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SHORT NOTES

INLAND NESTING OF RED-BILLED GULLS IN NORTHLAND

The township of Kohukohu lies at the inland extremity of the
Hokianga Harbour, where it branches into the Waihou and Mangamuka
Rivers. On 12/12/65 a small colony of Red-billed Gulls (L. scopulinus)
was discovered at Kohukohu; three nests on the abandoned Kohukohu
jetty and fourteen nests on the abandoned jetty at Mill Wharf, about
1} miles from Kohukohu township. The nesting season was well
advanced; one nest at Kohukohu jetty held two eggs, and at Mill
Wharf each of three nests contained one downy chick, and each of
two a feathered chick being fed by parents. Another feathered, non-
flying chick, was swimming with parents in attendance.

In 1966 T visited the Mill Wharf colony on five occasions during
the period October/December. On October 8th 23 birds were present
and two were seen carrying straw. By 30th October 21 nests were
finished or partly built, and from the shore five of these were seen
to contain eggs. On 5th November we swam out, climbed the piles,
and inspected 21 nests, of which 8 contained one egg, 10 two eggs and
three three eggs. Hatching had started by 12th November and the
parents were very aggressive. By 10th December there were still chicks
in twelve of the original nests, and four additional late nests contained
respectively one egg, two eggs, two eggs, and one egg one chick. The
total Mill Wharf nesting population of gulls was therefore 25 pairs
in the 1966 season. ) '

Three pairs laid their eggs in hollows on top of a rotted girder,
without any nest lining. Other nests on piles and girders were
constructed of straw, small twigs and straw, or small twigs without
any straw. One of the late nests was made of straw and dry seaweed,
another of small twigs and seaweed. Two nests were right on top
of the piles; many of the girders have fallen off or been removed, and
the small shelf left is a favoured nest site. All the nests were at
least three feet above the water at high tide.

A White-fronted Tern (S. striata) which was building a straw
nest on top of a pile on 30th October, had laid one egg by b5th
November. On 12th November the tern’s egg had gone and there
was a. Red-billed Gull’'s egg in the nest. On 10th December, when
the main gull nesting was nearly over, five pairs of terns were on
nests, three of which were on piles and unlined. Two birds were
sitting on disused gull nests, to which some additional material appeared
to have been added when they were taken over by the terns.

— R. S, COWAN

*

UNUSUAL NESTINGS OF NEW ZEALAND DOTTEREL

In the 1965/66 season two pairs of New Zealand Dotterel
(C. obscurus) nested about 300 yards apart on sandbanks on the sea-
front of Mr. C. F. Duder’s farm at North Road, Clevedon. On
23/11/65, No. 1 pair had three small young. Of these one was banded
on 6/12/65 and another on 30/12/65. The third one was not banded.

On 6/12/65 No. 2 pair had four eggs in nest. On visiting the
nest on 4/1/66 I found that an unknown person had placed threc
small stakes round the nest and two eggs had gone. These were later
deserted and found to be bad.



