NOTORNIS 45 SHORT NOTES 223

LITERATURE CITED -

GEDDES, I. 1983. Crested grebes on frozen lakes. Notornis 30: 21-22.

MARCHANT, PJ. and HIGGINS, M. (Editors). 1991. Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic
Birds. Oxford Universily Press, Melbourne Volume 1A. pp 115-124,

O'DONNELL, C.EJ. 1985. Lake Ellesmere: a wildlife habitat of international importance. Fauna Survey
Unit Report No. 40. New Zealand Wildlife Service, Department of Internal Affairs, Christchurch.
pp 41-42.

O'DONNELL, C.F). 1988. Southern Crested Grebes on a lowland coastal lake in  winter. Notornis 35: 75-
77

SAGAR, P and O’'DONNELL, C.F]. 1982. Seasonal movements and populations ofthe Southern Crested
Grebe in Canterbury. Notoreis 29: 143-149.

STEWART, 1.D. and WARD, J.C. 1990, Birds of Lake Alexandrina, South Canterbury. Tane 32: 137-148.

WARD, .C. and STEWART, LD 1990. Arr approach io lake managerment ecology, values and conflict al
Lake Alexandrina. Centre for Resource Management, Lincoln University, Canterbury.

WESTERSKOV, K. 1971. Distribution and nnumbers of the crested grebe (Podiceps cristatus australis) in
Canterbury. Notornis 18: 1-29.

WILSON, H.D. 1992, Banks Ecological Region. Protected Natural Areas Report No, 21, Department of
Conservation, Christchurch.

KEYWORDS: Southern Crested Grebe, Podiceps cristatus australis, distribution,
Lake Forsyth, land use.

AR, RIDLEY and WJ. SULLIVAN, Ecology and Entomology Group, PO.Box 84,
Lincoln University, Canterbury, New Zealand

Manuscript received: 14 March 1998, revised & accepted 13 August 1998

Channel-billed Cuckoos in New Zealand in spring 1996

Channel-billed Cuckoos (Scythrops novaebollandiae) range from Sulawesi in the
west through the New Guinea region to the Bismarck Archipelago and northern and
eastern Australia. The birds in Australia belong to the nominate race S. 7. novaehollandiae
and migrate south from the New Guinea region to subcoastal forests and woodlands in
southern New South Wales, arriving in August to October (Mason & Forrester 1990).
Their arrival in northern Australia during their northward migration in autumn coin-
cides with the onset of the wet season, giving rise to such colloquial names as “storm
bird”, “flood bird” and “rain bird” (Readers Digest 1976). In Australia nesting birds
usually parasitise currawongs and butcherbirds (Cracticidae) and crows (Corvidae) (Readers
Digest 1976). Vagrants reach Tasmania, New Caledonia and New Zealand (Mason &
Forrester 1996).

Until 1996 there were only two New Zealand records. The first is a bird presented
to the Otago Musecum by Mrs Thompson of Invercargill in December 1924 (Marples
1942). Its label gives no details of wheén or where the specimen was actually found
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FIGURE 1 - Channel-billed Cuckoos: whole body and wing (upper and under surface), reg. no. 25346; rail
upper and under surface, reg. no. 25345,

(pers. obs.), thus there is a possibility that it was brought to New Zealand already pre-
served. It was probably presented by “Mrs Thomson” (rather than “Thompson”), be-
cause its original label is from “Thomson & Co.” of Invercargill (pers. obs.). The second
record is of a bird seen in Northland from October 1986 to January 1987, during which
time it fed on the fruit of a Moreton Bay Fig (Howell 1987, Taylor et al. 1988, D. Ogle,
pers. comm). In spring 1996 there were three additional New Zealand records (all dead
birds), from Northland, Waikato and Wellington. This note documents each of the 1996
records. ‘These specimens are held in the Museum of New Zealand (their registration
numbers are given below).

1. Ocean Beach, Raglan, 14 October 1996. Reg. number 25346. Found washed up
on the beach by Paul Cuming (Woolley 1996). This was the least decomposed of the
birds found (Table 1.). The iris was red; tarsus and feet grey; bill dark grey, becoming
whitish at the tip. The plumage and measurements (Table 1) indicate it was an adult
female, i.e. head and neck grey, upper parts dark grey with dark feather ends and red iris
(see Readers Digest 1976, Strahan 1994). '

The primaries and secondaries were slightly worn, upper wing coverts mostly slightly
worn, but some very worn. The outer four tail retrices were slightly worn but the central
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pair were very worn. The remainder of the plumage (head and body) was slightly or
moderately worn. No active moult was found.

The stomach of this bird was empty. A male louse (Cuculiphilus cuculiphilus platygaster)
collected from this specimen is the first New Zealand record of this species, which is host
specific to the Channel-billed Cuckoo (R. Palma pers. comm.).

2. Te Paki, Northland 30 October 1996. Reg. number 25345. The dried out corpse
was found by Department of Conservation volunteer workers in mixed pasture/shrubland
(Brackenbury 1997). As with bird no.25340, the tarsus and feet were grey, and the bill
dark grey becoming white at the tip. The grey head, and dark grey upper wing feathers
with blackish feather ends, together with its larger bill and wing lengths (Table 1), indi-
cate that the bird was an adult male. The head, wing and tail feathers were all slightly
worn except for the eighth outer primary on the left wing which was more worn than
the adjacent wing feathers. There was no active moult. All body feathers were missing.

3. Pukerua Bay, Wellington 9 November 1996. Reg. number 25344. This bird was
found dead on the beach by Alan Tennyson. The remains comprised the left wing only.
The wing feathers were all slightly worn (including the eight remaining primaries) and
the dark grey feathers with blackish ends and wing length (Table 1) indicate it was an
adult male.

All three cuckoos appear to have arrived in New Zealand at about the same time,
approximately the second week of October 1996. At that time, a low pressure system of
about 980 millibars located in the south Tasman Sea spread a strong westerly airflow
between Australia and New Zealand. It is quite likely that the associated strong winds
blew the birds off course and across the Tasman Sea during their southward migration.
This agrees well with the fact that migrating Channel-billed Cuckoos reach Sydney mainly
in October (Strahan 1994). The 1996 New Zealand records coincide with records of two
or three vagrant Channel-billed Cuckoos on Norfolk Island, north of New Zealand, also
in October 1996 (Anon 1997, Christian 1997). Since 1984 there has been a “very marked
increase” in numbers of this species in the Sydney region (Larkins 1994). An increase in
numbers of this species in the southern part of its range could explain why four birds
have been recorded in New Zealand since 1986 compared to only one record before
that time.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We thank Paul Cuming for providing the Waikato specimen, Ricardo Palmo for details of
the bird louse, Erena Barker for access to the Otago Museum specimen, Michael Hall for
taking the photographs, Walter Boles and Jim Moore for helping obtain references, Barbara
Lyford for typing the original draft, and Ray Pierce and Mike Rudge for helpful comments on
the manuscript.

LITERATURE CITED
ANON. 1997. Recent sightings. Norfolk Island Nature Notes 12: 435.
BRACKENBURY, G. 1997. “Toucan” sightings wanted. OSNZ News 82:8.
CHRISTIAN, M. 1997. Is Norfolk a cuckco’s nest? Norfolk Island Nature Notes 12: 437-438.
HOWELL, L. 1987. Regional Roundup - Far North. QOSNZ News 34:7.
LARKINS, D. 1994. The Channel-billed Cuckoo: behaviour at nests of Pied Currawongs. Australian Birds 28; 7-10.



226 SHORT NOTES NOTORNIS 45

TABLE 1 - Details of New Zealand Channel-billed Cuckoo specimens (all measurements are in mmy).

Reg. no. Date "Dead Age “Sex Culmen Bill length Wing  Tail  Tarsus Mid toe
for length {arerior margin length length length and claw
{feathers of npstril 10 lﬂﬂgth

to hill tip) bill tip)

A2460  2Dec24 7 Ad M 80.0 - 368 7 455 504
25346 140a9% Sdays Ad  F 74.2 605 341 267 455 577
25345 09 3weedls Ad M 841 4.7 356 261 454 -
25344 ONvOs  dwecks Ad M - - 350 - - -

'Estimated time since death.
!Based on measurements (see Mason & Forrester 1996) and an ovary present in bird 1.
30rago Museum specimen examined in 1998 {pers. obs.).
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Chestnut-breasted Shelducks and other wetland birds at Tupuangi, Chatham
Islands
On 4 December 1997, Isaw three Chestnut-breasted Shelducks (fiadorna tadornoides)
on a lake and adjacent farmland at Tupuangi (44°15'S 176°12'W), Pitt Island, in the
Chatham Islands group. These were identified from their plumage (Marchant & Higgins
1990), as one adult male and two adult females. This is the first record of this species
from the Chatham Islands and the most eastern occurrence of this specics.

This Australian species was first confirmed in New Zealand in 1973 (Grant 1989),
although there is an earier unconfirmed record (Fennell ez @/, 1983). The next records
are of at least 56 individuals throughout New Zealand between December 1982 and May



