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During the yeer ended 31 March 1974, a total of 29,466 birds 
were banded while 4,814 recoveries and 3,465 repeats received during 
the year were added to the records of the New Zealand Banding 
Scheme. Five new species have becn recorded for the first time. 
The early banding records cf Dr L. E. Richdale for the Northern 
Royal Albatross which go back to 1937 have been included to show 
a complete record for this species not recorded in previous reports. 

Details of the numbers per species banded and recovered are 
shown in Table 1 while a selection of interesting age and distance 
recoveries is shown in Table 2. 

This year marked an important milestone in the history of the 
scheme with recoveries now exceeding the 100,000 mark. During the 
preparation ~f this report an item in the BTO News 1974 No. 67 
recorded some remarks concerning the oldest authenticated age for a 
wild banded bird. This was reported to be a German Oystercatcher 
which reached the age of 34 years. 

Included in Table 2 below are records of two Northern Royal 
Albatrosses, one banded as an adult in 1937 and recovered in 1973 at 
nearly 36 years old, and another banded as a chick in 1941 which in 
1973 was just over 32 years old. Both birds were recovered again on 
1 December 1974 during the preparation of this report. R-15113 had 
then reached a banded age of 37y-Om-17d, and as it was banded as 
a breeding adult would have been at least 46+ years old. R-15148 
was banded as a chick which had hatched on 29 January 1941, and 
would thus have reached an actual age of 33y-10m-2d. Both of these 
birds form part of a breeding study continued since the start of the 
project by Dr Richdale in 1937. 

I continue to be indebted to banding operators for their co- 
operation and to my assistants Mrs J .  Llewellyn, G. Hatzakortzian and 
his replacements Mrs 7. Braddick, Mrs S. Mathers and Mrs E. Perks 
for their painstaking work; the Government Engineering Computer 
Centre for the use of their facilities, and my other colleagues in the 
Wildlife Service for their assistance. 



TABLE OIL% 

BANDING AND RECOVERY TOTALS 

t 
ikmber Banded : New Bi rds  Only 
Recover ies  : Bi rds  Recovered A t  Leas t  Once ( ) P r o v i s i o n a l  T o t a l  Only . . 
Repeat : E x t r a  Recover ies  For B i rds  

Recovered Once + = New Spec i e s  1973-1974 

1 SPECIES NAME 

North I s l a n d  Kiwi 

L i t t l e  Spo t t ed  Klrri 

Yellow-eyed Penguin 

North Blue Penguin 

South Blue Penguin 

White-Elippered Penguin 

Rock Hopper Penguin 

F ion l l and  (WZ) Crested  Penguin 

Wandering Alba t ro s s  

North Royal Albat ross  

South  Royal Albat ross  

Black-Browed Mollyma,.vk 

Grey-Headed Mollymawk 

B u l l e r s  Mollymaxk 

Giant  P e t r e l  

Cape Pigeon 

Grey-faced P e t r e l  

P y c r o f t ' s  P e t r e l  

Cooks P e t r e l  

Blue P e t r e l  

Broad-bi l led  P r i o n  

F a i r y  P r i o n  

Black P e t r e l  

Westland Black P e t r e l  

Wedge-tailed Sheanwater 
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79 
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- 
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- 
- 
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NUP 

PREVIOUS TOTAL REV1 OUS 

ECOVERI! 

973-74 

7 
222 
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20 

13 
15 
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23 5 
66 
48 
- 
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2 
- 
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TOTAL 

3,302 
(4,214) 

117 
9 

- 
110 

69 
190 
66 

14 
169 
17 
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9 
66 

839 
4,134 
12,118 

2, 049 
48 

110 
- 
517 
144 
642 
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'REVIOUS 

1,999 

(8) 
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- 
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10 

437 
38 
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Page 2 
SPECIES 

B l a c k  Swan 

11 0 

P a r a d l s e  Duck 

31 1 ,  

Grey T e a l  

11 I, 

Grey Duck 

N.Z. Sho-reler  

S .  Is  P i e d  O y s t e r c a t c h e r  

N.Z. D o t t e r e l  

B l a c k  S t i l t  

S o u t h e r n  Skua 

A n t a r c t i c  Skua 

Black-backed  G u l l  

R e d - b i l l e d  Gul l .  

C a s p i a n  Tern  

Morepork 

S. Is Ri f l eman  

Grey Warb le r  

Song Thrush  

T u i  

House Sparrow 

S t a r l i n g  

M ~ n s  

BAND 
80698 

9-12274 

3-10269 

3-13868 

2- 4324 

7-41571 

7-13959 

2-13462 

K- 3206 

24269 

E-55657 

M-31633 

L- 6291 

s- 6046 

E-71179 

H-18234 

H-17506 

A-19960 

A-35197 

C-12141 

D-63144 

3-14957 

D-57832 

E-39862 

BANDED BANDED 

L. : E l l e s m e r e  X. 15 .  7.72 

L. E l l e s m e r e  x. 23. 5.73 

T a r n d a l e ,  Ne l son  

L.  Wahi 

L. Wahi 

L. Whangape 

O r e t i  Beach Loc. 

C h r i s t c h u r c h  

Karaka 

Ohau R i v e r  

Enderby Is. 

C. Royds 

B a r i n g  Head 

Ka ikoura  

S. Mangawhai Hd. 

Orongorongo 

Ross C r k ,  Dunedin 

Orongorongo 

Whataroa N .  

Orongorongo 

M i l f o r d  

N i l f o r d  

Havelock Nor th  

A .  16.  1 .73  Lewis P a s s  X .  8 .  5 .73 

J. 5. 2.71 Manawatu R .  X .  20. 5 .73  

J. 14.  2.68 Te Kauwhata X .  14.  3 . 7 2  

A. 27.  2 . 6 2  T i r a u  x. 5 .  5 .73  

J. 18.12.72 Hoods Land ing ,  Waikato X .  6 .  5 .73  

J. 9. 5.67 ~ u t t  R .  X. 30. 5.73 

P. 7.12.61 Karaka S .  12 .  1 .74 

P i  26.11.67 A h u r i r i  R. S. 25.10.72 

A .  17.  1 . 6 3  Enderby Is. V .  5. 1 . 7 3  

P.  22.  1 .65  P o i n t e  G e o l o g i e  S .  22.11.73 

P. 27.12.60 P e t o n e  X. 23. 1.74 

P. 22.11.59 R e d c l i f f s  S. 26.  3.74 

P. 24.11.69 Waihou R. x. 10.  5 .73  

A. 28.11.68 Orongorongo S. 11.12.73 

P. 24.11.68 R o s s  Crk V.  19. I .74 

U. 3 .  3.70 Orongorongo V. 12. 7.72 

J. 14 .12 .66  Whataroa W. x. 3. 4 .73  

A .  31.  1 .69  Orongorongo V. 3.11.24 

U .  1 9 .  1 .66 M i l f o r d  Loc X.  16.13.73 

A. 10.12.67 M i l f o r d  X .  - .12.73 

A .  27.4 .66 Havelock Nor th  X .  22.11.73 

8-  4- 6 433  N N E  

0- 4-15 

0- 3-23 232 E 

2- I 

4- 0-29 

1 - 2 - 1 3  

0- 4-17 705  NNE 

6- 0-21 

2-  1- 5 

4-10-29 

9-1 I - I  8 

8-  9-29 

3 -  0-26 

4- 4- 2 

3- 5-14 

3- 9-26 

5 -  1-25 

2-  4- 9 

6- 3-19 

3-1 3-24 

7 -  4-20 

6 -  0- ? 

7-  6-26 


