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ABSTRACT 
During 1967, 1 137 kilometres of coast were patrolled by 

38 members of the Ornithological Society of New Zealand and 
2 228 dead stabirds were found. Localized wrecks of Blue 
Penguins (Eudyptula minor), Fairy Prions (Pachyptila turtur) 
and Sooty Shearwaters (Puffinus griseus) were recorded. 
Meterological evidence shows that these wrecks coincided with 
unusually severe weather conditions. 

INTRODUCTION 
This report summarises results of the Ornithological Society o l  

New Zealand's Beach Patrol Scheme for 1967. During this year 126 
beach patrol cards arid 15 specimen record cards were filed covering 
9 cf the 15 gecgraphical zones detailed by Imber & Boeson (1969). 
Nomenclature follows the Annotated Checklist (OSNZ 1970). In most 
cases binomials have been used, as it is not reasonable to identify 
subspecies from beach wrecked specimens. Trinominals are only used 
where ccnfirmed identifications have been made. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The numbers of buds found, kilometres of beach travelled, 

kilometres of beach covered per month and per zone are presented 
in Tab!e 1. In only four sections - Aucldand West, Auckland East, 
Wellington West acd Tarariaki - was an excess of 100 km covered 
Kilometrcs tmvellsd is the sum of distances patrolled. Kilometres 
covered is the length of coast actually inspected monthly. Hence, if 
one kilometre of b c x h  is patrolled 3 times in one month, 3 kilometres 
have been travelled but cnly one kilometre covered. The monthly and 
zor~al distribution of more common species is listed in Tables 3 and 4. 
Details of the rarer specimens are recorded in Table 2. 

Minor wrecks of Fairy Prions, Sooty Shearwaters, and Blue 
Penguins wele recoidtd, otherwise mortality was at normal levels. 

During December 1966 and Jmuary 1967 strong south west 
winds were rcccrded as shown by the following extract from the 
Meteorological Service records:- " The cold spell which had been 
offccticg the coui:~iy in the last week of 1966 continued for about 
the first ten days of 1967. South to west winds dominated during this 
prricd. The 18th to 25th January was a period of westerlies which 
terminated on the 25th with gale force winds " (Gabites 1967). This 
weather could acccunt for the high number of birds (4 per km) ashore 
on Auckland West beaches in January 1967. 
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TABLX 2 -- Seab i rds  of which 1 t o  5 specinens  were found dead i n  1967. 
Coast and ldonth o f  d i scove ry  given.  

SFECIES 02 
SUBSCEGIES 

Dionedea e:,rulans 5 
epomophora 2  
chrysostoma I( 

b u l l e r i  
cau ta  s a l v i n i  

3 
2 

P1ccebetria pa lpebra t a  2 
I t e rod rona  spp* 2  

cook i i  
P a c h m t i l a  v i t t a t a  . - 

d e s o l a t a  4 
F r o c e l l a r i a  s?p* 1 

c ine rea  1 
F u f f i m s  spp*  1 

h u t t  oni  
Felag  d roma  marina 

3 

Phalzcrocorax carbo 
3 
4 

v a r i u s  3 
nelmoleucos  1 

S t i c t o c s r b o  puncta tus  2  
Lams  spp* 1 

b u l l e r l  2  
S te rna  spp* 1 
Xydroprogne casp ia  3 

I 

A n ,  V,TJ (2 )  
AE, A!T, TnrJ 
AE, (2 )  T ,  'TI 
T, (3) 
AE 

J a n ,  !!a, May, Dec (2)  
Feb ( 2 )  . . 
J a n  
S m ,  I h y ,  Nov 
Jnn,  Dec 
May, XOV 
J u l  ( 2 )  
Apr, Fay ( 2 ) ,  Dec 
May ( 2 ) ,  Oct ,  Wov ( 2 )  
May, Oct, Nov ( 2 )  
Apr 
Nov 
J u l  
NO+ ( 3 )  
J m .  Nov  an; Feb, 
Aug, Oct, 
),Tar 
Jan, Feb 

(2) 
May, Sept 
Nov 

Nov . 
Feb 
May 
Oct, Dec (2 )  

* Species  could n o t  be i d e n t i f i e d  by  p a t r o l l e r .  



Taam 3  - Monthly Dis t r ibut ion  of t h e  more common seabirds found dead in 1967. 

MTAL 
1 2 3 4  5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 BIRDS 

F a d ~ t u l a  n inor  
Dioredea cauta 
?:acronecteq giganteus 
Daption capensis 
Pterodrona macroptera 

l e s son i  
inexpectata 

Pachyptila species 
be lcher i  
turtur 
salv5ni 

Fuffinus carneipes 
b u l l e r i  
gr iseus  
t e n u i r o s t r i s  
eavia 
acs imi l i s  

Felecanoides u- ina t r ix  
Sula s e r r a t o r  
Lams dosinicanus 

novaehollandiae 
Sterna s t r i a t a  

TOTAL 
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The high incidence of birds on the Auckland East beaches in 
March (9.5 birds per km) was probably due to the high frequency 
of north easterly winds recorded during this period. A wreck of Blue 
Penguins (Eudyptula minor) at a rate of 10 per km on Tokerau Beach 
and 2 per km at Mangawhai, can be directly related to this weather. 
Similar wrecks in Northland have been described by Crockett & 
Kearns (1975) . 

The wreck of Fairy Prions (Pachyptila turtur) occurred on 
Wellington West beaches during November with 2.1 birds per kilometre. 
A large number (232) of wings only, listed as Pachyptila species are 
likely to have also belonged to Fairy Prions. During 1967 only small 
numbers of the usual Indo-Atlantic pr im species P. belcheri (6),  
P. desolata (4) ,  P. salvini ( 5 ) ,  and the local southern P. vittata (5) 
were found on our coasts. 

The transequatorial migrant Sooty Shearwater (Puffinus griseus) 
returning from the Ncrth Pacific were wrecked on Auckland West and 
Wellington West beaches during November-December. Usual numbers 
(39) of the Short-tailcd Shearwater (Puffinus tenuirostris) came ashore. 
Other migrant shearwaters (P. bulleri and P. carneipes) were apparently 
not affected. Adverse weather conditions were the probable cause of 
this mortality as shown by the followicg extract from the Meteorological 
Service monthly report:- " From the 5th to 7th November a deep 
depression crossed the South Tasman Sea and moved past Campbell 
Island while two associated troughs crossed the country. Winds were 
mainly between northwest and southwest reaching well beyond gale 
force in some arers, especially about Cook Strait. Six days of strong 
westerlies followed. Westerly conditions again prevailed between the 
22nd to 24th November " (Gabites 1967). 

In additicn to seabirds, 28 land or freshwater birds were found, 
viz:- 2 Black Swans. 2 Grey Ducks, 2 Harriers, 1 Californian Quail, 
2 Pheasants, 2 Dcmestic Fowl, 3 Variable Oystercatchers, 1 Rock 
Pigeon, 1 Dove sp., 1 Rosella, 1 Budgerigar, 1 Skylark, 1 Song Thrush, 
5 Blackbirds, 1 Tui and 2 White-bacBed Magpies. These are not listed 
in the tables. 
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A G M 1977: A LATER REPORT 

The following reports for presentation at the Annual General 
Meeting were received too late for publication with the others in the 
September Notornis. 

CARD COMMITTEE REPORT 
Two further original paintings, Yellowhead and Wrybill, by 

Mrs Janet Marshall were used for this year's cards. Mixed packs of 
the previous year's cards were also available. Sales remained at 60.000 
but profits, $4.200, were higher because no printing was involved. 
Also Mrs Marshall met the cost of distributing the brochures as she 
included one featuring her own prints. This resulted in a saving of 
some $700. 

The nsxt cards will feature Kakapo and Pied Tit. Distribution 
will be handled from Aucldand with Mr Russell Thomas as convener. 
The brochures will continue to be circulated from Wellington. 

On behalf of the Society 1 wculd once again thank the Royal 
Forest and Bird Protection Society for addressing the brochure envelopes 
and Wellington members for their continuing help with sorting and 
packaging, and my wife for handling the dispatch. I would also like 
to extend the Society's thanks to Mrs Marshall for her valuable con- 
tribution. As this is my final year as convener I would ask all to 
support the Christmas Card Scheme under its new convener. 

B. D. BELL, Convener 


