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i.e. some post-breeding flocking and local movement, but most pairs remaining 
close to their breeding territory. Lake Wairarapa has, however, proven to be an 
important wintering habitat for Black-fronted Dotterels, with a peak population 
equivalent to about 40% of the Wairarapa population. It is perhaps especially 
important for those birds breeding on the nearby lower Ruamahanga River or on 
the east coast rivers that are prone to flash-flooding in winter. 

Further surveys are needed to determine the status of Black-fronted Dotterels 
on several of the rivers on the eastern coast of the Wairarapa where birds have 
been reported, but not counted systematically. 
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