
SHORT NOTES 

A N O T H E K  T A T T L E R  1N RIIANUI<AU HAKHOUK 

About one mile to the west of the Mangere end of the Onehung1 
bridge in upper Manukau and at the end of Kiwi Esplanade is a rocky 
bay. Lying between two lava-flows tronl Mangere Mountain, i t  contains 
numerous rocky reefs and  one prominent shellbank which a t  full tide 
is often packed with roosting wxlers, especi;llly S.I. Pied Oystercatchers, 
Pied Stilts and Godwits. 

O n  the evening of 22/11/63, whcn I visited this bay a t  low tide, 
I was puzzled to  see a dark shape sharply silhouetted against the water 
on  the end  of one of the reefs. Access wils easy by a circuitous route 
which enabled me to have the evening sun a t  my back. T h e  solitary 
bird was clearly a Tattler,  mostly white underneath and showing ;I 

minimum of barring, so that i t  was either an adult  in winter plumage 
o r  a young bird, more probably the latter. My problem was to  try 
to decide whether it was i n c o m  or brevifles. When 1 was within about 
a chain, the Tattler,  after running nimbly about the reef, called briefly 
once ;IS i t  rose, flitted low across the bay a n d  settled on another reef. 
If thc husky brevity of its call was ;I reliable pointer, it should have 
been a Siberian Tat t ler  (Tr inga  brevipes) . 

l 'hc bay was evidently to  its liking, For the Tztttler stayed a t  
I e x t  two months, dur ing which it was seen lour  times in the bay and 
once in a swamp about half a mile away. O n  8/12/63 it was watched 
Ily kJ .  ,I. Hogg and  D. G. Fenwick 21s it  wxs walking about among 150 
Oytsercatchers on the shelllx~nk. At 5.30 p.m. on 26/12/63 my wile 
and I saw i t  again. At first it was isolatctl on ;I reef; then with the 
rising tide, it flew in to  settle among about 70 Stilts in it shirllow ~ m o l ;  
findly it  movcd on  to the s h e l l h n k  to rest iimong the Oystercatchers. 
On 2/1/64 there was a very big tidc, which I'orcecl a11 waders off thc 
shellbank in ' Koxlencl Kay,' whence they h;rd fiown ;icross larmlmtl  
t o  a swampy area, formerly ;I creekhead, beside No. 4 pond of the 
A.M.D.B. Here the Tat t ler  was found on a small patch of open 
ground amongst watercress and  Kachelors Huttons. 

It was last seen on 27/1/64 whcn it was hack in the bxy where 
it was originally found. Again the tick was rather high and the 
waders at the shellbank were restless. Godwits and Oystercatchers Rew 
away; but  the Tattler,  after Hying round with the Stilts, returned 
with them. Though I watched i t  on five occasions during its two 
months stay, not once was it possible to see cle:rrly the Icngth of thc 
groove along the side o l  the 11i11; ; ~ n d  though 1 flushed it  sever;~l times, 
not once did  I hear i t  utter ;I prolonged trill. In fact it was rather 
:I silent 1)irtl. During the early summer o l  1'363, other specics of Asiatic 
waders, n;rn~cly a Broad-billccl S;lndpiper ( L .  jnlcinellz~s),  a Grcen- 
s h m k  (T. nebrrlnrirr) m t l  three Asiatic Hlack-t;~ilcd Godwits ( L .  
~rrel(cnzrroide.s) which are rarely reported in New Zc;rland, reached 
M;rnukau Harbour. 

A rare American visitor, seen only on Novemlxr  St11 near 
I ' uke tu t~~ ,  w;ls ;III Hutlsoni;rn Godwit ( L  .k~errrn.vlic(i) . 
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I have given this account in some detail becauae this is the 
first Tattler to be recorded in Manukau Harbour for some years. 
Between April 1955 and April 1959, numerous sightings by many 
observers of a Tattler along the Karaka shore between Urquhart's Point 
and Kidd's Bay are believed all to refer to the same bird. On 18/4/57 
one was found resting among Pied Stilts and Wrybills in the Explosion 
Crater below the south-west slopes of Mangere Mountain; in  April 
waders are very much on the move. This  may have been a migrant 
passing through or it may have been the Karaka Tattler on a more 
extensive ' walkabout ' than ~lsual.  

[Since the autumn of 1965 there has been a veritable spate of 
reports on the sightings of 'Tattlers, the localities concerned being 
Kermadecs; Tarawera estuary, B.0.P.; Waiongona estuary, New Plymouth; 
Farewell Spit; Kaikoura peninsula; Papanui Inlet, Otago. These will 
be p ~ ~ l ~ l i s h e d  in a forthcoming issue.-Ed.] 

LONGEVITY O F  WEKA 

1 am indebted to Mr. C h ~ r l e ~  Hurland, of Patutahi, near Giabornc, 
for the following intorm:~tian on a pair ot North Island Weka 
(Gn l l~ml lu~  nu~tralzs greyz) , which nested for many years in his garden, 
the Fame pair that is recorded In Arotmnlr X, 300, as raising four 
broods within the year. Early in 1950, a year clearly fixed by other 
events, Mr. Burland took particular note of this pair breeding in his 
garden, the female being distinguished by unusually bright orange legs, 
and the male being a particularly friendly bird. H e  came to know 
the birds well, the male coming frequently to the house for food, and 
doing so daily when there were chicks. T h e  hen, much more shy, 
came o~casionally with the chicks. T h e  same pair was observed breeding 
in the garden each year until 1963, since when n o  breeding has occurred; 
but the male still comes to the house occasionally, and the female is 
seen from time to time. 

T h e  pair's territory has always been strictly protected by Mr. 
Burland by excluding all clogs from the property, and other Weka 
transgressing are trapped and moved away from the area. As the 
birds bred in 1950, they must be at least 18 years old; and they are 
reported as still being in good plumage. 

T h e  Weka is known to be multiple-brooded, and if such longevity 
is common in the species, it can be readily understood how the Buff 
Weka (G. a. hectori) continues to  survive in such large numbers in 
the Chatham Is., as does the N.I. Weka in the Gisborne disrict, despite 
severe persecution in both places. 


