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ANOI'HEK NEW ZEALAND KECOKD OF T H E  GLOSSY lHlS 

011 7/5/66, the opening day o l  the duck-shooting scasol~, A4 iss 
I .  h4cl<ay, of Halkett, C;ttiterbury, picked up  on the Ilats a t  Lake 
I.:llesnlere, Canterbury, ;I Glossy Ibis (P1egcccli.s jfnlcinell~c.~), which had 
Ixcn shot in the breast, and brought it to C;interbury Museum. T h e  
bird is an  ;ctlult in winter plun~age. 

Unlortunately, through the I)lootl tlispers;tl c:;iusctl by the sltot, 
; I I ~  the sni;cll size ol' the gonads in wiuter, the sex could not I x  
tlctermined, but a few nicasurenicnts may be o l  interest. Bill, 12.6; 
T;trso-nlct:ttarsus, 10.2; Mid-toe, 8.2 c.111. These feet measurements itre 
slightly longer than those given by Oliver (New Zealand Birds, 1955, 
400) . T h e  wing spread is 101.5 cm., the total length 37.5 c.m. 

From ;I report in the Weekly News it wits lcarncd th;it two 
" white herons " hatl been see11 Seeding ;cmong c;ittle 011 Mr. I.  S. Macky's 
l;trnl, a t  Lakc Ng;iroto. 

7 7 l h i s  lake near l ' e  Awamutu is typical of several others ill the 
district, which has bccn visited by sever;tl White Herons m d  a White 
Ibis over the years. No white herons had been seen during the two 
previous yc;irs and when a ~xcrty which i~lcludetl hlr. arid Mrs. H .  K. 
McKenzie, Mr. and H. li. Templer, Mr. G. Turbot t  and the writer, 
visited the Lake on 22/7/64 these two birds were iclcntifiecl by Mr. 
Turbot t  as Cattle Egrets (Arrieoln ibis). Mr. Turbot t  was already 
f;cmiliar with this spccics as he hatl first identified Cattle Egrets in  the 
South Island. 

T h e  two birds 11abitu;tlly led ;culotig the cows as winter Seed 
ol chou mollier was led to them and appeared to eat the pitch 
(H.K.Mcl<.) . When this supplementary fodder for the cattle wiis 
stopped, the birds moved to Mr. McFall's S:trni beside the Lake. 

On 11/10/64 tlie two birds were beginning to assutne breeding 
plumtge and  the colour of the head of one had changed to ginger 
with short pluming or ruffling on top of the head and upper hind 
neck. There was also ginger d o w ~ i  the middle of tlie chest with dors;cl 
ginger plumes down to tail. Legs were dark; bill a little lcss yellow; 
legs t l x k  (H.K.McI<.) . 

T h e  two were still present on 23/10/64 and seemed about the 
s a n ~ c  colour as when last seen; but could not be studied owing to 
disturba~ice by aerial topdressing. 

During subsequent trips in November - December 1964 no further 
trace of these birds was seen, but it is interesting to note that five birds 
werc observed near Levin on 28/10/61 also in varying degrees of 
breeding plumage. 

- J. L. KENDKICK 


