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20/12/(i3: C:. N. Clmllies chcckecl the same areit ant1 I'ountl three 
empty nests and  one containing two eggs. O n e  chick was switntning 
on the lakc (Chi~llics, pcrs. comn~. )  . 

13/ l / ( i4 ;  Mi~caulay V;tlley, ;~bove  Tytlitll 1hw11s (3,300 f ee t ) :  
l ' l i rec  juveniles were see11 on the rivcr bed, together with what was 
strongly suspected t o  bc ;I recently occupied nest (I. H:mil ton and 
Mi. Risk, pcrs. couinl.) . 

I ' h c  c o ~ ~ t l i t i o n  conlnwll to tlicsc o l~sc rwt ions  is tI i ;~t  the birds 
were ncs t i~lg  only in the viciuity of pern1allcnt water, wllether it Ix 
tarn,  gl;tcial lake, rivcr, o r  permanent strcanl. l 'hcsc rccortls show 
that tile breeding of Hlack-lx~ckctl C;ulls in the liigli cou~l t ry  of Canter- 
Ijury is ;I common occurrence. As the number  ol' brectliug records from 
c;~c:h v;tllcy is in almost direct proportion to the ;imount of t h e  t l ~ c  
writer has spent there, it is prolx~ble  that the total coultl Ilc multiplictl 
n u n y  times by ;~tldit ion;~l field work. l ' hc rc  is n o  rc;tsolr lor  I~clicving 
that the situation is unique to Canterbury. For instance, Mr.  , I .  7'. 
Hollowi~y inlorms tile that the I'rcquency ol I~rcctl ing througliout high- 
country Otago, on  the cast of the clivicle a t  least, is much the same 
;IS in Canterbury. I t  can be confidently predicted that S~rrthcr invcsti- 
gation will show that this gull commonly I~rcecls in nlost of the South 
Island tnountaius. 

13ecausc oE the ;~buntl;incc of ;ttlult gulls in the m o u n t ; ~ i ~ ~ s  ; I I I ~  

the a p p r c n t  l'rcqueucy with which ~ l i cy  breccl there, tlie writer suggests 
t h t  this region may contain ;I self-sustaining population wliicll intcr- 

7 .  I~rcctls t o  only ;I limited tlcgrcc with t l ~ e  coastal p o p u h t i o n  I h i s  
hypotl~esis (.a11 I)c tested easily by I ~ a ~ ~ d i t ~ g .  

WANGANUI LABOUR DAY WEEK-END 
FIELD STUDY 1965 

Rlcmbcr\ met .it Kuther tord  1nternictli;ttc School on  Fritli~y, 221itl 
October, 1965, to renew ,tcqu;ti~~tnnces and h,tvc supper  while discu5si1lg 
lorthconiing activities. 

T h e  wc;tthcr trc;ttetl us very fairly througliout the week-cud. 
Evening progranltnes consisted of: on  Saturday, a slide showit~g 

ol' the l<crtn;tclec Expetlition with coninlentary by John  k t r t  and  David 
Cirockctt and ;I 1';tnel I>iscussio~~ (I'anel: A.  Blackburn, H. K. McKenzic, 
A. T. Edgar) of questions raisccl by members. T h e  Sunclay evctiing 
progr;tmmc was arr;tngctl in the Witnganui Museum, where ~ttcrnlm-s. 
could view tlie collections, see a t1ispl;ty of t;txiclcrn~y ;trr;~ngetl by 
1<;1rry Tucker  ant1 discuss the wcck-end's obscrv;~tions. 

S;~turtlity, though fine, was very windy, with a south-westerly blow- 
ing in from the sea. Th i s  mittlc obscrvi~tions tlillicult, pitrticularly on  
Kaitoke Lake. Birds observecl: 

I l ~ c t r l o l n l n  River 111o1~th ;tncl adj'tcent lagoon - 
1 Black Shag, 9 Little Black Shag, 2 White-fitcecl Heron,  27 Grey 

Duck, 11 Mallard, 2 Black Oysterc.ttchers, 7 H;uidecl Dotterel, I Har- 
tailed Goclwit, 5 Knot, If Pied Stilt, 50+ Black-backed Gull, 7 Pipit .  
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Afaruhou Luke - 
20 Black Shag (+ a large coloriy not counted), 9 Little Black 

Shag, I5 White-throated Shag, 1 pr. Black Swan with 3 cygnets, 130+ 
Grey Duck and Mallard, 20+ Shoveler, 7 Pukeko. 

T ~ ~ r n k i n n  River  nzouth - 
2 Black Oystercatchera, 10 Bar-tailed Godwit, 1 Knot, 4 Pied Stilt. 

Kniloke Luke - 
1 II;tl~chick, 50 Black Swat1 + 15 cygnets, Shoveler, Grey Duck 

;111d A~Iallartl (number too clifficult to tletermme under the conditions). 
I t  coultl be mentioned here that in J u n e  1964, on this lake, 365 
Shoveler (190 drakes) and 250 Greys and Mallards were observed on 
one day. 

Virgin in Lnke 
5 Australian Coot, 1 Little Pied Shag, Grey Duck, Mallard and 

Mute Swan. 

Sunday, a fine sunny clay, provided members with an opportunity 
to drive up the Ohakune Mountain Koad and enjoy the glorious views 
from the higher reaches. A survey was made of the bird life to be 
found in thc becch forest approximately twenty minutes walking distance 
either side of the road (this distance varied according to the terrain). 
T h e  following is a list of the species observed or heard. Each name is 
Eollowetl by the total number of it recorded and in brackets its approx- 
imate percentage of the total birds noted. They are listed in  order of 
frequency recorded. 

Grey Warbler 113 (31), Pied T i t  35 (94), Chaffinch 34 (94), 
l 'ui 33 (9),  Rifleman 33 (Y) ,  Whitehead 25 (7), Waxeye 21 (6), 
Bellbircl I4 (4) , Blackbird 13 (3+), Pied Fantail 12 (3+), Parakeet 7 (2),  
Songthrush 5 (I+), Redpoll 4 ( I ) ,  Greenfinch 3 (+), Kingfisher 3 (J), 
Raka 3 (+), Kobin 2 (+), Dunnock 2 (+), N.Z. Falcon 2 ( i ) ,  Native 
Pigeon 1 (4). 

Species noted at  checkpoints from high to low levels were the 
Killeman, Grey Warbler, Pied 'Tit, Pied Fantail, Blackbird, Song Thrush, 
Chaffinch and Waxeyc. Whitehead, Bellbird and Redpoll were noted 
;it a high level but  the larger number of each were recorded a t  the 
lower levels. 

T h e  gathering dispersed on Monday after lunch at  Bushy Park, 
the Koyal Forest and Bird Protection Society Keserve, situated a few 
miles north of Wanganui. T h e  following species were recorded by 
members who were returning home or  "exploring" other areas in  the 
district - 

Wanganui River, rt. bank below Cobham Bridge: 7 Black Shag, 
10 Little Black Shag, 4 Bar-tailed Godwit, 23 Pied Stilt (H. R. 
McKenzie) . 

Wanganui Wharves: 1 White-faced Heron, immature Red and 
Black-billed Gulls and adjacent to "Steelboats" 3 N.I. Pied Oyster- 
catchers (1 black) (H.R.McK.) . 

Otorere Stream, Desert Road: Blue Duck (A. Cragg). 
Wanganui members, who organised this week-end, thoroughly 

etljoyed doing so and trust all our visitors had an enjoyable and 
~rof i t ab le  ornithological week-end. 

ROSS MACDONALD 


