
HUTTON, B. W.-1868: Notes on the  Birds of GreaC Barrier Island. Trans .  N.Z. 
Inst .  1: 160-1. 

1870-On the Nests and Eggs of Some Species of New Zealand Birds not 
Previously Described. Trans.  N.Z. Ins t .  3 :  111-2. 

JOHNSON, M,-1948: Contributions t o  the  Gannet Census. XII1.-\Vinter Counts 
in Hauraki  Gnlf. N.Z. Bird Not'es 3 ( 2 )  : 42. 

LOCKLEP, R. M.-1947: Letters from Skokholm. J. M. Dent & Sons, London. 
MARPLES, B. J.-1940: Ann. Rep. Orn. Soc. of N.Z. Cyclostyled: 1-33. 
McKENZIE, H. R.-1949: Contributions t o  the  Gannet Census X1V.-Horuhorn, 

1948-49 Season. N Z .  Bird Notes 3 ( 6 )  : 159. . 
MURPHY, R. C.-1936: Oceanic Birds  of South America. 11. 641-1245- The 

Macmillan Co., New York. 
OLIVER, W. R. B.-1913: Bird  Life on White Island (NZ.) The  Emu, 1 3  ( 'L) :  

86-90. 
1.930-The Birds of New Zealand. Wellington. 

PERRY, R.-1948: Shetland Sancthry-Birds on the Isles of Noss. Faber ,  London. 
REISCHEK,  A.-1930: Yesterdays in Maoriland. The  Life and Letters Series. 

Vol. 51:  1-312. J0natha.n Cape, London. 
RICHDALE,, 11. E.-1940: Annual Rep. Orn. Soc. of N.Z. Cyclostyled: 1-33. 
HOBERTSON, B. H .  and \VODZICKI, K.-1948: Contributions t o  the  Gannet 

Census. XI.-White Island Gannetries:  January  8-14, 1947. N.Z. Bird 
Notes 3 ( 2 )  : 338-40. 

SLADDEN, B.-1926: Tuhua or Mayor Island. N.Z. J. Sci. Tech. 7 :  193-210. 
SLADDEN, B. and FALLA, R.  A.-1928: Alderman Islands.  A General Description 

with Notes on the  Flora and Fauna. N.Z. J. Sci. Tech. 9 :  193-210, 282-90. 
STEIN, P. A. S.-1950: Contributions t o  the Gannet Census. XV.-Horuhoru, 

January  21,' 1949. N.Z. Bird  Notes 3 ( 9 )  : 238. 
VEVERS,  H G. and F ISHER,  J.-1936: A Census of Gannets on Ailsa Craig, with 

a New Method of Estimating Breeding Cliff Populations. J .  Anim. Ecol. 5 :  
246.51 

TYALSH, Crosby T.-1930: \Vhite Island. \\'anderlust Magazine, I. ( 1 )  : 1-14 and 
47-60 -. 

WARD, R. H.-circa 1924 :  Gannets on TVhakari. N.Z. Hera ld  (undat'ed news- 
paper cut t ing) .  

WITHERBY, e t  al.-1943: The H;tndbook of Brit ish Birds. Vol. IV.:  1-461. H .  
F .  and G. Witherby. London (revised impression).  

\TTODZICKI, K. A. and FLEMING. C. 1 2 . ~ 1 9 4 6 :  Census of Gannets in New Zea- 
!and. N.Z. Bird  Notes 2 ( 2 )  : 17-18. 

WODZIOKI, K. A. and McMEEKAN. C. P,-1947: The  Gannets on Cape Kidnap- 
pers. Trans.  Roy. Soc. N.Z. 76:  429-52. 

OCCURRENCE OF LITT1,E EGRET 1N HAWKE'S BAY. 
By D. H. Brathwaite, Napier. 

In October, 1951, while in Melbourne, I visited the Altona Salt-works 
with members of the Bird Observers' Club. Amongst the birds observed 
there, I saw a little egret (Egretta garzetta) and noticed (with rather 
mixed emot~ons) that it appeared to be identical with a bird which had 
frequented the Ahuriri Lagoon, Napier, during the preceding months of 
June-September, in association with three white herons (E. alba). At that 
time the white heron itself was a new bird to me and its reputed rarity made 
a group of three of them an exc i t in~  enough occurrence; it never occurred 
to me until I saw garzetta in Melbourne that the smaller, black-billed, but 
otherwise similar bird with the white herons might be anything but a 
juvrnile. 

After my return to New Zealand, I was fortunate in seeing the bird 
once more, on December 19, and examination through binoculars strength- 
ened my suspicion that it could be a little egret. This tentative opinion, 
together with a description, was forwarded to Dr. Falla, who informed me 
that it was definitely not a juvenile alba which has "the beak completely 
yellow, and bright at  that, and in any case does not differ appreciably in 
size from adults." Subsequent correspondence with Dr. Falla and others 
resulted in the conclusion that the bird was probably E. garzetta, but that 
the plumed egret (E. intermedia) could not entirely be eliminated as a 
possibility. The white phase of the reef heron (D. sacra) also was not 
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altogether ruled out but was considered unlikely for various reasons which 
need not be enumerated, consequent on the bird's reappearance. 

On June 7 this year the bird was again located, this time on the bed 
of the Tuki Tuki River, in company with a white heron, and has been seen 
since by myself, on June 15 in the same place, and on July 26 on Ahuriri 
Lagoon. Several other people have also reported seeing it in June and 
July. The following description has been compiled from field notes made 
on the various occasions when favourable views have been obtained:- 

A "miniature" of the white heron, identical in proportions but appear- 
ing only about half the size. Bare skin of face, and base of bill is yellow; 
distal three-quarters of bill, black. Legs black or blackish-slate, according 
to light, and projecting conspicuously beyond the tail in flight. Flight of 
typical heron type but wing-beats rather more rapid than usual. 

The long legs eliminate the white reef heron as a possibility; in that 
species the legs are shorter and do not project noticeably beyond the tail 
in flight. So far as the plumed egret is concerned, Glenister (1951, p. 102) 
and Hachisuka (1932, vol. i., p. 355) both state that the bill is black in 
the breeding season. Dr. Falla (in litt.) says that in alba the black bill 
could not possibly survive the breeding season, and as intermedia has rarely 
if ever been observed in Australia with the bill any colour but yellow, it 
seems likely that the black bill is equally transitory in that species. In 
garzetta the bill is permanently black; the individual observed at Napier 
from June to September, and December, 1951, and again in June-July, 
1952, has had the bill black whenever seen. Another field character report- 
ed for intermedia is that the tibia is paler than the tarsus, though various 
authorities differ slightly as to the exact colours. This feature has been 
looked for since the bird reappeared this year, but, so far as I can ascertain 
the legs are uniformly dark. No ornamental plumes have been noted at 
any time since the bird was first seen. 

In view of the fact that in two successive winters the bird has retained 
the bill colours of garzetta, and that I have been able to detect no difference 
in the colour between tibia and tarsus, there seems little doubt that its 
identification as the little egret is justifiable. 

Mr. E. L. Kehoe, of Greymouth, informs me (in litt.) that a bird of 
similar appearance has been seen in Westland this year. The bird was 
observed in July at Lake Ryan, near Greymouth, and about a week later 
the same bird (or another of similar size) was noted with a white heron 
near Westport. In the latter case, however, the colour of legs and bill could 
not be determined. 

I t  seems likely that the recent marked increase in white herons seen 
throughout New Zealand may be explained by an invasion from Australia, 
and the occurrence of one, and possibly two, little egrets appears to support 
this view. 
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THE SOCIETY 'S ACTIVITIES. 
Many of the society's investigations and inquiries are designed to enable 

as many members as possible to help, and to make their knowledge known. 
Members are invited to participate in all the following projects:- 

PERMANENT INVESTIGATIONS. 
RINGING.-A considerable number of black-billed and red-billed 

gulls, white-fronted tern, banded dotterel and pied stilts have been ringed in 
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