records nesting in a launch 
a t  Lakc Ellcsnrere in l96l j62. 1962/53, 1~robably 1963/64 and certainly 
1964/65 season; the first nest. which was tlestroyerl by the owner of the 
launch before he realisetl what it was, had been built against the glass 
of the cabin window. Subsequent .nests were also insicle the cabin but  
on a ledge towards the bow. Swallows nested in  the cabin of a boat 
anc!~oretl in Awanui Creek in 1962. Eggs were laid and hatched; the 
boat went to sea with the sw;~llows on board and the parents continued 
to l e d  their chicks after it had returned to its anchorage (R.H.M.) . 
I n  1965 birds nestecl in a launcli a t  Kerikeri Inlet, and in an old boat 
pulled u p  on tlie beach near T e  Kao wharf there was a nest with four 
eggs in December. Tl'l~is nest was inside the cabin, just above the 
entrance; having enterecl the cabin the observer had to turn round 
to see it, and the parent bird had to double back to settle on the 
nest. 

Swallows attempted to nest in the cabin of a truck at Houhora 
Heads (L.J.H.), and i n  the cabin of a dragline excavator left standing 
on tlie job over the week-end, near Moerewa (D.,J.T.). Near Motu tang~ 
a cave has been hollowed out of a consolidated sandbank and houses 
a n u ~ n h e r  of pigs. O n  the wall of this cave a swallow nest was found 
;~tt;~cllecl to the soft sanclstone. T h e  investigator who enterecl the cave 
after we had seen a swallow fly out was son~ewliat a1:trrnecl by the 
hurried exodus of st;~rtlecl swine. 

Tokoroa Island is n bas;tlt stack in the channel a t  Houhora 
Heads. On the leeward side antl just above hi@ water mark there is 
;I large liollow or small cave about five feet h ~ g h  and five feet .  deep. 
A swallow nest was I~ui l t  on the rock wid1 in a small pocket well pro- 
tecced by overhang. T h e  site was occupied ill December 1965 and 
I~at l  bcen used in trio of ~ l l e  prccccling three years (A.W.) .  
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I h;lve seen ;I nest in a hollow on  the crumbling clilfs a t  I h i -  
I I I ~ I U I ~ ~ ; I L I  and  there are reports o l  nests built  on  sanclstone cliffs or  steep 
banks ;ct Henderson Hay, a t  some i n h n t l  localities r~or t l i  o l  A w n u i  
(A.W.) , and  ;it Coal Creek, Ninety Mile Beach (L.,J.K.) . 

A survey o l  nesting sites in North1;rntl dur ing spr ing and  sutntner 
l!)(ij ~xoduce t l  some in tcresting inlormation on exceptions to the general 
rule " one site, one  nest." In T;ilde 1 figures ;ire presented for two 
hundred nest sites, one  hundred in Mangonui County and one hundretl 
in other p r t s  o l  Nortl~lantl .  Most o l  the sites were bridges ilncl culverts. 
Nest figures refer to nests ;~ctually in use o r  obviously recently used; 
broken or  ~ x ~ r t l y  built nests ;ire not inclutlctl. 

Nests per site l o t 1 1  To ta l  
olle two three f o r  sites t~es ts  

To ta l  --.. ..-- 169 25 3 3 200 240 

.4lthorrgl1 the higher figure lo r  M;rngonui County may in some 
degree I x  due  to the c!cnsity o l  swallow population ill that  ; m a ,  1 
;in1 t loul~tful whether this factor ;IS yet greatly inlluenccs the situation. 
Letlg;ml (1960) lountl one  nest in use antl two which appe;~retl to 
h i~ve  been used in 1958/!) season under ;I bridge a t  1'okcr;iu; Gri l I i ;~n~ 
(lY(i0) found two nests with eggs antl a third nest ~xlr t ly  con~pletetl  
~u i t l e r  ;I bridge a t  Herekino. In Hay of Islmds County Ross (1960) 
records two nests under  a bridge a t  T e  Iring;~ and Sh;inks (1960) lour  
nests untler two Ixitlges ;it Waiomio. T h e r e  was no polx~la t ion pressure 
in those early yc;irs, so I think it can Ix ;issumetl that ;I proportion 
o l  the swallow popul;itiot~ has ;I tendency to ;I mild form of coloni;il 
nesting. T h e  I~ritlge at  Waionlio which was occupied by one pair  in 
1958 ancl two pairs in  I!)(iO was usecl by five y i r s  in ILK1 ;111cl lour 
pairs in 1965. l'ukenui jetty (not inclurled in 7;rl,le 1)  h;rd in  1kce111- 
I ~ e r  1965 one nest with five eggs, two other  nests each with ;I sitting 
bird, one  new nest being built, and the remains of an  old nest. 

Multiple nesting is not  necessarily connected with the size o l  
the I~ritlge. Skegg (1962) records five nests, Sour of which appeared to 
have been in recent use, under  ;I wooden culvert on IL~i t i iaun~au road 
(it had only one  nest with five eggs it1 D c c e n ~ l x r  1'965). Of the two 

Mangonui records of lour-nest Imclges in T a b l e  I ,  one  W I ~  ;I snlall 
wootlen culvert, the entrance to which was partly closed by growing 
flax: the other was ;I mediurrl sizccl concrete I~riclge with steel girders 
Which had rcpl;icetl a culvert where Skegg (1'362) reported two nests. 

Alter :I p i r  h v e  ;irrivetl on their  chosen territory and  before 
nest builtling st;trts a few clays are spent in courtship activities. 'l'lie 
p i r  indulge in high level chasing flights, following c;~cli other ;~routtt l  
in wide swift circles; a ~ t d  a t  ~liucll lower levels slow. s o n ~ c t i ~ n e s  almost 
hovcr i~lg  Ilights are ;~cconipa~~iecI  by n ~ u c h  tail I ' ; I I I I ~ ~ I I ~  by one o r  



both birds. A pair may sit close together on a wire perch, uttering a 
crooning twitter and occasionally rubbing bills. I have sometimes seen 
courtship Feeding, the hen sitting on a perch, the male flying round. 
Each time he approaches she makes a little movement, or opens her bill; 
sometimes lie Hies past m d  continues his Ilight for a time before return- 
ing. T h e  otter mt l  acceptance of food may take place after lie has 
settled beside her on the perch, o r  as he hovers in front of her. 
On  Aug~tst 5th 1965 ;I swallow was seen at  Kerikeri chasing a wind- 
blown feather Iloating through the air. Judging by known dates of 
laying first eggs in tlie district that season this may h ~ e  been a little 
too early ii date for collection .of final lining material; pursuit of the 
feather may perhaps lime been in play or in some way a part of pre- 
nuptial activity. 

Nest sites which have been used in previous years seen1 to be 
accepted with little ado other than normal courtship behaviour, but 
looking for new nest sites sometimes involves much i~idecisive activity. 
A pair on my I;lrm spent from 4 th-20 th  October going from one 
prospective site to another - a concrete cattle-stop bridge, a hayshed, 
a n  implement shed and a woolslied - each site lioltling their attention 
for a few clays; none proved acceptable and the pair departed to nest 
elsewhere. 

1 have noticed that nest sites which have been used in previous 
seasons are o f t m  taken up early in the new nesting season and that 
new sites may not be occupied till a month or  six weeks later. This  
leads me to think that perhaps old birds tend to nest early, using 
known sites, and that nesting activities of young birds are often delayed 
until niucli later in tlie spring. 

Nest Bliilrli?~g. 
Swallows make n ~ u d  nests and the eggs are laid on a lining of 

feathers. Nests may be attached to a vertical surface or  placed on a 
l~orizontal or sloping ledge. There is considerable variation in the 
size ant1 shape of individual nests, depending on their situation. 

Hot11 sexes build. Michie (1959) writes: " I was able to watch 
both birds at close range for more than half an hour. They were 
gathering mud from the lake edge, flying to the same place each time, 
hovering for a few seconds three feet or so above the ground, then 
diving clown without alighting ancl scooping a rnoutllful of mud, after 
wl~ich they returned to the site of the nest. After several trips they 
flew further afield and out of my sight either to get a snack or to 
gather grass straw to mix with the mud. On these trips they would 
be away four o r  five minutes and as their flight is so rapid I could 
not see whether they carried any straw or  not." Quite frequently 
swallows alight on the ground to collect mud or straw, and when so 
engaged often display marked indifference to the presence of humans 
in the vicinity. This was particularly noticeable with a pair of birds 
at  Waitangi; they went on with the job of niud collection from the 
edge of a wet patch of soil without any apparent regard for the 
movement around them of people working on their boats. T h e  mud 
is carried to the nest site ancl attached to a vertical or horizontal surface, 
subsequent mud pellets being added, compacted and reinforced with 
vegetable or other material as the mudwork of the nest takes shape. 

When the nest is ;~tt;icl~etl to a vertical surl';icc wit l~out  any 
sup l~or t  I,enc;itli, co~~struct ion commences 11y making a small mud bracket, 
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which eventually becomes the Imttom o r  the ntutl structure. More I I I L I ~  
is atltled to the top and sitles of' thc bri~ckct till it gr;lcluallp assumes the 
sh;tpe of a s l~;~l low U;  from this the sides itre built outw;~rcls ant1 upwi~rtls 
till the murlwork I~econ~es  ;I sh:cllow I~owl  wit11 firm rims ; ~ n t l  it deep 
h s e ,  bu t  with ;I gap of wry ing  depth a t  top  centre o f  the areit of 
ittt;~chmcnt which still gives this p r t  of the nest, when removed from 
the wall, the L' ;cppe:trartce. l ' l~ is  is il111str;rtetl in Figure 1 in whicll 
A, H a n d  C sllow the wr i ;~ t ion  in size ;~n t l  sh;tpe o i  three unsupported 
nests as seen in rear clevatiotl (i.c., the Ilat s n r f m  of ; ~ t t ; d ~ m e n t  to ;I 

vertical wall) . A l ,  HI and  C1 show the simlc nests in p h n  ( i .~ . ,  ;IS 

seen from abovc) . 
T h e  inside of the bowl (egg chiun~l~er) is lined first with vegcti~ble 

or  o ther  material and later with feathers. Generally one type of mud  
is usetl for the whole c o n s t r ~ ~ c t i o n  but I h i ~ ~ e  seen sowe nests where 
13;trt was made of yellow and  part  of g?cy t h y ,  ; ~ n d  ;I few in wllich 
1 ~ 4 e t s  of' yellow ant1 grey clay were nl~xet l  througl~out  the structure, 
sometitncs unevenly a n d  so~nctitnes lilorc o r  less in layers. Compacting 
material used in the  11u1c1 structure may be dry grass, ;in occ;~sion;~l Idadc 
ot green grass, rootlets o l  grass or  i'erns, scraps of f i l~ro~rs  tni~tcri;rl, 
fragments of ~vood, s ~ n i ~ l l  land weeds o r  pieces of p e l t  wilter weed. 
,. * l u r b o t t  (1965) lists lci~ves o l  111rpj)in sp., ;I few fruits ol Let~~rrtr SIX. 
:I seed and some leaves of T~ifol i~tnr sp., some fruits of Festvcn c r ~ r t t l r l i t c -  
i:cerre iuntl a filiunentous green d g a e  its strengthening nl ;~ter i ;~l  used in 
;I ~ x ~ r t l y  completed nest collected from a water gauge in Cmtcr lmry.  
Sorne nests have a little cattle o r  horsc hair  in the nest r im. 

T h e  first l ining in some nests is nt;tinly gr;m straw; in o t l~c r s  
:i mixture of g r m ,  rootlets, scraps ol fern, s ~ n ; ~ l l  dry Ic;tves. fine fibrous 
material ; ~ n d  son~ctimcs cow, horse or  dog hair  and some short  fur: 
ol'ten n pad of sheep's woo! forms par t  oC this l in i r~g.  T h c  l'c;cthcr 
l ining may Ijc so generous (hat  the Leathers pro.jcct over the nest r im 
and the eggs can Ilardly be seen amongst the featliers, o r  r c l ; r t i ~ ~ l y  
spirrse. i\ prot t~se  leather l ining may be intlivitlual preference or  
merely a11 indication th ;~ t  plenty of fcatlwrs arc easily avail;~ljlc; a 
sparse Se;~thcr l ining may be due  to short;~gc of Ee;~tliers, re1;ttetl tb w e  
(11' m u : h  wool in the nest lining, o r  clue to lack of time; ;I nest is 
often well lined with feathers for the first clutch, less so for the second 
or subsequent clutches. Many kinds c)t le;ttIiers are usetl, d e p e ~ ~ d i n g  
:~p lx~ren t ly  on  av;~il;~bili ty;  chicken Leathers, blicck, white, nlixetl, or  
colouretl; tlut k leitthers of wrious  colours, and feathers of Turkey. 
Phe;~s;~nt.  C;uine;~ Fowl. arlct Red-billed Gul l  11i1ve Ixcn noted. Usu;~lly 
the feather l ining is loosely I;~ici but one  nest I d  the  fe:~tllers pressed 
into ;I tight pad. Some I~irt ls  seem to  Ix selective arid nlany disci~rtlctl 
feathers may be  found below the nest, others seem to use what comes 
and  throw none  away. a t  any rate in the nest vicinity. SO to 63 
kxtllers h i ~ w  heen counted in the inner  lining of nests; in the nest 
with SO the fcittl~ers were ri~tl ler larger than us~ral.  

Skegg (1962) notes o u r  impression t h r  the rougher the  surTacc 
to wtlicl~ the nest is attached the less deep thc area of i~ttachnlcnt,  and 
vice versa. In the light o f  lur ther  expcriencc 1 now suggest that  security 
of ;;ttachment to a relatively smooth siirfi~ce is incrc;taed by ;I larger 
total a r m  of i~ttachrncnt ratticr than by extra depth  ;rlone. Nests A 
m d  H were on rel;~tively smooth w ~ l l s ,  nest C: oti ;I rougher w d l .  
l k t a i l s  oC the three nests arc as lollows: 
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A H C 
C r c i ~ t e ~ t  brcadth (side to side) , mm. . .  150 205 115 
Greatest width (back to front) ,  nlm. . .  90 90 85 
Greatest depth, mni. .... - .  . .  95 85 80 
I k p t h  of egg chamber, mnl. . . .  40  42 SO 
Weight in ounces .... .... .-. . .  12 10 6 

FIGUKE I - Swallow Ncsts (not to scalc) 
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In most nests the  egg c l i a n ~ l ~ e r  is roughly circul;~r ;ind ; i l~ou t  
60-80 turn. across a t  the rim. Skegg (1962) Eountl tha t  egg c1i;rml~ers 
were nornl;~lly 30-35 n m .  tleep, but  I l ;d  one  nest with an  egg chirmber 
50 nrnr. tleep, this prolx~bly  I~ccause instc;rtl of the  normal  4 0  - 80 mm. 
g;rp Ixtween the top of tllc nest rim itntl the  1iorizont;rl surfirce I~clow 
which thc ncst is placed, this particular ncst hat1 very little hcatlroonl 
Ixcause it was buil t  close to  a n  angle in the  wall wliicli sloped 
l'orw;~rtls just ; ~ l ~ o v e  the b ~ c k  ol' the ncst. 

Unsuppor ted  nests untler concrete I~ritlges may be ;rtt;tcIietl to 
reklining witlls, I~uttresses o r  Ixanls; those untler wootlen 1,ritlgcs to  
supportirig Ixams o r  cross beilms (105, sc~ui~re t l  t i n l l~e r  o r  concrete) . 
Chncrete Ixitlgcs without bca~rns ant1 wltli s~iiootl i  vcrticxl w;rlls a r e  not  
favoured as ncst sites. U~ i t l e r  one  wooden bridge the  clay I x ~ n k  was 
retained by 21 rough ~ h n k  wall witli vertic;tl gaps I~etween the pl;~nks.  
A ncst was 11uilt across ;I gap ,  att;lclletl to  the two planks and  witli ;I 

projection of its rear  wall which ;~tichoretl it to  the clay Imween them. 
In ;I p ipe  culvert ;I root 1i;1tl grown tllrough tlic g;rp I,etwecn two 
pil)es. A nest w;~s buil t  across this gal,, with its rear wall cxtcntlctl 
into the g;rp a n d  ;irountl the  ingrowing root, which helped to S L I J ~ ~ O I . ~  

; I I I  otherwise prcc;~riously sited construction. 
IJnsuplmrtctl nests are  insecure ant1 often 1a11 with their owll 

weight. Only  ;I lintitetl nuniber  last l'or ;I l'u11 season ant1 so Tirr I 
know ol' only two cases where such ;I nest was fit for rlse i l l  ;I sccontl 
season. All early nests repor ted  werc of the ~~~~~~~~~~~~tctl type but  
Skegg (I!)(i2) recortlctl from Houliora ;I s~n;rll cup-sl~;~petl  ncst only 
30111111. deep  placed on top of a culvert p i p e  I t 1  1962/3 season I 
I'ountl ;I ncst a t  Waiomio p1;tcetl on the flirt flange of ;I stcel girtlcr 
untler ;I wooden I~ritlge. I t  was $10 mm. from Irotit to  Imck ; ~ n d  55 mnl. 
deep. with ;I flat I~o t tom where i t  sat on  the horizontal surface ; ~ n d  
;I flat Ix~ck  g gain st tlic vertical surf;rcc. Like unsupported nests it 
h ;~t l  ;I g ap  in the  I ~ c k  mutlwork which in this case extentlet1 right down 
to tlic I~ot tonl  ol' the  nest ant1 was filled with the  grass lining. T h i s  
w s  the  first flat ncst I 11;1tl seen in this district where most of the  
I~ritlges then untler oljservation werc of types which r e q ~ ~ i r e t l  construction 
of unsupported nests. Flat nests, however, are Ixcoming irlcreasingly 
common in Nor th land wherever t!ie type oC bridge provides :I suit;rble 
suppor t ing  surS;~ce: I Ii;~vc seen nests pl;~cctl on  top  of woc~tlen I)earns, 
; ~ n d  some buil t  partly on  the projecting m;~l t I~oi t l  layer between wootlcn 
1x;inl ;rnd steel girtlcr: this is ;I r a ther  insecure I'ountli~tiorl ;is the  
nl;~lthoitl sags with the weight o l  the nest, which tips Iorw;trtl. Flanges 
01' stcel girtlcrs are  being used, when ;r\~ail;rble: very s~iiall  nests have 
Ixen buil t  on  top  of projecting I~olts, iintl equally small nests, tr iangular 
in sirle elevation, have I ~ e e n  I ~ u i l t  o n  top  of diagonal steel struts near 
their  junction witli the girder. Unde r  two wooclen bridges flat nests 
h;rd Ixcn  plaietl o n  top  of a pile of silt which hat1 ~ ~ c c u m u l ; ~ t c t l  close 
under  the decking. T h i s  g r i~ t lu ;~ l  c h ; ~ r ~ g e  in nest constructioll is a11 
to the  good ;IS flat nests are  smaller, e x i c r  to  I~uil t l  and  ~ n ~ r c l i  more  
t lura l~lc  tli;111 u ~ ~ s ~ ~ p p o r t e d  IICSLS. 

I3uilding 01' the  first u ~ ~ s u p p o r t c d  nest (11 the  S ~ ; I S O I I  usua11y 
appears to  take n ine  to  twelve clays; mutlwork is finished in Lour to 
six tI;rys and  sonletimcs there seetiis to be ;I p u s e  in activity when this 
i s .  ~~c.c.omplislietI . .  ant1 before l in ing operations arc  pu t  in hand.  Huiltling 
of sccontl ant1 sulxcquent  nests after earlier nests hirve f ;~ l l cn  o r  been 
k ~ ~ o c k c t l  t lowt~ is ;I n111cl1 quicker process, usu;~lly completed in about  
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six clays, Sow of which ;ire occupied on mudwork ;ind two on lining. 
I havc as yet no record of the time vnken to build a flat nest. When 
a nest falls clown 21 new nest is generally built near the site of the old 
one, sometimes in exactly the same location. When a nest has broken 
off but part of its base is still fixed to the wall the birds sometimes, 
but infrequently, build ;I new ncst up  on the old structure. When 
;I crack develops in the mutlwork due to vibration or other causes 
and during the incubation or  fledging periods, the 1)irtls sometimes 
carry out emergency rep;lirs, bringing new mud pellets to close the 
crack. 

Eggs 
With the first clutch of the season the time-lag between apparent 

completion of nest lining and laying of the first egg seems to be 
usually three to six clays. Sometimes (perhaps due to bad weather) 
this may be extended to ;I week or  ten days, occasionally even longer. 
One nest was a p p r e n t l y  fully ready on 6th Octol~er  but the first 
egg was not laid till Octol~er  23rcl. With second and subsequent dutches 
my records show that the first egg may be h i d  ;is soon as lining is 
complctetl, usually within one to three clays of completion, occasionally 
four to six clays. In  one case I saw ;I male bird bringing ;I feather 
to ;I nest in which the hen was sitting, having alrexly laid two eggs 
of her second clutch of five. 

Eggs vary in shape, some being blunt ovals and others tapering 
towards the smaller end. Blunt and tapering ovals may Ile found in 
the smie nest. T h e  eggs are white, with a pinkish tinge when fresh, 
sl~eckletl ant1 I~lotched with s1i;icles of Ixown or reddish brown and a 
I'ew light grey undermarkings. T h e  speckles and blotches are variable 
in density ant1 distribution. In  most eggs they are conccntrated mainly 
in ;I zone at  the larger entl, with sparse markings on the rest o l  the 
egg. In other eggs the zone is Ijresent but the rest of the egg is more 
profusely spotted, and in some there is little or no suggestion of a 
zone, though there may be a cluster of closely set spots somewhere on 
the large entl antl scattered spots elsewhere. A iew eggs h;we only a 
few small scattered I~lotches and othcrwise the markings consist of 
irregularly distributed brownish specks. 

klichie (15159) records measurements of two eggs 21s 17.5 x 14 ninr. 
Skegg records three eggs at  18 x 12.5, 17 x 12.5 antl 17 x 12 mm. 
K. Cowiin nieasured a clutch of four eggs at  17.5 x 12.5, 17 x 13.5, 18 x 
13 and 18 x 13; and two eggs, the fifth attcmpt of this pair in 1965 
season. at 17.5 x IS an t l  16 x 12.5 mni. T have measurements of five 
single eggs at  17 x 13.2, 17 x 14, 17.3 x 13.8, 18 x 14 and 19 x 13. 
and  of a clutch of three eggs at 18 x 13.5, 18.8 x 13.5 and 19.2 x 13.0 
nun. T h e  average of nineteen eggs ;is above detailed is 17.7 x 13.2 mni.. 
and the range 16 - 19.2 x 12 - 14 mm. Serventy antl Whittell (1962) 
give a range for Western Australia of 18 - 19 x 13 - 14 mni. 

Kecol-tls of Lnying of First Eggs 
T h e  graph ;it Figure 2 summarises inforn~ation recordcd from 

103 clutches over three seasons ;it nest sites in Hay of Islantls County. 
This  sample gives, I think, a reasonably accurate picture of the sequence 
o l  nesting in that area. T h e  three peaks indicate the times at  which 
~ n a x i m u n ~  numbers o l  first, second and third clutches are laid. A few 
second clutches were laid in late August and September after the first 
clutch had been accidentally lost. Third clutches were spre;~d over 
the period Novembcr - January. 
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'J'here ;ire ;I few rccorcls of late laying from tliflerent p;ms 01' 
Northl;~ntl .  Skegg (1962) records ;I Ires11 egg a t  Houl ior ;~  in the 1;ist 
week of , l a ~ n ~ ~ ; i r y ;  Flux ;tnd Wilson (1965) found two nests with single 
cggs and one with a clutch of three in the third wcek of Februiiry. 
lioss (1960) mentions an  cgg laid in a T c  Iringa ncst in the last week 
o l  Februiiry :tncl (pers. comn~. )  ;I ncst with two eggs a t  ICaikohc on 
!MI February. l ' h e  T e  I r i n ~ c  egg tlitl not h i~tch,  and in my cxpcrier~cc 
;I l a d y  large proportion o t  eggs 1;iitl after t~licl-,j;~ntr;~ry ;ire illfertile 
o r  tlesertctl. 

F IGURE 2 

No. of 
Nests 

l 'he four August 1/15 rccorcls are for 1W4. In 1965, first cggs 
from the siume four nest sites wcre about  three weeks later. I n  1964 
July w;is wet and  re1;ltivcly ~ni l t l ,  and rain fell on  23 clays: A u g ~ ~ s t  
I n ; d  rain o n  19 days. In 1965 rain fell on  only 14 clays ill ju ly  ;mtl 
16 in August; there wcre sevcr;ll tlays of overnight frost between 12th 
;incl 20th ,July, ;und a few very light frosts a t  the beginning 01' August. 

i\s far as I have Ixxn able to ;isceriain. egg-laying takes place 
in the early ~ n o r n i ~ ~ g  and  one  egg. is laid e;ich t h y  till the clutch is 
conlpletc. It is prolxtbly corrcct to assunre that I)roocling nornially 
commences wllen the last egg 11;is k e n  laid. O n  several occasions, 
however, I have found a I~irt l  on  the nest about  noon, o r  in the after- 
noon, when only par t  of the full clutch hiis been laid. Many more 
carelul ol~serv;itions are nccclccl td ascertain with any degree of ex;lctituclc 
the t i ~ n c  ; I I I ~  I ) : I ~ ~ C ~ I I  01' l ay i i~g  :111d t l ~ e  pcrio(l of incul);~tion. A t  this 
stage 1 can o~nly statc tl1:11 thc period of inc~il ,atio~l l'ronl laying of 
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the last egg till hatching o l  that egg is about fifteen days. A number 
of clutclles are known to have h;~tched on tlie fifteenth day. 1 think, 
but cannot be certain, that in a few nests eggs h;~tched on the fourteenth 
thy. One nest in which the ful'l clutch of three eggs had already 
been laid by 1200 hours on 12th September still had three eggs at 
1710 hours on 27th September. T h e  eggs subsequently hatched. If 
this took place on the morning of 28th September this would be the 
sixteenth day. 

Generally a11 fertile eggs of a clutch hatch on the s;me day but 
three examples indicate that this may not invariably be tlie case: 

Date antl T ime Inspected Chicks in nest Final number hatched 

October 7th 1700 hrs. two four 
Octolxr 9th 1700 hrs. one three 

November 15th 1730 lirs. one two 

l n  each case the time of the inspection was approximately an 
hour antl a half before sunset. 

1 cannot say whether the male takes any part in incubation. 
From the number of occ:~sions when at  v;lrious times of the day I have 
found fertile eggs uncovered by either parent it is apparent that periods 
of inattentiveness are not infrequent. 

Fledging 
Such information ;IS I have been able to record shows that the 

Hedging period varies l'ronl eighteen to twenty-two or twenty-three days, 
i111cl is generally twenty or twenty-one clays. Under incubation I men- 
tioned a clutch ol' eggs which h ; ~ l  not h;~tcl~ccl a t  1710 hours on 27th 
September a n d  wcre assumed to have hatched on the morning of Septem- 
ber 28th. These three chicks wcre observed to leave the nest and fly 
around with their parents a t  12 noon on October 16th, i x . ,  the eighteenth 
thy  from hatching. Flight was reasonably strong ancl there was no 
indication that their dep;trture from the nest was premature or due 
to panic; the parents were rather excitable but the chicks flew well. 

A brood which hatched on 24th December were perching, but  
not yet ready to fly on 11th ,January, the eighteenth day. A brood 
which I~atchetl on 23rd December flew from the nest on 11th January, 
the nineteenth clay. I have several records of a Hedging period of 
twenty or twenty-one days. A brood hatched on 10th November 
appeared to be fully fledged but showecl no inclination to- leave the 
nest on 1st December, the twenty-first day; a brood hatched on 16th 
September exploded from the nest on the evening of 9th October, the 
twenty-third day. I t  is, however, possible that they had flown earlier 
that day, or perh;~ps even the clay before, antl returned to the nest to 
roost. 

When first Iratched the chicks are naked, with long necks, large 
heads and closed eyes. T h e  eyes open about the third clay. When 
the chicks are only a few clays old it is usually fairly easy to count 
them even if the nest is in ;I dark corner; i f  one scr;~tches lightly with 
one's mirror on the horizontal surface above the nest this usually pro- 
duces ;I full muster of open yellow gapes. As the fledglings grow bigger 
;~ritl wing ancl tail f'cathcrs start to grow. ant1 particuli~rly in the later 
stages o l  growth, the nest I~ccomes so full ol' chicks chat it is often 



Edgar  WELCOME SWALLOWS IN N.Z. 4 5 

dillicult to tell how m;trly there are in it; only otle o r  two nlay rcspoml 
to the mirror scr;ttching while the o t l~ers ,  l'u11 Led, sleep 011. 

Chicks are  fed Ily both Ixtrerlts, LISLI~IIY a t  h i r l y  short  in terwls  
in the morning ;und the evening bu t  a t  longer intcrv;tls du r ing  the 
heat of the day. G. , I .  H. i\,loon (pcrs. comm.) inlorms me that ;kt 
one  nest he w;ttchetl, nestlings were not  led for periotls of u p  to two 
hours in the forenoon ;tnd u p  to three hours later in the tliry, but 
were apparently uttaffcctctl. 

Nest s;tnit;ttion is elfcient. I have n o  conclusive tl:cta on cessatiott 
of production of the faecal sac; in the later stages oC development chicks 
squirt  over the edge of the ncst, but fouling- iol the ncst rim is surpris- 
ingly i t~frequent .  Empty eggshells ;Ire removed by the p r e n t ;  occasion- 
ally one finds them below the nest bu t  generally this is not so, and 
they must I x  carried amray for some distance. 

A few clays belore the chicks arc rexly  to Ily inclivitlu;tl chicks 
may be seen srrr,tching their wings ;tnd moving them up  ant1 t lnwt~. 
I t 1  the last t h y  o'r two chicks may perch on the nest r im, o r  leave the 
nest .  ~ t t d  move ;tlong the horizontal surf;tce on whic l~  it is pl;tcctl 
(gircler flange, l x i ~ m ,  etc.), should one  be ;tv;~il;rl~le. Chicks Ii;ttcl~etl 
in nests attachecl to ;I vertic;d surface can of course go no further ~ I I ; I I I  
the nest r im until  they are re;ctly to fly. 

Chicks which arc nearly but not  qui te  re;ttly to fly tnay ~x tn ic  
when the nest is ;~pproac l~c t l  and  take premature flight. Th i s  does 
n o  harm if the young birds are sufhcictitly grown to pertttit ;t short  
Ilight and  immediate returti to the nest its soon ;is the a p p t r e n t  t lmger  
is past bu t  son~etimes onc chick, less developed than the others, may 
I x  ;tble to do rto more than flutter dowtt :tt ;III angle, itnd have to 
be retrieved Iron1 thc water, long grass or  ;I I)lacklxrry t l~ ickct  ;tnd 
re tur~te t l  to the nest. Chicks which h; tw Hown volunt;trily a t  clue 
time may i ~ t  first spend only it  brief period on  the wing before they 
re turn  to  the nest to rest, bu t  soon unclert;tke n ~ u c h  longer Ilights, 
re turning to  the nest t o  roost for ;I t h y  or  two, m t l  in any case 
roosting in the vicinity of the nest for ;I few nights before they travel 
lur thcr  ;~ficltl. l'i~rcnts may be seen feeding Ilying young on  the wing. 

Clutches o i r d  C l ~ r t c h  Size 

For Austr;tli;t, Mathews (1919) states " ~ l u t c l l ,  three to five." 
Writing of  Western Austr;~li;t, Serventy and Whittell  (1962) state " the 
clutch mrrsists of three, sometimes only two, ; ~ n d  on occasiorts as many 
as lour  eggs . . . two broocls are raised a~nr~u;dly." 

111 Northern New %e;tl;tntl sw:tllows are tloul,le-brootled o r  trel,lc- 
brootlctl ;tntl the c lu tc l~  is usually three to five, with one  record o l  two. 
i\ sitmple of 132 clittcl~cs from the Hay of !sl;tntls gives the following 
result: 

Clutch N u ~ m l ~ e r  of Clutches Percentage 
l ' w o  1 1 
T h r c e  31 23 
Four 57 43 
Five 4 3 33 

- - 
132 100% 

O n e  egg h~ttchctl l 'ron~ the two-egg clt~tcli ,  the other wits inl'ertile. 
A I~rc;tktlown o l  the ;tl,ove clutch rccortls by n ~ o n t h s  of laying 

is ;IS lollows: 
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Eggs in Clutch 
2 3  4 5 Total Clutches 

August ............ 4 5 ,  9 
Sep tern bcr ........ 3  12 11 26 
October ........ 5 9 15 29 
hTovember ..-..... 1 7 7 1 ' 3  3 4  
December ........ 10 11 8 29 
January ......-. 1 3  4  
Fcbruary ........ 1  1  

01 lorty-three five-egg clutches, five were certainly and three 
1xobaI1ly first clutches; thirteen were certainly and fifteen probably 
second clutches; four were certainly and three probably third clutches. 

T h e  period between vacation of the nest by young birds and 
laying the first egg of the next clutch varies; in two cases it was only 
seven to eight days, frequently eleven to thirteen days, sometimes u p  
to three o r  four weeks. 

Seqzieuce of C l z ~ t c h e ~ ;  Hatching a n d  Fledging Szccce~s 
I n  Tables 2, 3 and 4 figures are presented from the records of 

twenty-five pairs on which it was possible to keep a check tlirougliout 
one or other of three nesting seasons. T h e  following synlbols indicate 
thc fate of ncsts, clutchcs or fledglings lost: 

(a) = eggs disappeared from nest before hatching. 
(b) = nest fell or was knocked down; subsequent layings (if 

any) i n  a new nest. 
(c) = eggs infertile, deserted or  did riot hatch. 
(cl) = young disappeared from nest before fledging. 

Kecord of six two-clutch pairs 

TABLE 3 
Record of six three-clutch pairs 

P-ir  170 

Clutch 

3'-T" 4, ," 

'--tc 3d 

F' edger: 

One 

1st 2nd 

5 4 1  

T i o  

1st 2nd 

Three 

1st 

Four Five 

2nd 

3 4 4 4 4 4 4 5 4 5 5 5  

4  

3 5 1 2 2 3 4 ‘ 2 - 5 5 4  

Jst 1st 

2 ( a l 5  

S i x  

2nd 2nd 1st 

5 

I 
2nd 

4 



Edgar WELCOME SWALLOWS IN N.Z. 4 7 

Palr Tlo 

Clutch 

%m 
Hatched 

fledged 

- -  

Thirteen 

A co~np;trison o f  egg ~)roduct ion  by two-dutclt ;tnd three-dutch 
pairs is ;is lollows: 

Six two-clutch pairs Six thrce-clutch ~ ) ; ~ i r s  
t\vcr;ige eggs 1st clutch 4 .O 3.3 

211tl clutch 4.5 4.8 
3rd clutch - 3.3 

All clutches 4.25 3.8 
l ' o t a l  eggs laid 5 1 6!) 
Eggs per  pa i r  8.5 11.5 

In the two-clutch pairs thc  second clutch was cqu;tl to  o r  greater 
th;tn the  first clutch. T h e  three-clutch piiirs conlor~net l  to  the general 
rule tha t  in treble-ljrootlctl species the  second I)rootl is 1;trgcr th;rr~ 
the  first o r  third.  

T h e  thirteen pairs listed in l ' a b l e  4 show mnch wr i a t ion  in 
sequence of clutch size a n d  I think t h i ~ t  this is prolxtbly d u e  to  the  
tlis;tsters which overtook early clutches. 1 suggest tha t  pairs thirteen, 
twenty-four a n d  twenty-five were probably by nature  three-clutch pairs. 
Pair  thirteen laitl one  egg of its first clutch belore o n e  visit ant1 before 
the  next visit the  nest had t'itllen, bu t  the 4.3 sequence for  the ltext 
two clutches wo~rlt l  indicate cotiformity with the three-clutch rule. Pairs 
twenty-four a n d  twenty-five h ; d  ;I difficult time. With  p i r  twenty-four 
the  site was unde r  a rickety wooden bridge over which heavy earth- 
~ n o v i n g  ~ ~ r a c h i n e s  p;tssccl a t  intervals and  on successive occasions the  
nest wxs dislodged by vil)ration. Pair  twenty-five seemed uniible to  
cll'cct secure a t t ; ~ c h u ~ c n t  o l  tllc nests to a vkrtical s~trlitcc, altllough a 

Txenty-f ive 

Pourteen 

P?il- I:o h? ,onty-threr: 

3rd 

(a] 

- 

1st 

(c)  

- 

Fifteen Slxteen 

1 s t  

fb) 

- 

Clutch 

:!ntcl~ed 

P1edy;erl 

5th  

(a) 

1st 

3 

7 

T-,ienty-f o u r  

1st 

(c)  

1st 

2 4 A 3 5 5 4 3 3 4 4 4  

( c )  

Seventeen 

2nd 

1 4 3  

3 

3 

2nd 

(c )  

- 

1st 

3 

2nd 

: b )  

- 

5 t h  

( b )  

- 

3rd 

4 

2nd 

2 

2 - 3 4 - 2 - 3 1 -  

2nd 

3 

3rd 

5  

5  

1st 

( b )  

$ 

1st 

5 

5 

3rd 

( c )  

2nd 

J[ 

3rd 

4 

3 rd  

(b) 

3rd 

( b )  

- 

2nd 

- 5 5 5 4 3 0 5 2 4 7  

( b )  
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nest in the same situation the previous year 11oused three clutches w i t h  
out  accident; the presence of' ;I 5-egg clutch in the sequence could 
indicate that for these two pairs the normal number of clutches would 
have been three. 

I hare no knowledge of  the history of pair fourteen except for 
one season. T h e  nest site was ii small Earnm bridge now repl~tced by a 
culvert and this has not becn used as a nest s i ~ e .  

Pair seventeen site is the same as that used 1,). pair two (two 
clutches) in the previous season. l ' l ie poor result from the second 
clutch may l ~ a v c  stinluli~ted the pair to a third laying. 

II the three-clutch rule is valid antl if the m;ixirnurn clutch is 
five eggs i t  would seem that pairs eighteen to twenty-three were by 
nature two-clutch pairs stimu1;~tetl to produce ;I third clutch by poor 
results from or disaster to early clutches. 

Pairs fifteen and sixteen clisplayed an unusu;tl d e p x t u r e  from 
norrnal I~chaviour. Eggs wl~icli fail to hatch may be cast out of tire 
nest during the Hedging period or may still be in the nest when the 
young birds leave, in which case they are usually ejected from the 
nest before the new clutch is laitl. T h e  clean-up oS the nest may he 
a thorough affair, with ;I new feather lining and son~etinles addition 
oC extra nlutl to the nest rim, o r  it niay be a nlucll tilore casud effort. 
Pair fifteen laid ;I first clutch of three eggs wllich were covered for 
the normal incubation period and were $till warm on the evening 
of the fifteenth day, with the parents on a wire near the nest. At 
the next visit there were eight eggs in the nest, and the bird was still 
sitting on eight eggs on two subsequent visits. Three chicks hatcl~ctl, 
;ind a t  some time ;iro~rncI hatching date the three original cggs were 
c:;tst out. At least one egg of the secor~tl laying w;is in the nest until 
the yoilng birds Ilcdgecl ;tnd when they left it was found on the 
grourirl belorv the nest. T h e  third clutch hatched norni;illy. 

J.'air sixteen laid four cggs by 21st Septelnber and these would 
normally Ilwe hatched by 5th - 7th October. They did not hatch 
; ~ n d  were still in the nest, though cold, on 24th October. By Slst 
October three fresh eggs hati been h i d  on top of the original four 
rvhicl~ by now were dull ;tnd discolow-ed: antl the bird was sitting on 
seven eggs. On 13th November the first chick had hatched and there 
were still at least five eggs in the nest: ;I second chick hatched after 
that inspection a n d  ;dl but one egg of the first clutch had been cast 
out by Novenrber 20th. This too had gone by 3rd December when 
111e two chicks were well grown. After they had departed the nest was 
cle;~ncd out,  new mud ;rtldecl to the rim, and a third clutch of three 
was laid on a sparse feather lining. 

7'ilble 5 compares hatching antl fledging success m t l  losses from 
Tables 2, 3 ant1 4, and expresses these as a percentage of total eggs laid. 

TABLE 5 
ex T;tble 2 3 4 Total 

Eggs laid 5 1 69 164 284 
H ;itched 35 6Y"/;i 55 80% 63  3801, 153 54y0 

1:ledged 34 C,jO/,, 50 73'3, 52 31.7% 136 48q, 
Losses - eggs I6 317; 14 20T0 1 1  6 .  131 160/;, 

fledglings I 3 7% 1 6 . 7  17 ci?, 
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Percent;~gc oT Ileclgetl t o  11;ltt:hetl is qui te  good at  89% Ijut 
pert:cnt.age o f  Hetlgetl to eggs is low ; ~ t  48%; this is of course partly 
related to the li;~z;~rtls of Iium;~n interference with nests in accessible 
~msi t ions  and of insecure a t tachmc~l t  o l  nests placctl o n  vertical 
surfilces. 

A I)rc;tktlown ol' the c;tllses ol' egg losses is 21s L'ollows: 

%, of  O/, of 
Eggs Losses To ta l  eggs 

1.o5t Ily nest lalling or  knocked down 42 32 15 

L.o\t by predation, huoian o r  otherwi\e 27 2 1 9 
Deserted, infertile, did not  11;1t~h 62 1 7  22 

-- - - - - - 

131 1 OOT, 4 6(x1 

Of seventeen nestlings lost one  was Ijy nestfall, seven by prc- 
t l ;~tion ;tr~tl n ine  by other  causes. 

l ' l ic casualty list ~voul t l  prolx~bly be lower in ;I district d i e r e  
more nests are pl;~cecl on  horizontal s~lrfaces. In iml'avour;~blc circum- 
s tmces  it can be considerably higher. 111 l W l / ( i 5  season one large 
11l;lin road Ijritlgc was occupied Ily five pairs. 1)et;tils of this s ~ n a l l  
colony itre not  inclutletl in 3';tIjles 2 - 4.  T h e  situi~tion becan~e  too 
conlusetl to permit accurate identification ol' nest owners and Sortunittely 
i t  is not typic;~l. T h e  colony was sul?ject to periodic: persecution by 
local children and  itlso some predation by sparrows. 1:ivc pairs oC 
sw;tllows Ijirilt in one season ;I tot;tl of seventeen nests ant1 laid forty- 
seven cggs, Ijut h;~tchetl only Sourteen chicks, a11 of' wliicli srrrvivetl 
in [lying stage. 

As noted, the fiqlres for perccntagrs hatched ;II tl llctlgctl in 
7 7 I ; t l~ lc  5 arc ;ttfectetl to some extent by prctl ;~tion ant1 nest L111. I I~;rvc 
cstractetl I'rotil 7'al)les 2 - 4 fig~lres lor nests unatfectetl by e i t l~c r  ol' 
those I':~ctors, to stutly results Irom tlilf'erent sizcs of' clutch. 

01' eleven three-egg clutches (33 eggs) 25 I~atclictl ; ~ n t l  25 Ilctlgcd. 
l'crccntage o f  Iletlgetl to Iii~tchctl 100 
1'ercent;ige oS lletlgetl to eggs 7 6 

I 'hcse  I,ercent;iKc figures ;we close to those ol j t ; r i~~ed 1,y s u l n ~ i ~ ; ~ r i s -  
ing a11 my records 01 three-egg clutches. . 

Of nineteen four-egg clutches (76 eggs) 51 Iiatchctl and 45 Ilctlgetl. 
' fh is  gives ;I Iletlgetl/li;~tchet1 88%) i ~ n d  Hetlgetl/eggs 5!)%,, Ijut ;I t ruer 
ligure prolx~bly  emerges from ;I l u g e r  s;tn~ple:- 

(>I thirty four-egg clutches (120 cggs) 95 li;~tchctl and 88 Ilctlg~tl. 
I'erccntage of Iledgetl to hatchet1 93 
Percentage of llctlgetl to eggs 75 

01' eighteen five-egg clutches (90 eggs) f!) hatched and 66 Iletlg~cl. 
Percentage of lleclgetl to I ~ a t c l ~ e d  96 
I 'e rcc~~t ;~ge of lletlgctl to eggs 7 3 

These  figures ;Ire close to those ol,t;~ir~etl from ;111 my five-egg 
rccortls. 

Nestling ~niortality w;vi therefore n i l  in three-egg clutclies, 7% 
in four-egg clutclies ;und 4% in five-egg clutches. I'crcentagc of HetlgetI 
to eggs was Ixst  a t  7674, in three-egg clutches, ant1 7 3 3 ,  in I ~ o t h  four-egg 
; m c I  five-egg c l~~ tchcs .  
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Stc n~i71nl After Fledging 
Twentyfive pairs (T;thles 2 - 4) produced 136 flying young, an 

average of 5.4 Hying young per pair. T h e  best of the two-clutcl~ 
p i r s  produced nine antl the best of the three-clutr11 pairs ten. 

1 have no very uselul inEormation on survivd after fledging. 
I t  is not possible to keep track of young 1,irds after they Ilave left the 
\;icinity of the nest. On ;I number of occasions 1 hitve seen a family 
around the nest bridge a week or longer after hatching. sometimes 
complete and sometinles less one bird. I have only once found a 
swallow dead on :I road. It is unfortunate that ;I row of swallows 
sitting on a wire has an irresistible attraction Sol' a certain type of 
youth ;trmecl with a11 air gun. Young swallows d o  not seem to crash 
into plate glass windows ;IS d o  young kingfishers, slrining cuckooq i~ni l  
somc passerines. 

C n ~ t s a  of Loss; Predn l io~r 
.As already noted. 32y0 of losses in Tables 2 - 4 wcre by nests 

tilling or  k i n g  knocked rlown, a n d  ZIT, by predation. Many nests 
were knocked down by thouglltless children for no reason except wanton 
mischief, antl in onc c x e  four nests under a multilde-nesting bridge 
hat1 been carefully removed Irom their position on vertic;~l surfaces 11). 
some person, and plated on the ground. Two of them contained eggs. 
Under one bridge ii nest had become detached from its anchorage antl 
someone had ~ o u n t l  ;I forked stick with which he proplxd the nest 
against the wall in nearl!~ iis original position. This  first aid was 
successl'ul antl the birds re;~red their fanlily. 

Skegg (1962) ~ucntions a case where a nest h ;~d  been 1)uilt 
untlcr ;I gap between two britlge planks a n d  was lull of road dust 
which h;ld buried the single egg, and I h v e  seen this l ~ a p p e ~ i  elsewhere. 
Use ol  wool ;IS lining material in the nest c ~ n  have its pitfalls. On 
one inspection round we found a young bird, ready to fly, hanging 
Ixlorv the nest with onc foot firmly entangled in part of the wool 
lining. 

,A Hokiauga L~rmer h i ~ d  swallows nesting in an outbuilding and 
found that their nests were repeatedly predated by rats. Eventually he 
closed up  the building to prevent ingress by the swallows, so that they 
might seek an alternative building site (R.C.). I have suspected rat 
predation ;IS a cause of losses at  some nest bridges but have as yet 
n o  proof It is also possible that Mynas may Ixar responsibility for 
tlis;~ppc;~rance of chicks from some nests; again I have n o  ,,robf, but 
Mynas wcre in the area and it was difbcult to think of any ci,thcf- cause 
of loss, having reg;rril to the nest situ;ttion. 

Kecl-billed Gulls sometinies dispute perches with swallows. Pied 
StiIts and Dotterels appeared to resent the presence of swallorvs hunting 
insects over A stream which spilled out on to  a beach (I\I ,I .H.) .  ' I  have 
not not.icetl a n y  antagonism between swallows ; ~ n d  any other bird 
cxcept House Sprrows,  which sometimes chase swallows oft wire perchcs 
:tnd not infrequently iuterkre with their nests. H. A. Findlay mentions 
that as carly 21s 1'360 he s;tw straw hanging from swallow nests under 
a Ijritlge at ICawakaw:~. Swallows which attempted to nest on ;I house 
w a r  Kerikeri were driven off by sparrows. In 1'964 season l came 
across sevcr:~l instances of slmrorv interference. On one occasion two 
slx~rrows were seen titking feathers from the lining of a nest. .A nest 
Lrom which young swallows 11;ld Ilown was takcn over by sparrows and 
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parti;tlly lirlctl with binder twine and some feathers. A newly I~ui l t  
swallow nest was appropri;ttetl before the sw;~llows used it and silnilarly 
lined; another new nest was seen to have loose straw projecting from 
it and on investigation proved to contain three sparrow eggs. All 
these instances occurred under one multiple-nesting bridge, and it is 
interesting to note that in 1965 season there has becn n o  sparrow 
interfcrcncc whatever at this bridge, though 11uni;un predation unfortun- 
ately still occurs from time to time. At another bridge there were in 
;I ncst four sw:~llow eggs which should have hatclletl about Slst August; 
they were seen on Augttst 29th. Inspection of the nest was not possil~le 
on 5th Septemlxr 11ec;iuse oC Iloorling. By 13th Septc~nlxr, when thc 
chicks (if h;~trlietl) woultl h v e  been about h d f  grown, the p r e n t  
swallows h ; ~ l  conlplcted and lined ;I second nest and the first nest was 
empty ;uid had no feather lining. On 27th September it was filled 
with wool and rubbish and ;I tleacl cock sparrow tl;uigletl below the 
ncst, one loot entangled in ;I str;lnd of binder twine. 

I'OI'ULATLON SPKEAD 

i\s a t  1965, Northland is tlie main stronghold of swallows ill 
Ncw Ze;~lantl. Swallow popul;ition is dense in R4i1ngonui antl Bay of 
Islands Cbuntics, increasing in Whiing~roa antl Hokiang;~ Counties! 
scattered in Whangarei and Hobson Counties. In Koclney County 
sw;~llows have bred on the eastern side of I<;~ip;~ra Iiarbour, ; ~ n d  there 
are sight records fro111 Kaipar;~ South Head. A few birds lmve been 
seen around Aucklantl, and in coastal areas at Firth of T h i ~ ~ n e s  antl 
Bay of Plenty. Breeding h;~s been reported from Waikato, H;~wkcs 
Bay, A4an;iw;ttu antl Wairarapa, antl siglitings Iroln T;lr;rn;~ki. 

T h e  only reports of breeding in South Island come from Canter- 
bury, I ~ u t  there ;Ire recent sight records from Cook Strait Islantls, Marl- 
I~orough, Nelson, West Coast, and a report oE sighting from So~tt1il;cntl. 

l ' h e  spre;td of ~mpulat ion in tlie four northern counties is tlis- 
cussed in  some det;~il and reports horn other districts are su~ntnarised. 

This comprises tlie long peninsula runnil):;. horn W;~ip lx tk ;~ur i  
to Cape Keinga with Ninety Mile Beach on its western side antl 
Ll;~ng;tunu Hay, Houhora antl I'arengareng;~ hi~rbours on the eastern 
coast, antl a smaller peninsula with Lake Ohia at its base and Cape 
Karikari at its tip, betwecn Kangaunu and Doubtless Bays; at the 
eastern entl of Doubtless Bay is Mangonui harbour. T h e  Awanui- 
Kaitaia-.4llip;1ra triangle is flat country, separated by ;I range of hills 
from Herekino harbour. South of the coast road from Awanui to 
Martgonui the land rises to the Maungatitniwha Range. 

In  1958/51) season Michie (1959) reported nesting of two pairs 
of swdlows at  the southern entl of the large peninsula, one pair at 
Awanui and one pair at Paparore; in the same year sw;t l lo~~s were 
present i ~ t  Pukenui (Houhora harbour) atid may have nested; they 
certainly did so in 1959/60 season (A.W.). Michie also reported ;I 

ncst a t  Aurere Flat, west of Ihingaroa and near the base of the smaller 
peninsul;~. In the lollowing season (1959/60) Let1g;trd (1960) reported 
two nests a t  'l'okeri~u, on Doubtless Bay, antl Grilhani (1960) two nests 
a t  Herekino. It seems rei~sonal)lc to suppose that the present sw;~llow 
popul;~tion of h'I:~ngonui C o u n ~ y , ~  is 1;1rgely i f  11ot wholly niade u p  of 
succcssivc ge~ler;~tions t l c s c c n d c ~ l ~ ~ l r o ~ n  these eight p i r s .  
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l<sti~blishtnent of swallows on the main peninsula h;~s been most 
successful, especially on its southern hall. By 1960/61 there were already 
ii number of nests around I'ukenui, Kaio antl Motutangi. Skegg, (1962) 
reported four sites between I'aparore antl Kaimaumau and hts most 
northerly nest was about two miles north of Houhora: tliere were reports 
of, sightings from Waihopo (K. Bond) and Paua (D. V. Merton). 
Nests were reported from near T e  Kao in 1'362163, Tangaoke Landing 
atld l ' e  'Paki Koad in 1'364165. On t!ie west coast there was report of 
a nest south of Hukatere in 1960 and of sightings at  the Hluff in 
l!)62, Scott Point and Cape Keinga (A.W.) in 1964. 111 December 
1!)65 we found that the four sites reported by Skegg (1962) between 
l'aparore and I i a i m a u n ~ a ~ ~  were still occupied, plus mother  four sites 
on the same stretch of road; twenty-one birds (not flocked) were seen 
around Ihimaumau. O n  a by-road south of Wailiarara a bridge had 
one old antl three new nests a n d  we saw a flock of twenty-five young birds. 
On or near the road Motutmgi-Ngataki and under Pukenui wharf 
thcre were eighteen nests; every farm in this area seems to have swallows 
nesting under farm bridges o r  on buildings. Three nests were found 
between Ngataki and T e  Kao; near T e  ICao school there were three 
nests under a bridge itround which fourteen birds were flying and 
perching. Other nests were found at  Tangaoke, T e  Kao wharf, south 
o l  I'i~ua road junction and north of T e  Hapua road junction. 

I n  the stretch from Kaingaroa to Mangsnui where Aurere and 
Tokerau nests were recorded in 1958159 and 1959160, Skegg recorded 
in  1961/62 season nests a t  Iiaingaroa, Aurere and .Parapara stream. I n  
1962163 tliere was a nest a t  L i~ke  Ohia and the nesting range extended 
eastwards to Taipa (L.J.B.) . This  eastward extension had continued 
to Cooper's Beach by 1964/65 and to Kohoniaru road junction (east of 
Mangonui) by 1965/6(i. North of the main road there have been 
frequent visual records from various parts of the small peninsula, from 
1959160 onwards. At the time of the solar eclipse in May 1965 
swallows at  Matai Bay were put  to flight each time a' rocket was 
li~unclicci. No search was made for nests in this area but swallows are 
undoubtedly breeding. South of the main road swallows have spread 
inland along roads which follow the course of streams and rivers. I n  
December 1965 tliere was one nest on a road about a mile south of 
lhingaroa, cleven nests a t  eight sites on the road south of Lake Ohia 
and two nests on the I'arapara road. Taipa river divides to become 
l'aranui stream and Oruru river. There were five nests on Paranui 
road, and along the valley of the Oruru river and its tributaries we 
l'ound ten nests, most of them in I'eria district where there is a good 
jwallow population and further search would certainly have added 
nlorc nest sites to the record. 

Swallows are numerous in thc flat lands in the Awanui-Kaitaia- 
Ahilx~ra triangle. No detailed search was made in this area, but the 
total numbcr of nests must be very large; on nine miles of road 
seventeen nests were found at  thirteen main road bridge sites. Swallows 
have spread along the Awanui Kiver and its tributaries as far as Fair- 
burn and Ki~iaka on l ' e  I'uhi stream, Pamapuria in Victoria Valley, 
and south tq Takahue; nowhere in great numbers, but  widely distributed. 

A ridge of hilly forested country lies between Ahipara and Here- 
kino, and it is gcogr;~phic;~lly more convenient to discuss *the Herekino 
swallows along with those o l  northcrn Hokianga. 
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IVkcctrgccrocc Corrctly 

I<eli~tively S I I I ; I ~ ~  in total ilrea, with forest in its north-wester11 
corner i~nt l  itlong 11luc1r of its southern Imuncl;try, Whangi~roa county 
I ~ a s  so far only a limited sw;tllow populatiorl. On the cast coast 
t l~erc have k e n  sincc 1'3(i3 Irequent sightings of sw;~llows at the nlouth 
of 'l'akou Kiver and they prolx~bly l~rectl somewhere in this ;Ire:(, 1,uL 
the ~n;tin concentration is . aroutrd the southern sitle o l  W11;lng;lroi 
l t r l o u r .  T h e  first record for this county is by Skcgg (I!)62), who 
saw three swallows on power lines a t  I'upukc ro;d j u ~ ~ c t i o n .  In 11ece111- 
ber l!)(i5 wc founcl twenty ncsts. Most of these wcre in the lower 
reaches of streams which llow into Wh;ing;iroa h;~rlmur (Kaeo area, 
tllrcc nests; I'upukc river, five nests; Waihapa arcit - west of Waitaruke, 
eight nests); four ncsts were well inland on Otangaroa ro;~cl, up  the 
W;tinui Kiver. 

Hokiotrgcc Corctr ty (ittcllrrlitrg I-leveltirro - sec ~\~fntrgotr lei Corctc ty) 
We know that there were two nests at Herckino ill 195!)/(iO 

se;tso~t. I'rescnt distril~utiot~ o l  swallows lends weight to the lxlief that 
colonisation of Herekino and Whangtpe harbours and part of Hoki- 
angir 11;trbour may have Ixxn ;~ccol~lplishetl by t1csccntl;mts of thcsc 
original pairs. 

I n  December 1965 we found two nests on the Ahipara roatl just 
north of Herckino and thrce nests ut~cler bridges on the southern sick 
of Herekino 11;trbour; another bridge which was occupied in 1963/64 
season was being dismantlctl and rcpli~ccd. Awaroa britlgc has been 
used as a nest site lor some yc;tra. On the milin roatl from Herckino 
past Awaroa bridge to I'anguru turnoff wc founcl eight ncsts, and 
seven ncsts on four miles o l  Diggers Valley ro;d which then climbs 
steeply into hilly country; in 1964/65 there was ;I nest about two miles 
up the W;iiotehuc roatl. -. Awaroa rivcr drains into Whang;tpe Ilarbour. Ihere  was a nest 
at W11ang;tpe; near l'awarenga, on the southern Imnk of Uotokak;thi 
rivcr which is thc other arm o l  Whang;~pe h:trbour, we found six nests 
in Octolxr l!M; tllc big bridge at Kotokakahi u8as occupied in 1963/(i4 
seasoll (K.C.) I ~ u t  is not now used. 111 previous years there have Ixen 
nests under bridges on Kohe roatl, which runs westw;~rtls from near 
Uotokakalri to a point further upstream on  Awilro;~ river, ant1 i l l  

1!)65 two nests were four~tl further inland, north of Kunaruna. 
T h e  steep broken country of Warawara forest lies between 

\Vh;tng~pe harbour antl the klitintiti- I'mguru ro;ttl, but birds now 
nesting at Mitimiti could Iraw come d o w ~  the coast friml W l ~ ; ~ t ~ g i ~ p e .  
A few miles further south is the entrance to Hokianga harbour. 011  

its southern sitle there was a nest near Whirinaki in 196l/(i2 (M.K.) ; 
in December 1965 we found nests at Oue antl near I'aki~nae and birds 
ncstecl at W;tiotem;~ran~;~ (H.K.McK.) ; itcross the harlmur at 1';unguru 
I~irtls have nested since 1YGS/(i4 (K.C.) . 

Furthcr east, M;~ng;~n~uk;t  and Waihou rivers drain into thc 
upper re;~clrcs of Hokiiung;~ h;~rlmur. Two nests wcre l'ountl near 
h4;1ng;umuk;1 in 1965; t l~cre were sightings near h4itngan1uka I~ridgc in 
I!)(i%antl 1964 and near Un~awer ;~  in 1964. West of h.l;~ng;tn~~tka river 
I~irds nested at  ICohukohu in 1963/64, at T e  I<arae in 1964/65, north 
of Kolrukol~u ;tnd near X,lotuk;~raka in 1965/(i(i. Therc were sightings 
I,etwcc~l Kangial~u;~ altd H o r ~ k e  in l!)(iY: in 1!)65 we S O I I I I ~  ;I nest ;I 

milc south of Florckc, five ncsts on i\,l;tr;~ng;~i-I-loreke road :11rc1 two 
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~ ~ e s t s  near Kangiahua, one in a site known' to have been occupied in 
the previous season. T h e  M7aihou river valley runs eastwards nearly 
to Okaihau. I t  seems likely that colonisation of Waihou and Mang;r 
niuka valleys may have been by birds which spread from the abundantly 
popul;~ted area round Okaih;~u and Lake Omapere in Hay of Islands 
County. 

h y  of I s l ( i ~ d s  County  
I n  Hay o f  Islantls as in Mangonui the first record of nesting 

swallows was in 1958/59 season, when two nests were built a t  Waion~io 
(Shanks, 1960). In  1959/60 season birds nested at  Kawakawa (Findlay 
1!)60), and Koss (1960) reports two nests at T e  Iringa, south of Kaikohe; 
he also quotes sight records by Mr. Barrett of Old Bay Road, east 
of Ohaewai, which indicate probable nesting in that area. Mr. Gallagher 
of Kaikohe tells me that he saw his first swallow while duck shooting 
at  Lake Omapere in May 1958. 

I t  is not difficult to build up  a picture of spread which postulates 
progressive radial dispersal of young birds to find new sites at  increasing 
t11st;mces from these original centres. 

East of Waiomio the country is hilly and broken with consic1er;tble 
areas of forest, and spread seems to have been in a southerly direction. 
At Waiomio Shanks (1960) records two nests in 1958/59, three nests 
in 195'3160; in I960 winter i1 [lock of seventeen birds was seen. Four 
nests were occupiecl in 1960/61 and in that season birds were sighted 
at  Towai ;tnd Motatau, both about six miles away in a direct line. 
In  1962163 there were six pairs a t  Waiomio and birds were nesting 
further south at  Akerama, and at  Hukerunui, Whakapara and Hiku- 
rangi in  Whangarei County; there were also nests in the Towai-Maro- 
nlaku-Motatau area. 

ICawakawa birds which nested in  1959/60 may have come from 
Waiomio or  may have been a separate nucleus. Spread from there 
appears to have been westwards to Moerewa, Otiria and Ngapipito, 
south-west to Pokapu and Alatawaia, northwest to Pakaraka and Orama- 
hoe and northeast to Opua and perhaps to Waitangi. Birds sighted at 
Karetu and at  Waikare, east of Opua, are probably an extension of 
this group. 

Old Bay Koatl birds probi~bly spread eastwards towards Paihia, 
westwards to Okaihau and northwards to Kerikeri, where the first nest 
was recorded in 1960/61 season. In 1963164 1 knew of five nests in 
Kerikeri district, in 1964165 eight and in 1965166 fifteen nests. T h e  
birds sighted, and thought to be breeding at  Takou Bay, on the border 
of Whangaroa county, were perhaps the present northern limit of 
this spread; in 1965 five birds were seen on Moturoa island at  the 
niouth of Kerikeri Inlet. 

From the progeny of T e  Iringa birds may have come the Kaikohe 
population and perhaps that around Lake Omapere. I n  any case they 
did wcll, for Koss (1962) records a flock of 100 in February 1962. 
There is good swallow feeding ground at  T e  Iringa and this flock 
may have congrcgated from a wide area; the southern shore of Lake 
Omapere is only about six miles away. Okaihau lies just north of 
Lake Onlapere and as already nientioned swallows have spread from 
there down the Waihou valley and also down the Utakura river towards 
Horcke. From T c  Iringn there has also been ;I southward spread 
towards h,lati~raua and Thrce llriclgcs on the Huchuc stream. 
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A p r t  horn the southward extension from Waiomio i~lready men- 
tioned 1 have not explored this ;weir. 7'he most southerly nest I have 
l'ound was about four ~niles north ol' I<amo. L hare had a report o l  
nesting near Kiponui (1C.K.) ;uid of ;I sighting in August 1964 ;it 
:\waro;i river between Mihangarei and Onerahi (C.W.U.) . No other 
r c l m r t s h v e  been rcccivetl, but it is fairly certain tl~;lt quite ;I n iunlxr  
of nests will be found in the northern halt: of the county, ; ~ n d  perli;q~s 
elsewllere, when ;I se;~rch is made. 

HoDso~r Corltlly 0 1 1 d  Kniprox Hn~Dolc~. 
North ol' Dargaville a sighting was reported in September 1963 

near Marn;~ranui (M.K.). antl ;I nest fount1 near Ahikiwi in 1965 w x  
pllotogr;~pl~ed i~nt l  reported in the local piper. I h v e  Ixcn toltl ol 
nesting at  I)argarille, and in 1965 a bird was seen at Tangiteroria, on 
the I);trg;~~~ille-ll~li:~~garei I>iglirvay. South of D;lrgaville k r e  is an 
icncorifirnretl rcport of sighting at l ' c  ICopuru in 1960, antl I am toltl 
thirt birds nested under bridges in that area in 1965. 

Near I'outu ;I. sw;~llow was seen on 2.ith October 1!)63 (b1.R.). 
l'herc was an unconfirnictl report ot breeding in l!)(i3/64 se;ison: two 
hircls were ~ ~ i ~ t c h e d  feeding over ;I s w m p  on !Mi July l!)f4; in 1964j6.5 
sc;~son :I lmir ticsted in 21 small isol;~tetl pum~phouse and lost two clutc:hes, 
I)ut I I I ; I ~  Iiicve Ii;ld later success as ;I party of five or six birds wxs secn 
;rround the homestcad on 3rd April 1965 (N.,j.B.) . 

At Kaipara South Heact sightings were reported I'roni I l th - 3lst 
M;ly 1963; the following ;~utulnn birds wcre again present up till 10~11 
April IWi4, when three birds were seen (b1.A.W.) . 

7';rpora is on the peninsul:~ which lies east ol' POII~LI  ;I1161 across 
thc Inarbour. Hirds were scen on ;I L~rm at tap or;^ from August 1'3(i4 
( 1  W . )  A Field Study Course was held at  Kaipara in January 1965 
and during the course Miss Goodwin ;111tl Miss Mclntyre found three 
nests (one old, one with one egg, ;und one just st;lrtcd) under it bridge 
on  Island roittl, ;tritl saw eleven or twclve swr;tllows. In .April 1965 two 
xlults were ;trountl the same bridge (K.H.S.) . 

I<aip;~r;~ harbour and the Wairo;~ valley are ideal swallow country 
and a big increase in sw;tllow population m;ty I,e expected. 

1 li;~vc Ixen toltl th ;~ t  I~irtls wcre scen at Leigh, on  the cast 
co;~st about 40 miles north of Aucklantl, a l ~ o u t  1963. but have Imm 
unxble to corlfir~n this. 

Single ljirtls were see11 in the \V;titxkcre ranges near Auck1;ind 
in M;~rcIi 1961 (A.O.E., R.H.S.}, another I)irtl in i\~rckl;~ncl ;trca in  
Octolxr 1963 (K.B.S.) 2nd one at Mangere oxitlation ponds on 1st 
March 19634 (H.K.hiclC.) . 

Three Ijirtls were secn at  Mirantla in April 1!K4 (H.K.McK.). 
?'he swailow apparently re~nainetl in the district. One bird wns seen 
two miles inland on hlay 2nd (F.C.K.) , three were flying over canals 
ant1 fields and under ;I Oritlge otr fi,l;~y IStli, one was over Mir:rnda 
pools on Bygust 14th ; ~ n t l  therc were frequent sightings a t  or near 
the pools fro111 14th Scptclribcr 1964 till 12th Octoljcr l!K5 (H.K.McK.) . 
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Note: On the inset maps dis- 
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Round spots - nest sites in 
areas of scattered occu- 
pation. 
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TVct  ik n to 

During 1963 shooting season sw;~llows were seen three times at 
Wllanganiarino creek, thc largest number on one occasion being twelve; 
some were bathing in sh;~llow water and others were hunting over the 
water for insects. In May 1964 swallows were reported from lakes 
,just north of Waikato river mouth (H.K.McK.).  In 1964165 season 
birds were seen frequently around a house and ;I bridge in Whang,~-  
marino district, but no nest was found (M.I.D.) . In  October 1965 
K. 7'. A d a m  found ;t 1)reetling pair under a humpback bridge on 
Waerenqt-Isl;~nd Block ro;~tl. Further south, betwecn Ohinewai and 
Lake Waikare, a farmer reported that a number of swallows had been 
seen perched on willows in May 196.5. In October ;t nest was found, 
again by K. T. Adans; two pairs were seen in the area in O c t o l m  
(H.K.McI<., K.H.S.). 

Rrty of Plenty 
Ha11 (1960) reportccl a sw;tllow seen hawking over a swamp two 

miles from Matata in March 1959; it was seen at the same place on 
subsequent visits, and in November 1959 three birds were seen over 
another swamp three miles from the original sighting. I 1l;tve n o  other 
information from the district except a note of a possible sighting near 
T e  Puke. 

Howkes l h y  
Hankins (1963) describes a nest under ;I sniall wooden farm, 

1,riclge near W;~ipukur;tu which Ilad Four eggs on 25th November 1962. 
'l'wo chicks hatched, but the nest later came to grief in a flood. A 
recent report t'roni Wildlife Brimch states that Mr. L. V. Hansen, also 
cl' Waipukurau, had a swallow nest on  his property in each season 
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since 19(i2/63. A llock of almut twenty I~ i rds  w;ls secn ;it the  south  
end  of Lake H a t u m a  in lWi3/(il season. I I uve  n o  recent estimate of 
increased popu la t ion  At Hay View, nor th  of Napier,  two birds were 
seen in the period , June  - August 1964 (N.H.M.) . 

T ( I ~ ( I I I ( I / { ~  
Six switllows were seen by M. G. n'l;tccIonalcl and F. C. Kinsky 

on  I 1 th  July I Wl at the  ~nor t th  o f  Waiongana river, hetween New 
Plymouth a n d  M'aitara. l ' w o  or  three birds ;;re reportecl t o  Ii;tve Ixen 
seen a t  the  sittne place by Mr. Hrantlon in the  previous year. 111 July 
I!)(i5 ;I bird was secn a t  Waiong;tn;t river, one  a t  W;iiw;tk;tilio river ~ n o u t h  
;I l ittle further west, itntl o n e  at  New I'lymouth i~ i rpo r t  (h4.G.M.). 

Mn no run t I L  

T h e  first record o l  swallows in M ; ~ n a w ; ~ t u  was when Miss Ngaire 
Shi~iler,  Lake Ko;tcl, Oroua  Ilowna (near Hin~i t tangi )  wrote to  the  late 
h4;1,jor R. A. Wilson in bl;~rcli 1961 saying that  two sw;tllows had been 
;trountl ;I cowshctl for a l ~ o u t  ;I ~ n o n t h .  Hirtls a re  known to  have nested 
in 1962/(i3 se;tsori ;tnd there was a newspaper repor t  ol' a flock ol' 
twelvc birds seen near  Hinx~t:cligi in May 1963. In  1964 there werc 
records 01' sightings fro111 Hinrat;rngi and  Tangimoana,  a t  the mou th  
of the  Kangatikei river, a n d  u p  to  sixteen birds were counted.  I n  
I!)(i.', twenty-two birtls were cocrntecl, mostly in Tangimo;~nit  x e a ;  birds 
I~retl  in a hi~yshetl near  Lake On~;tnuk;t ,  near the road fro111 Himatangi  
to  S;tnson, in 1964/65 season; a nu rn l~e r  o l  birds were seen over some 
oT the numerous  s~~ i ; t l l  lakes I~ctween the  main road a n d  thc  m r s t  in 
e c e e r  I ! .  l ' h e  total populittion in this district ~ i ray  Iw colt- 
sitler;~l)le, I,ut they are difficult to count  (E.11.). 

TVctiwi~crpn 
K. C;tv;rn;rgh reported sightings of qu i t e  ;I few swallows itround 

I'irino;~, s o ~ ~ t l i  o f  Lake Wairaralxt, in 1!)(i3. In h4ay 1!164 ;I bird w x  
seen !'cr_.tlinq over ;I lagoon itbout tliree miles from 1;eatherston and 
Mr. Nix of K;tIiut;tra found what w;ts prolml~ly  an  old nest tha t  year. 
I n  September I!)(i.i a pa i r  was found breeding unde r  ;I Ixitlge Ixtwccn 
Feitthcrston a n d  Mmt in l~orough  (H.I).H.) . 

Cook Stwi t  I.tltr~r (1.s 

Mrs. ,jepson saw two sw;~llows perched on wires on Stephens 
i.sl;tntl in 11econlxr I!Kl (H.D.H.) . On T h e  Hrothers A. Wright  saw 
;I bird Ilying and  pc rch i~ ig  on the  fence near ;I hen r u n  o n  the  morn ing  
o f  16th September lWi4; it ren~ainet l  till  bout 2 11.111. O n  the  previous 
two days there li;~rl Ixen gale force north-west winds a n d  heavy rain:  
on the 16th the wind was southerly, thirty knots, with cloud t lowr~ to  
900 feet, a n d  there had been rain earlier in the  clay. 

Mrrdboro~rgh 
h4y only record from this :trea is of two birds seen flying round  

Smith's Bridge, five miles east of Hlenheim, o n  24th J ~ d y  1957 
(,I. A. Cowie).  

A7el.vorr 
F1e;tther (I!)%) records ;I sighting a t  the  base of F;lrewell Spit 

on  25th Novemlxr  1955. In April 1965 a party of eight birds was 
reported over the lake a t  the  Imse 01 the  S p ~ t ,  a n d  H. 1). Hell saw 
seven I)irtls (probably the  same p r t y )  twelve miles ; t lor~g thc  Spit. 
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A swallow was seen I y  G .  1'. Atl;~niu at Jack5on'u Hay, South 
Wectlantl, on Slst August 1062 (H.D.11 . )  . 

Turbott  (1965) describes the establishment of swallows as breed- 
ing birds around Lake Ellesmere. T h e  first nest, a t  Lakeside, was in 
1961 162 season; I~irds nested there in 1962163, perllaps in 1963/64, and 
in 1!164/65 seasons. Su;allows were seen at Kaituna in January 1963 and 
nested at  Ataahua in 1!)63/64 season. Birds which may have been 
this family were seen four miles from the lake up the Kaituna valley 
in Ikcember 1963. Two birds were seen at i North Selwyn Huts in 
January ;rncl one in early February 1964. 

Henderson (1964) describes a bird observed intermittently from 
November 1963 to March 1964 at  Otatara. Editorial comment was that 
the account and accompanying sketch answered the description of a 
juvenile Welcomc Swallow but " a small patch of creamy yellow on 
the upper tail coverts or very low on the r u m p "  and the description 
of the upper parts as " rich velvety brownis11 black " raises some doubt 
as to whethcr the bird was uot in Pact a Tree Martin. 
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DISCUSSION 
Helore I958 there wcre in northern Ncw Zeali~nd vast areas of 

suitable swallow Ilal~itat, underpopulated by insect-eating birds. Con- 
ditions were ideal for successful colonisatio~i by the 1958 invasior~. 
I'opulation increase has been rapid in the areas of original establishment: 
thcrc 21as already been consitleral~le secondary range expansion which 
will no doubt continuc ;IS long as adtlition;~l ecologically suitable areas 
are av;~ilable for occupation. 

We know that five pitirs bred in 1958/59 at  Aw;lnui, I'aparorc, 
Aurere a n d  Waiomio. Ottier pairs may liavc nested u~~recortletl  at 
I'ukcnui, Tokerau, Herckino and in ICaikohe district. I t  is not possible 
to  estimate the present swallow population of the four northern counties 
with any degree of accuracy, but  in my tr;wcls during 1965/66 season 
1 11i1~e rccortletl 270 nests = 2'70 breeding pairs ;it the start of that 
season. T h e  se;~rch for nests was uritIert;tken primarily as ;In intlcx 
to present distribution, and of necessity was limited to main roads 
and ;I proportion of by-roacls. 1 should be very surprisecl iE I recorcled 
Inore than 25y0 of the nests which actually existed; i f  we accept that 
figure this would give a total of 1080 breeding pairs, about half of 
thcsc in Mangonui County. .I suggest this is not an over-estimate. 

There has been ;I suggestion that the establish~nent of breeding 
populations in Waik;tto, Hawkes Hay, Mmawatu, W;~ir ;~rapa and Can- 
terbury may have been brought about by soutl~ward spread of swallows 
from Northland. As wc have seen, there is as yet no population 
pressure in Nortlilancl which cannot be cased by secondary range ex- 
pansion ill that area; 1 therefore propose alt ;tlternative theory to 
account for thesci later colonisations. 

It may be significant that first sight records for Hay of Isla~ntls. 
IC;~ip;~ra iuntl Waikato were in May, Firth o l  l'11;11nes in April, Hay of 
l'lenty iind Auckland area in  ktarch. 'l'aranaki and Mi~rlhorough birds 
wcre not seen till  ,July but ~llily have been in the are;) for some rime. 
though unobserved. l'resum;~bly the i~utunln n~onths  would be the 
time of northwarcl movement from Tasmania, and strong westerly winds 
at that season could give stragglers assistcd passage to New Zealand, 
where some of the survivors reniainetl to breed. We know that swallows 
;~ppe;~rerl a t  Herekino and lkiitaia about forty years ago, that stragglers 
were collectccl at the Auck1;unrl Islands in 1943 and at Stewart Isli~nrl 
in 1953; a bird was seen at Farewell Spit in 1955, two in ~ ~ l a r l b o r o u g l ~  
in 1957, and thete were sightings at Bay of Plenty in 1'359. I t  seems 
to be generally ;~ccepted t h i ~ t  colonisation o l  Kortlilancl was the result 
of the successful 1958 invasion. The  evidence of straggler records over 
so long ;I period and over s o  wide a11 arca inclines me to the beliel 
th ;~ t  the later colonisations were the result of further successful invasions 
which occurred over the years subsequent to  1958. 

Such information as is available indicates that the populatiot~ 
i~~crease  and spread of swallows in these southerly areas is proceeding 
more slowly than was the case in Northland. 
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SHORT NOTE 
GLOSSY lBISES NEAK CHKISTCHUKCH 

As far as I am aware, the Glossy Ibis (Plegadis firlcinellus) has 
not been previously recorded near Christchurch. 1 therefore thought 
my two local records of this species might be of interest. 

O n  5/9/65 a Glossy Ibis was noticed along the edge of the 
Heathcote-Avon estuary near the South Brighton School. I t  was a 
vigorous feeder. When first seen it  was probing with its beak into 
the saline mud-flats along the water's edge; later it concentrated its 
activity along the edges of a shallow freshwater stream. I n  contrast to 
its ungainly gait, it was a strong flier, with a quick take-off and a 
rapid wingbeat. There was intermittent gliding. 

This  ibis was subsequently seen by Miss 1I.I. Davis and Alan 
Wright on 30/9/65; and again by Miss Davis on 12/10/65. 

An earlier rccorcl is of three Glossy Ibises which I watched feecl- 
ing together just out from the Sumner lifeboat shed on 7/3/58. At 
this time there was a widespread drought in Australia; and Frith ex 
Hoogerwerf recorded a general increase in the wanderings of Australian 
waterbirds. 
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