
TEREK SBNDPLPER IP; NEW ZEALAND I N  WINTER. 
By R. B. Sibson, ~ u c k l h d .  

The presence of a single ~ e r e k  sandpiper (Xenus cinereus) near 
Miranda, in the Firth of Thames, between December, 1951, and March, 
1952, has been reported by H. R. McKenzie (Notornis 4, 212). I t  is now 
known that two birds of this species spent the winter in the same locality. 
The second bird seems to have joined the one already present some time 
after March lst, perhaps having come up from the south with other waders. 
The two were still together on September 28th. 

On 15/6/52, Miss N. MacdonaId, R. N. Buttle and I, during a census 
of waders in the Flrth of Thames, had been allotted the coast to the north- 
west of the Waitakaruru River. As we were examining a large flock of 
rather somnolent wrybills, N.M. remarked that on the edge of the flock 
two small waders with orange legs were moving about. Weather conditions 
for identification were perfect-no wind and crisp winter sunshine, with 
the light behind us-so that with telescope and field glasses X 8 even at  
I00 yards we could be certain that we had under observation two Terek 
sandpipers. To  approach within 40 yards was not difficult. Their l o n ~  
upturned bills were now c1ea;ly visible. Feeding actively they wandered 
away from' the wrybills among scattered stilts and banded dotterels. 
Finally, in flight, they passed close to us, conspicuously showing the white- 
tipped secondaries. No trill was heard. 

On 13/7/52 they were seen in the same locality by J. C. Davenport, 
G. W. Gummer and.D. A .  Urquhart. On 28/9/52 they were again 
located, but not with such wrybills as had not ,yet gone south, by F. 
Murray, T. Renouf and Miss L. M. Burnside. Thus, another Arctic wader 
joins the company of those which may remain in New Zealand during the 
southern winter. 

INTRODGCTION INTO ,NEW ZEALAND. O F  THE 
AUSTRALIAN BLUE MWEN I N  1923. 

By K. E. Westerskov, Wildlife Section, Department of 'Internal Affairs. 

During examination of a series of old files of the former Department of 
Tourist and Health Resorts on acclimatisation matters, a file on the intro- 
duction of the Australian blue wren (Malurus cyaneus) attracted my 
attention. 

Thomson (1922) could not well have had any information about the 
introduction of thir species, as the birds were not -introduced until January, 
1923, although action in the matter began as early as 1918, and none of 
the following ac'counts, such as Thomson ( 1926) and Oliver ( 1930) mention 
the importation of this bird. 

As a careful look through the literature has not disclosed any published 
record of the blue wren in New Zealand, is seemed that a short statement 
of the matter should be published, especially as it is remotely possible that 
remnants of the species might still persist. 

It may also here be mentioned that the blue wren still is on the list 
of absolutely protected birds, included in the New Zealand Gazette of 
27/2/1952, under the name: blue wren (or superb warbler) (Malurus 
cyanochlamys) . 

The first corrcspondence about the introduction of this bird dates back 
to May, 1918-initiated by the Tourist and Health Resorts Department. 
Importation of up to 12 pairs of blue wrens was authorised by the Minister 
of Internal Affairs on 3/9/1918, in a permit which stated that the import- 
ation was "for the purpose of liberating them within the Rotorua Acclim- 
atisation District." 

Through the New Zealand Government Agent in Sydney, contact 
was arranged with the Director of the Sydney Zoo to try to get the birds. 
Five   airs of blue wrens were ordered and during the next couple of years 
a fair number of letters crossed the Tasman Sea re blue wrens. 

l06 


