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INTRODUCTION 
'Phe following details of the stomach conrents of ;I kiwi lrom the 

Raetihi district supplement the information supplied by Gum (1952) 
who reported on the stomacl1 c:ontents of a kiwi from near Waihi and 
also suminarisetl the limited inforn~ation then ;wailable on the food 
of the North Island kiwi. 

'l'he present bird. ;m adult lein;~lc weighing 2150g., was killed 
by dogs on 24th November, 1956; the body was sent to the Dominion 
Museum. Being unsuitable for n~ounting, the specimen was made 
available to Dr. F. H. Shorland (Fats Research Laboratory, D.S.I.R.), 
who was studying the nature of lat deposits in various animals. T h e  
stomach of the bird was supplied to the writer and the skeleton returned 
to the Dominion Rluseum. 

In the laboratory, the stoma cl^ was cut open, the contents scraped 
into a petri dish, and the volume of the main constituents measured by 
displacement. Food items that seemed sufficiently complete to be 
identified were sorted into tubes and sent to specialists. T h e  remaining 
material was examined under ;I binocular microscope for the presence 
of earthworm chaetae. 

KESULI'S AND DISCUSSION 
T h e  stomach contained about 70 cc. of n~icterial of which about 

40 cc. was iclentifiable insect remains (Table 1 ) .  T h c  balance con- 
sisted of small fragments of rock and wood, shclls from two large native 
slugs (Schizoglo.s.w n.ovoseelnndicn), remains of :L spider (Porrhothelc 
mtiporfimrc),  2 hinau seeds (Elneocc~rf,~ls tle?~lnlu.s), a leaf of Co;orosmn 
tenuifolirr and ;I consider;tblc quantity oP finely divided plant and 
animal remains among which were nun~erous earthworm chaetae. Cicacl;~ 
nymphs (70) forn~ed the main food item, hut the stomach also contained 
the remains of at le;tst 51 beetles of various kinds .(7 of them adult, 
the rest larvae) , 10 moth c;tterpillars, 2 fly larvae and a wcta. 

Qualit;ttively, the stomach contents of the Kaetihi kiwi resemblc 
those of the bird reported on by Curr  but the slugs, the Tenebrionid 
I)eetles and thc Tipulicl larvae are new records. T h e  Waihi material 
had been washed prior to examination so n o  earthworm chaetae were 
found, but Gurr quotes Huller as having found several earthworms in 
kiwis iron1 the Pirongia Ranges. The Ractihi bird contained n o  large 
pieces of earthworm, but the presence of numerous chaetae, only visible 
with the microscope, indicated that earthworms had been eaten recently. 
T h e  present bird also differs from Gurr's one in the great preponderance 
of cicada nymphs and scarabaeid larvae. 
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It is clear from the information now available that the North 
Island kiwi eats a wide range of animal and plant material, some of it, 
berries for instance, presumably being obtained from the surface of 
the ground rather than from under it. This probability should be 
taken into account by anyone planning to use poisoned baits for the 
control of noxious animals in areas wherc kiwis occur. 
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OBITUARY - LADY GUNSON, O.B.E. 
M'e regret to announce the death at the age of 82 of 

Lady Gunson: After a busy life of public service, Lady Gunson 
joined the Ornithological Society in 1946. Whenever she was 
able, she attended :he annual meetings and enjoyed the ex- 
cursions which followed them. Those who met her on such 
nccasions will remember her especially for her enthusiasm. 
Despite her three score years and more than ten, she would 
climb the slippery tracks through the beech forests above 
Wellington's eastern bays and in 1953, when a tremendous 
southerly wjis blowing in the Wairarapa, she defied the atrocious 
weather and battled her way along thc beach to see a huge 
spernl whale which was stranded there. 

'The appeal of birds to her was mainly aesthetic. When 
the Fiordland Wren was discovered and specimens reached the 
Dominion Museum, she asked in her gentle way that she might 
he allowed to make sketches of them. An ardenl conservationist, 
she believed that all New Zealand children should receive 
instruction in the natural history of their native land and that 
such knowledge would make them better citizens. 

In remembering her with affection, the Ornithological 
Society offers its sympathy to Sir James and his family. 

- R.B.S. 
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Order a n d  
Family 

ORTHOPTERA 
Tettigoniidce 

HEMIPTERA 
Cicadidce 

COLEOPTERA 
Carabidce 

Elateridce 

Tenebrionidc~ 

Scarabceids  

Lucanidce (? l  

LEPIDOPTERA 
Hepialidce 
Agro t ids  

DIPTERA 
Tipulidce 
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TABLE 1 

IDENTIFICATION OF STOMACH CONTENTS 

Subfamily or 
Tribe 

;tenopelmatincf 

ribicinince 

'terostichini 
iroscini 
'terostichini 

? 
? 
? 
? 
? 

Uelolonthince 

? 

? 
? 

? 

INSECTS 

Genus 

'robably 
Onosnndrus 

? 

Uegndromus 
Mecodema 
Holcnspis 

? 
? 
? 
? 
? 

Costelytra 

? 

? 
? 

7 

Stage 

'Jymphs 

Rdult 

Larvce 
Rdult 
Larvce 
Rdult 
Lorvce 

No. of 
jpecimens Identified by  

E. S. Gourlay 

D. C. F. Perrott 

E. S. Gourlay 

B. B. Given 

J.  S. Timlin 

D. C.  F. Perrott 

* Some of the Elaterid a n d  Tenebrionid l a r v a  could not be  separated; 
the total for these two groups together was  7. 

OTHER MATERIAL 

MOLLUSCA 

ARACHNIDA 

OLIGOCHRTA 

PLANTS 

Wood fragments 

Rock. Fragments 

l 
Schizoglossn novoseelnndic~r 

Porrhothele antipodiana 

Elreocnrpzis den,tntr~s 

Coprosmn tenuifolia 
i 

Sandstone 
Pumice 
Spherulitic rhyolite 

R. K. Dell 

R. R. Forster 

X. E. Lee 

R. Mason 

R. Mason 

J. J. Reed 

J. J. Reed 


