
SHO$T NOTES 

SHORT NOTE 
AMERICAN TYHIMBKEI, (HUDSON I A N  CUULEW) 

IN F I R T H  01; T H ~ \ I \ , I E S  
( I )  T h e  fi,rst o C  R-I;lrch 1964 was it dismal clay. ~ ' c ; t \ $  clbucls hut lg  
low over the Firth of Tlranles itnd ;IS with two friends, I ; tppro;dletl  
1 r 1 1 l 1  c i t y  rain set I .  For 1n6st of t11c morning visibility w;ts 
~ c i l ~ i c e t l  to  ;I few y;trcIs in the driving rain,  ,l)ut ire were fortunate enough 
to"strike two clcitr spells i ~ i  the  course o l  o u r  visit. 7 'he  first, a t  t l ~ g  
old 'lime-wjorks, was just ' long enough lor  us' to  lJick o u t  two l ' e rek  
S:untlpipers Cossicking actively ;11ong t h e  Ili~nks (?l :I mob  ,of Wrybill. 
l ' l w  second t ime whe11 thc rain lilted I~rielly, wc were' nloving  long 
the foreshorc near  M~ait;tk;truru tow;trtls ICairito. Hy this titnc the title 
w;ts well o n  the el111. i\ll along the receding titlelinc wttlers werc 
sc;ttteretl including a t  least six Longbilled C:urlews (Ar. t n n t / n g t ~ . r c t r ~ i ~ ~ i ~ s i ~ r )  
tlistributetl ittnong thc  Cotlwits. Sonle I~untlretls  o l  yards awty to  o u r  
r ight ;I birtl jumped u p  hotly pursued by ;I Gotlwit ;tnd llew t o w ~ r t l s  
us, conling to  rest directly ahe;itl, 11ot twenty feet Iron1 ;I Curlew. T h e  
bird w i~s  ol~viously ;I M7hin1brel I)ut ;IS it Iantletl n o  pale markings o n  
the Ixtck werc ;tpl,iirctrt. Sincc nly sclroo1tl;tys I always now take particuliir 
note oL' thc ~n;lrklngs on the  I~itck of any W h i m l ~ r e l  which I encounter,  
hoping to detect  ;I tlitrk lower Ix~ck ant1 ru tnp without any pitle ~nitrkings, 
this being the  distinctive field char;~cteristic of tlic H u t l s o n i ; ~ ~ ~  W h i m l ~ r c l  
(Ar. phneopxs 1rtrtlso~ric~i.c). T h i s  birtl woultl no t  allow m y  closer 
;1ppro;t(:11 tlrmr ;L I ~ u n d r e d  yitrds o r  Inore before flying. Twice  without 
succcss 1 tried to  ;tppro;tch closer. T h e n  the rain set in once Inorc, 
itntl the W h i n ~ b r e l  tlis;tppe;~rctl into thc  gloom, winging its way some- 
whcrc in the  tlirec-tion of Mi r i~n t l ;~ ,  ;~rl'tl we rctirctl to  the  car. In most 
respectstthis M'himbrel closcly resemblctl a n  Eastern W h i ~ n b r e l  (vtcn'egritlc.r) 
in size, shape antl colouri~tion,  I ~ u t  in pl;tce of' the usuitl pic back 
extending u p  between the  wings, this birtl tlispl;~yetl 21 uniformly dark  
uppe r  surface as it flew away o n  both occasions when I 11ad attempted 
to app ro ;~ch  it. It was very restless ; I I I ~  clwse to stay apa r t  Ironr o ther  
i r  O n  O h i w t  Harlmur,  Bay of I'lcnty, in 1949, A4cKenzic ;tlso 
lountl this sub-species of W h i n ~ l ~ r c l  w r y  wary, repor t ing  (Notornis IV, 
20) tlr:tt " M u c h  weary rowing, ou r  athletic youth being many years 
p s t ,  could ;tlnlost hitvc c-onvincctl us t l ~ t  tllis w;~rincss wits indeed 21 

v;tlu;tl)le identification nlems." 
? - l h e  Mihimbrel was reported only once ;tg:tin, o n  ce'nsus day, 

May 17, OII  the  same strctcll of coast. 
- a,r. j. HOCC 

(I,) O n  17/5/64 Stewart I'ayne, 111y Iiusb;t t~l ,  1. A. Brown, o u r  
children,  Citroline anti Mason, antl 1. visited the l<airito shcllb;t~nk a t  
" Wrybill Reitch." O u r  task was to cover this ;tre;l for the  I!J(i4 winter 
census of the I < ; ~ i : u ~ a - ~ l ' l ~ ; t ~ n ~ c s  coast. T h e  weitthcr was it niixturc oC 
sunshine and  scattcretl showers and ;I sudden squ;tll Iiatl given us ;I 

brief wetting. I;ortun;ttely it h;td cleared away, enabl ing  us to count  
the birds, mainly \Yrybills (Atltr~1ryrrclrtr.s fwrrlnlis), tha t  were present. 
W e  h;ld found two well colouretl Curlew Smdpipe r s  (C. fevrlrgii~etr) 
a n d  d s o  two Te rek  Sar~tlpipers (Xeu~rs  cirrewris), the  bright orange-yellow 
legs of thc Iattcr be ing rellected in the wet ~ n u t l  as tlic title e l~hc t l  
;rnd they moved o u t  to  feed. 

l n o k i ~ t g  lxlck Irom o u r  position l~alf-w;~y along t l ~ c  shcllbank, I 
noticed ;I Long-billed Curlew (AT. ~r~crtlng-trsccr~.iet~sis) on the  mud to  the  
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1;rndw;rrd side of the shelllxtnk and a l ~ o u t  ;I hundred yards north of 
us. T h e  bird got up in sutltlen al;trm, giving its distinctive call and 
we all saw that it was being ch;tsetl by a smaller bird. T h e  attacker 
was similar to the Asiatic Whimbrel (hr. phaeopzrs unriegntvs) which is 
known to us, but this bird was entirely brown on its upper surface and 
without noticeable barring (H.H.). An excellent view was obtained 
by ;dl of us ;IS it swept closely past. T h e  flank was creamy fawn (R.H.) 
m t l  the legs trailed behind the tail (1 .A.R. ) .  T h e  bill was long and 
curved down;uncl the flight rapid and powerful. I t  gave no call. When 
later we joined other parties at the census base at  Miranda to hand 
in our tally cards, Mr. H. I<. McKenzie, on our evidence, confirnnecl 
our identification of the bird as :In American Whimbrel or Huclsonian 
Curlew ( N .  phneoprrs k1rt1sonic1r.r). H e  stated that it was almost certainly 
the same bird which had been seen and described a short time before 
and in the same vicinity by M. J. Hogg. 

- BE'I'H RKOM'N 

NOTICES 
KEQUESTS FOR INFORRIATION 

T h e  spect;tcul;tr spre;td of the White-faced Heron (Awiea 
~~ovcrelrollcl?i.(line) appears to be wntinuing. Information on  the estab- 
lishnient of new colonies, the size of flocks, changes in local population, 
should I I ~  sent to:- Mrs. A. L. K. Carroll, Wildlife Resc;trch, 

Dept. Internal AtFairs, Wellington. 
A special study of the New Zealand Thrushes (Ttcl-nngrtr), tlncir 

discovery, Iiabits, cleclinc, etc., is' being made by Mr. I). G. Medw;ty. 
who would he gr;~teful to receive any information which mentbers m;ty 
lxtvc of unpul~lishetl records or out-of-the-way references. His ;ttltlress is: 

P.0. Box 476, New Plyniouth. 
FIELD GUIDE 

hlembers niay be interested to know that the 1ong.promisctl 
" Ficld Guide to the Hirtls of New Zea1;tncl " has reached the pge-proofs 
stage and should be avai1;rble within a few months. 

LITERATURE AVAILABLE 
Back Numbers of Notornis a t  .5s. each. Large orders for full or part sets 

at  special prices. 
Reprints of " Kermadecs Expedition. Nov. .196.&'' by -A: -T. -Edgar, at  4/6d. 
O.S.N.Z. Library Catalogue, 70 pp., at  5s. 
Banding Reports, Nos. 8 - 14. 5/- each. (Nos. 1 - 7 a re  -incorporated in 

early journals). Order from Mrs. H. R. McKenzie, Box 45; Clevedon. 

DONATIONS f o r y e a r  Ending 31/12/65 
Cash: McLaren I. G., £2; St. Paul E., ~ a l l o p  C. P., Parsonson C. F., 

Broun W. J., Nuttall A., £1; Fagan J. A,, Todd A. Wightman G., 
lo/-; Smaller amounts totalling E1/7/7. 

Field Study Courses: Cragg A., £5/12/6; Mackenzie N. B., £2/11/-; 
Fooks L. E., E2/5/6; McKenzie H. R., E1/7/-. 

Photographs: Bell B. D., Blackburn A., Dominion Museum, Flux J. E. C., 
Harrow G., Merton D. V., Morgan B. and  J., Wright A. 

Officers' Expenses: Boeson B. E.. Beach Patrol., 16/2; Brathwaite D. H., 
Checklist, 10/2; Miss M. M. Neill, Nest Records, account not kept; 
Sibson R. B., Editor, account not kept. 

Back Numbers of "Notornis." Etc.: Duguid Mrs. F. C., 42; Gittos S., 20; 
Maninq A. H. M., 5: Munro A.1.. 50; Southerill E. H.. 24; 
Tunks Miss E., 9. 


