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EXPERIENCES WITH PARADISE SHELDUCKS 
B31 A t .  E .  IV. FITZGEKALD 

T h e  note on the sexing of I'araclise Sheltlucks (7'. w ~ ~ i e g c t l n )  
(A!otoriri.s Xll ,  244) hits prompted me to submit the following notes 
which are I)asetl u l m i  personal experiences on the " putnice plateau" 
lying to the north oT Lake Taupe antl including Lakes Kotom;ihana 
and  Kerewh;tk;iitu. 'They concern numerous bircls caught as tlownies 
or reared from eggs collecteel from nests, Imth wiltl and tiitile, ;ind 
rc;tretl to ;~dulthootl. 

HEHAVIOUK CYCLE 
:It Christmas-time the birds will be lountl on Kotomalran;~ mtl 

otlicr remote Iakcs, living in peace with each othcr. T h e  ;itlults arc 
then in lull ~ n o u l t  iincl flightless. tI lew ~nonths later tlie urge to 
peg out territories will take ;I 11;1ntl antl (in at least one well authenti- 
c;~tcd c;tse) a female will return to her accustomed ncsting ; m a  accom- 
panied by lour or five niales. Within a week or two there will bc only 
one m d e  with her. H e  ni;iy be the husband of last ycar or he may not. 
I S  a11 is well she will use the satnc ncst as previously, but otherwise 
she may find a new spot more to her liking. Il  the first clutch meets 
with f';tilure she will lose no time ill laying again in the s ime vicinity. 
Iluring November and early Deccnlher the parents will be secn urging 
the chicks to use their wings ;inel giving Hying. lessons. During the 
last 11dI of Ilecembcr the whole family will repair to the t r ibd  lake 
to complete the annual cycle. 

INIIIVIDUAL CHARACTEKlSTLCS 
My notes almut development of chicks are based upon tlowriies 

from ;it least two "wiltl" sources ;IS well as eggs taken Iron1 atnother 
source and reared in captivity. There is therefore little likelihood that 
conclusiotis are the outcome of intlivitlu;tl pcculi;~rities. I formed the 
opinion that all pairs ovcr a wide region commence to lay on  thc 
sxme day though the date may vary from ycar to year. This accords 
with reports that wild shclducks in remote parts ol' Europe and Asia 
are klrmed by the peasantry according to :I pl;tn tlictatecl by their 
priests. T h e  story is that unclergrouncl runways are built with ;in 
access lid over the nest c;ivity; after the ducks have Iiiitl the first egg 
tlie pcoplc are allowed to remove one egg per clay, always leaving 
one in thc nest, until about eight hiive been collectetl; the liens continue 
to lay until they have a normal clutch to sit on  and rear. 

MAl ' ING AND NESTING INSTINCI'S 
Mi!ien the 1;tte Colonel S;iwer took over control of Auckl;intl Zoo 

there were 1'ar;ttlise Ducks in 21 Iargc enclosure which sliowecl n o  in-  
clination to lmxcl. At the same time sevcr;il pairs o l  Egyptian Geesc 
had the frec run of the whole park and regularly brought clutches 
down for caretakers anel patrons to feed. A t  my suggestion the Colonel 
reversed niatters; locking u p  the geese mt l  tlisposing of  the unwanted 
surplus anel gavc two or three pairs of I'arxlise the free run. There- 
after the I'araclise brouglrt h r t h  an annual supply of chicks which were 
tr;ded with overseas zoos I'or specin~ens which Auckhnd wanted. Alter 
his visit to New1 Zealand, C:li;irles 1I;trwin un;lde speci;tl mention of  the 
sex rcwrs;~l  i n  p l u ~ n ; ~ ~  I ~ c l ~ ; ~ r i o u r  ol' I';tr;ttlise. Eurolx;lrt breeders Ira\re 
reported n pronout~cccl ~cuclcncy for rent;ilcs to go iuto eclipsc. Somc 
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have said that it is tlie Ieniale which selects the partner :!nd that mating 
in captivity can best be accomplished by placing one female and several 
m d e s  in the same enclosure. My own experience points strongly in 
that direction. 

CONSTANCY 
7 .  1 he olten expressed opinion that some birds mate for life has 

been applied to I'aradise. I can well believe that there is a tendency 
Eor that to 11;1ppen if there is no interruption to the marital tie. T h e  
older the birds are and the longer the relationship lasts the stronger 
the tie will become. 1 have seen it with pigeons I once owned. When 
an old and long married pair lose one, the other will usually fret 
and fade away, dying of a broken heart. T h e  Paradise hen which was 
kept under close observation by a pumice land farmer and myself 
over a period of six or eight years (1 am convinced it was always the 
same hen though not so sure about tlie male) used always to lay in 
the same hole in a rocky cliff above a small stream. T h e  hole, no 
more than three feet long, was about 200 yards from the homestead. 
Members of the householtl walked past it almost daily and frequently 
looked in and spoke to the brooding bird. One season a batch of 
Indian Runner  duck eggs was substituted for those of the Paradise. 
This  was effected by blinding the hen by torchlight and giving her the 
previously warmed u p  runner  eggs in exchange for her own. T h e  
rlomestic ducks were duly hatched and reared. I t  was truly ludicrous 
to see the efforts made by the parents to induce their children to 
become airborne. I n  the end they flew away, leaving the Runners 
behind. 

I t  was inevitable that, as more and more people got to know 
about this nest someone shoulcl rob it in broad daylight and give the 
sitting hen a bad fright. T h e  male should not have allowed this to 
happen. I t  was his duty and invariable habit to be on sentry go at  
some distance and to give a warning shout whenever strangers were 
approaching, to enable his mate to slip unobtrusively off the nest and 
decoy the intruders away. H e  had not done so for the simple reason 
that he was dead. His  corpse was found later against a wire fence, 
into which he had probably crashed with fatal results. Now, it  so 
happened that there was a tame pinioned Paradise drake in the hoine- 
stead garden which was ellclosed by wire netting. Within a few days 
the widow was seen to alight in the garden and to make friends with 
that male. She soon went to nest again at  a new.site. This  nest was 
also robbed and again an erring husband had failed in his dutyaas 
sentry. T h e  hen was not seen again for several days, but  she then 
came back with about three males in attendance and a little later only 
one was with her. I t  is believed that she nested a third time but 
there is no concrete evidence to support that belief. 

SEXING OF CHICKS 
You are probably familia- with the contrasting stances of the 

d u l t s  when honking. Females hold the head high and at  each clarion 
tall  flick the bill up. hldles, by contrast, hold the head with bill 
horizontal and about two inches from the ground while uttering a 
deep toned grunt. This  stance i\ also used when tame males are 
charging or threatening their human friend or  his dog. O n  one 
occasion I had two b a ~ t a m s  sharing duty 'is fosterers for twelve I',lratlise 
downies which came from a single clutch. Noticing that some of the 
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chicks (only a few days old) adopted tlie head-down stance when 
moving about, I resorted them, giving one hcn six wliicl~ uscd the 
hcnd-tlo.rvn style and they ;dl proved to be tnirles. T h e  other six, 
reared in a sep;mate enclosure, turncd out to  he fcmdes. First featlicrs 
appear on Imxsts at tlie age of five or six weeks when Eenlales can 
usually be clistinguirl~etl by ;L brownisli tinge on their grey breasts - 
males being pure grey. First head fe;~thers of both sexes are black 
antl here thc males frequently 1i;tve a few random whitc flecks. I n  
the fcniales a well defined white edge appears against the beak at  the 
age of nine weeks. At eleven weeks this whitc band has extentlecl to  
about half way from edge to the eye ;tncI a white ring  round the 
eye itself has begun to form. 

My series of photos taken at tlie time shows the fcn~ale of the 
pair at eleven wecks with patclrcs of white appearing at r m d o n ~  
spots and ;inother, when she is six months old, in full adult colours. 

INCUBATION 
In my experience, the period ol' incubation is thirty clays d;~tccl 

Irotn the time o l  placing ;I fresh cold egg under ;I hen or  in an 
incub;~tor. In nittare the first egg of ;I clutch is left exposed to 
atmospheric temperatures lor nearly twenty-four hours ;I clay. As the 
days p;~ss the eggs get ;I leather quilt which conserves the heat g;~thercd 
from the laying hen ;mt[ she spends a n  increasing amount of time on 
the nest. On 1;1ying the pen-ultini;i~e egg she begins, at once, to sit 
in real earnest. Yct she will lay one triore egg (which is never :~llowerl 
to get cold) the next clay (wen two clays later in the case of Scitup) . 
In the case ol' tllc duck tribe, all cggs in the clutch hatch simultaneously. 
How come ? Whcn in doubt ;tl)out the state of inculxition of' cggs 
in a newly discovered nest. the water test is recon~nrendetl. I'lacc tlie 
cggs in still water (in ;I glass bowl is best) . Quite fresh eg-gs will lie 
1mrizont;rlly on the bottom. By tlie end of the first week (if ;dive) 
o f  inculx~tion, they will touch bottom with big end u p  and axis a t  an 
angle of 45 degrees. At  bout two weeks they will tx perpentliculi~r 
ant1 ter~tling to leave the bottom. At three weeks they will be breaking 
surfacc. l h r i n g  the last week they will h a t  atid assume ;in angle of 
itbout 45 degrees with a portion equal to  bout the size oE the origiml 
ilk-spacc ahove the surface. Had eggs will by now olten assume an 
upright position wit11 far too big ;I section :~ l~ove  w t e r  level. Within 
t.hrce or four clays from chipping each egg will show that tlie livc 
chick within is nloving (be careful to avoid clisturbancc l)y your Imath  
or other breeze while olxerving) and during the fini~l two rl:tys the 
chick will be giving distinct kicks. He careful not to test on tc  ttic 
egg lias chipped. Else you may drown the chick. 

AN INCIDENT 
O n  one occasion T gave Paradise eggs to a broody htuscovy. T h e  

day after they hatched they escaped from their coop antl went to a 
lone I'aradise female running loose in our orchard. She promptly 
i~dopted them and, in due course, reared tlleni. This  female, which 
Itad ;tlw;tys preferred my cc~mpany to tint of any of the males I had 
introduced to her, h i d  ncver mi~tetl nor ever laid an  egg. 

[It is n pleasure to  publisli these coninlents from one of our ~ c v  
senior nrernbcrs. Mr. Firzger;~lrl has oftcn been urged to describe his 
experiences with New Ze&rid waterfowl. To quote his own words: 
" l ' h c  I'itct t h t  I served with the 7th N.Z.M.12. in the South African 
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War will help to carbon-date me ;rnd go to show that at least part of 
my activities belong to that golden cra when it was not a crime to 
rob nests and to rear the chicks as pets. There was the time when I 
had to show Guthrie-Smith my collection of live Hrown Duck to con- 
vince him how plentilul they still were from Waipu northwards, where 
they were being called "Hlack T e a l "  and the occasion when I accom- 
panied Edgar Stead to Waipu in order to convince him, too. I also 
set Stead on the road to breed hybrid Kakariki." - Ed.] 

ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST FROM THE 
13th ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

NEW ZEALAND BIRD BANDING SCHEME 

On 1/4/62 the Dominion Museum, Wellington, assumed full 
responsibility lor the Handing Scheme, which the O.S.N.Z. had initiated 
in 1946. As the scheme expanded, annual reports were issued. For 
thc sake of continuity the present report is called the thirteenth. It 
covers 32 p;rgcs. 

During the year cnding 31/3/63, 80 species were banded including 
the following. species not banded before with N.Z. rings:- Fulmar 
I'rion, Wedge-tailed Shearwater, Hlack Petrel, Cook's Petrel, Goultl 
Petrel, Retl-tailed ,Tropic Bird, Stewart Island Shag, White-faced Heron, 
Austrdian Hittern, Antarctic Tern,  Yellow-breasted Ti t ,  South Island 
Kobin, Cirl Hunting., T h e  total of species now banded within the N.Z. 
schcme stands at  114. More details of a Goultl I'etrel which visited the 
Krotliers Isl;rncls, would 11;lve been welcome. 

T h c  transit of the South Pacific by young Royal Albatrosses is 
further confirmctl by three rccovcries from Chile. Two White-cappec! 
Mollyniawks were reported in South Africa, one more than five years 
after being Ix~ndetl off Cape Campbell. Six Cape Pigeons Imxled in 
Cook Strait were recoverctl more than six years later from widely 
scattered localities; ant1 anothcr rlnged in August in the Tory Channel 
whaling station had travelled to Laurie Island, South Orkneys, within 
two months. Did it return to its breeding station by the E.S.E. or the 
W.S.W. route, 6000 miles cither way? Two Giant Petrels banded as 
nestlings at  Signey Island, South Orkncys, reached New Zedand within 
six months. 

T h e  usual crop of inmature Gannets from the Austra1i;lu coast 
between Queensland and South Australia is reported. 

If we may leave the oceanic wanderers for a moment to mention 
a very much earth-bound species, remarkable ,perseverance in homing 
was shown by a young Weka which tramped 80 milcs from Puketapu 
(H.B.) back to hlanutuke (P.B.) . 

T h e  pattern of gull and tern movements is slowly becoming 
clearer. While some young Black-backed and  Red-billed Gulls wander 
southw;~rtls in their first autumn, there is a marked tendency for Hlack- 
I~illctl Gulls to nlove northwartls. Further evidence is provided for the 
norc11w;rrd movement of young Caspian Terns. Two more White-frontctl 
Terns h v e  bccn found in New South Wales at  the end of their first 
year. 

- K.U.S. 


