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On 24/1/60 the foieneck was a ui~iform pale rufous, with rufous 
mottling still present on the upper back. The throat was paler and 
was seen to be flecked whitish when the bird preened itself. By 14/2/60 
the colouring on the foreneck had receded to an area of pale rufow 
on each side of the upper foreneck. The forehead was whitish, and a 
narrow area down the centre of the foreneck was off-white. An area 
on each side of the lower foreneck was greyish streaked darker, the 
remainder of the underparts being white as normal. All rufous had 
disappeared from the upperparts which were now greyish-brown streaked 
black on crown and back. I. G. Andrew informed me that there was 
little change in this pattern on 26/2/60. 

After this visit there was the possibility of some confusion with 
other Stints assuming breeding plumage, but the next visit on 20/3/60 
revealed only one of the nine Stints located with a touch of colouring. 
This was believed to be the aberrant bird as the upper part of its head 
and its hind neck were pale grey streaked black, the grey being much 
paler than had been seen in any of the other Stints previously. There 
was a very rmall area of rufous buff on the sides of the upper foreneck 
and grey streaked darker on the sides of the lower forenetk, the 
remainder of the underparts, Forehead and face being white. 

The last visit made on 5/4/60 revealed three of the ten remain- 
ing Stints assuming breeding plumage, whilst the bird presumed to be 
the aberrant one had no more colouring than a small buffish area 
below the cheeks. 

This is a somewhat similar case to that of the Asiatic Black- 
tailed Godwit (Limosa melanuroides) observed in the Firth of Thames 
from 1952-6 by Sibson and others (Notornis VI, 241-2), but the Stint 
had begun to moult before the beginning of January, whereas the 
Godwit did not moult until the end of February or March. 

The "Encyclopaedia of British Birds" states that the autumn 
lnolllt may be abnormally delayed when a bird has not mated. This 
could have been the case with the Stint, whereas the breeding mechanism 
of the Godwit had undoubtedly been completely reversed. 

I t  will be interesting to see, however, if a Red-necked Stint in 
out-of-season plumage is observed in New Zealand next summer, as 
this could well be the same bird as was seen at the Rangitikei Estuary. 

M. J. IMBER * 
FEMALE BLUE DUCK APPARENTLY PAIRED WITI-I 

PARADISE DRAKE 
On 19/1/61 while climbing in the upper Hunter region (head- 

waters of Lake Hawea) a female Blue Duck (Hymenolaimus mala- 
corhynchus) was seen apparently mated with a male Paradise (Casarca 
variegata). The characteristic wl~istliiig of the Blue Duck was heard 
first, on a small flat close to the mountain stream about 35 miles from 
the head of Lake Hawea. I t  was approached to within about 25 yards, 
viewed through glasses, and followed along the river bank for a few 
yards. No answering calls were heard and, on looking about for its 
mate, we were surprised to find the male Paradise hiding behind some 
~ c ~ k s .  He made no audible reply to the whistles. No other ducks were 
seen in this part of the valley. 

P. CHILD 


