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Since the publication of the 14th Annual Report of the New 
Zealand Bird Banding Scheme in November 1964 the scheme has 
undergone some dramatic changes in scope and administration. The 
historical development of two banding schemes in New Zealand resulted 
in the general splitting of activities into game and non-game birds under 
the administration of the Wildlife Service, Internal Affairs Department 
and the Dominion Museum respectively. 

On the 1st April 1967 the two schemes were brought under 
the control of the Wildlife Service and have run basically as one 
scheme since that date. Prior to this merger the Dominion Museum 
had started the conversion of its recpvery records to punch card 
storage for future computer analysis. However, the merger created 
initial problems of administration and record keeping for what were 
two basically different schemes, both in scope and methods of recording 
data. In some fields comparative data did not exist or were not 
compatible with the two schemes. 

A further complicztion was a very rapid increase not only in 
the number of birds banded, but also the numbers recovered. This 
latter factor was a reflection of an increasing number of detailed studies 
producing a high recovery rate. Accordingly a number of delays 
occurred while the staff of the Banding Office coped with the conversion 
of the old non-game records to computer storage and the increasing 
number of recoveries. This preliminary report reviews the activities 
from 1 April 1964 to 31 March 1971. Because of historically different 
recording methods used the Grand Totals for Birds Banded and 
Recovered in Tables 1 and 2 are at present only provisional and 
represent a minimum figure. 

For game-bird banding prior to 1967 there are as yet no final 
exact totals, so those shown are based mainly on published information 
and analyses at present in progress. Further, no records or incomplete 
totals have been included for the Northern Royal Albatross at Taiaroa 
Head, Notornis, Partridge and Californian Quail which have yet to 
be analysed in detail. 

When dealing with recoveries, because only those for non-game 
birds have so far been completely converted to computer storage, 
it has not been possible to demarcate between recoveries of game- 
birds prior to 1964 and the period since then. Therefore the grand 
totals shown for recoveries and repeats will be larger than for the 
combined total of the two periods shown. 
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The provisional summary shown in Table 2 illustrates thc 
dramatic increases in banding activity since 1964. Forty-one new 
species have been banded in the last seven years and a notable aspect 
of this is the start on studies of native bush birds. The provisional 
total of recoveries and repeats is 113,384. Just over 100,000 of these 
are currently in computer storage, the majority of them having been 
converted since 1968. On present indications close to 20,000 new 
recoveries and repeats will be added during the 1971172 year. A 
selection of the interesting recoveries received from non-game birds 
during the period 1964-71 is shown in Table 3. 

I am especielly grateful to the following for their assistance: 
L. R. Moran, G. Hatzakortzian, Mrs. S. J. McKenzie, Miss J. Pascoe 
and my other colleagues in the Wildlife Service; the Education Depart- 
ment punching pool, Upper Hutt, for card punching and verification 
(some 18 million key depressions in all); the Ministry of Works E.D.P. 
Branch and the Applied Mathematics Laboratory. D.S.I.R., for the 
writing and development of the programme " BIRDBAND "; and to 
all banding operators who have suffered considerable inconvenience 
during the conversion period. 



TABLE ONE Number banded = New b i r d s  o n l y . .  ( ) P r o v i s i o n a l  T o t a l  

Recove r i e s  = E i r d s  Recovered a t  l e a s t  once. Only. 
BANDING AND RECOVERY TOTALS Repeat  = E x t r a  r e c o v e r i e s  f o r  b i r d s  

recovered once. + = New S p e c i e s  1964-71 
* = T o t a l  unknown 

I SPECIES NAME 

Northern Blue Penguin 

Southern Blue Penguin + 
White-f l ippered Penguin 

N.Z. Cre s t ed  Penguin + 
Snares  Cres t ed  Penguin + 
Erec t - c r e s t ed  Penguin + 
Wanderins A lba t ro s s  

Southern Royal A lba t ro s s  

Black-browed Mollymawk 

Grey-headed lollymawk + 
Bul l e r s  Mollymawk 

i f i i te -capped Mollymawk 

S a l v i n ' s  Mollymawk 

Light-mantled Sooty  A lba t ro s s  

Giant P e t r e l  
A n t a r c t i c  Fulmar 

Cape Pigeon 

Broad B i l l e d  P r ion  

NLJ61BER BANDED - 

'REVIOUS 

798  
0  

166 

0  
0  

0  

114  

3 ,026 
102 

0  

4-15 
529 

232 

71 
406 

1 

6 ,649  

503 

TOTAL 

1 ,176  

6 5  

832 

230 
642 

23 
1 ,141 

18,289 

10,042 

3 ,089 

623 

532 

234 

338 

872 
1 

6 ,784  
540 

TOTAL 

REPEAT RECOVERIES 

'REVIOUS TOTAL 



SPECIES NAME 

PAGE 2 

An ta rc t i c  Pr ion + 
P r i o n  Sp. 

F a i r y  P r ion  

Fulmar P r ion  

Flesh-footed Shearwater 

l e d g e - t a i l e d  Shearwater 

B u l l e r ' s  Shearwater  

Sooty Shearwater 

F l u t t e r i n g  Shearwater 

Huttons Shearwater 

Kerma3ec A l l i e d  Shearwater - 

N.Is .  A l l i ed  Shearwater 

Grey P e t r e l  

Black p e t r i 1  

Westland Black P e t r e l  

Vhite-Chinned P e t r e l  

Grey-faced P e t r e l  

White-headed P e t r e l  

Black-capped P e t r e l  + 
Mott led  P e t r e l  

Kermadec P e t r e l  + 
P y c r o f t s  P e t r e l  

Gould P e t r e l  

Cooks P e t r e l  

NUMBER BANDED 11 RECOVERIEC 

PREVI OU: 

I1 

TOTAL 1 PRBVlOti TOTAL 

REPEAT RECOVERIES 

PREVIOU TOTAI 

- 

- 

103 
- 

C 

- 

- 
17  
I 4  

- 

- 
- 
- 

- 
- 
- 

52 
- 
- 

- 

- 

43 
- 



SPECIES NAME 

. -- -- 

Black-winr?ed P e t r e l  

Chatham Is. P e t r e l  

Grey-backed S t o r m  P e t r e l  

C h i t s - f a c n d  S to rm P e t r e l  

B l a c k - b e l l i e d  S t o r m  P e t r e l  

Diving P e t r e l  

P e t r e l  Sp .  

R e i - t a i l e i  T r o p i c  B i r d  

' W i t e - t a i l e d  T r o p i c  Rir3 

A u s t r a l i a n  Ganne t  

Brown 3ooby 

Masked Booby 

P i e &  Shag  

L i t t l e  B l a c k  S h a g  

B i a c k  S h a g  

W h i t e - t h r o a t e 3  Shag  

S t e w a r t  Is. Shag  

Campbe l l  Is.  S h s g  

S p o t t e d  Shag  

Whi te  Heron  

Reef  Heron  

\aLhite-faced Heron  

A u s t r a l i a n  S i t t e r n  

C i n a l a  Gooje  

IRR BANDED RECOVERIES 

TOTAL 

- 

226 

66 3 

2 

2,422 
- 

30 
2 

2 

2 

6 
1 

6 

1 

3 
1 
- 

:11,4971 

REPEAT RECOVERIES 

TOTAL 

- 
- 
4 a 

- 
458 
- 

1 

2,983 

- 
4 

- 

- 

1 

2 
- 

(9,091) 



SPECIES NAME 

P m  
- 

Black Swan 

Paradise Duck 

Grey Teal 

Brown Teal + 
Grey Duck 

Mallard Duck 

Shoveller Duck 

Blue Duck 

Mallard Duck Cross 

Duck - Grey or Mallard 
Australasian Harrier 

Pheasant 

Californian Quail 

Chukor + 
Partridge 

Ban3ed Rail 

Weka Sp. 

North Island Weka 

Western Weka 

Eastern Weka 

Spotless Crake + 
Pukeko 

Notornis 

S.Is. Pied Oystercatcher 

Northern Oystercatcher 

NUMBER BB?!DED 

'REVIOUS 

RECOVER1 ES 1 REPEAT RECOVERIES 

'REV1 OUS TOTAL 
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SPECIES NAME 

Comnon Wo3dy 

!White-capped Nwldy i- 

White Tern + 
Grey Ternlet + 
Malay Spotted Dove i- 

N.Z. Pigeon 
Kea 

Antipoies Is. Parakeet + 
Kermadec Parakeet + 
N.Z. Parakeet 
Reischeks Parakeet + 
Yellow-crowned Parakeet + 
Shining Cuckoo 

Long-tailed Cuckoo 

lorepork 

Little Owl 

M.Z. Kingfisher 
N. Is. Rifleman + 
S. Is. Rifleman + 
Skylark 

Welcome Swallow i 

N. Is. Fantail 
S. Is. Fantail 

Pied Tit 

Yellow-breasted Tit 

NUMBER BANDED 

REVIOUS 

1 
0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

840 

0 

0 

3 
0 

0 

9 
1 

3 
1 

3 2 
0 

0 

8 

0 

31 
15 
2 

4 

RECOVERIES 

REVIOUS 

REPEAT RECOVERIES 

'REVIOUC TOTAL 

- 
- 

- 

- 
- 
- 

5,054 
- 
- 
- 

- 
- 

- 

- 
19 
- 
3 
37 
- 
- 
- 
75 
- 
50 
1 



BANDING REPORT 1964 - 1971 

a 
h e 0 

a .d P. ii 
c h . 0 . i  
-rl .d  C P 01 

G D P  Fl c 
.rl 0 C a, h 

a 
(0 r( 

* a  F ~ B  m h a, 4 
0 a, h a ,  h b:' 0 F i b n o  
iz . h  0, U O h  . 2 %  P w  .c a a .d h 
; H  ; H z E 4 f  3 a Z . d  m O S ? m S ? E I , L T  

r,,,, U a , m : ! 2 i : . ? R  $ . z 2 a & 2 5 2 : n  
i : F ~ F ~ ~ c ~ 3 t i ~ m p l . d  h w . d L 1 ~ 4 3 F 4  .A 

h b D O C .  3 .i .:: O G G + ~ , U O  m 4  
> a a r n ~ i - i r i r ~ k m  



S P E C I E S  NAME 

P A G E  8 

NUMBER BANDED R E C O V E R I E S  R E F E A T  R E C O V E R I E S  

TOTAL 

103 
2 

21 

7 
10 
- 
- 

38,679 

- 

'REVIOUS TOTAL PREVIOUS ' l 9 6 4 - 7 1  I TOTAL 'REVIOUS 

- 
- 

5 
- 
- 
- 
- 

10,158 

R o o k  

B l a c k - b a c k e d  M a g p i e  

W h i t e - b a c k e d  Magpie 

M a g p i e  Sp. 

N. Is. S a d d l e b a c k  

S .  Is. S a d d l e b a c k  

N .  Is. K o k a k o  

P R O V I S I O N A L  TOTALS 

TABLE TWO P R O V I S I O N A L  SUMMARY O F  BANDING TOTALS 

1950 - 1964 1964 - 1971 
14 years 7 years 

1950 - 1964 1964 - 1971 
14 years 7 y e a r s  A L L  S P E C I E S  NON-GAME S P E C I E S  

XUMBER BANDED 

PERCENTAGE O F  TOTAL 

AVERAGE/YEAR 

m E R  RECOVERED 

PERCENTAGE O F  TOTAL 

AVERAGE/YEAR 

NUMBER R E P E A T S  

PERCENTAGE O F .  TOTAL 

AVERAGE/YEAR 

NUMBER BANDED 

PERCENTAGE O F  TOTAL 

AVERAGE/YEAR 

TOTAL S P E C I E S  

GAME S P E C I E S  - 
PERCENTAGE RECOVERED 

NON-GAME S P X C I E S  - 
PERCENTAGE RECOVERED 

A L L  S P E C I E S  
PERCENTAGE RECOVERED 



TABLE THREE 

SPECIES 

Northern Blue Penguin 

White- f l ippered Penguin 

N . Z .  Cres ted  Penguin 

Snares  Cres ted  Penguin 

Wandering Albat ross  

Southern  R o y a l  A lba t ro s s  

Black-browed Mollymawk 

Grey-headed Mollymawk 

B u l l e r s  Mollymawk 

White-capped Mollymawk 

Giant  P e t r e l  

BAND 

P-408 

P-510 

P-2021 

P-2559 

P-2579 
P-2887 

P-1563 

J-307 
AT I 

R-18908 

R-12915 

R-12 748 

R-1240 

R-8357 
R-10989 

M-20075 

0-1 2022 

0-10708 

0-12105 

M-750 
0-1954 

16117 

0-8137 

0-81 52 

0-1251 5 

BANDEC 
LOCALITY AND DATE 

Somes Is. 

Somes I s .  

Banks Peninsula .  

Motunau Is. 

Motunau I s .  

Motunau I s .  

Motunau I s .  

Jacksons  Head. 

Snares  I s .  

Antipodes I s .  

Campbell Is. 

Campbell Is. 

Campbell Is. 

Auckland I s .  

Campbell Is. 

Canpbell  I s .  

Campbell Is. 

Campbell I s .  

Campbell Is. 

Camphell Is. 

Snares  I s .  

Cape Campbell. 

Campbell Is. 

Campbell I s .  

Tory Channel. 

Flaxbourne R. Mth. 19.11.69 

Wel l ington.  15.12.69 

Otago Harbour. 4.4.68 

Moeraki . l l . i . 71  
Shag P t ,  Palmerston. 24.1.71 

Papanui I n l e t .  20.1.71 

Motunau Is. 28.12.70 

Okar i to .  (8.12.70 

Waiau R .  Mouth. 6 .3 .68 

Malabar,  (AUSTRALIA). 9 .8 .69 

Camphell I s .  7.1.70 

Campbell I s .  22.12.59 

SOUTII ATLANTIC. 22.7.66 

SOUTH I N D I A N  OCEAN. 17.9 .70 

SOUTH I N D I A N  OCEAN. 15.8 .70 

Southpor t  (AUSTRALIA). 27.5.70 

NEW HEBRIDES. 24.8.68 

TONGA. 24.3.70 

F I J I .  4.8.68 

Campbell I s .  21.9.68 

At Sea ,  Timaru. 25.6.70 

SOUTH AFRICA. 29.9.68 

ARGENTINA. 30.5.6e 

N.S.W. AUSTRALIA. 14.10.69 

Antipodes I s .  4.2.69 

AGE, DISTiiiqCE 
y.rn.6. 

12-6-19 



SPECIES 

Cape Pigeon 

Fa i ry  P r ion  

Flesh-footed Shearwater  

Sooty Shearviater 

Sooty Shearviater 

F l u t t e r i n g  Shearviat e r  

Black P e t r e l  

Pyc ro f t s  P e t r e l  

White-faced Storm P e t r e l  

Diving P e t r e l  

Aus t r a l I an  Gannet 

Campbell I s .  Shag 

'White Heron 

Grey l e a l  

Aus t r a l a s i an  H a r r i e r  

N.1.s. Weka 

Pukeko 

S . I s .  P ied  Oys t e r ca t che r  

Black Oys t e r ca t che r  

Banded Do t t e r c l  

BANDED 
LOCALITY AND DATE 

Tory Channel. 

Tory Channel. 

Oamaru, a t  Sea. 

Motunau I s .  

Karewa I s .  

Off V!aima R .  

Motunau I s .  

Motunau Is. 

Stephens I s .  

Mercury I s .  

L l t t l e  B a r r i e r  I s  

Hen I s .  

Motunau I s .  

Brothers  I s .  

Cape Kidnappers.  

Cape Kidnappers.  

Campbell Is. 

Brlghton . 
Lake Wahi. . 
I n v e r c a r g i l l  Loc. 

Rawhit i. 

Roslyn Bush. 

Fa i r f ax .  

I n v e r c a r g l l l .  

I n v e r c a r g l l l  Loc. 

Jacksons Bay. 

Lake El lesmere .  

RECOVERED 
LOCALITY A N D  DATE 

ANTARCTIC. (00.12.68: 

Wellington. 19.7.70 

Snares  I s .  12.2.70 

~ d t u n a u  IS. 27.12.70 

O f f  White I s .  16.2.70 

George Sound. 3.1.71 

g u i n a u l t  R. (U.S.A.) 9.9.66 

Motunau I s .  29.12.70 

California (U.S.A.) 26.8.65 

l:laiwakaiho R. 25.9.66 

L i t t l e  B a r r i e r  Is. 12.12.69 

Hen I s .  9.1.66 

l o tunau  I s .  29.12.70 

Brothers  Is. 24.9.70 

Cape Kidnappers.  17.12.70 

Po r t  L m c o l n ,  (AUSTR.) 1 .5 .68 

Campbell I s .  29.10.69 

Har i  Har i .  (10.8.70: 

PoolSurn. 2 .5 .70 

Ilotupiko. 5.8.68 

Tuakau. 3 .5 .68 

Lake Murihiku. 24.12.70 

Kakapo Swamp. 5.8.70 

I n v e r c a r g i l l .  (11.12.66: 

Waimakariri  R. Mouth 12.5 .68 

Okar i to  R. Mouth. 13 .7 .69 

Lake El lesmere .  (18.12.68: 

AGE, DISTANCE 

y.m.d. 
5-4-0 2194SSW 

10-10-15 

10-3-11 

9-2-5 
5-10-18 @ 

4-9-11 

2-10-16 

9-0-21 

1-10-24 6692NE 
4-0-21 lgqSSW 
6-0-1 3 
4-0-26 

9-0-22 

9-3-1 9 
19-11-0 

1-3-9 

6-5-3 
1-11-10 

1-2-8 587SSW 
1-3-14 408NNE 
0-4-18 1515 
7-1-20 p 
0-11-26 

4-1-5 

- 4 -  

2-0-1 

7-1-18 



SPECIES 

Pied S s i l z  

Southern Skua 

An ta rc t i c  Skua 

Black-backed Gul l  

Red-billed Gull 

Blsck-bi l led  Gul l  

Caspian Tern 

?lhite-fro:~ted Tern 

Kea 

Sons Thr-sh 

Blackbird 

B r i t i s h  Hedgesparrow 

S i lve reye  

Greenficch 

Lesser  Re??oll 

Cnaf f i c c h  

Iiouse Spal-rcm 

Gta r l i r ;  

r,-733 

:.I;. Cldi lcs3: :  

BAND BANDED 
LOCALITY AND DATE 

Kar i tane  . 16.11.67 

Campbell I s .  29.1.58 

C .  H a l l e t t ,  (ANTARCT) 24.1.64 

Makarewa. 

Slarei;ce R. Xouth 
Kaikoura. 

Tlaipara R. Mouth. 

S .  Kaipara Head. 

F i r t h  of Thames. 

Ure R.  Mouth. 

Arthurs Pass.  

Takahe Valley. 

I n v e r c a r g i l l  Lac .  

I n v e r c a r g i l l  Loc. 

I n v e r c a r g i l l  Loc . 
Rangiora.  

Dunedin. 

I n v e r c a r g i l l  Loc. 

Ugser Hut t .  

I n v e r c a r g i l l  Loc . 
I n v e r c a r g i l l  Loc . 
Ijpper E u t t .  

Up?er Hut t .  

LoTnsr Hutt . 
%.relock North. 

Big Stage I s .  

RECOVERED 
LOCALITY AND DATE 

Alexandra. 20.3.68 

Campbell Is. 16.11.67 

Hokkaido, JAPAN. 24.4.66 

Auckland. 27.11.67 

Liataura 24.11.66 

Petone. 9.2.71 

Tutaekur i  R. Mouth. 11 .4 .68  

S. Kaipara Head. 6 .12.69 

Orere.  16 .3 .69 

Hamilton, (AUSTRALIA).29.6.68 

Arthu_-s Pass.  26.10.70 

McKinnon Pass .  15 .12.70 

Tnve rca rg i l l  Loc. 51 .1 .68 

I n v e r c a r g i l l  Loc. 18 .4 .70 

Tnve rca rg i i l  Loc. 31.7.66 

O t i r a .  12 .11.68 

Dunedin. (1 .7 .65 

I n v e r c a r ~ i l l L o c .  13 .5 .70  

Cilristchurch. 20.10.66 

I n v e r c a r g i l l  Loc. 25.3.69 

I n v e r c a r g i l l  Loc. 9.4.70 

Lower Bu t t .  9 . 2 .69  

Eiporoa (2 .8 .65  

'o-.ver S u t t  . 6 .10 .68  

Havelock Worth. 15.2.71 

Big Stage  I s .  8 .3 .69  

.GE, DISTANCE 
.Ill.a. 

0-LC-3 

9-9-16 

2-3-3 S016NNW 

4 - 1 -  

0-11-13 366 SU 

11-1-19 

1-4-20 

14-11-24 

17-1-19 

5-6-20 

14-1-9 

13-2-18 

6-0-2 

10-0-26 

6-3-7 
1-5-1 

6-3-11 

7-5-12 

1-0-16 

7-10-28 

7-10-4 

9-0-6 145':' 
0-6-25 

8-5 -22 

5-8-14 

4-5-8 


