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A NEW BIRD FOR NEW ZEALAND- 
AUSTRALIAN LITTLE GREBE, AT ARROWTOWN 

By G. R. C H A N C E  

On 21/4/1968 Mr. Marsh Small observed a dabchick of apparent 
Australian origin on a dam near Arrowtown. Seven months later, 
following Mr. Small's directions on the afternoon of 29/11/68 I was 
able to locate this attractive visitor without dificulty. Later I set 
up a hide from which I obtained photographs which allowed a 
positive identification to be made. 

The dam, about 150 yards long and of lesser width, held a 
pair of Coot (F. atra) at each end. The Little Grebe was closely 
associated with a pair of Coot who were about to build a nest under 
some willows, and followed their activities with great interest, particu- 
larly when they invaded the territory of the other Coot. As if 
sensing a relationship with the Coot, it ignored the presence of 
waterfowl; Mallard, Grey Duck, Shoveller, Grey Teal and Scaup. 

The Little Grebe was in full breeding plumage and the most 
obvious characteristic was the yellow patch from the base of the bill 

[G. R. Chance 
Plate I - Australian Dabchick (Podiceps novaehollandiarel near Arrow- 

town on 30/11/1968. 




