
eating tern eggs and chicks. From one group af 2Q t e ~ n  nests only four 
chicks survived. We think under 100 chicks survived in all. By 30/1/51 
the chicks were all flying and after 9/2/51 t h e  terns had gone. 

Marlborough Shag (Uucocarbo carunculatus).-One was seen on the 
rocks 15/12/50, and one on the island well above thme water, 28/1/51. 

Giant Petrel (Macmnectes giganteus).-One was seen drifting in  the 
rip, clutching a red-billed gull and eating it, 26/12/50. 

StiIt (Eimantopus !aimantopus).-One was found dead a t  the foot 
of the tower after a southerly storm, 17/10/50. 

NOTES FROM THE CHRISTCHURCH ESTUARY.-During Novem- 
ber and December, 1950 and early January, 1951, I made many journeys 
to the Christchurch Estuary, accompanied by Mr. B. Jones and Mr. T. 
Lawson. The bircls seen were:--Paradise duck: A pair, 17/11/50, female 
immature. Grey duck: Often seen a t  high tide. On 12 and 13/1/51, 30 
seen feeding with pied stilts a t  low tide. Canadian Goose: Heard about 
10 p.m., too dark to be seen, 17/11/50. Black Swan: TCP.0 seen a t  rest; 
only there for short period. Caspian Tern: First seen 4/1/51, resting 
with 17 red-billed gulls. The following eight says Capsian terns were 
seen diving for food in all parts of the estuary. White-fronted Tern: 
Not over 100 on the estuary but to  be  seen more frequently during 
winter. Black-billed Gull: Not as common as the red-billed gull; a n  
approximate count showed about 50; more common on Avon River. Red- 
billed Gull: One of the most common birds on the estuary. An approx- 
imate count on 12/1/51 gave about 300. At low tide seen feeding among 
oyster-catchers and black-backed gulls, and a t  high tiae resting on the 
Mt. Pleasant jetty and New Brighton sandspit. Black-backed Gull: 
About 230, 90 being immature. Bar-tailed Godait: One of the common- 
est 'birds on the estuary, numbering about 380 to 400. Banded Dotterel: 
Occasionally seen in small flocks, near New Brighton sandspit. Soutn 
Island Pied Oystercatcher: Not common on the estuary in summer; on 
12/1/51 about 100. At high tide the oystercatchers cross the spit to 
Brighton Beach. Pied Stilt: Increased to about 200, about 80 immature. 
At high tide stilt congregates near the Pleasant Point Domain. King- 
fisher: Nest in  cllffs a t  Redcliffs and McCormaclr's Bay. Spotted Shag: 
Fly over estuary but never seen feeding. During low tide these birds 
rest and dry themselves on Shag Rock. Black Shag: Numbers seen 
diving a t  high tide and a t  low tide drying themselves on the sandspit. 
Reef Heron: Pair seen on estuary since May, 1949. Harrier: One flying 
across the estuary above a flock of godwits and oystercatchers dived 
among them and set the entire flock into flight. Pukeko: Seen i n  the 
swampy aieas around the estuary.-David E. Crockett, Christchurch. 

RED-BILLED GULL SNAPPING AT l?L..IEjS.-On January 27, 1951, 
a t  the Waipapakauri turn-off on the Ninety-mile Beach, I saw a red-billed 
gull sitting by the smelIy remuine of a stingray and snapping a t  the flier 
that  surrounded i t  in  a cloud. After watching it for some minutes I 
went away to lunch. Oh returning about an hour later I saw a gull a t  
the same place occupied in the 'same way as before. I f  i t  was the same 
gull it either had a tremenaous capacitp for blow-flies or else it was a 
very poor marksman.-A. H. Watt, Awanui. 

MYNAS OUST SPARROWS.-Although mynas are  becoming more 
common in Homick i t  was only in January, 1951, that  they started to be 
regular inhabitants of our garden. They began their rather unwelcome 
and noisy stay by throwing out a number of young sparrows from their 
nests in a tall palm tree. On January 16 I found four fledgling sparrows 
and one immature bird (probably about a fortnight old) all lying dead 
underneath the tree. Each bird had a peck on the  side of the neck. 
Even a s  I picked up the little corpses tke two mynas were squawking 
loudly and flying in and out of t h e  many sparrows' nests in the tree.- 
Noelle Macdonald, Homick. 
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