PRELIMINARY REPORT ON BIRD BANDING
IN NEW ZEALAND 1973 -74

By C. J. R. ROBERTSON
Wildlife Service, ]jepartment of Internal Affairs, Wellington

During the year ended 31 March 1974, a total of 29,466 birds
were banded while 4,814 recoveries and 3,465 repeats received during
the year were added to the records of the New Zealand Banding
Scheme. Five new species have been recorded for the first time.
The early banding records ¢f Dr L. E. Richdale for the Northern
Royal Albatross which go back to 1937 have been included to show
a complete record for this species not recorded in previous reports.

Details of the numbers per species banded and recovered are
shown in Table 1 while a selection of interesting age and distance
recoveries is shown in Table 2.

This year marked an important milestone in the history of the
scheme with recoveries how exceeding the 100,000 mark. During the
preparation of this report an item in the BTO News 1974 No. 67
recorded some remarks concerning the oldest authenticated age for a
wild banded bird. This was reported to be a German Oystercatcher
which reached the age of 34 years.

Included in Table 2 below are records of two Northern Royal
Albatrosses, one banded .as an adult in 1937 and recovered in 1973 at
nearly 36 years old, and ancther banded as a chick in 1941 which in
1973 was just over 32 years old. Both birds were recovered again on
1 December 1974 during the preparation of this report. R-15113 had
then reached a banded age of 37y-Om-17d, and as it was banded as
a breeding adult would have been at least 46+ years old. R-15148
was banded as a chick which had hatched on 29 January 1941, and
would thus have reached an actual age of 33y-10m-2d. Both of ‘these
birds form part of a breeding study continued since the start of the
project by Dr Richdale in 1937.

I continue to be.indebted to banding operators for their co-
operation and to my a551stants Mrs J. Llewellyn, G. Hatzakortzian and
his replacements Mrs J. Braddick, Mrs S. Mathers and Mrs E. Perks
for their painstaking work; the Government Engineering Computer
Centre for the use of their facilities, and my other colleagues in the
Wildlife Service for their assistance.
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TABLE ONE

Number Banded :

New Birds Only

Recoveries : Birds Recovered At Least Once () Provisional Total Only
BANDING AND RECOVERY TOTALS fepeat : EXtE?cgsgg\e{gréiieFor Birde + = New Species 1973-1974
Page 1 NUMBER BANDED RECOVERIES REPEAT RECOVERIES
SPECLES NAME PREVIOUS| 1973-74 | TOTAL | PREVIOUS | 1973-74 | TOTAL | PREVIOUS| 1973-74 | TOTAL

North Island XKiwi 30 11 49 12 7 19 - -

Little Spotted Kiwi A 0 4 4 - 2 2 - -
Yellow-eyed Penguin 17 145 162 1 3 4 - -

Horth Blue Penguin 41,500 32 1,332 631 25 656 2,480 62 2,542
South Blue Penguin 270 106 376 23 35 58 3 5
White-Flippered Penguin 1,581 472 2,053 135 52 197 26 53

Rock Hopper Penguin 1 0 1 - 1 1 - -

Fiordland (NZ) Crested Penguin 306 6 312 18 2 20 1 -

Wandering Albatross 1,734 1 1,735 70 19 89 88 7

North Royal Albatross u 0 1,252 1,252 - 87 87 - 853 853
South Royal Albatross 19,161 21 19,182 2,218 43 2,261 1,558 17 1,575
Black-Browed Mollymawk 10,042 1,452 11,494 593 3] 599 42 - 42
Grey-Headed Mollymawk 3,089 o3 5,732 510 1 511 144 - 141
Bullers Mollymawk 1,486 273 1,759 271 — 271 102 - 102
Giant Petrel 959 24 933 183 - 183 91 - 91
Cape Pigeon 6,788 1 5,789 520 4 521 36 -

Grey-faced Petrel 13,241 o] 1342449 279 280 52 -

Pycroft's Petrel 215 1 216 21 - 21 42 - 42
Cooks Petrel 54 o] 4 - 1 4 - -

Blue Petrel o 0 g 1 - - - - -
Broad-billed Prion 551 102 €53 - - - - _

Fairy Prion 33,076 1,478 34,554 1,230 69 1,299 105 6 111
Black Petrel 79 23 102 7 20 27 - -

Westland Black Petrel 414 63 4777 9 10 19 - -
Wedge-tailed Shearwater 308 2 310 - - - - -
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NUMBER BANDED RECOVERIES REPEAT RECOVERIES
SPECTES WaNE PREVIOUS| 1973-74 | TOTAL |PREVIOUS [1973-74 TOTAL | PREVIOUS | 1975-74 | TOTAL
Californian Quail 124,138 0 12,138 3,295 7 3,302 1,999 1 2,000
Pacusant (45,595) 2,288 |(s47,883) | (3,992) 202 (4,218) (8) - (8)
North Island %Weka 2,672 68 2,740 116 1 117 5% - 53
Western Weka Ca 4 148 9 - 9 - - -
Stewart Island YWeka o} 24 21 - - - - - -
Pukeko 954 54 1,005 90 20 110 5 6 "
Hotorais 108 65 173 56 13 69 165 - 165
land Pied QOystercatcher 757 4 738 175 15 190 112 24 1%6
Jusrisble Oystercateher 4125 4 129 63 3 o6 93 6 99
Bluack Orstercatcher 101 0 101 38 5 1% 10 - 10
524 0 524 169 - 169 437 1 438
59 7 56 13 4 a7 38 5 43
425 5 26 4 - “ “ - “
288 4 289 9 - 9 - - -
535 5 538 65 4 66 22 - 22
Antarctic Skua 2,044 86 2,130 835 4 839 732 21 753
Bthn 3lack-backed Gull 55,550 746 56,296 5,899 235 4,134 134 2 136
Red-bilied Gull 41,242 1,758 43,000 12,052 66 12,118 12,46% 207 12,670
billed Gull 27,967 26 28,05% 2,001 48 2,049 1,355 3 1,358
Bluck-ironted Tern 597 g 706 48 - 48 30 ~ 20
: 2,327 389 2,716 104 6 110 - - -
Foiry Tern 3 2 5 - - - - - -
Hhite-ironted Tern 15,878 814 16,692 515 2 517 10 - 10
Sooty Tern 14,584 2 14,586 144 - 44 - ~ -
Kea 1,036 o 1,0%6 &4 1 et2 | 3,440 - 3,140
15 1 16 - - - - - -
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Page 2 BANDED BANDED
SPECIES BAND LOCALITY, AGE AND DATE LOCALITY, HOW AND DATE AG?M.D. DISTANCE

Black Swan 80698 L..Ellesmere J. 22 1.56 | L. Ellesmere X, 15. 7.72} 16~ 5-22

" " 19-12274 L. Ellesmere J. 15, 1.69 L. Rerewhakaitu X, 23, 5.73] 8- 4- 6 433 NNE
Paradise Duck 13-10269 Blackmount, Southland  P. 19.12.‘72 Berwick X. 5. 5.73] 0- 4-15 113 &

" " 13-13%868 Tarndale, Nelson A. 16. 1.7% Lewis Pass X, 8. 5.73} 0- 3-23 232 E
Grey Teal 2- 4324 L. Wahi J. 5. 2.71 Manawatu R. X. 20. 5.73] 2- 3-13 207 S

" " 17-41571 L. Wahi J. 14, 2,68 Te Kauwhata X, 1k, 3.72{ 4- 0-29 1 n
Grey Duck 17-13959 L. Whangape A. 27. 2.62] Tirau X. 5. 5.73(11- 2- 6 50_SE
N.Z. Shoveler Z-13462 Oreti Beach Loe. J. 18.12.72] Hoods Landing, Waikato X. 6. 5.73{ O- L-17 705 NNE
S. Is Pied Oystercatcher K- 3206 Christchurch J. 9. 5.67] Hutt R. X. 30. 5.73] 6- 0-21 195 NE
N.Z. Dotterel . 24269 Karaka P. 7.12.61] Karaka 8. 12. 1.74{12- 1- 5
Black Stilt E-55657 Ohau River P. 26.11.67] Ahuriri R, 5. 25.10.72{ 4-10-29 20 SW
Southern Skua M-31633 Enderby Is. A. 17, 1.63 Enderby Is, Vo 5, 1.731 9-11-18
Antarctic Skua L- 6291 C. Royds P. 22. 1.65| Pointe Geologie 8. 22.11.73} 8- 9-29 303 N
Black-backed Gull S- 6046 Baring Head P. 27.12.60] Petone X. 23, 1.74113- 0-26 11N
Red-billed Gull BE-71179 Kaikoura P, 22.11.59| Redcliffs’ S, 26. 3.74114- L. 2 95 SSW
Caspian Tern H-18234 S. Mangawhai Hd. P, 24,11.69} Waihou R. X. 10. '5.731 3- 5-14 72 _NW
Morepork H-17506 Orongorongo A, 28.11.68) Orongorongo S. 11.12.73} 3- 9-26
S. Is Rifleman A-19960 Ross Crk, Dunedin P. 24,11.68{ Ross Crk V. 19. 1.74} 5- 1-25
Grey Warbler A-35197 Orongorongo U. 3. 3.70|Orongerongo V. 12, 7.72} 2- 4- 9
Song Thrush C-12141 Whataroa N. J. 14.12,66{Whataroa W. X. 3. 4,73{ 6- 3-19 ab sw
Tui D-63144 Orongorongo A. 31, 1.69|0rongorongo V. 3.11.24( 3-11-24
House Sparrow B-14957 Milford U. 19, 1.66|Miiford Loc X, 16.10.73% 7- 4-20
Starling D-57832 biilfora A, 10.12.67|Milford X, -.12,73| 6- 0--?
Myna E-39862 Havelock North A, 27.4 ,66}Havelock North X, 22.11.73| 7- 6-26
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