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NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF TUTUILA, 
AMERICAN SAMOA 

1ly KOGEl i  B. C L A P P  nnrl FRED C .  S I B L E Y  

Paper number 10, Pacific Ocean Biological Survey Program, U.S. National Museum, 
Washington, D.C. 

Very little information has been published on the present status, 
numbers antl habits of Tutuilan birds. Ashmole (1963) published ;I 

compendium on the birds of the Samoan lslantls based primarily on 
literature sources and on specimens in the Bernice 1'. Hishop Museum, 
Honolulu. Her  paper and two short annotated lists (Keith, 1957, mnd 
Dunmire, 1960) , comprise all recent publications that present information 
on the birds of Tutuila. l ' he  purpose of this paper is to present 
supplenlentary observations made by members o l  the Smithsonian Pacific 
Ocean Hiological Survey I'rogram from 1963-1965. 

Smithsonian field parties visited Tutu i l ;~  six tinies from 1963 to 
1965: November 8-12, 1963, March (i-10, 1964, ,July 3-6, 1!)64, October 
28 - November 1, 1964, Felxuary 21-25, 1965, antl .June 6-10, 1965. 
Although our primary purpose in visiting Tutuila was not bird study, 
we made many incidental observations and collectecl 4:) specimens, most 
of them lanclbircls. 

Our  olxervations did not cover ;dl p r t s  of Tutuil:~, ancl some 
areas were visited much more I'req uenrly rh;rn others. Wc made 
ol~servations at I'ago I'ago International Airport and along the coast 
road running west from Pago Pago to the airport on almost all visits. 
On  most visits we walked the dirt ro;rtl from the west end of Pago Pago 
Harbour up to the ridge over which the roatl passes toward the village 
of Fapsa .  T h e  east end of the island, :mtl the mountain ride to the 
north of I'ago I'ago Harbor, the reservoir about ;I mile southwest of 
Pago Pago, antl the west end of l'utuiln were visited less frequently. 

? 7 I h e  airport area nncl coast road m c l  the pass to the windward 
side are perhaps the two most rewrt l ing locations for the bird watcher. 
At the airport, Handed Rails are 110th comnlon anel tame, ancl a great 
variety of small landbirds, including the Cardinal Honeyeater, White- 
collared Kingfisher, and Wattled Honeyeater may be seen here in 
scattered patches of forest. Among the species which may be seen with 
relative ease along the coast ro;d are the White-collarecl Kingfisher. 
Wattled Honeyeater, Reef Heron, and various species of sJlorebircls. 

Intersecting the pass an  uncon~pletetl ro;~tl follows the I-itlge o f  
F. mfa t i  . ‘  Mountain to the north. From this road syiltlets, kingfishers, 
honeyeaters, both starlings, and other species may be easily olxerved. 
T h e  Purple Swaniphen may also be found in this area. On almost 
every visit a small number of large fruit bats were seen flying from 
ridge to  ridge or roosting in large trees along the road. 

T h e  reservoir, about a mile south of Pago I'ago antl near the 
Imse of I'alapalaloa Mountain, may be visited by I'ollowing :I path Iron1 
Pago Pago which :rscencls and crosses the ritlge of 1Ll;it;ri IClountain. 
T h e  path up  the ritlge is very steep but is Fairly, level and is partially 
paved Iron1 the top of the ridge to the reservoir. A walk along this 
path provides the best opportunity for close looks at landbirds, particu- 
larly the two fruit cloves. 
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Our observations on the birds are g-iven in two annotated lists 
below; the first gives our observations on migrants and resident land- 
birds; the second, our observations on the seabirds. An account is 
given under each species of the number of specimens collected and of 
such data on gonad clevelopnlent and stomach .contents as may be 
relevant. 

We wish to express our thanks to other members of the Pacific 
I'rogranl who iillowed us to use their field notes, particularly Lawrence 
N. Huller and C. Douglas Hackman; and to acknowledge our indebtetl- 
ness to Dr. Philip S. Humphrey, who ;illowed us time from our other 
duties so tlxtt we might make these observations. 

PAR7L' 1 - NO-I'ES ON T H E  TvIIGKANTS i\ND LANDHIKDS 

COLDEN PLOVER (Plirz~inlis rlominicn) 
Few Golden Plovers werc seen on any visit to l'utuila. We 

recorded 5 to 10 birds in I'ago Pago 11;irbor in November 1963; 15 to 
20 nexr the ;rirport in Iuly I!)f4; and 3 on the windward shore near 
the village of Miisa~~si  on Octol~er 29, 1964. 

RUDDY TURNSTONE ( A l - e n n h  in1erpre.v) 
We recorded this sliorebird less frequently than either of the 

other common shorebirds, the W;~ntlering 1';ittler and Golden Plover. 
Four were seen on November 10,  1964, near the ;tirport, and a small 
Hock w;ts present there in July 1964. 

Although this common Central 1';rcific sllorel,irtl must I~ave been 
seen in the past by other olxervers on l 'u tui l ;~,  we hitvc been able to 
find no p~il)lisl~etl record of its occurrence there. 

HRIS1'LE-THIGHEI) CURLEW (N~trnen iirs tnhitieusis) 
Only ;I single Bristle-ihighetl Curlew was seen during our visits 

t o  l ' ~ ~ t u i l ; t .  On  November 10, 1963, ;I single individual was seen in 
; I I I  ope11 field ne;tr the airport. It has not Ixen previously recorded 
from T u t u i l ; ~  ;rnd is presu~nitl~ly a rcl;ttively uncommon migrant. 

WANDERING T A T T L E R  (Helcroscel~rs incnriir.~) 
W;intlering Tattlers have been seen with relatively greater 

frequency than any other sliorel~ird species on 'I'utuila. They were 
usually Found feeding along the rocky shoreline, either singly or in 
pairs. In Novenll,er 1963 one was seen at about 800 feet on the ridge 
west of I'ago Pitgo, feeding along a fast-Howing moiintitin stream. 

KEEF HEKON (Egl-eltn scrcrn) 
Keel Herons were seen on :iln~ost every visit but werc most 

: I ~ I L I I ~ ~ ; I I I L  in July 1964 and F e l ~ r u q y  1!>65, when small roosts were 
found on Fuii Rock, a small islitncl just southwest of the nlout l~ of 
Pago Pago Harbor. O n  luly 3, 1964, about 10 herons roosted on this 
island; in February 1965 about 15 roosted there, one of which was 
collected on February 24 (USNM 494401). 

Smaller numbers werc seen on other visits. On  November 10, 
1963, 4 Keel Herolls were seen feeding in the rocky shallows near the 
c:o;rst road thai leads from I'ago 1';rgo to the airport: on October 29, 
1964, 2 werc seen on n small peninsula near the ro;rd east from Pago Pago, 
and a few others were seen along the runway at the airport and in 
Pago Pago harbor. All of these birds have been dark-plumage morphs. 
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I3ANL)ED RA l L  (I<crll~r.s /~lrillippeir,si,s) 
I3;11itlctl Kails werc seen on caclr visit, ol'tc~l a t  lower I c \ ~ l s  but  

I'rcqilcntly well on the mount;tinsitlcs. l ' hcy  were ;111~1ntl;tnt in the 
vicinity ol' the a i rpor t  where 7 or  8 rails could be see11 in ;I Sew hours. 
'l'hc Hantlctl Kails in this area arc c x t r c ~ t ~ c l y  tanlc and  may be seen 
walking ;trountl p r k c t l  vcl~iclcs much like tlonlcstic poultry. l 'hcy arc 
I I I U C I ~  nlnrc (~0111111011 011 l ' ~ t t u i l ; ~  tl1;1n the I'urplc S W ~ I I I ~ ~ I ~ I I .  i\ single 
l'cn~;tlc (USNR4 4!)3500) collcctctl 0 1 1  h~larcli 8, 1!)64, h ; ~ d  ; I I I  owtry 
13 111111. 1011g. 
I'U KI'LI.: S\VAR.II'I-I EN (I'or/)lryrio /)or/) l tyrio) 

Despite Ashmole's st;ttcnlcllt that  I'urplc S w a l n p l ~ c ~ ~ s  arc " ;I very 
conllrron I~irt l  fou l~ t l  o n  all the [S; I I I IO;I~]  islal~tls," we saw this bird 
rather inlrcqucntly. O n  Novcnlbcr 10, I!)(i3, ;I s i~ lglc  birtl was Ilusl~ctl 
ou t  o l  tlcnsc vcgct;ttion a t  about  1000 Iect on  the nor th  side of 
I';tlap;~l;tlo;t hIountain.  W e  saw another on  July 5, 1964, on  thc w ; t r  
side of this pass above fag as;^ and  several more on  the ritlgc soutl~citst 
of Fatil'ati R3ountain in June  1965. 

Native inlornlants state that  l ' ~ ~ r p l c  Swampliens I'rcqucntly perch 
i l l  b ; tn ;~n ;~  trees m t l  Seed o n  the ripe bananas. 
CKlh4SONCKOWNED F K U l T  DOVE (P1ilinop11.s porplryrc~ceus) 

T h e  fruit  pigeons were common in forested ; w a s  o n  l 'utuila but  
werc tliHicult to observe since their plulnitgc blended cxccptioniilly well 
with the l'olii~gc. Nearly all fruit  pigeons seen and  iclentifiecl were of 
this species, which is perhitps Irom 20 to 30 times as numerous 011 

l ' u t u i l i ~  its the M;tny-colored Frui t  Dove. 
i\ single specimen (USNh4 495761) was taken J u n c  7, 1965, 

in the reservoir wlley. l 'h is  birtl hacl enlarged testes (ISnlnl.) a ~ ~ t l  
wcigl~ed 108.6 grams. 
MANY-COLOKEII FKU 1-1' DOVE (l'liliiropzts perou.sii) 

A single specimen (USNM 495762) collected June  7, l!)(i5, o n  
the south Hank o l  pal it pal it lo;^ Mountain,  and  another  bird seen thcrc 
the s;unc tl;ty constitute the only Pacific 1'rogr;um records o l  this species 
o n  l ' u t u i h .  T'hc spccinlcn h;ld enlarged testes ( I3  mm.) a~ntl weighed 
108.6 grams. 
I't\C:II;lC P IGEON (Dtrculn p(ici/ico) 

O n  most o l  o u r  visits we saw 1 1 0  I'acific I'igco~is. 1kh1.e  the 
,lutlc l!)65 visit we had seen I'acific I'igcons only once: ;L sitlglc birtl 
o1)scrvctl I l y i ~ ~ g  over l:i~til';tti h3ount;tin on July 5, 1'364. I n  J u n c  1965 
H u l m  saw a t  least 20 of these bircls, olten Ilying singly Irom ritlgc 
to ritlgc. W e  I1aw never seen 1 ; q c  llocks such as those tlcscribctl by 
\sl11111c ( I ! )  O n  this same visit, Huller met ;I g roup of hunters who 
I1:ltl shot thrcc pigcons. It is likely that the low I'acific Pigcolt 
~ x ~ l x t l a t i o n  is ca~rscd by hunt ing pressure. 
l..ON<;-'I'AILEII C U C K O O  (Urorly~rcr~tris Inile~rsi .~) 

T h i s  species was seen only inlrcquently by 1';lcilic I'rogratll 
personnel a n d  is aplx~rcnt ly  not  very numerous on l ' u tu i l ;~ .  O n  
November !), 1963, we saw ;I single bird flying between l':tl;tpalitlo;~ 
h4ount;tin and the ritlgc west o l  Utulnoa Stream. T w o  more were seen 
the following October on  the riclgc between Filiae and  Lc;tcno Mountains 
or1 the cast cncl of the island. O n e  of these, an  adul t  made (USNM 
493949), was collected on  October 30, 1964. Another cuckoo, an 
immitturc male (USNIL1 495734), was collected o n  J u n e  8, 1965, as 
i t  sat i n  a dcnsely leaved tree on  the side of' Fatifati Mountain.  
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l ' h e  adult male's stomach contained two locusts and crab and 
fish remains, indicating that the bird had been feeding along the shore. 
(Native informants state that these cuckoos are often terrestrial and 
are frequently seen walking along dirt roads). T h e  weight of the 
;ttlult was 135.3 grams, that o l  the immature, '30.1 grams. 

HAKN OWL ( T y t o  albn) 
On October SO, 1964, we were given a specimen that had becn 

killed about a week before. Agricultural entomologist Neal Spencer 
obtained the specimen from a native hunter who had shot it for food. 
71'hc specitncn, a fen~ale, (USNM 493942) was not in breeding con- 
dition (ovary: 5nin1.) . 
WHITE-RUICIPED SWIFTLET (Colloculia spotliopygia) 

Swiltlets were seen frequently on each visit to Tutuila, and they 
wcrc pitrticularly abundant along the cliff faces on the ridge west of 
l'ago l'ago. On November 9, we saw several hundred swiftlets in  this 
iirea, but on March 7, 1964, they were nluch less numerous, perhaps 
50 in all k i n g  sighted. 

We watched its they sailed by on slightly tlownbent wings, flapping 
much less than the North American Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica). 
For the most part they were silent, but occasionally they gave high- 
pitched " twi-tweet " notes. 

A single specimen a male (USNM 493502) collected March 7, 
1964, showed n o  sign of gonad enlargement (testes: 2mm). 

WHITE-COLLAKED KINGFISHEK (Halycon chloris) 
We have seen Kingfishers on each visit, and they are probably 

more numerous than our observations would indicate. Secretive and 
inconspicuous, they are usually noticed only in  flight o r  on exposed 
perches. O n  November 8, 1963, we saw 6 to 8 birds perching on  
telephone wires along the coast road from Pago Pago to the airport. 
Similar numbers have been seen on each visit. 

O n  March 7, 1964, the senior author found a nest with young 
near the top of a 10 loot high mud bank on the ridge crest west of 
I'ago I'ago. Although we could not reach the nest, the chorus of 
Ilarsh notes given by the young and their presence at  the burrow 
entrance indicated that they were well grown. Their  calls, a series 
of buzzy, rasping, " a-a-a-11" notes, easily audible more than 50 yards 
from the nest, continued incessantly - even when the adult birds were 
not present. A green lizard 2 inches long and a large green insect 
resembling a katydid were among the food items brought to the young, 
which wcre fed by both adults. 

Five specimens were collected, two on March 7, 1964 (USNM 
493484, 493485) ; two on March 8, 1964 (USNM 493482, 493483), and 
one on June 8, 1965 (USNM 495759). None had enlarged gonads. 

Two green katydids and the head parts of a large bettle were 
found in the stomach contents of one specimen (USNM 493483). 

KED-VENTED BULBUL (Pycnonotus cafer) 
Keith (1957) recently reported that this species was common on 

Upolu, where it was presumably introduced (Ashmole, 1963). When 
we first visited Tutuila on Nevember 8, 1963, from 3 to 5 of these 
bulbuls were seen in the tops of the palms and on the telephone wires 
in the centre of Pago Pago. I n  June 1965, the Red-vented Bulbul 
was numerous in  Pago Pago, and several individuals were seen in the 
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hills bordering Vaitapo V;dley south of the town. This  suggests th;tt 
Kctl-vcntctl Hulbuls eventu;~lly may be found throughout the island. 

This  species has not been previously recorded from l 'utuila and 
~ ~ e ~ t m a l ~ l y  was introduced somctime alter 1'357. (Dunmire visited the 
isl;~nd in 1960 but confined his obscrv;ltions to thc c.o;~st ro;ttl rlorthwcst 
o l  1';tgo 1';1go) . 
h3t\0 (Gy  ~t?trottryzf~ sctnroertitr) 

Despite prolonged searches on scveral visits, R4;cos wcrc t~citllcr 
seen nor 11e;trtl by Pacific 1'rogr;tni personnel. At present M;tos arc 
either vcry rare on Tutuila or have bccn cxterniin;~tctl from the isl;tt~tl. 

WA'I'TLEII HONEY-EATEK (Fo~t leh io  ccr~~orc~~ln lcr )  
71'his vcry cotllmon Samoan species was the most cotlspicuous I ; I I I ~  

I>irtl, oltcn found in noisy flocks o l  8 to 10 birtls in brushy secotltl 
growth. As Inany ;IS 40 or 50 wcre scen in the course of ;I single 
day's observations. Eleven specimens were collected, 7 on Mi~rcli 7 and 
8, 1964 (USNM 493186 - 4'33492), 3 on October 29 mcl 30, 1'364, and 
I o n  Junc  7, l!165 (USNM 4!)5760). None of these birds h;~tl enlarged 
gonads. 

Ct\Kl)lNAL HONEYEATEK (~Vlyzo~t~eltr  ccrrtlirr(r/i.s) 
0 1 1  each visit Cardinal Honeycaters wcre regu1;trly sect1 it1 stuall 

t~umbcrs at  the lower clcvations, ;~lthough thcy wcrc more numerous 
at  the upper elevations, p;irticularly near the tops o l  Mat;~l'ao I'ci~k. 
where thcy wcrc usually the only landbirds seen. l 'hey were common 
also in the vicinity o l  the airport, where about 15 werc scen otl 
November 10, 1963. 

Ashmolc (1963) stated: " Apparently t l ~ r c  arc niany more malcs 
than females seen." At lower elevations our observations corroborate 
her statement, but we found that near the mountaintops females and 
immatures outnun~bered males 4 or 5 to 1. 

An adult male (USNM 493501) was collected on March 8, 1961, 
ancl another adtrlt male (USNM 495758) w:ts collectecl on J u n c  8, 1965. 
Neither h ; ~ l  cnlargccl testes, ; u ~ d  the latter specitncn w;~s in heavy molt. 

I'OLYNESII\N STARLING (Afilonis tnbue~rsis) 
This starling is decidedly less comnion on l 'utuila t h t ~  its cotl- 

gener, the Samoxn Starling. While sn~al l  nurnbers oT Polytlesian Starlir~gs 
have been sccn on every visit, the S;rnloati Starling is about 50 times 
;IS tiuInerous. 

Two specimens were collected on March 8, 1964. One of these, 
; I  fen~ale (USNhfI 4934!)9), had an enlarged ovary (10 n m . ) ,  the other, 
;I ride (USNM 493498) , had small testes (3 mm.) . 
SAMOAN STAKLING (Aplonis nt~ifusczts) 

Samoim Starlings commonly were seen everywhere from sea level 
up into the mountain forest. I t  is a noisy and conspicuous species. 

Eleven specimens, 9 of them males, were collected, 5 in March 
1'364, 3 in October 1964, and 3 in J u n e  1965 (USNM 493493-493497, 
498059 - 498061, 495755 - 495757) . Gonads were neither fully developed 
in A4;trch (testis: 4 - 8 n m .  in 3 birds) , nor in October (testes: 6 - 8 mm. 
in 3 birds). T w o  of 3 males collected in June,  however, had 11 nim. 
testes, suggesting a summer breeding season. Weights of the 3 October 
males were 132.3, 147.5, and  158.5 grams, while the 3 J u n e  males 
weighed 144.0, 135.5, and 151.0 grams. 
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011 three tlelxwturcs Irom Tutuila we made counts oL all birds 
scen on our cruise track Irom the mouth of I'ago l'ago harbor for a 
distance of 10 miles. T h e  numerical results of these counts are given 
in the t;~ble below. I'hc ;~nnotated species list following the table 
contains observatiot~s m d c  both on the island and oKshorc. 

TABLE I N~unl,crs ol Hirtls See11 Offshore .l'utuila, An~erican Samoa 
Dates and Periods oE Observation 

Mar. 10, 1964 Nov. 1, 1964* June  10, 1965 
Spwies (09%-1030) (I 100-1 130) (0930-1040) 

Werl~e-tailed Shearwater .... I - - 

Unidentified Shearwaters .. 7 .- - 
l'liocnix Island Petrel ? ...- - - 1 
White-tailed Tropicbird .... - - 1 
Ked-footed Booby ---- 2 - 7 
Brown Booby . . .. . . .. 7 - 3 
Con~mon Notldy ...- .... G S  84 42 
Fairy T e r n  . .  ..._ .... 6 15 100XX 

* Inclutles observations for only the first five miles. 
"*  During this count Fairy l 'erns  were too numerous for accurate 

enumeration. Thc figure given in the table nlcrely represents the 
order ol magnitude. 

ANNOTATED LIST 

WEDGE-TAILED SHEAKWATEK (Puffinus pnci/icus) 

This  species was tnost ;rbundant off Tutuila during the winter 
months. In addition to the bird listed above, we saw a single bird 
olt'sl~orc on  November 8, 1963, about 15 Wedge-vniled Shearwaters on 
February 21, 1965, m t l  nearly as many on February 25 when we left 
I'ago l'ago. Most of these birds were the dark-plumage niorph. 
AUDUHON'S SHEAKWATEK (Puffinus lher7ninieri) 

Hackman saw a single Audubon's Shearwcter abut o11e lnilc 
oftsliore on February 21, 1965. 
PHOENIX ISLAND PETREL (Plerotlro7nn c d h )  

A bird tentatively idcntifietl as a I'hoenix Islat~tl l'etrcl was see11 
bl;trch 10, 1964, about 10 miles offshore. Since this species is difficult 
to distinguish, ; ~ t  sea, f r o n ~  the Tahitian Petrel (PLerodrolna roslrcltn) we 
I'eel that a niore positive identification is untenable, ur~less corrol~oratetl 
by a specimen. 
WH LTE-TAILED TROPICBIKD (Phuelhotr lepxwus) 

We saw only a small number of White-tailed Tropicbirds in 
1';rgo Pago harbor or close offshore. They were far more numerous in 
the hills behind Pago Pago, where 8 to 10 birds were often in  sight at 
one time. Larger numbers were present there on visits in  March, 
,June, and July than on visits in October, November, and February. 
Two specimens (USNM 495683, 495684), both females, were collected 
on June 8, 1965. One (495684) had enlarged gonads (largest ovum 
5 mm.). T h e  weights of the birds were 295 and 277 grams. 
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RED-FOOTED HOORY (Stikr s~ t ln )  

We saw small numbers, usually from 3 to 10 birds, on every 
visit, either from the shore near the east entl of the island or  outside 
the harbor during our ;irrivals and departures. We saw the largest 
number of Ked-footed Boobies on February 21, 196.5, when ;I flock of 
45 was seen several miles offshore. 

BROWN BOOBY ( S d n  leucog-nsterj 
Sm;rll numbers of this species were seen on most visits, either 

offshore the east end oP the island or near the harbor mouth. Hrown 
Hoobies usually were seen closer to shore than Red-footed Hoobies. 

In atltlition to those birds noted in l';rble 1 ;~l,ove, we saw 2 Hrown 
Hoobies as we ;~ppro;~chetl the 11;rrl)or mouth on November 8, I!)fS; 
1 at  the harbor mouth on M;rrch 6, I!)(i4; ;tnd ;~l)out .5 to 10 off the 
east sitle of Tutuila in March 1964. 

GREAT FRIGATEHTKII (Frept (r  millor) 
A l'ew of these birds werc seen on 3 ol' our visits. We s:~w 2 

I~irtls, ;I n~;rle ;rnd a female, over Fitti Rock on N o v e n ~ l w  10, I!Mi3: 
:inother on M;~rch $1, I!)(i4, at the east entl of l 'u tui l :~ oll'shorc 1:ol:ru 
Point; and 3 more over Pago I'ago 11:1rl)nr on 1~el)ru:rry 24, l!)(i5. 

LESSER FKIGA'I'EBTRI) (Fregcrln cwiel) 
0 1 1  November 10, 1963, we saw an adult I I I ; I ~ ~  ;rnd :in :r(lult 

I'etnale over Futi Kock. l ' h e  distinctive white h n k  markings ol  the 
~ n a l e  ; I I I ~  the s l ~ ; ~ r p  delineation Ixtweer~ I)re;rst ; m i  throat in the t'emdc 
were seen clearly. In addition, I)otlr I)irtls were compared with 2 Gre:~t 
Frigatebirtls seen simultaneo~~sly in the same ;rre;r. O n  October 2!). 
1964, 2 adult nl;rles were seen on the wintlw;~rtl sitle of the is la~~tl .  
Althoug-11 this species is not listed ;IS o c c u r r i ~ ~ g  in Sirn~o;~ I)y Aslrnrole 
(1963), a n  earlier paper noted that 2 Lesser Frig:~tel)irtls were see11 

d o n g  the coxst road without giving further clet:~ils (I)un~nirc. I!)fO). 
COMMON NODDY ( A m ~ r s  ,sloli~l~r.vj 

7 7 I h e  Common Noddy and the Fairy ' l ' e r ~ ~  werc usu;rlly the two 
  no st nunlerous species otfshore I';~p,o 1';rgo h;rrl,or. C:omn~on Notltlies 
were frequently ol)servetl in feeding flocks with other species sucI1 as 
17;liry T e r m ,  Hrown Boolks,  an(I Red-footed Hoohics. Nunll)crs ol' 
Conl~non Noddies in such Hocks include ol)serv;~tions 01' al)out 30 1)irtls 
on blarc:lt 6, 1 W l ;  about 20 on  M;rrcl~ 10, I!)(i.l: a l ~ o u t  80 O I I  Novcn~l~er  
1, 1964; ;~ lmut  40 on June 7, I W I ,  ; ~ n d  about 4 0  nu ,june lo, I9M. 
7 7 I hese I~irtls ;rlso frequented the korcst hills I ) c l ~ i ~ ~ t l  1';rgo I'ago ;rnd were 
olten seen along the coxst. In either area, 8 to 10 intli\'itlu;~ls were in 
sight at one time. 

On Octolxr 29, 1964, scver;~l Conlmon Noddies persistently dived 
on Pacific Project personnel, suggesting the presence of nesting activity. 
On this visit Huller found on the wintlw;~rd side of the island near 
Cape Larsen a colony of about 200 Common Noddies nesting in tall 
trees that grew u p  a cliff at an SO0 angle to the water. O n  J u n e  6, 
1965, Huller saw ;I nestling Common Noddy almost ready to fledge. 
HAWAITAN NODDY (Ano~rs  minulz~s)  

We saw 2 Hawaiian Noddies in ;I llock o l  leeding Fairy Terns 
on March (5, 1964. This  single observation, when compared with our 
numerous observations of Common Noddies, indicates that this species 
is the less common by far of tlle two noddies on Tutuila. 
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FAIRY T E R N  (Cygis nlbn) 
We saw Fairy Terns on each visit to Tutuila. They were usually 

most abundant in the forested hills behind Pago Pago where (as in 
November, 1963) as many as 10 birds were in  sight at one time. T h e  
largest numbers were seen in June, 1965, when at  least 100 were 
observed just outside the harbor. (Peculiarly, Fairy Terns had been 
much less abundant the preceding July 1964, when relatively few birds 
were seen either offshore or in the hills). Three specimens were 
collected. One, a female (USNM 494412), collected at  Futi Rock, 
February 24, 1965, had partially enlarged gonads (lg. ovum 2 rnrn.). 
T h e  other two, a female and a male (USNhI 495597, 495598) collected 
June 8, 1965, had partially enlarged gonads (lg. ovuni: 3 mm; testes 
G mm.) and weighed 11 1 and 107 grams respectively. 

BI.IJE-GRAY NODDY ( P r o c e h l e ~ t ~ n  c e ~ x l e n )  
These small terns were seen on every visit to Tutui l ;~.  A '  few 

were seen flying high up  tlrc mountainside in company with more 
numerous Fairy Terns and Common Noddies, altllough they were 
distinctly less frequent there than along the coastline and in the harlmr. 

On November 10, 1963, we saw 4 Hlue-gray Noddies flying about 
Futi Kock near the mouth of I'i~go l'ago harim-, and on  the twelfth 
saw a Hock of 25 or  30 I~irds in the same :trea. O n  March 6, 1964, 
a l ~ o u t  10 were seen at the Ilz~rl~or rnout l~ in a feeding flock composed 
of Comnlon Noddies, Fairy Terns, ;und Brown Boobies. T h e  lollowing 
,July small num1)ers were seen ;tlmut Futi Kock. Others were seen 
Hying 11igh up  on the mount air^ ridge on the exst side of Tutui l ;~.  
0 1 1  Octolxr 2!), 1!)64. wl~en we again visited the e x t  side of the 
island, t l ~ c  junior ;tuthor found a nearly Hedged nestling ;uid several 
old nests on I\/l;~lo Point, near the e m  end o f  Tutuila. 

Five specimens, 3 females and 2 males (USNM 494496 - 494500), 
collected at  Futi Kock, Fel)ru;try 24, l!)65, were not in breeding con- 
dition, judging from the size of the gonads. T h e  3 knrales weighed 
45, 47, and 48 grams; the 2 males, 52 and 57 grams. 

Observations on 19 species of resident and migrant birds and on 
12 species of seabirds are reported herein together with data on speci- 
mens. Breeding records are given for the White-collared Kingfisher, 
Common Noddy, and Hlue-gray Noddy. Red-vented Rulbul, Bristle- 
thighed Curlew and Rutldy Turnstone are reported from Tutuila for 
the first time. 
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