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During the year ended 31 March 1972 a total of 35,125 birds 
were banded while 11,994 recoveries and 9,704 repeats received during 
the year were added to the records of the Nw Zealand Bird Banding 
Scheme. A number of these recoveries and repeats were made in 
earlier years but had been held over while the computer system was 
completed. However, these additions represent a 16% increase in 
the records held which is a most satisfactory increase for one year. 
Indications are that up to 20,000 recoveries and repeats will be added 
in 1972-73 which should eliminate the majority of records which 
have till now been withheld. 

TABLE ONE - PROVISIONAL SUMMARY 
Species Banded 1971-1972 96 
Total Species Banded 179 
Species Recovered 197 1-1972 81 
Total Species Recovered 123 
Species with more than 10,000 Banded 19 
Species with more than 1,000 Recovered 16 

Percentage Recovered:- 
Game Species 
Non-Game Species 
All Species 

Details of the numbers per species banded and recovered are 
shown in Table 2 while a selection of interesting age and distance 
recoveries is shown in Table 3. 

The continuation of checks on data held in the computer files 
since conversion has resulted in the removal of a number of duplicate 
records. The result has been a change in some totals previously 
reported for the period 1964-1971. It is not expected that final 
definitive totals for a number of species mentioned in the 1964-1971 
report and especially game species will be available for 2 years as 
past records of banding and recoveries are cross checked with existing 
records. 
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The further growth in emphasis on specific studies has resulted 
in a general decrease in the number of birds banded with a pro- 
portionate increase in the number of birds recovered. The increasing 
number of important studies throughout New Zealand are showing 
the continuing relevance of banding as a research tool. The develop- 
ment of new banding techniques coupled with improved observation 
has resulted in long term data on species which has few equals overseas. 

I continue to be indebted to the co-operation received from 
banding operators: my assistants G. Hatzakortzian, and Mrs S. J. 
McKenzie for their painstaking work; the Government Engineering 
Computer Centre (Ministry of Works) for their facilities and main- 
tenance of " BIRDBAND " and assistance in development of retrieval 
programmes; the Government Computer Centre for card punching 
and verification, and my other colleagues in the Wildlife Service for 
their assistance. 



I TABLE TWO 

BANDING AND RECOVERY TOTALS 

I SPECIES NAME 

North Island Kiwi + 
Northern Blue Pcnguin 

Southern Blue Pcnquin 
white-flippered Penguin 
Rockhopper Penguin + 
Fiordland Crested Penguin 
Snares Crested Pen~uin 

Erect-crested Penguin 
Wandering -Albatross 
Southcrn Royal Albatross 

Black-browed Mollymawk 

Crey-headed Mollymawk 
Buller's Mollymawk 
white-capped Mollymawk 
~alvin' s Idollymawir 

Light-mantled Sooty Albatross 

Giant Petrel 
Antarctic Fulmar 

Number banded = New birds only. ( ) Provisional 'Total 
Recoveries = Birds Recovered at least once. Only. 
Repeat = Extra recoveries for birds 

recovered once. 

NUMBER BANDED 

TOTAL 

25 
1,176 
?25 

1,131 
1 

233  
642 

28 
1,150 
19,062 
10,042 

3,089 
623 

532 
235 
349 
891 

1 

RECOVERIES 

PREVIOUS TOTAL 

+ = New species 7971-72 
* = Total unknown 

REPEAT RECOVERIES 

TOTAL 



I SPECIES NAMF. I 
Cape Pigeon 

Grey-faced P e t r e l  

White-headed P e t r e l  

Elack-capped P e t r e l  

Mot t led  P e t r e l  

Kermadec P e t r e l  

P j c r o f t ' s  P e t r e l  

Gould ' s  P e t r e l  

Cook's P e t r e l  

Black-winged P e t r e l  

Chatham I s .  P e t r e l  

Broad-bi l led  P r ion  

A n t a r c t i c  P r i o n  
P r i o n  Sp. 

F a i r y  P r i o n  

Fulmar P r ion  

Grey P e t r e l  

Black P e t r e l  

Westland Black P e t r e l  

White-Chinned P e t r e l  

Flesh-footed Shearwater  

Wedge-tailed Shearwater  

B u l l e r ' s  S h e a m a t e r  

NUMBER BANDED 

PREVIOUS TOTAL 

6,764 

13,233 
28 

228 

258 

9k4 

209 
1 

54 
2,002 

1 

551 
20 
4 

32,831 
61  

6 

38 

358 
1 0  

1,541 

308 

364 

PREVIOU: 

RECOVERIES 

TOTAL 

522 

277 
- 
- 

65 
- 

20 
- 

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

1,211 
- 
1 

2 

3 
- 

59 
- 
- 

PREVIOU 

REPEAT RECOVERIES 
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I SPECIES NAME 

White Heron 

Reef Heron 

Austral ian B i t t e r n  

Black Swan 
Canada Goose 
Paradise Duck 
Mallard 
Hybrid Mallard (Cross) 

Duck (Grey o r  Mallard) 
Grey Duck 
Grey Teal 
Brown Teal 

N.Z. Shoveler 
Blue Duck 

Australasian Har r ie r  
Chukor 
Par t r idge  
Cal ifornian Qua i l  

Pheasant 
Banded Ra i l  

Weka Sp. 
North I s l and  Weka 

Western Weka 

NUMBER BANDED I RECOVERIES 

TOTAL 

1 

3 
- 

(5,796 
(12,302 

(2,660 

(10,333 

(347 
- 

(9,257 
(111 

5 
(18 

( 3  
328 

1 

(905 
(112 

(3,829 
- 
- 

112 

9 

REPEAT RECOVERIES 

TOTAL 



SPECIES NAME 

I PAGE5 

Eas te rn  Weka 
Marsh Crake 

Spo t l e s s  Crake 
Pukeko 

Notornis  
S. Is. P ied  Oys te rca t che r  
Var i ab le  Oys te rca t che r  

Chatham Is. Oys te rca t che r  
Black Oys te rca t che r  

Spur-winged P love r  
N.Z. D o t t e r e l  
Banded D o t t e r e l  
N.Z. Snore P love r  
Wrybi l l  
Ba r - t a i l ed  Godwit 

Turnstone 
Chathaa I s l a n d  Snipe 
Snares  I s l a n d  Snipe 

P ied  S t i l t  
Black S t i l t  

Southern Skua 
An ta rc t i c  Skua 
Arc t i c  Skua 

NUMBER BANDED 

COTAL 

RECOVERIES 

PREVIOUS TOTAL 

REPEAT RECOVERIES 

TOTAL 



SPECIES NAME 

Black-backed Gull 
Red-billed Gull 
Black-billed Gull 
Black-fronted Tern 
Caspian Tern 
Antarctic Tern 
Fairy Tern 
White-fronted Tern 
Sooty Tern 
Common Noddy 
White-capped Noddy 
White Tern 
~ r &  Ternlet; 
New zealand Pigeon 
Malay Spotted Dove 
Kea 
Antipodes Island Parakeet; 
Kermadec Parakeet 
Red-crowned Parakeet 
Relscheks Farakeet 
Yellow-crowned Parakeet 
Shining Cuckoo 
Long-tailed Cuckoo 

NUMBER BANDED RECOVERIES 

TOTAL 

R I  

PREVIOU: 

iIES 

TOTAL 



Little Owl 
N.Z. Kingfisher 
N. Is. Rifleman 
S. Is. Rifleman 
Rock Wren 

Welcome Swallow 

Hedgesparrow 
South Island Fernbird 
Stewart Island Fernbird 
Snares Island Fernbird 
Brown Creeper 
Whitehead 

Grey Warbler 

N. Is. Fantail 
S. Is. Fantail 

Yellow-breasted Tit 

South Island Robin 



SPECIES NAME 

Black Robin 
Song Thrush 

Blackbird  

S i l v e r e y e  
B e l l b i r d  
Tu i  
Yellowhammer 

C i r l  Bunting 
Chaff i n c h  
Greenf inch 
Goldf inch 
Redpol l  

House Sparrow 
S t a r l i n g  
Myna 
N. Is. Saddleback 
S.  I s .  saddleback 

N. I s .  Kokako 

Black-backed Magpie 
White-backed Magpie 

Magpie Sp. 
Rook 

PROVISIONAL TOTALS 

NUMBER BANDED 

1971-72 TOTAL 

9 9 
62 2,137 

106 4,236 
2,128 27,681 

117 967 
13 315 
1 5 475 

0 2 

37 1,230 
53 31070 

7 1,651 
509 4,879 
786 18,515 
425 3,080 

60 1,224 

49 246 
47 158 

0 6 

0 34 
6 48 
0 4 

0 957 

35,125 572,162 

RECOVERIES REPEAT RECOVERIES 

PREVIOUS TOTAL 

- 
127 

1 I 358 
4,966 

74 
10 
66 
- 

397 
914 

77 
3,002 

710 
30 

125 
I1  
- 
- 
1 

23 
7 

102 

46,298 



TABLE THREE 
A SELECTION OF INTERESTING RECOVERIZS RECEIVZD 1971-1972 

SPECIES 

White-flippered Penguin 

Wandering Albatross  
Black-browed Mollymawk 

Bullers  Mollymawk 

Fairy Prion 

Sooty Shearwater 

Huttons Shearwater 
Grey-faced P e t r e l  
White-faced Storm P e t r e l  

Diving P e t r e l  
Austral ian Gannet 

Canada Goose 

Black Swan 

Paradise Duck 

Grey Teal 
Grey Duck 

BAND RECOVERED 
LOCALITY AND DATE 

BANDED 
LOCALITY AND DATE 

P-1554 
R-18931 
M-20658 

M-25102 

0-7820 

M-14817 
0-2008 

D-15660 

2-451 
E-76201 
E-21194 

23616 

C-9894 
C-16483 

D-14484 

15751 

99536 
18-26340 

80061 

19-14997 

13-743 
13-10828 

18-12217 

2-4308 
17-2014 

dotunau I s .  31.10.71 

italabar,(AUSTRALIA.) 25. 9.71 

fingscllff,(AUSTRALIA.)24.11.69 
4t Sea,  (PACIFIC.) 18. 7.70 

4rutua I s .  (TUAMOTU.) 14. 8.68 

Snares I s .  (30. 2.71; 

4t Sea, Timaru. 30. 4.71 

Yotunau Is. 31.10.71 

Uotunau I s .  9. 2.72 

iiopetown,(AUSTRALIA.) (1.12.701 
Faree, (AUSTRALIA.) (-. -.71: 

liotunau I s .  22.11.70 

LIotunau I s .  21.11.71 

VIotunau I s .  22.11.71 

Paekakarikl. 1. 8.71 
lhangarez Heads. 2. 3.72 

Ellesmere L. 7. 5.71 
Ellesmere L. 9. 1.72 

l a i p o r i  L. 29. 5.71 

Kuntly Loc. (-. 5-71; 

Tolaga Say. 22. 5.71 

Kereru. (7.  5.71 

Whangara. 1. 5.71 

Mlddlemarch. 2. 5.71 
Taupir i  Loc. 1. 5.71 

Motunau I s .  
Antipodes I s .  
Campbell I s .  

Campbell I s .  

Campbell I s .  

Snares I s .  

Snares I s .  

Motunau I s .  

Motunau I s .  

Chris tchurcl .  
Mercury I s .  

Motunau Is. 

Motunau I s .  

S.E.Is .  (CHP-THAM 

Tr ios  I s .  
Horuhoru 

Ellesmere L. 

Ellesmere L. 
Ellesmere L. 
Ellesmere L. 

Repongaere L. 
Ngakaroa. 

Repongaere L.  
Vahi L. 
Whangape L. 

AGE, DISTANCE 

y.m.d. 
3-10-22 

2-7-0 1776WNW 

0-7-19 1859NNW 
0-3-21 1892NNE 

0-6-27 3530ENE 

23-I-? 

10-2-16 338NE 
9-0-10 

8-2-1 

1-8-0 
9-?-7 

10-1-0 

8-0-29 

1-0-19 lajwrjw 
9-0-5 52E 
13-0-16 

14-3-25 

14-11-28 

15-4-1 
4-3-? 't48NNE 
8-4-13 - 24IiNE 

0-5-19 m. 
10-3-14 - 29NE 

609SSW 0-3-7 - 
12-2-14 



SPECIES PAGE 2 

Mallard 
" 

N.Z. Shoveler 
Australasian Harrier 
Calif oroian Quail 
Fukeko. 
S. Is. 'pied Oystercatcher. 

n 

N.Z.  ottere el 
Antarctic Skua 
Black-backed Gull 

Caspian Perb 
I 

Wkiite-fronted Tern 
Kea: 

Greenf inch 
Chaff inch 
liouie, Sparrow 

" 

Rook 
S. Is. saddleback 

BAND 

17-55566 
17-75507 
2-167 
14638 

14-5385 
M-3908 
K-3242 

K-5499 
K-4845 
0-5290 
L-7430 

29759 
S-3088 
E-6b181 
E-7182 

30181 
H-18724 

25027 
26959 
L-1603 

B-4955 
A-3457 
B-3326 
B-8211 
B-10788 
H-14550 
D-22105 

AGE, DISTANCE 
BANDED 

LOCALITY AND DATE 

Ohuia L. 

Tuakitoto La 

Pukepuke Lagoon. 
Maraekakaho. 

.TauPo Loc. 
Lorneville. 
Okarito . 
Ashley R. 
Parapara, Nelson. 
Karaka. 
Hal le t t  C. (ANTARCT 
Rangitoto Is.  
Mataura R. Mouth. 

.Kaiiroura. 
Ashley R. 
S. Kaipara Head. 
Invercargil l  Loc. 
Crusoe I s .  
Temple Basin. 
Arthurs Pass. 
Invercargil l  Loo. 
Invercargil l  Loc. 
Invercargil l  Loc. 
Christchurch. 
Upper Hutt. 
Poukawa. 
Big Stage Is .  

1. 3.69 
29. 1.70 
10. 1.71 
22. 2.53 
2. 4.64 
4.10.63 

16. 8.69 
20.10.70 
12. 4.71 
7.12.61 

.) -. 1.59 
18.12.55 
18.12.60 

11. 1.59 
10.12.60 
2.12.56 

30.11.70 
23.11.58' 

'15. 9.56 
10. 6.61 
27.12.64 
30. 7.61 
3.12.64 
1. 3.65 

21. 2.65 
18.11.65 
2. 9.64 

RECOVERED 
LOCALITY AND DATE 

Chatham I s .  1. 5.71 
Norotlu. 17. 5.72 
Waikouaiti. 5. 6.71 
Mareakakaho. 25. 4.71 
Wairakei. 22. 5.71 
Plne Bush. 14. 5.71 
Tokomairiro R. Mouth. 1. 7.71 
Mangere. 18. 3.72 
Millers F l a t ,  Otago. 24. 8.71 
Fi r th  of Thanes. 7. 7-70 
Hallett  C. (ANTARCI.) 20.12.71 
Rangltoto Is .  2.12.67 
Masterton. 19. 5.71 
Heathcote R. Mouth. 3. 2.72 
Ashburton. 8. 1.72 

Auckland Airport. 9.12.71 
Huntly Loc. 8. 5.71 
Karaka. 30. 1.72 
Temple Basin. 2. 8.71 
Darfield. 22.12.71 
Xnvercargill Loc. 7. 1.72 
Invercargil1,Loc. 13.10.68 
Invercargil l  Loc. 21. 6.71 
Christchurch. 13.11.71 
Upper Hutt. 9:10.71 
Poukawa. 3. 2.72 
Big Stage I s .  27. 2.72 


